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The Blege of Port Arthur wili be the
title of the war drama vow on tlie

boards,
IEEEE—————

It was about time for the Hon. P.
Crowe to resurrect himself for another
bunch of free advertising.

| — ——— ]

The rules of the Roscbud game have
been promulgated. Anyonoe who ¢an
ralse ths ante can slt in for a chance
at the fjackpot.

————

Year by year the ranks of the veterans
of 1861 are Lecoming thinner. But the
nation's grateful recognition of thelr
patriotism will never diminlsh,

 — = —— = ]
+ The weather man will have to be
kinder to the summer garden resorts
this year than he was last year if the

Jatter are to enjoy a successful season.
————

Note the superlority of The Bee's war
nows service beslde other papers pub-
Hshed in this city and state. Make the
comparison for yourself and be con-
vinced.

L ——

All things come to himd who walts,
With geveral mammoth grain elevators
in sight Omaha shounld not have to walt
much longer for flouring mills, cereal

mills and tanneries,
EE——

Bvery visitor from nbr_oad remarks
upon the visible slgns of growth In
Omaha and carries the tale back home
with him. This s the sort of advertis-
ing that brings results.

—

If there I8 to be any more halr-splitting
over asphalt paving specifieations would
it not be better for the Board of Public
Works to give the benefit of the doubt
to the taxpayers rather than to the con-

tractors?
———

Omaha's new fire engine has stood the
test and Is pronounced a valuable addl-
tion to our flre-fighting facilities, The
rush of the Insurance underwriters,
bhowever, to scale down fire rates is not

yet visible,
. ——————— ]

The blue and the gray are both
slowly but surely snswering taps, No
eustom c¢ould be morg beautiful than
that cf the survivors paying yearly
tribute to the” memory of those who
bave gone before. -

e ——

Bome of our democratic friends want
to try it ngain this year with the only
democratic governor who ever occupled
the executive office since Nebraska at-
talued to statelood. But where would
the populist allles come In?

————

Panama natives want an American to
bo In charge a8 head health officer in
the cgnal ports. The Panama people
must have heard of the sanitary revo-
lutlon worked In Havana under direction
of Americhn experts and be heading the
Ouban ohjirt lesson.

. —_— e ——

Foracrobatle agllity In taking all ends
of the question, the tax agents of the
Nebraska rallroads are entitled to the
P The only wonder is that they
dn"n get the value of thelr respective
roads down low euough that they can
buy them in for themselves with thelr
pwn 'pln money,

\ ————————

The Methodist general conference has
completed {ts quadretninl sesslon at
Ios Angeles. The weather man oot
ghere long ago guve up trying to match
the dally shower receptlon that tho
Methodists enjoyed while they were

boldlog thelr gepernl  conference in
Omaba twelve years ago.
T ——

Twe ruceessful chalrmen of the re-
publiean nationnl committee have died
withln & few monthé—Hanna and Quay
=two men of almost contradictory per
sonal charsctoristics who yet achioved
politieal victory in much the same way.
It was not strange that thaey should
fave had such warked sotipathy to
Lne another,

—

MNEMORIAL DAT,

There are many more graves of union
soldlers to be decorated today than there
were A year ago. Thousands of the de-
fenders of the unlen bave within the
past twelvemonth gone to thelr eterual
rest. Rapldly the ranks of the veterans
are belng reduced and we sorrowfully
realize that not many years hence all
will have passed awhy, but the memory
of thelr deeds will remain nnd be for
ever cherished by n  gmateful people.
Time hag not impalred the significance
ef Memorial day or weakened the senti-
ment which it Inepires. We think as
affectionntely and as gratefully now s
ever of the patriotic men who gave
their llves for the preseryntion of the
government and we hold in honor and
estoem the veterans who survived that
mighty struggle and are yet among
n%, The sacrifices they made and the
‘mrdehips and sufferings they endured
will never be forgotten.

The natlon has never shown Ingratl
tude to its defenders. The American
people, more than any other, have al-
wayk honored the soldlers whe upheld
the flag. They do so still and those who
have given thelr lives In a far distant
land to malotaln the natiopal authority
and the men who are fafthfully per.
forming tbelr duty under a trople sky
will share In the homage and respect
that are today pald to the dead and the
living soldlers of the republie. Ho long
s our people cherish the memary of
the men who fought to preserve the
unfon and annually reeall their herole
fertitude and wvalorous deeds, the insti-
tutiens they battled to maintain will be
vooure, Bo long as the example of thelr
grent patriotism s Impressed upon our
people the ropublic will pot lack de-
fenders prepared to emulate that ex-
ample.

It hor been urged thnt Memorlal day
sliould not be regarded as a mere holl-
day for recreatlon. It has a higher
purpose and meaning, It ought to be
an inspiration to the worthiest sentl.
menls, particularly such a8 tend to
strongthen loyalty to the government,
patriotism and a right sense of our duty
as citizens of (he greatest of republics.

NEDRASKA'S SEMI-OBNTENNIAL.

On May 25, 1854, congress pussed the
bill providing a tervijtorinl government
for Nebrasks, embrucing all of what Is
now Kunsag and Nebraska, Flve days
after, on Muay 30, the bill was signed
by President FPlerce, History records
that go far as Nebraska was concerned,
no excitement of any kind marked the
Initlation of her territorinl existence.
“The persons .who emlgrated there
seemed to regard the pursults of busl-
ness a8 of more Interest than the dis-
cussion of slavery.” It was different
with Kansas, whose territory becnme nt
once the battlefleld of a flerce political
confliet between the advoeates of slav-
ery and the free soll men from the
north who went there to visit the es-
tabllshment of that Institution in the
terrilory. Thus the name of Kansns was
for some years synonymous with all
that Is lawless and anarchieal,

The enactment of the Xansas-Ne-
braska bill was an dpoch-making event.
The contraversy that preceded it pro-
duced a divislon of the whig party In
the north and resulted in the creation
of the republican party. This legislation
inaugnrated the conflict between sluvery
and freedom . which culminated in the
greatest war of modern times and es-
tablished more filrmly snd securely the
foundautions of the unlon, One of the
mo#t Interesting chapters of Amerlcan
history 18 that which tells of the at-
tempt to force glavery upon Kansas ter-
ritory and the intrepld fight agalnst It
of the friends of freedom. It was n
struggle the far-reachiung consequences
of which few men of that time could
foresee,

Todny 1s the fiftieth anniversary of
the approval by President Plerce of the
Kanras-Nebraska bill and that most {m-
portant event will be ecelebrated through-
out Nebraska on June 10, the Kansas
celebration taking place this week.

AMCLELLAN A PUSSIBILITY.

According to the New York cor-
respondent of the Philndelphin Press,
there I8 & movement for Mayor George
B. MecClellan which may assume large
proportions before the meeting of the
demoeratie national conventlon.” Tle
states that some of the shrewdest po-
litieal observers in New York are of the

Jopinion that MeCQlellun will be bheard of

at 8t. Louls, nmong these belng sowme
prominent republicans who were until
within the past two weeks convinesd
that the democracy would make Judge
Parker the candidate. “Whatever re-
publican leaders may say elsewhere,”
writes the Press correspondent, “it |a
well known here that while republican
politiclans do not themselves expross
the opinlon that the name of George
B. MeClellnn will a second thme head
a democratie presidentinl ticket, never-
theless they do say that they now sus-
pect that the commanding forces In the
democratie party not already committed
fsincerely to any candidate are swiftly
concentrating, or at least thinking of
concentrating, upon George B.  Me-
Clellan.”

There 1s nothing incredible or lmprob-
able In this, In view of the fuct that
Tammany I8 uufriendly to Parker,
while New York's mayor I8 the ereature
of that politlea]l srganization. MeClel-
lnn has been dolng very waell as the
chlef executive of the metropolis. He
has shown conslderable adminlstrative
ability and an earnest disposition to
malntain good government. It appears
that he 1= falfilllng bis aote-election
pledges, morcover, and what s very
much In his favor, he Lias not fncurred
the hostility of any demoeratle faction
and it 1s thought that if his name shioyld
be presented to the natlonnl eonvention
be would get support from bath con-
gervatives and radieals, It Is presumed
that Mr. MeClellan bas been “regular,™
that he voted for the democratic ticket
in the last two presidentinl campalgns,

It |8 plain, therefore, that New York's

probability of his appearing at S8t Louls
as n “dark horse” is very strong.
AN IDLE THHEAT,

According to the Lincoln Journal,
there Is serfous talk at the state eapitol
of the proposed summary removal of
Harry Reed, assessor of Dougluns county,
by the State Board of Equalization,
which will convene during the first
weekk of July., Lancaster county offl
clals who have returned from Omaha
with figures showing values that County
Amsegsor Heed 1s sald to have placed
upon the real estate and personal prop-
erty In Omaba claim that the valuation
placed upon real and personal property
by Mr. Reed I8 very much below the
market value and pressure I8 to  be
brought upon the Btate Board of Equal-
lzatlon to exercise ita power of removal
over assessors who prove to be derelict
in the digcharge of thelr duty, as defined
by the revenue law.

This is elther a bold blul® or an idle
threat. County Assessor Reed ls by ex-
perlence and tralning the best equipped
wan In Omaha for the efcient discharge
of the duties develving on him, There
fs no other man in this city who is as
familiar with the wnioe of real esiate
in Douglas county, and certainly no man
enjoyr the confldence of all the people
to a higher degree. He {s consclentious
and fearless. He bos morcover had the
benefit of the laborious and palnstaking
work of the city tax commissloner and
two boards of review that have within
the past two years made a thorough
revislon of Omaha real estate appraise-
wments at their full market value.

The complaint of Lincoln merchants,
who are sald to be aggrieved over the
alleged under-valuation of the stocks of
merchandise In Omaha jobbing houses
and department stores as compared with
the assessment of their stocke of mer-
chandise hy the assessor of Lancaster
county may or may not be well founded,
In appralsing these stocks of merchan-
dise the county assessor 18 compelled to
tnke the sworn statements of thelr own-
ers unless frand or deceptlon are palpa-
ble. He cannot make an inventory, or
check off the merchandise on the shelf,
or in the warehouses. If the returns
made by the Omaha Jobbers and depart-
ment storea are Incomplete, or false, Mr.
Reed would doubtless entertain any pro-
teat made by taxpayers who clalm to
possess knowledge or have just grounds
for entéring complaints.

Manifestly the Lincoln merchants who
thresten to Institute proceedings against
Mr. Reed are putting the cart before the
horse. The appraisement of the county
asseskor I8 by no means final, If thern
I8 anything serlously wrong the Douglas
County Board of Equallzation, which
will review the work of the county as-
sessor after it Is completed, will have a
right to correct It elther by raising or
lowering the figures at which any plece
of real estate or personal property Is
returned, The threat to depose Mr,
Roed affords good ground for the suspl-
clon that it 18 not made In good falth,
but simply for home consumption, and
its effect upon the assessor and county

board of Lancaster county.
T ——

Nobody in these parts will be sur-
prised If the first big graln elevator Is
erected in Omaha on grounds adjacent
to the Burlington terminals. The Bur-
lington has always managed to scent
blg enterprises and projects and never
falls to be at the head of the procession
when it becomes satisfled that they will
prove a success. It headed off the
Union Paelfic by bullding the first ered-
ftable eailroad depot here and It headed
off all the other rallroads by making
the Arst big subscription to the Trans-

misslssippl exposition.
—_—

The Bourth of July Is six weeks ahead
of us but it 18 not too early to pro-
mulgate the rules that are to be enforeed
by the police ngainst the promiscuous
sule of dangerous explosives, Merchants
should not be allowed to fall back on
the excuse that they have loaded up
with cannon crackess and toy plstols in
the expectation of unhampered trade,
and that they would suffer loss and
hardship unless allowed to disposs of
the goods to any willing vietim.

po———— |

A glance at the names on the dele-
gations selected to repregsent Douglas
county in the two democratic state con-
ventions ralses a doubt whether the
popullst end of the former allied re-
formers will be able to get anyone at
all to serve as declegates from thia
county to thelr state convention.

——

An almost complete suspension of
press messages from Russlan war cor
respondents 18 taken at Bt. Petergburg
1o mean tuat lmportant movements are
pending. It may also mean that the
enrrespondents do not belleve In paying
heavy telegrnph tolls on news that will
pot Le welcome when it Is received,

—————————
Ready for the Battle,
Philadelphin Pross,

The coming presidential campalgn will
be fought on two Issucs—the tarif and
Roosevelt, The republican party will gladly
accept the fight on both,

Now Will flubby Treat?
Chieagoe Record-Herald,

The General Federatlon of Women's Clubs
hae gone on record In opposition to
divorces. This I8 a mugnificent compli-
ment to the husbands the women Dow pos-
acas.

Slightly Mized.
Fhiladelphia Record.
rAggressivencss,' suys dMr. Bryan, "is &
quallty that s absolutely neeessary in a
democrat.” Thoerefore the Nebraska man
s opposed to Judge Parker. Mr. Bryan has
confused aggremivencss with loguacity,

Parker Has One Opinlon.
New York Tribunae,

Judging from the recent declsion of the
New York court of appoals Judge Parker
hios mt least one opinton with which few
Americans will  ugres-namely, that the
American flag may be used for advertising
purposas.

“Farty that Dors Things."
Kansan City Journal
“f ke the republican party,” says Paul
Morton, “bocause it ls the party that stands
for the material interests of the country—

Jmayor 1 to be regarded as a possible

THE OMAWA DAILY BEE:
presldential candidate and indeed ther
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it s the purty that has done things" And
milllone of ether sensible men lke It for
the same reason. Thelr number ls consid-
erably larger this year than ever before

Burprise Well Pat On,
Philadelphia Ledger.

Croat surprise was cansad the other day
by the report that soms membera of the
Canadian government had at one UHme
hearkened to the voles of the briber in cohi-
nection with the grant of privileges to an
Insurance company. [y the way, why
should thers bo great surprisg when A
Canadian does thess things while Amer-
leans acoept them as o matter of course?

An Enconraging Slgn.
. Bpringfield Republican.

It I8 an encouraging slgn that so many of
the annual conventions of great religious
denominations are expressing themaelves
ntrongly regarding the “consecutive polyg-
amy" or rapld-fire divorce evil, There In
littla use In denouncing vensrable Mormon
aposties so long as divorces-while-you-wait
are a characteristic of our monogamous
Christian clvilization In America. One good
result of agitation must be s stiffenlng In
the courts. Judges in certaln states will
not manction the looss legal methods that
#o often have become a publie scandal if
they realizs that publio sentiment is being
educated against them.

THE CAPTURE OoF KIN OHOU,

Bignificance of the Storming of This
Fortreas by the Japaneése,
Chlcago Tribune.

The Japaness have had another sucoess,
They have stormed Kin Chou. The report
of thelr casunlties is not wet in. When It
comes It will probably show that the suc-

ovss wans o bloody one

The Japanese have made up thelr minds
to take Port Arthur. ‘This capture wonid
giva them great sentimental, political and
military aatisfaction,

Sentimental satiafaction because they
tcok Port Arthur from the Chiness and im-
mediately were tricked out of It by Russia.
Fundamentally the cause of the present
war was this Russinn trick. Ever since
this achlevement the thought of It has
festered In the Japanese minds, Tha Jap
regards the retaking of Port Arthur from
Hussia almost as a sacred duty, The sold-
fers Intrusted with the perforinance of that
duty are erusaders,

Politieal satinfaction because the fall of
FPort Arthur would Immensely snhance the
prestige of Japan In the syes, Arat of Chinn,
then of Asla and fAnally of the world,

Military satisfaction because of the Rus-
slan soldlers and weapons which would fall
with the citadel, and because of the sonce-
quent release of the Japaness army which
had been operating agoainst it. This army
onee released would joln the forces In cen-
tral Manchurias operating against Kouro-
potkin. Besldes, If the Japanesa take Port
Arthur they could probably keep (t, be-
cause they can replenish it from the sea,
If they kept It after the war it would be
of Immense strategioal use to thelr navy,
for It a safe and fortified harbor which
dominates the gulf of Chi Li.

What i1s the llkelihood of the Japancse
capture of Port Arthur, and how far has
the taking of Kin Chou contributed to that
end? Kin Chou was a strongly fortifled
helght thirty-two miles northeast of Port
Arthur. In its own wvicinity It dominates
the Ldao Tung peninsula from sea to sen,
If It wera untaken no army could march
around it. It had to be taken before the
armies now on the poninsuln could vome
near enough to Port Arthur to throw a
shell Into It even from thelr higgest guns,
1f there had been good lunding places be-
tween Kin Chou and Port Arthur soldiers
might have been disembarked In the rear
of the outpost, but thers were no partiou-
larly safo landing ploces,

While, therefare, thé taking of Kin Chou
was an antecedent necessary to the prose-
cution of the attack on Port Arthur, the
fall of Port Arthur need not follow the fall
of Kin Chou. Before the Japanese soldlers
now stretches out am expanse of rugged
terrane thirty-two miles long and from five
to twelge miles wide, They will have to
fight thelr way over this ground before
thelr flag flies over the fortress which they
covet,

The ground s well fortifled, the defensive

positions strong, the area so0 limited that
the chances for maneuvering will be amall.
It must be & case of soldlers and not of
Eenerale.
The relative superiority of the Japanese
goldlers over the Russian soldiers appears
to bo Jess than that of the Japanese gen-
erala over the Russlun generals, Bo when
the military propoaition s reduced to a
caso merely of soldieras, the Japaneso suffer
by the transmutation.

Port Arthur contalns about 30,000 troops.
It must be well provisloned, for ample time
has been glven since the outbreak of the
war to mtock It with ammunition, food,
clothes and medicine, It may be set down
that Port Arthur will not be starved out
for nine months, Yet, If the Jupaness walt
nine months Kouropatkin may be able to
assemble & large enough force to ralse the
slege. Or the Baltlo fleet might come. The
Japa have reckonad they must take the
place by storm. The military legie of gthe
sltuation haa compelled them to shis ghastly
decision. 'Whether ar not they sueeoed In
thelr assaults they will loes many theu-
sanda of their soldlers in thelr nitempta,

Port Arthur is more strongly fortfied
than was Pleyna or Bevastopol. Modern
weapons are better defenders than those
of 18656 or 1677,

That Japan can storm Port Arthur seema
doubtful, but during the thres and one-
halt months of the present war the Japa-
nese have continually exceeded the proph-
ecles of those who based thelr estimates on
the accomplishments of past campalgns. 1f
the Japsuness do take Port Arthur they
must be creditsd with the accomplishment
of ons of the bravest and most soldieriike
feats In military Rhistory.

FPERSONAL NOTES.

A Wisconsin man just previous to his sul-
clde threw about M,000 of his money into
the river. Wisconsin holds the palm for
the meanest man unttl new contestants ap-
pear,

An appropriation of $15,000 has been mude
by the city council of Philadelphia to poy
the expenses of the trip of the Eiberty ball
to the Bt, Louls exposition. The start will
be made on Friday, June 8§

Some of the newspapers are still dlscus-
sing the realgnation of Penslon Commnis-
sloner Ware, although, according to his
fumlly and himself, he has not reslgned
und does not Intend to do sa,

Henry Newitt, one of the guards at the
8t, Louls exposition, "kept tab" on the
quenstions asked hiim one dey lnat week nnd
found when night came that he had re-
celved 1,375 requests for Information.

Bugler Martin, the sole surviving trooper
of Custer's Mountain Mendow massacre,
has opened o little fruit stand at the en-
trunce to Fort McHenry, Baltimore. He
was retired on Junuary T last, having
served thirty years In Uncle Bam's army,

It s proposed to erect a monument at
Washington to the memory of the Iate Ma-
Jar Walter Reed, 1", B, A, whose labors
demonstrated that yellow fever s trune-
mitted by mosguitoes, and who dled in
Cubs of the disease while conducting his
Investigntion.

The will of the late Prof, Maxwell Bom-
merville of Philadelphia disposes of an es-
tate of over POO000, Among other bequests
he sot apart a sum of money the Interest
on which is to be devoted to the giving of
A banguet nnnuslly to the members of the
srand Mazonje lodge of Panpsyivania and
the witting and past officers of Union kedge

No. 1 of Philadeiphia.

| on cold law and cold evidense.

BITS OF WASHINGTON LIFE,

—
Minor Bcenes and Incldents Sketched
on the Spot.

The Postoffice department Ia giving some
attention to fake concerna operating prin-
oipally In New York City, which Inducas
guilible people to part with their money,
using the malle a8 & medium, The fukirs
are known as "home work' companies, and
the department proposes to Issus fraud
ordera agninnat them.

A typloal case is that of tha Majestlo
Laen company, loented In New York. Untl
a month ago it was run by Mre. Ida Rus-
poll, who represented that it would furnish
work for women to do at thelr homes, of-
fered to supply materials free and indloated
that $15 a wesk could ba made. Whoever
responded to the company's alluring offers
Immediately recelved an order for 0 worth
of lance mednlilons, It being explained, how-
ever, that the work must bs dgne on one of
tha company’'s machines, which would cost
58

Tha Inspectors say that tha machinss so
sold did not cost more than 2 cents to
manufacture, It was found that In the
four months the Majestle company was ip
oxistence outflits anmounting to $2.500 were
sold and that less than 5160 was pald out
for Ince made on them, The price pald for
medalliond was 2 cents each and the In-
spectors  ascertalned that, working ten
hours a day, not mora than thirty or forty
could be made by one person In a day, and
that out of 1,30 persons who wers induced
to purchase outfits less than a dosen sent
in enough work to relmburse them for the
cost of the machines,

It was discoversd that Mrs. 1da Russell
sold the business to B, F. Woodbury, who
was running it when [t was investigated by
the Adepartment. A general Investigation
revealed & number of companies working
along the same linen an the Maj)estic and
selling the same kind of lace making out-
fitn. It wan determined to lssus fraud
orders agninat them all,

The Investigntion of tha affect of cold
storage on the healthfulness of food, which
is to ba undertaken by the Asgricultural
department by direction of congress, will
probably prove of great value. The cold
glorage men advoosted the appropristion
for this purpose to meet the growing crit-
jcism of food preserved in that way, It
has grown to be a business of large pro-
portions, and If there |s any danger cuns
nected with It the public cannot have the
information toeo soon. On the other hand,
it feod preserved in this way for an lo-
definite time |8 entiraly safe that facl
should also be known.

Dr. Wiley, chlef of the bursau of chom-
Istry, who Is to conduet the ingquiry, ex-
presses regret Lthat canned goods were not
included In the articles to be Investignatod,
becauss they become unpalatable If kept
a conniderable length of time. There lIs,
he says, even a lhnit for preserved goods,
The purpose will be to determine the length
of time different food products can be kept
in cold storage without deterlorating ma-
terinlly In quality or producing ptomaines.
Many artlcles, such as green frults and
meats are sald to Improve up to a certain
time when placed In cold wstorage, In
other producta the foods remain unchanged
for a good while and then deterlorate.

Captaln James E. McCracken of Wash-
ington, more than 70 years old, has recov-
ered from a broken back, threa fractured
rihs and other Internal Injurles without a
surglcal operation, and his case Is the talk
of physiclans. Captaln MceCracken simpiy
relled upon naturs to repalr the damage.
On account of his advanced age his recov-
ery has attructed more than local atten-
tion.

Captaln McCracken met with an accldent
on February 15 while endeavoring to board
a street car, He wins caught between two
cars and recelved Injuries so serious that
physiclans who examined him belleved they
would prove fatal For many days after
his removal to the Emergency hospital Cap-
taln McCracken's physiclans held out no
hope for recovery.

His Injurtes were sufficlently serlous to
causs death In nine oases out of ten, and
the doctors Yelleved the patlent’'s advanced
nge would count him with the majority.
For weeks his life hung by a thread and
the doctors were afranld to operate because
of bis enfeebled condition,

Finally he gained in sirength and then
it was decided to put off the operation
untll guch a time as he should grow worse,
The puatient improved so rapldly that he
wis removed from the hospital to his home
nhout ten days ago.

Hecently the doctors discovered that the
threa tractured ribs had knitted together
and were as strong as ever. Further ex-
amination discloved the fact that the back
had grown stronger shere u. was broken,

-

The decizion of Becoretary Bhaw to have

the portrait of the late BSenator Marous
A, Hanna printed on the Panama bonds
I# recognised as a Atting tribute to the
memory of o man who did such great
gervice In advocating the several mens-
ures and tha ratifieation of the treaty
which have made the canal possible, The
secretary stated that the plates for print-
ing the bonds had been ordered, but It
was not expected that they would be
needed soon, since additional leglalation
is necessary. The bonds are authorized,
but there are Important detalls yet to be
arranged regurding thelr Interest-bhearing
rate and thelr standing as sccurities in
relation to the consals,
Thomas W. Bymons, superin-
tendent of public bulldings and grounds
In the Distlet of Columbda, has adopted
a llberal polioy with regard to throwing
open the public reservations of the city
for use as playgrounds, Heretofore the
numerous and beautiful parks have been
kept strictly for observation purposes,
“Koop Off the Grass” signn being dis.
played everywhere and the warning rig-
{dly enforced. When Colone! Bymons sue-
oeeded Colonel Bingham he set about over-
turning this custom. One of the first things
he did was to establlsh a number of play-
grounds In public parks, where swings
were put up, sand hills provided and other
ehesp and and Innocent forms of amuse-
ment furnished,

The next step was to throw open part
of the White lot, directly In the rear of
the executive mansion. Two base ball
dMamonds were marked out there this
spring, and are now used by clubs in the
local Church ledgue. The crowds that at-
tend the games on the White lot exceed
thosa that gother to watch the gamea of
professional ball played here. Colonel
Bymons the other day approved n request
for the use of a portion of the Bmithsonlan
grounds for purposes of archery, and this
woek he designated certaln plots of ground
as avallable for quolt pitehing, A mors
pretentious publie amusement feature Is
the new speedwhy which has just been
completed plong the Potomac river shore.

Colonel

Tl

Commissloner of Fenslons Ware antiol-
pates any poasible exigencies of the com-
Ing politioal eampulgn by imsuing the fol-
lowing ecircular, addressed to heads of
diviniona in his bureau:

“The preaidentinl campalgn s pending
and much politieal activity s being felt;
Increasing demands are belng made on
the bureau, and In & short time the dan-
ger Nne will ba remched. I wish each of
the co-workers in this bureau to foel that
no concessions must be along the line of
pressure. As much work apnd as good
work should be done ks possible s0 as te
overtake the sccumulated bukiness of the
ofMca, bul applcations must be declded
The bars
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come within the terms of the esiablished
law."

DARK RECESSES OF NATIONS,

Diplomnatie Mysterien Not as Mys-
terlous an They Appear.
Vance Thompason In Buccess,

Every nation leads A double life. Fven
our own honest republle la honeycombed
with dark recesses of polley and what s
rightly called statecraft, Our frank preel-
dent Is supplemented by Mr. Hay, and, as
well, by John E. Wilkle, our chief of secret
service, who wears, quife properly, a dark
alr of mystery as he goes about the world.
We have not Invented esplonnge, and I do
not know that we have perfected It, but
where other sples go omr lst-footed gen-
tiemen go also, and thers {8 In Washington
a tolerably complete knowledge of the
dolnga in the underworld of !nternational
pollties, Brussels, however, Is the eapllal
of international esplonage. whether It be
political or diplomatie or military—this by
renson of 1ta central positlon and the neu-
trality of Belglum. The secret servion of
France haa always been singularly good,
as It has need to be. Of recent Years, how-
aver, the service has boeen badly dislo-
cated, Both Englind and Germany have
outmaneuvered It time and agaln, A few
years ago a stranger In Parls might have
seen a whola clty bolling with patriotism
and hissing an dllen king In the streets,
What Intereat had the Parisians in crying
“A bas 1o rol Uhlan!" as hs of Hpaln
pagaed? None In the world, The German
embassy had, however, at thnt moment,
an interest In creating a "diplomatic In-
oldent,” and so It distributed money to the
pervile press of Parly, loosed its many
ngents In the streets, and the organiaed
“manifestation.”” Thie In a single, slight
lustration of the utility—the morality s
another question—of a mecret pervice which
han to do with more than smugglers and
colners and such almple folks. One can
not live for many years in Burope nnd
study what are lronleally ealled “publie
affaira’ without cutting many of thess dark
tralla, Internntional esplonages I8 a hugs
and complieated system. That part which
ham to do with politics Is by far the most
important. In France, at®all events, under
the popular tumult of many a +oay elec-

has been discoversd. Three years ngo 1
wae told by one who was informed that the
French government knew and was waitch-
Ing the following forelgn agments—274 Ger-
mans, ¢lghteen Austrians, seventy-one Ital-
inns, eloven Spaniards, seventy Englishmen
and thirty-three Russians and Poles, with
n (a}r compleament of Americans, <Duteh and
Bweden. Through 8o finely a reticulated n
network of observation hardly the smallest
minnow of faot ¢an sacape. Nothing takes
placs in Burope, T belleve, no s=tatesman
takes snuff, no king sneeges, but It Is
known within twenty-four houra to every
state.

MR. BRYAN ON IDEALS.

“Faull Cargoe of Excellent Sentiments
for the Alhum,
New York Sun.

Colonel W. J  Bryan, ths Nabraska
farmer, journalist and soclologist, was in
Chicago last week. Ams an eminent visiting
poclalogist ho had to speak n fow thoughts
to the Hull Houssa Woman's club, The
subject of his Alscourss was “The Valu¥
of Ideals' It contained some renlly touch-
Ing expressions, such as must have sweet-
ened Its author's valedictory addresa at
Illinols college in 1881, Thersa may ba honest
differonces of opinlon as to some of Mr,
Pryan‘'s financial and economie theories,
but nobody c¢an read his remarks .bm“l
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must not In any way be let down, and | “Ideals’ without belpg & gindder and a
cason are to be made specinl and given | better man and Inying In o full cargo of
precedgnee over others only when they | excellent rentiments for the album and the

commonplace book, For example:

“An Ideal that can be overtaken s a
small {deal.”

“An {den] measures the differenca be-
tween success and fallure, between a noble
life and n wasted existence.”

“Everyons should have an Ideal so high
as to keep one constuntly looking up.”

Political parties should cease to scek
base, practical,” immediate ends, They
should strive for long distance success,
“for the highest ideals rather than for
temporary victory at tha polis;” and “it
{8 better that we should raise our ideal
than carry an elegtion**

How long ought o party, the democratie
party, for Instance, walt for suceess? Here
s Mr. Bryan's high souled answer:

"Toking a period of twenty-five or Afty
yoars, the party with the highest ideal
will dominate tho country."

In fifty yeors Mr. Bryan may be nelther
tired out nor satinted by his manifold
dutles as lecturer, orator, suthor, politi-
elnn and wuniversal Instructor, but his
language eeems to show that by that tima
he will be willlng t¢ reslgn the halm of
thinge and let the democratio party win,

A long time to walt, but how beautiful
is the ldeal!

BRIGHT AND BRERZY.

“It 1s mnld that a western svhool tencher
beat a hoy with n piece of rubber hose be-
enuse he could not sing."

“And did he sing?"

""No, he yelled."—Cleveland Plain Dealer,

"This molst, muggy, sloppy wenather,'
;‘nmplalned the sufferer, “in awfully try-
ng.'

“Dut It's good for the corn,” socothingly
rl::m::;‘nd.ﬂ;? chl sl prooﬁadll:u to. re-
‘e Che sufferer of an unusun o one.
—Chicago Tribune. Wi U5

“I have

ust read your last book of
poema,’" sal

the oritical friend.
“That I1s ungrammaticeal,'’ sald the soul-
ful bard; “you should have sald my latest

bnnlp( of poems."
& supmne it wns wrong. But I was
merdly tr

.‘."“&'0 take n hopeful view of the

situation. ashington Btar,

“Parlor chanira? Yes, ma‘am,” sald the
splesman, I suppose you want something
wtylish and yet comfortable—*"

‘Not  too  comfortable,” pepllad Mra
Behoppen. “My parlor chalrs will be used

mostly by callers,'—Washington Post.
MEMORIAL DAX,

Hlimabath H. Fenn In tha Tndependsnt.

“We are coming, Father Abraham, thres
hundred thousand more!"

A mmr that forty vears sgo went up from
shore to shore;

And It would make n weak hieart strong, or
wirong heart weak to sea

Thoe bost that seemed to spring to Hfa to
follow Liberty,
Husbunds and fothers, brothers, sons
. rushed through the housshold [
“We ure coming, Father Abraham, thres
hundred thousand more,'

Amerion’'s grand hills and vales re-echoed
with the song: '

“We are coming, Father Abraham, threes
hundred thousand strong!'

The hillg and vales todny are free, the land
and skies are fair,

Rut when we hear that old-time song no
echoes stir the air;

The gray haired, halting, fesble band hnve
ost that ringing tone,

Now they are morching, ona by one, fors

ward to die nlone,

Bometimes, In heaven, we may hellave,
white tents of peace are spread,

&nd comrades gnthering there repeat thelr
old famillar trend;

Rehenrse the mysteries of the times, when,
better than they knew,

Freedom emerged from 8in and Death; and,
In o nrnhﬁ review,

As thelr old comrades eome in sight, the
old time ardor rings,

Saluting walllng Lincoln,
more sings,

In tones of triumoh that their souls had
naver known before, it

“We are coming, Father Abraham, three
hundred thousand more."

the army once

:l: e n long thee m‘
d:n.:fs:g::;rnm.“.
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