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We take it that the Platte river power
ecanal project Is waiting for the June
rise.

seem
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When a “reform” school graduates io-
mates into the penitentiary it Is time
to change Its name or Ite &ys.em,

p———————
Ametiean officers whoe may think of

taking service In the Chinese army will
be wise to draw a few yeurs' salary In
advance or get good security for pay-
ment

e ——

Another blow for the picturesque in
Americal The Dunkards have formally
resolved to be known hereafter as Ger-
man Baptists and may change their
garb with their name,

A ——

The people’s estimite of the' compara-
tive value of want ads in Omaha papers
—they pay for #dvertising In The Bee,
while the other papers have to glve
advertising space away for nothing.

CE————

Colonel Bryan has discovered another
pafimount issué for the campaign of
1004, Needless to say It }s not the same
as any of the paramount issugs that did
service for the campaigns of 1806 and
M'.‘ ' » 1

E——

It may be that thoughts of Alsace and

Lorraine actuate France in Its tale™sf

an international congress to end the

present war. Prance does not dlsgulse

ita friendshlp for' Russia—but misery
loves company.

i ————

Omaha ought to take o half holiday
from business on Jume 10 to celebrate
the fiftieth anniyersary of the orguniza-
tion of Nebraska as g.tesritory. We
do not have semigentenninl spniver-

sarles every % o
Russfans say the only defenses now at

Dalny are the mings. As these have
been more effective agalost the enemy
than Russlan fghters, the Japanese may
¥et have trouble before entering the
czar's made-to-order. town.

————

The most recent evidenee abroad of
the growing lmportanee of the United
Btatea Is found In Russia, where a
native of the Philippine islands when
arrested as a Japanese spy appealed to
Minlster MoCQormick.  He was reloased.

S Se——————

Democrats of the states which by the
unit rule are tylng the hands of the
dalegutes favorable to the nomination
of Hearst might be prosecuted under
the Bherman law, which provides pun.
fshment for combinations in restraint of
trade, _

| ————

The automobile crop setis to be
fourtshing prolifieally just now In
Quaba, That ls ali the more reason
why reasonmble regulations should be
strictly enforced governing thelr speed
in busy clty streets, where the danger
of accldents Is greatest.

——e.

sAfter two pitched battlen with the
Thibetans 1t is sopounced that the
natives threaten the Lodian frontier of
Great Britnin. If this does not prove
& valld excuse for extending that from-
tler  north of the Hiwmaluyas, Great
Britain  will be estsbMshing a new
record. i}

Mikstachaestis St Brores ‘thes 'tte

people are no mean descendants of the
beroes of Lexington, lu passiog s bill
making it & crime for bousehold servants
to take commisslons on sales to thelr
employers It Las struck a blow at those
aristookats "who dslight to be robbed nn
royalty Is fleeced,

Henry Wa
the principal ora

Js biligd to shine us
at the Btate wulves-
pity commence exerclsey at Lincoly
pext month. It s not probable, how.
ever; that he witl be found during his
sjourn quartered at Falrview as the

THR NATIUNAL COSTENTION,

Four weeks from today the republican
national convention will meet in Chicago
to put in pomination candidates for
president and vice president. The selec-
tion of a prealdenpial cahdidate is al-
o | ready determined. A large majority of
the delegnteg Bave been instructed for
Theodore Roogevelt and he will be nom-
inated on the first ballot, or possibly by
acclamation. ¥t js noted as an interest-
ing fact that only three times in the
history of the republican party and only
five times In the seventy-two years that
the democtatic party has nominated can-
didates for president by national con-
vention, has the distinction of a nomina-
tion by acclamation been conferred.
(irant was thus pominated In 1568 and
in 1872 and McKinley in 1000, and Jack-
son was thus nominated In 1832, Van
Puren in 1838 and 1840, Cleveland In
1858 and Bryan in 1000, Lincoln would
bave been similarly honored in 1864 bad
it not been that Missouri cast its vote
for Grant,

In regard to the party platform, the
resolutions committee of the convention
will have little work to do. As hereto-
fore noted, n declaration of principles
has already been dmfted for submission
to the committee and very lkely this
will simply undergo a foew modifications.
Its reported tenor {8 in Hne with the
Isst republiean national platform, par
ticulnrly as to the tariff, reciprocity, the
currency, indostrial comblinations, the
merchant marine, the navy and the in-
sular possessions. It will urge the
malutenanee of the policy of protection
to our Industries and labor, na has been
done by every republican state conveps
tion, the party being entirely harmonious

289,840 | in reganl to this question,

The conventlon wlll name a natlonal
committee, the chairman of which, In
nccordance with the desire of President
Roosevelt, will be Mr. Cortelyou, secres
tary of the Department of Commerce
and. Labor, whose .selection has boen
cordially approved by the republican
preis of the country and by party lead-
ers very generally. The only unsettled
matter is the cholce of a candidate for
vice president, but there is no strife for
the honor and there {8 every reason to
expeet that it will be settled promptly
und satisfactorlly, without the least dis-
turbance to the harmony of the conven-
tion. Any one of the severnl men who
are being thought of as viee presidential
candidates wonld be acceéptable to the
party and the convention will be gulded
in making its selection by the consldera-
tion of avallebility,

The promise Is that this thirteenth
natlonal convention of the republican
party will be one of the most harmoni-
ous ever held and that the influence 1t
will exert upon republienns will be
Inspiriting and invigorating, It will
show that the party is prepared to enter
the campaign with ranks united and
with energy, enthusinsm and confldence.
The tactional differences in two or three
states, howaever regrettable, will have no
sarionsly unfaverable effect opon the
ticket that will be named nt 'Chléago,

E——
OBSTRUCTING LAKEE TRADE.

The contest between the lake vessel
owners and the organization of masters
and plleta threatens to be of great injury
to lake commerce If not soon setiled. A
protracted conflict would necessarlly re-
sult in more or less injury to western
producers, who depend largely during
the period of navigation upon the lake
shipping for getting thelr products to
eastern and foreign markets. The ten-
dency will alse be to advance raflrond
frelghts, to the disadvantage of the pro-
ducers,

There are seversl {ssues between the
vasse]l owners and the masters god
pilots, perhaps the one most @ifficult of
sattlement belng the refusal of the ves-
sel owners to recognize representatives
of the orgnnizntion, After & confersnce
in Cleveland last Saturday a vesselman
sald he could sed no reasen for suppos-
ing that the tleup of lake commerce by
the masters and pllots will end at all,
that the véssel owners have firmly de-
glded to stand together apd the mem-
bers of the orsnnlln_llti's are egoally de-
termined not to yleld. Eforts are bhe-
Ing made to submit the questions In
controverasy to arbitration, but there
does not appear to be much prospect of
suceess fn this divection.

* The tlelng up of the commerce of the
great Inkes for any considerable length
of time would be a very serious matter,
The teafMie on those waters I8 immense,
giving employment to thousands of peo-
ple, while the eapltal Invested amounts
to bundreds of millions of dollars. The
lake commerce, It is needless to say, i
a most essentlal part of our domestl
trade and a factor In the transportation
system of the country which is of al
most incaleulable value.

e ———
UVOMMBNDABLY PROMPT ACTION,

When our State department was in-
formed by the comsul of the United
Btates at Tangler, Morocco, that .an
Amarican citizen residing there had
boen abducted by bandits and held for
rankom, instructions were promptly
given the consul to procead with  the
greatest energy and to inform the
Moorish government that an outrage of
this kind upon an American citizen will
not be tolerated. It was also decided by
the Navy department to send one op
mote warships to Tangler should. it he
found necessary to thus lmpress upon
the Moorish government the expediency
of taking immediate and vigorous steps
for securing the release of the captive.

The Intest Information s that the sul-
tan realizes the seriousness of the situ-
atlan and evidently understands that
our'government i very much In earnest.
At any rate his represeutatives, It is
stated, have been smuthorized to grant
all the demands ‘of the brigands if the
men they Bave in eaplivity are fmme-
diately relgased abd it s understood
that negotintions to this end are In
progress. There Is in this incldent an
amsgrance to American citigens In for-

n-tntnqimmwm
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lands of the readiness of thelr

Lslot machines.
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government to extend fits protection to
them in all proper ways, and It further
suggests the greai importance of bhav-
ing at command the means with which
to support our just demands. This Is
the Justification of an adeguate navy.
Nelther the appeals nor the threats of
diplomacy are of much consequence If
A government Is powerless to back them
up in the event of thelr being disre-
garded. The sultan of Morocco would
probably have pald liftle atftention to
the demand of the American consul had
he not been informed that if necessary
a naval force would be sent to Tangler
to enforce the demand.

The Washington authorities are to'be
heartlly commendod for thelr course in
this matter. It will reassure all oitl-
zens of this country abroad of the care
of their zovernment and of its purpose
to demnnd redress for any outrages they
may suffer.

—
MURS WITNBSSES FOlR GURADD JORY,

Two eminent Omaha ministers, Rev.
Robert Yost of the St. Mary's Avenue
Congregational church and Rev, T. V.
Moore of the Westminster Presbyterian
church, deliverad sermons In thelr re-
spective churches- Bunday denouncing
muniélpal viee and graft in gegeral and
the police department of Omaha In par-
ticular.

The salient points of the sermon de-
Hvered by Rev. Mr. Yost were directed
agalngt a clty government that tolerates
gambling, wine rooms, open saloons and
To emphasize his ar
ralgnment Rev. Yost called attention to
the diamond robbery committed in
Olinton, Ia., “a case in which the stolen
goods were traced to Omuha and after-
ward recovered by the owner,” "To
say the least,” Mr, Yost ndded, "It looks
a little strange that an ouvtsider should
coma here and recover the stolen goods
when the Omaba officers could not or
would not." According to reports at
police headguarters, the stolen goods
were recovered through the recent ar-
rest of the robber on another charge,
In order to get free on the recent crim-
inal Indictment he confessed and nas-
gisted the owner in the recovery of the
diamondas from parties to whom they
had been disposed and scattered.

Rev, Mr. Moore took as his text the
Iate manifesto of the Clvie Federation.
Hao declared that he had taken some
pains to inform himself and did not
proceed merely on the word of highly
respected cltizens over whose names the
statements appear. As with regard to
liquor selling, gambling and prostitution,
a blind man could see for himself. *“Blot
mnachine gambling is carried on openly
In scores of places at this very momaent"
and the Civie Federation had specified
half a dozen gambling houses which
were in operation until a short time ago.
“Only yesterday.” continued Mr. Moore,
“came the evidence that even a church
member in this city Is renting a house,
knowing it to be uvsed for immoral pur-
poses. If this {8 so judgment must
begin at the House of God."

When ministers of the gospel make
such specific eharges they must either
speak from personal knowledge ofr
knowledge obtalned from credible wit-
nesses. The police authorities insist
that there have been no public gambling
honses in Omaha for many years and no
gambling house conducted by profes-
slonnls has been running since two years
nago last February. They assert, more-
over, that -policy shop gambling was
stopped A year ago Jast August and no
policy tickets have been sold in Omaha
#lnce that time, The only tolerated
gnmmbling, they say, I8 conducted In the
bucket shops, club houses and In the
back rooms of a few clgar stores, where
card playing is carried on just the same
as it i in private rooms at hotels, and,
for that matter, in the houses of some
very respectabla people.

Now, the police officers elther tell the
truth or they are lylng. If they tell the
fruth the reports charging them with
protecting professional gaumbling are
calenlated not only to do them gross in-
justice, but to reflect serlously upon the
Integrity of the pollce commission that
bes control aver the police of Omaha,
and Incldentally upon Governor Mickey.
If the ministers tell the truth and the
police officers have falsified they are
proper subjects for grand jury ingulsi-
tion and eriminal prosecution.

The police assert that there are no
toleratod wine roomws at present in
Omaha and while 1t 18 true that quite
r number of slot machinés are in opera-
tlon In cigar stores, drug stores and
other places of businesa they clalm that
none of them are money slot machines,
The Bee fully concurs with Rev, Yost
that gambling {8 an evil that can be
suppressed-and alot machines are kinder-
garten gambling, but whether trade slot
machines come under the statute pro-
hibiting gambling 1s still disputed.

Nobody will galnsay or deny that the
soclal evll Is tolerated in Omaba. But
even ministers of the gospel who are
frank will admit that the social evil
has existed from time immemorial and
will so continue. The proper parties to
| prosecute are the owners of bulldings
who rent thelr premises for {mmoral
purposes and if church mémbers are
among the ownaers of this ¢lass of houses
s0 much the worse.

t any rate, the grand jury should
send for Messrs. Yost and Moope, apd
also for all other ministers who have
made lke accusations from the pulpit,

nd let them tell what they know per-
sonslly of gumbling, criminal vice and
partles who rent houses for lmmornl
purposes. The only way to clear the
atmosphere I8 to call those who claim
to know about graft and vice before the
grand jury. )

Et——p——

The World-Herald has a grapevine
telegram from Lincoln to the effect that
Congressman Burkett, ss soon hs nid
promotion to the senate is assured, will
rewanrd his political mapager, Ed Sizer,
by procuring his appolntment to fll the
sont In congress from the First district
thus vacated, We fear this story will
bave to be revised. There s vo provi-

. . -
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sion In the constitution for filling vacan-
cles In the lower house of congress by
appolntment, but, on the contmary, a
special election is dosignated as the only
way to meet such contingencies. The
W.-H. political fiction writer should try
again

———

Rav, Robert Yoat prefaced his sermon
Inst Bunday with this declaration: "I
don't belleve Omaha fs the wickedest
eity on earth. 1 have lived in St Louis”
If Rev. Mr. Yost had lived in Chicago,
In Denver, Ban Francisco, Kansas Oity,
8t. Paul, Minneapolis or even Hartford,
Conn.,, he wounld bhave discovered that
Omaha is not any more wicked than
the towns pamed and possibly a little
less.

]

S———

Moat of the people who have been
talking about graft in Omaha officlal
circles lately are the pame people who
were busy circulating “ugly rumors"
just before the last grand jury. When
called before the last grand jury they
falled to make good, but they should
have a chance to try again before the

presont grand jury.
e——————
Gives Away a Beporet.
Chicago Record-Harald:

Busan B, Anthony recently testified in a
will case that married women knew nothing
about handling money. Miss Anthony evi-
dently dossn't belleve all thesa stories
about women and the trousers pockels.

Confidences Reapected.
Philadelpbla Press.

They are stlll trylng to explaln why the
California demoeratia convention, which
wius againet Hearst when It met, managed
to turn up & malority for him early next
morning. Thess, however, aro confidential
matters which those Informed won't give
Away.

The Country Saved Agaim,
Indlanapolis Journal,

The attorney genernl of Nebraska has
ruled that teachers have no right to require
schoecl children to *“tell on' thelr play-
mates, and If the youngsters refuse (o
tattls on demand they will be upheld by the
courts. Teachers who ask puplls to tell
tales on thelr associates are unfit for their
positions, and no court is needed to prove
the fact.

Ferish the Thought.
Baltimore American.

The same standard of morality In private
lite applied to bumwu methods I8 & theme
coming to the front and belng taken up by
the press and the pulpit, The mandard as
practically applied would cause s revolu-
tion, not to say a cataclysm. Imagine, for
instance, the welrd effectsa of truth and
honesty as leading factors jn Wall street
manipulations!

I*.tr Poockets Replonlshed,
New York Tribune.

After amptying many milllons from thelr
pockets and stockings Inte the Panama
ditch, the French people sare glad to see
Unclée Bam shovelling a few of them back
across tha sea. The performanoce has
mightlly Increased their respeot both for
his pocketbook and the easy confidence
with which he takes up a job they laid
down In despalr.

“Whe's Whoe" ja Indians.
New York Bun.

““God blesa you, me boy,” sald Hon. Bill
Fiynn of Indlanapolle to the Hen. Tom
Tageart of Indinnapatts the dhy after the
Indiana democratie’ cbnvantion. Mr, Tag-
gart's strong right hand was sbre with
congratulation, but; his heart was gay us
& bhonny bird's In a bird seed store. Not
with him be the glory. ‘It was the many
friends of Parker that won,” And what a
winning! “It means that Judge Parker will
be nominated.'” '

Does it mean alwo that Mr. Hill has
promised Trus Thomas Taggart that he
shall be chairman -of the democratis na-
tlonal committes or stick In his thumb and
pull out & plum when ple time comes—If it
oomaes?

Tom Taggart's hat s & wishing cap. Hia
cdlothea are ralnBows. His gind fest tread
threa and one-half Inches.

Playing Dog in the Manger,
Baltimore fun (dem.),

The country has outgrown the delusions
which constituted Mr. Bryan's strength.
The wllver isste 1s dead. The ery for a
dapreciated ourrency—'more money''—as
the condition of a return of higher prices
and prosperity, Is discredited by the events
of the years sinoce 188 Wa have high
prices and mors money per capita on a gold
basis than the country evar had before,
There I8 no scarcity of currency by resson
of the ruppression of the free silver move-
ment, but gold has fMlled the demand and

Mr. Bryan's predictions of blue ruin have
been falsified by the actual oecurrences,
and his remedles ure now generally under-
stood to have been quack remediss. The
osuntry has proapered without them, and
what he declared Impossible has happened.
His trumpery dootrines are disproved and
have been forgotten by everybody but him.
self. He alons survives—to play the dog In
the manger and prevent any demoerat from
doing what he couldn't do—get slecled,

BLACK AND WHITE.

Southern Wrath Depends Much on the
Color of the Culprit.
Chioago Inter Ocean.

Thomas Davis of Ridgeway, Va, got
drunk, entered the home of A& rospectable
woman, and I8 sald to have attempted to
commit thse crima for committing or at-
tempting which negroea aré hanged or
bumed In that latituds, and which s al-
leged as the sole cause of lynching by ita
excusers. He was arrested and put in jall,

Monday night a mob gathered and took
Thomas Davis out of jail. However, he
was not hanged or burned, but merely
given o sound thrashing and then locked up
in jall agaln. Thomas Davie, It may be
mentionsd, {8 a white man,

From one viewpolint Thomas Davis un-
doubtedly deserved the thrashing. Proba-
bly it will do Bim more good and be a
better corrective influence upon his man.
ners and morals than more legal forms of
punishment which, presumably, he will
hereafter receive by due process of law,

Yet the fact romalns that Thomas Davia
waa sharged with the crime which in that
latitude is considered & wufficlent reason
for hanging of burning any negro charged
with even attempting it. Would Thomas
mmnnmmo«mu-:wm
and legal punishment if he had been a
negra?

Probably not, and yet it seama qnll not
to carry the comparison too far. Without
inquiring why & mob, that would have
been “maddened”’ 1o the point of murder
fn its cruslest form If the offender had
begn black, so far controlled lself as to
paune with fitting corporal punishment, It
is enough to record the faet, and to point
10 a cheering elroumstance,

This ia that a mob, even in southern
Virginla, 8 not salways oF Reoassarily
“maddensd” by that particular orime. This
is & plsdsing exception to What the defend.
ern of hynehing have as & uni.
versa) rule. It is true that the exgeption
may not yel axtend to cnses In which binsk
men sre the offenders, but that it should
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the fnancial sltuation s sound. Al a!“

exist ot all s some Improvement
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ARNMY GOSSIP IN WANTINGTON.

Matters of Intérest Gleansd from the
Army and Navy Register,

An important order wili appear nkxt week
from the War department, being that which
changes the entire system of military In-
atruction. For monihs the third divislon of
the genaral staff has boon engaged on this
order and has had the advice of ofoers
Who would naturally bes consulted in the
préeparation of the order and the astablish-
ment of a new system. The division which
has had charge of the subject has sub-
mitted to the chief of staff a long report
explaining tho detafls of the pew ordor, the
provisions of which go very thoroughly
into thq methods of Instruetion, beginning
with the post schools for enlisted men and
ending with the Army War college. For
the first tims the exact scope and system
of that Institution are announced.

The War department authorities are en-
gaged in making arrangements with the
Innd owners at Mannssas, Va., in anticlpas
tion of the occupation of properiy at that
place this summer fo rthe regular army
and militla maneuvers. Bome difficulty has
been encountered In convincing the farmers
that the government can not be held re-
sponsible for the appropriation of poultry
and the jooting of orchards, It s not
likely that very much of this sort of thing
will be dome, but, of course, in & large
body of troops there are men who will
engnge in this sort of plifering. The new
loames, drawn by the judge advocate gen-
eral of the army to cover the uss of prop-
erty, will take Into acoount the question
of damage sustained by fences and orops,
of course, and for this purpose a board
will convens after the maneuvers to de-
termine the extent of Joss In that direction,

The chlef of engineers of the army has
not yet considered whether thére shall ba
Any Increass in the number of West
Polnters who graduate {n Juna and who are
destined for commissions In the corps of
enginsers, For several years it has been
the practios to appoint the ten graduates
who stand higheat on the list of graduates
as second lleutensnts of engineers. It Is
probable that the practice will be followed
this year and next year, deapite the fact
that thére are present thirty-seven vacan-
cles in the junior grade of the corps. There
was somo talk of appointing fifteen grad-
uates this year in order to reduce the num-
ber of vaoanclen as rapldly as posaible,
but it is conmidered worth while to take
Intoe mccount the necessity of avolding a
“hump"” In the corps against the time when
there will be no or few retirements and
when officera of the advanced grades will
be of about the same age. This considera-
tion will probably lead te ths decision to
apppoint no more than ten West Pointers
this year or any suoceeding year to the
corpe of enginoers.

The newly organised assoclation of in-
fantry officars Ia In & most prosperous con-
dition. It has thriven beyond the expecta-
tion of ita nuthors and the lst of membéra
contains more than 1,000 names. This lint
will be published in the first number of
the journal which is to he printed quarterly
by the association for the present; later on
it may be mads a bBl-monthly. All of thé
infantry regiments are represented in the
membership and most of the regiments
have been admitted In A body,

The War department will not lack for a
commissioned personnel from which to
choose officera of the rétired list for mctive
duty. Most of those who have expressed
a willingness to go on duty under the terms
of the army approprintion act have specified
& préference for mtaft dyty, sspeclally on
the goneral staff in Washington and In the
military pecretary’s department. Among
those who have sent In thelr applications
are several former chiefs of staff corps.
To all of these, however, the department
Is veplying that it bas been decided not to
asslgn retired officers to Wtaff corps work,
although there i nothing In the law to
prevent such assignment. It is not a mnat-
ter of the law. however; it Is largely one
of polloy and might be so candidly an-
nounced without offense to anybody. It ia
policy and not law, too, which decides
agninst detalling retired brigadier genernals
to recrulting duty and to limit those plaoces,
#0 far as may be, to officers who are com-
paratively young and who do not posseas
rank and title which will be overpoweringly
out of proportion to the nature of the
work. General Chaffes Delleves that In
making the assignment of relired officers
to duty thera should be taken into account
the class of duty to which the officer with
his rank would be detalled were he still
on the notive list. It may develop, after
all, that the drafts upon the retired list
will not be an generoun as was expected,
It 18 eertain that If General Chaffee’s in-
fluence controls, the assignments of retired
officers to duty will not be reckiess or
merely for the sake of glving employment
with its attendant benefits to as many ap-
plicants as posaible. If there ware no
dincretion exercised it ls certain that odbn-
gross would promptly put a stop to the
whola practice or pincs & limit on the
number of retired ofMcers who may be em-
ployed at one time.

PERSONAL NOTES.

-

Willlam O, Conway, who had been em-
ployed in the land ofMee, Washiugton, for
fifty years, died recently. He was the old-
ent clerk in point of eontinuous servics In
Washington.

An Ameriean named Gay & practioally
king of an island of 70,000 acres In the
Hawallan group. He and his wife relgn in
kmdly fashlon over 100 natives. The Gay
industry is sheep ralsing.

A larges number of Hindu snake charmers
have arrived in this country to exhibit at
the World's fair. Doubtless many of thém
may be abls to secure permanent jobs In
Keeley Instittulons after the falr bhas
clomed.

After experimenting for six years with
wbmen conductors, tha Chilllcothe, O.,
street car management has decided to em-
ploy men in their places, the only thing
against the women belng thelr dificulty In
handling switches—which seéms queer.

Mayor John Weaver of Philadelphla was
& departmani store clerk at §T a week some
twenty veass age. While so employed he
studied shorthand, which he mastered.
Then he became a court reporter, msantime
studying law and eveniually winning ad-
mission to the bar.

Miss Helen Gould says the memento that
she prises more than snything else ahe
possesses la the flag which the sallors of
the Raleigh voted to give tp her in prefer-
ence 1o the eity of Raleigh, It holds »
prominent place in her homs at Lyndhurst,
The Amerioan flag fles every day st Lynd.
huret from sunrise to sunset.

Becrelary Willlam H. Taft has a friend
who s A farmer near a Malne prohibitian
town. A stranger once went into the farm-
er's house, says the secretary, and nsked
for & gless of milk. The farmer filled a
Klass with whisky, milk and sugar, The
stranger, after dralning the oup, handed §t
back and remarked: "My Lord, what »
cow!"

In & murder trial In Lancaster, Mo, last
week Btate's Attorney Bmoot asked & fe-
male witness some question about her do~
mestie affalrs, The witheas resentad the
asking of such & question, saying: “1
reckon & woman hes a right to boss her
own houss,” Mr. fmoot asked what she
meant by that, whereupon Judge Bhelton
interposed: ““The remark made by the wit-
nesy is perfecily clear, and [ am confident
the jury undersiands whatl she moang.
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“After all, there is nothing like

DR. PRICE’S

LSAKING
llunmdit

POWDER
with satisfaction

for nearly forty years.”

THE POPULIST PARTY IN NEBRASKA
e —
Bohuyler Free Lance (Ind.).

That the popullst party In Nebraska Is
“put to sleep” any reascnable person knows
and It is the sleep that knows no wakiing at
that. And the sleep is due entirely to the
party iteelf undet the leaderahip of a class
of fellows who were very short sighted,
to put It mildly.

Tha populist party in Nebraska did not
grow into strength by resson of the prin-
cipies advooated in its platform. It was
first an organised protest agalnst repub-
lican misrule in tha state and an uprising
of tha peopls of all political amliations
aguinst s disreputable set of public thieves
Wwho wetfe holding office under republican
rule and In ocharge ‘of that party. The
uprising caused a new alignment along po-
litioal lines and men became populists
largely &as & protest agalnst the republican
party In Nebraska rather than the embra-
cing of the doodtrine of the populist plat-
form. - But belng clear of political bias
they were free to reason and smbraced | sal
populist prineiples becauss they were right.

The populist party under a fusion with
the democrats were in power in Nebraska
and with @ 8,000 majority in the slate soon
had control of every branch of the state
government, They had a full opportunity
to do and could have mads any reform they
saw Ait, but they falled most dismally. The
londers of the party soon were a class of
men who were on & par with the leaders
of the republican party and thelr pretensca
at reform werse but on the surface and
really meant nothing.

The great majority which made a nomina-
tion by the fusion forces equal to an
eledtion was looked upon &8 o guarantes
for the future and the reason for its ex-
fating were forgotten, They did not con-
that & fallure to do what the people
had & right to expect would mean disaster
and condition politically today in the
#tate 18 but the moral of thée tale which
time has toid. ’

The popullst party bad an opportunity
itsalt Invinelble In the state, but
t it mission and became n collection
ore worshippers whose apparent rea-
exidtensa was to boost a few
leaders and to simply Indulge in boasted
“Yreforma” which 4id not exist. The mem-
ber of the party who was honest in hins
pretensions at reform and tried to draw the
line was soon relegated to the rear as a
dlsturber of harmony. The object of the
party's exiating seemed to be to have the
members vie with each other in their blind
subsarvisncy to the Allens and Holeomba
and Edmistens and Bryans and Thomp-
sons, But theé voters demanded that there
be more than a regulation denunclation
of republican rascallty and official short-
comings on the one side and a shum ¢laim
of reform and desploabls party servitude
to & little set of party dictators on the
other. The band of Joud mouthed re-
formere fell short thelr onoe 30,000 majority
and the deciine came rapidly untll todny
the populist party, once powerful in the
state, i a wickly dependent upon the dem-
peratio organisation. Great God, what s
decline!

On the corporation question nothing was
done but talk aboutl what ths republican
party did not do and what the populist
party was supposed to do. The ralironds
never fared better than under the “reform'’
administration. And the rallroad pass,
which was so bitterly dencunced in the
hands of the republioans, was accepted
with greedy bhands by thess ‘‘reformaers,"
who forgot that they ahould at léast prac-
ticea what they preached,

The wsinte sadly needed & new revenue
moeasurs, becauss the dabt wis getling not
only away beyond the comstitutional limit,
but was incressing rapidly year by year,
yot thete “reformers” falled when It came
to sot and today all’they have on that line
Is to attack the law the republicans passed
whin they returned to power. And in cen-
neotion with that the corporations were
never molesied In thelr sssessment and
during the “ref: " administration were
taxed lower than before or since under re-
publican rule.

The state Institutions should have been
taken out of the degrading depths of party
politics and instead of being oMcered with
pot-house pdltlohu a8 rewards for serv-
loe, should Ilsn m under a civil
service pian, which that all
officars (hersof m ba in the llrﬂop by
renson of sepecial Alness and then to re
main becauss of that fitneas Instead of by
reason of & stand-in

The populist party was a fallure (o power
and fell down In every featurs It was &
succese ol dencuncing mepublican short-
comings and dishonesty, but it wes a fallure
when given the reins of government. The
party oan weil ba classed as a colalction of
loud-mouthed ‘“‘reformers” who proved (o
be the rankest kind of politioal Hekepiities
whose only exouse for existing waa Lo leain
whit & fow leaders desired and to do their
bdding. They were & sucooss At self-
laudation and politioal subserviency. v
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natural causes and defeat was a well-
maerited rebuke. Thoy forgot that they
were Intrusted with power beoauss of
sentiment against republioan misruls and
did not seem to reamlize that their lsase of
lite dependad upon thelr doing what bad
been promised. The homnedt populist who

was In the movement for true reform and .

who measured party sucosss by reaults
soon lsarned that it was no home for him.
It changed from a movement of the peopls,
for the peopls Into & private combination
of thoss who had but ths ons duty, and
that was to follow the leAd of & few dicta~
tors and do thelr will
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