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RIMITIVE man probably dreamed
of the time when he ocould got
from one place to another In &
hurry, and without the expendl-
ture of much effort on his part,

but he didn't dream of the realization that

has been reached by man of the present
mlightened age of the world Man heas
eonquered old ocean, the earth, and has
made pomething more than a start at re-
ducing the realms above the earth to the
oonditlon of well explored and carefully
marked courses for the passages of swift-

Bying alrships, While the achlevement of

that desirable resuit s still In abeyance,

man 8 busy with his latest genuine trl-
umph, the horseless earrfage. It s not the

purpose here (o go Into anything like a

history of the machine, nor of {ts develop-

ment; the (dea being rather to deal with

It as It Is. In a genernl way, It may be

stated that the present highly developed

sutomobile carringe Is one of sevornl bless-

Ingn for which we are Indebted to the

French., It was a Frenchman who econ-

oeived the ldea of making a boller out of

a colled tube, so arranged that water

pumped In at one end came out super-

hented steam at a tremendous high prose
sura mt the other, and this by the minimum
sxpoenditure of fuel. This boller made the
stenm wagon a practieal affalr. Prior to
this electricity had been used, but the suf-
ficleney of the stornge battery had not yet
becn eatablished, Wizgard Thomas A, Edl-
pon contributed from his genlus, and now
the atorage battery s wll that could well
be asked of [t. Bome time before the bulld-
fmg of nutos had been estallished on the
high plane of Industry it has now attained
gnsoline motors on the principle of the gns
engine had been In use, and the enterpris-
fng mechanle wasn't long in adapting the
mmnoline motor to whizz-wugon uses, As in
ths came of the bleyele, speclalists have
taken hold at every point, and the motor

anr that was a wonder four years ago is a
back number now, and the triumph of to-
day In likely to be outclassed by the car
that will be on the market next season.

—
The auvtomoblle has been made practical
nd practicable for all purposes to which

vehicle enn be devoted. In Burope it
been Inatalled In every avenue of hu-
man potivity requiring transportation fa-
eilitlen, and In America it has passed be-
yond the fad stoge, and {8 coming to be
yecognized an & real factor, If not an actual
necessity, in urban lfe. Omnha has been

A litle plow about taking hold of the new

depariure, malnly because of the nature

of ths country and the condition of the
roads phbout the city, but now that the
machines are made so that they are really
pervioeable on any road that e at all passa-
ble, the Omnha people who have the money
fo spend for an automobile are buying them

M fost pe peveril ugencies can deliver

thom, About 100 machines are now owned

here, ranging all through the severnl sizes

#nd maokos, and orders iire In for many

more, o boe deliversd during the summer,

#e that the toots that are now heard on

tho strects will be muliplied and Increased

Pefore winter comes agntn. One of the

Jocal owners demonsirated thet an aute

pmy be made very comforiuble even for

winter uses by housing his In, leaving
paly the chauffeur expored to the wenther,
hers poorned (o peck the protection thus
aforded and drove through all kinds of
weather during the winter, and proved
fhut & maching Is of Just as much service
fs & tenm could aver expect to be,
———

fip te the presemt no effort has been
pundo Lo introducs the solf-propelied truck

o tho stroets of Onuihe, but It peems anly

# short time ngo that the steam or gas

firlven parvinge was n slranger here, tuo,

pie 1L a pot unressonable to expect that
peafore many moocos the ohnuffeur will be
busy wround the frelght houses and In the
jobbing district, and elght and ten-ton
Joads will rumble over the street on cars
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pushed by engines registering several times
the number of horse-power now used In
handling Omaha's Infernal freight traffic.
Very recently Im New York a test was
mide of these trucks, und tipy were found
to hiwve n wonderful degree of efliclency.
Auto racing, sald lc; be a most exhiler-
ating and exciting form of sport, iz still
In its swaddling clothes here. Last scnson
two or three owners of blg machines en-
gaged In pome desultory tests of speed and
driving abllity, but the wddition of & num-
ber of the great touring cars, with their
engines running away up into dotible figures
on Indicated horsme power, 18 certain to
bring nbout an wmbition to boat somebody
In a race. The Omuhn Automobile club
has not as yet formulated any program,
but somoe of the owners have intimated that
they would not be averse to an Invitation
to see whose muachine can cover the dis-
tance In the shortest time. It has been
suggested that some Interest might be de-
veloped In & road race over the old century
course, from Omaha to s polnt north of
Tekamah and return. In the days when
Omuoha was full of bicycle riders that
courge was frequently negotiated by the
ambitious roadburncrs, wand It certainly
offers an ldeal place to test not only the
powers of the machine, but the skill and
pnerve of the driver. It has the bills and
the level strotches, the curves and the
strialghtawny bits, and affords a wvarlely
of scencry, In case the racing chauffeur
should find Wmself with time on his hands
to look ut the country he was passing
through,

—— =
Fredrickson, who carries & Iarge
and fine line of horseless carriaged, Waos
the ploneer In the nutomoblle business in
thia elty, He brought to Omaha (he MArst
auto that ever traveled s strects, abuout
five years ago, and later brought the fArst
heavy touring ear that came to the cliy.
Mr. Fredrickson sald:

“When 1 passed up Farnam streel with
the new Winton touring car crowds of
people congregated on the sldewalk to look
at it. Those 1 talked to sald 1 would never
be able to sell It here; that the price
was too high, and the machine too elab-
orate for any one In Omaha, but I suld
that and many others since, Last
year we dizposcd of seven of these houvy
machines, and sold six of them In two
maontha,

"I have made the autamoblle business
e study ever since there has been such a
business, It has been my pollcy to attend
all the automobile shows In different parts
of the country, and there I have plocked up
A large stock of Information sbout the
mnchines and the busineas

‘“I'ie outlook for bLusiness this year Is
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better than It has ever been, and we have
made many sales alresdy, with numbers
of people In sight who are contempluting
the purchase of an auto, Bince the busi-
ness hag proven suceessful a lurge num-
ber of other dealers have enguged In it
My trade Is about egually divided between

the elty and country, The bulk of my
business {s confined (o the siales of Ne-
braska and lowa, but my maill order and

supply business extends over a much largoer
territlory. There has been nothing but
American-made cars sold in Omaha so far,

The foreign cars, 1 belleve, are too high-
priced, and the majorily of people helieve
they are not as durable on our roads

as the American curs,

“It s my Inlentlon to accept the chal-

lenge of Colonel Hoaywiard of Nebraska
City to ruce him from that place to St
Louls, he to use his steam launch and I

a Winton ear. The race will probably be
open to all comera and 1 think It will be
very Interesting, It ls= the present In-
tention of several Omaha people to go to
Bt. Louls for the great automoblle meet
to be held there In Auvgust. 1 will go,
leaving here about Augu=t 8, and will make

the trip in an automobile.'
“Automobiles,” sald G. 1. Smith of the
Clark Powell Automobile compuny ot Fif-

teenth and Davenport streets, when asked
to give hils view regnrding the outlook for
Yred-deviling” “There is Lo be
more Looling about the strests the coming
season than even thoseé In the business
dared hope for. Everyvone who has the
price seems to want one, and hardly do we
get o consignment of machines boforp they
arc all sold, The main reason for this de-
mand s that the moachines are vastly lme-
proved. The automublle that hand a pen-
chant for ¢coming to a stop right across the
car tracks and holding back o long line of
cnrs and conductors 8  gone.
Gone also 1s the machine which created o
nolse Hke o volloy of musketry and emitted
an odor unlike rose bouaguet, and with the
passing of thosa Lypos of moachines has dis-
appearad the general opinfon that nn
auto wis a thing with which no life-loving
man ought to Lumper,

“Many Omaha asutomobiNsts are contem-
plating o trip to St Louls this year In thelr
machines, Intending to travel from here to
Topekn and thence on,. We had a
large demand for medlum-sized touring
gars, White Hteawmers and Cndillucs seom-
ing to caich the popular fancy. Besides
those who buy machines for pleasure, we
are supplying many autos for people whosa
business necessitates them travellng around
the city and who formerly kept horses,

“The one drawback for the auto ln this
eity la the conditien of the roads. 1 al-
wayw thought the city council d4id & lot

this senson
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of unnecessary work when It passed thag
Fpeed Llimdt ordinance, as no man with &
respect for the lpsurunce compoanics would
travel over the lUmit as the roads are now,
A beginner loses much of that pleasuriable
thrill which 18 only allowed the person
with the anuto specs, when he dives over
a preciplee on Dodge gtrect or manouvers
around the jrrigating ditches on Capitol
avenue,'

J. J, Deright of J. J. Deright & Co. sayms
YWhile we are carrying automobiles Ia
pteck snd selling some, we are not as yet
in the buslness Lo any great extent, but
we are currying what we belleve to Le ths
finest line of cars lu the city. It is our
Intention later to put in o much larger
stock and go into the business on a more
extengive scale. It begins to look as though
there Is to be much interest mani-
fested in the automoblle,

Among the cars carried by the firm Is
& depot wagon which lg certainly a model
of beauty and neatness, It is equipped
with electric llghts both inside and out
All of the windows are of plate glass, and
by drawing the curtalns the car can be
made perfectly dark. A speaking tube
hangs by the chouffeur's seat with which
communleation ean be had with the occu-
pants of the car, The sidelights are
equipped with electric light bulbs, and the
finleh of the whale wehicle = aboult as
nearly perfect as it is possible to make
it. The car s a Waverly, By an Indl-
cator on the footboard In front of the
driver's seat it can be seen juslt how much
electrivity |8 on hand, so that there {8 no
danger of running out between stations,
A Thomas three-cylinder gasoline car is
also displayed, which |8 capable of mak-
ing n spead of fifty miles an hour, The
run from Omaba to Fremont was made one
day lagt week in one hour and thirty min-
utes. The Waverly runabout s also &
very neal affulr with all modern improve-
ments.

“We are in the automobile business more
for fun than anything else Just at pres-
ent. [ like to put In some of my time with
them, as it is very interesting to me, but
we are golng In heavier a little later on,™
gald Mr. Deright.
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T. M. Bromwell, representing the Ram-
bler Automoblle company in Omaha and
the state, was Installlng a car of machines
in hizs palesroom at 1606 Caplitol avenus,
when thoe status of the automobile of to-
day was asked of him, Mr. Bromwell sald:

“Lagt geason proved the practicabllity of
the automobile ns a means of locomotion,
both from a plessure and business stand-
point, and the seeds planted last year are
bearing frult in abundance this season,
Yes, Indeed, the automobile is a practical
proposition, particularly from a business
standpoint. 8¢ far thie season fully 88
per cent of our sales have lLeen (o the
medical profession alone, They, more than
any olher of the professional men, have
found the machines adapted to thelr pe-
cullar needs and they are falllng in lne
with remarkable rapldity., Other business
men to whom time I8 an Important factor
are nlso belng enrolled.

"T'he multl-cylinder car, of ten or more
horse-power, 18 the kind most in demand.
'eople want a machine that will overcome
such obstacles as mud, sand and bad roads;
in fact, I have figured that 86 per eent of
our eales have been on machines of this
clns=, 1 might state that In the smallor
towns we have sold 76 per cent In places
of 1000 or less population and about B8
per cent of these sales hiave been to the
farming class. In the past peopls sought
merely a machine that would transport
them, but pow they seek one that can be
rolled on abeolutely as & means of loco
motion,

“At recent automoblle sliows over W
per cent of the machines exhibited were
operated by gnsoilne, which was fully es-
tablished as a motlve powor last season,
There Ia little changs in this season's mas
chilnes aside from minor improvements thal
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