Career of a Nebraska Jockey

THORPE :{'I'H'I‘ AITER WINNING THE FRENCH DERBY AT PARIS LAST

BEABON,

O HAVE ridden on the tracks for
twenty-two years, In six different
countries, and in all of his caroer
to have never fallen foul of the
stewirds, or be In any wiy nc-

cused of divhonest or dirty work, s a

reputntion few Jockeys can lay clalim to,

and one of these few Is Charles Thorpe,

a Nebraska product, Apart from the usunl

custom of tha men of hig profession, who

ride Into popularity by a scries of sensis
tionnl wins, and after i season or two
expire in o widriwind of extravagnnee, the
end of his career sces hlm with b substan-
tinl bank account and o fine farm ot
Geneva, Neb, where he Intends to pnss
the rest of his days. By hard and cone
sclentious work hoe has risen, step by stoep,
every year making him more populur with
tha ownera. From his first mee, which
bhe won in Omnha twenty-two years ago, Lo
his Anal brilllant runnlng last scason In

Pards, hard work and the strictest hon-

esty have boon his methods and  those

mothods are the secrot of his success.

Thorpe frst came Into prominence hy
winping seventeen consequtive races on
Beolle K., the property of a Mr. Tucker,
about twenty yours ago, the rmees bolng
run in lowa and Nebraska, SBhortly after
hoe captured n big race at St, Louis In n
gensational manner on a horse called Yel-
lowtnll, and wis In turn himself captured
by the castern sportsinen,

Though his name I8 well known on the
American turf, his greatest successes have
been In Burope: the French Derby,  the
Liverpool Cup, a place In the English
Derby, and lmportant races in Belglum,
Italy and Germany, huve been captured
by him. He has ridden before many of
the ocrowned heads of BEurope, and more
than once come whond of thelr private
horses, Together with 8loan, Thorpe -
troduced the Ameorican stylo of riding in
England, From an artistic point of view
the style {8 not pretty; shork stirrups belng
peed and the body of the rider belng well
over the horse’'s neck., Thorpe's Orst ap-
pearance In Englond was al Worklngham
Handleap, o race which figures prominently
in thoe rucing calendars, As he rode Lo
the post a roar of laughter and derision
greeted him from the English crowd, the
betting dropped down to # to 1, aond even
at that low fgure few besides hils em-
ployer, E. Corvigan, an American sporta-
man, desired to place any money on him.
The result of that race came as o shock
to the English racing public and the shouts
that greeted him ot the ond of the ruce
wero not of derision.

“1 will always remember that race,'” sald
Thorpe, smiling. *“We had to iravel round
the course twles. The grand staund was

packed with people, and as wo posscd 1t
the first time, all In o buncly with the
fuvorlte leading, a roar weng up from the
crowd. When we passcd the stand the sce-
ond time 1 was neck and neck with the

favorite, and there was hardly a sound. I §

went past the Judges' siand o bare Inch
whead, belug one of the closest races 1 have
ever won. | was riding agalnst some of
the bLest horses and best Jockeys In Eng-
lhiend, wnd besides my mount was never a
favorite by any means. The new siyle of
riding caught on and sincee that time It
hits been copled wll over Europe.'

Lonat yeur Thorpe rode for Viscount
d'Arcourt, a French nobleman, and gucs
cevded in winning the French derby  for
him at the Longechamps course, besides
many other minor races. While racing In
Maris lost season his mount slipped and
ciurmwe down with him, placing hlm in the
dangerous position as can be seen In the
HHustration. After lying four weeks In hed
n Frenchman approasched him and gave
him the snapshot taken of the acelder:

A good story is told of Thorpe and Tod
Bloun while they were riding in 8an Foan-
clsco. It was at the tUme when Bloan was
Al the height of his glory; he won eyery
race that he rode in and the followers of
the gnme had come to look upon him as
Invincible, on opinlon that Sloan Is sald
to have had himeelf., One of the blg races
which he was booked to ride geenied to him
& pretty sure thing, and as Anna Iled nnd
her company of girls woere in the city ot
the time, he Invited them to gee the race
and incidentnlly sce him win. For their
convenlence he Hired a gmart four-ln-hand
turn-out, and in fact provided for every-
thing In that royval way which has maoade
him as famous as his riding, When the
race wis over Sloan found himself beaten
nnd saw the bevy of girls spuiling thete
gloves In honor of Thorpe, who had wan.

Through wll his travels Thorpe has been
accompinled by Mrs, Thorpe and o white
bulidog as a mascol, *“l'he dog brings me
luck,” he said loughingly. “1 win the racoe
und Mras. Thorpe sc¢es to the financinl end
of the proposition, and the last reason la
why I am able to retive to a nlee farm,™

One of the greatest dificultivs he hos ex-
perienced in his racing career has boen his
trouble In tralning down to the requisite
stundards, Welghlug 102 pounds normally,
it has boeon only by the hardest kind of
work that bhe moanuged to satiafy the
stowards,

Apart from hils profession, Thorpe Is a
thorough sportsman, A keen hunter, he
enjoys nothing more than to walt in the
reeds of o windy morning for the fiying
duck or partlicipate In u trap shoot, In the
Iast respect he I8 almost a8 well known as
for his riding. A few wecks ago he lost to

THORPE, HIS8 MASCOT, TRAINER AND TWO AMERICAN STEEPLECHASERS.—

From a Photo Made nt Newmarket,

Gus Harte by only one bird, but succeeded,
in company with McDonald, In beating
Harte und Townsend a short time after-
witrd at a M-target shoot

When nsked if he intended to ralso racers
on lils furm nt Geneva, Neb, he repiiad in
the negallve. His racing days are over,
he has heard for the last thime the shout
of the crowds procluiming him victor, and
has finlshied with the dust and the dash of
the track, and finlshed with It altegether.
In no manner does he intend to nesodlate
Hlimself with the turf now, and thinks
thero I8 more profit in hogs than horses,
During the last few wecks both Mr, and
Mrs. Thorpe have been In Omaha on ac-
count of the latler's lll-health, but they
Intend leaving for thelr farm home as soon
us she recovers.

- -
New Head of Family

Harry Payne Whitney has been care-
fully trudned to meet the responsibilities
thrust upon him by Wis father's will,

The whole Whitney eslate s I‘Iill'l'l“ In
his hunds for management and conse-
quently young Whitney from this time on
is destined to tuke an acuve purt in thae
fAnancial community,

Young Whitney Is in his thirty-second
year. KEver since his graduation from Yale,
In I, hs LGuher bas schooled him In
finnnce and the management of large
affnlrs, .

It was originally the elder Whitney's
intention to make a lawyer of the young
man, and after leaving Yole young Whit-
ney wina #¢nt to the Columbia Law school.
Ho did not finish the course, his marriage
to Misa Gertrude Vanderbllt, tha eldest
dnughtar of the iate Cornellus Vanderblit,
on August 25, 18, cutting short his study
uf the law,

Harry Payne Whitney 1s best known by
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EHORPE'S HORSE FALLING WITH HIM ON PARIS RACKE COUIBE ON KING EDWARD'S DAY, LAST EKASON—A
MOST REMARKAILE ENAP BUHOT PHOTOGRAPIL

the general public as a polo player, yachts-
man, race horse owner, automobilist and
generul sportsman, but he has other quall-
tles.

He |18 not unnecustomed to the manage-
ment of large Investments. When ho mar-
ricd Miss Vanderbilt elght years ago his
futher settled o sum upon him sutiicient
to aupport him In fine style and placed
the money absolutely in his care,

The elder Whitney also gave him out-
right the mansion at the southwest corner
of Fiftyv-seventh street and Fifth avenus,
which has been the family home during
the lifetime of the first Mrs, Whitney.

When the late Cornellug Vanderbilt died
Mre. Harry Payne Whitney came Into =
fortune of $86000M, being her share of
her father's estate, For several years
young Whittiey has had the management
of this large property and for the |ast
three years he hus been gradoally asum-
Ing the management of different portions
of bhis father's wealth.

1ie has three children, the eldest belng
Flora Payne, named for hls mother. She
will be 7 years old in July next. Willlam
Vanderbilt Whitney 18 b yewrs old, nnd
there 1s a girl baby not yet a year old.

When Robert A, Van Wyek was elected
Mayor he appointed young Whilney &
commissioner of municipal statistics. It
was an honorary position, with few duties
and no salary. Young Whitney tred of it
in litte more than a year and resigned.

The new head of the Whitney famlily is
a good looking young man of medium
Leight, rather slender in bulld, but hardy
and strong, His clean-shaven face Is rather
bovish. He Is democratle in manner,

He s as fond of fine horses as was his
futher, and hls knowledge of horses im
considerable. He ls one of the best ama«
teur riders In the country, and ns a polo
player has few superiors.

The elder Whitney wvirtually retired from
the actlve business world two YCArs Ago
and put his large wealth to a great extent
Anto Investment properties of a conserva-~
tive character,—New York World

'Use of Paper Universal

The Japaness use papoer al every mos-

iment, The string with which a deft-handed

“Jarling of the gods'" dves up the articles
you buy s made of paper, The handker-
chlef (thrown away after use) Is paper,
[the partitions dividing the houses are pa-
;per and the pane through which an Indis-
creat eve looks at you ls paper. The pans
fg certainly wanting in transparenecy, but
there 18 a slmple remedy. One flnger I8
phssed through the paper—that 18 al. Af-
terward o small plece Is stuck om the
opening with & graln of rice, The men's
hats, the cloak of the porter who carrles
nis burden, singing & coadence through
the rain, the garment of the boatman who
gondusts you on board, the tobacco pouch,
clgar case—all are paper., Those elegnat
flowers ormamenting the beautiful hair of
the Japaness ladies and those robe collars
which are talon for crape—papesy

I

Ld
- '-——-4ﬂ - - -




