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FIGHTING OFF PORT ARTRUR

. ‘'What Tranapired in the Zone of Fire During
Early Dayr of Warn

ACTIVITY OF THE RUSSIANS IN HARBOR

Pew York Merald Correspondent Getn
A Letter Trhoagh from Chee-Fon
Recoanting Some Fxints
ing Events,

Copyright, 1#4, Ly Francls McCullagh.)
HEFOO, Feb, Ib—iNew York Herald

"On the night of
was Iying Just
of Port Arthur
ship Columbia,

Monday,
oiitside
harbor
Caplain

February & 1
the
in the
Anderron,. The
Columbla had coma from Chefoo on
Bunday morning, but wus soon informed
that It wus 1o bo guarantined for twenty-
four hours. Accordingly 1 had a good deal
of time to watelh the Rumsdan fleet and to
writa lhﬂq{ the Imposalbility of the Japu-
nese ever attacking Port Arthur. The
weather was particularly fine, the sun shin.
Ing brightly and the temperature being suf-
fAclently warm to admit me strolling

mbout the deck without an overcout

' On Bunday | saw one of the vessels ene
! pige In target practice, the tnrget being n
| minlature man-of-war, which was towad by
& steam Iaunch, nnd although the shooting
wWas not good, It was not o bad as it had
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+ Peen previously represented to me

" On Monday we heard that the Japanese
' ponsul at Chefoo was in the harbor on bosrd

& Brtlsh stewmer he had chariered with

the object of taking nll the Japanose sawas
. from Port Arthur. This news ecxoited us
pomowhat and we began to think that
denpite the fact that things geterully
meemed to be in exactly the aame positton
s they had been In for months past, some-
fhing serfoos must have ocourrod.

By and by wo notced that the Russians
Partinlly cleared for action, and sven sant
ashors thelr bhoats In some cases. But
as the day wore on and nothing more hap-
pened, we gradually forgot about these
ominous signe and wondered I we would
, FYeally get out of quarantine next morning

or get an additional twenty-four hours
\ "Toward dusk the three torpedo boata that
hnd been in the habit of patrolling outside
the fleet passed us, coming from the shore
and making a nolse that reminded us of
the proverbial politeman'™s boots, which
give falr warning to evil-doers [or scores
of yards ahead of him.

On the whole, there wae n good deal of

Y trafMo all day between the flest nnd the

| mhore, steam launches, elther hooded naval
launches or open launches belonging to

L trading companies, passing continually to
and fro. Bome of these daunches earried
coal to make up for that burned by the
warships during the day, One carried
pome women, who probably went 1o dine on
oné of the vessels, and one caurried a shilp's
band that had doubtless been performing
st some function aahore,

Work on the Novik,

Alongnide the Novik we uoticed a small
| boat with & ted fing. Wea thought at first
that this boat carrled powder, but the ex.
traordinary léngth of time It remained
mlongalde the orulser, the fact that no
powder seemed to be passed Into the ves-
~ mal and the movaments of the men in the
‘boat Jed us to conclude nfterward that
‘below the boat was a diver who was search-
ing for some leak or other defect In the
. Novik.
! About § o'clock, just after we had finlshed
dinner on board the Columbia, a sound of
: singing reached our ears, mnd, on golng
outside, we heard the Russian sallors
ehanting thelr night prayers. The "Pater-
noster'” in old Russian, the “"Ave Marin'
or & prayer corresponding to that favorite
invoechtion of the Latin church, und finally
& short prayer for the cmar. Boftened by
distance, the chants from the various ships
blended together In one harmonious whole
and sounded so romantic, so reminiscent
of convent schools, of old Spaln and of
medlaevalism generally that even the chief
sngineer, a Beotchmun of the unromantic
name of Bmith, was near being affected,

The night was dark and the numerous
Yghte twinkling all over the spacious bay
marked the position of the Russian ves.
 mela.

‘As far aa I am able I shall give other po-
sitlons In the accompanying sketch, 1 am
not quite sure of the perfect accuracy of
this sketch, as some of the vessels may
have moved during the dusk, and as they

I am pre-
PAred, however, to vouch for the general

.« mecuracy of the plan, which will make it

! elear to the reader later on that the Jap
i’ selected the ships that were by thelr
%’ﬂt’nn most dieult of all to torpedo,

WA ® o'clock I sat down to finish the

{ ®article about which I have already spoken,

' 4n which 1 had lajd it down as & funda-
manial propomition that the Japanese
would nover attack Port Arthur. Bome-

how or other I had baocoma mors convineed
an this point after naving neard the sall-
e sny thelr night prayers. The Russians

had evidently the fulleast confidence In
themsaelves or they could not pray so beau-
tHeully, and 1 folt as safe lying on the

pdge of that mighty flest as 1 would have
felt In the heart of Tondon,

What inereassd my feeling of confidence,
though it ought not ts have done mo, WAS
the fact that the Fussians ssemed to think
It unneécessury o make any considerable
use of their searchllghta, Previously they
used to annoy the oMeers of the merchant
steamors by the way in which they blinded
them with the flashlight, either until they
were out of might on the way tn Chefoo
or until they had entered the Inner harbor
of Port Arthur

Fiash of Searchiights,

On leaving Port Arthur for Chefoo the
prévious Friday I had seen for myself
that & light wns kept flashing on us till we
ware out of s=ight, but on our return we
wers not, T was told, subjected Lo such a
long, eontinuous scrutiny, and on Monday
night no light had been flashed on us At
all up to the time which I have now
renched.

At exactly 11'80 T wns preparing to re.
tira to bed for the night when 1 heard
thres mufed explosions, followed almoat
immediately by the discharge of amall
guns. Then arose from amid the blankets
in un afolning cabiif thy voles of Captain
Andorson, the skipper of the Columbla!
"War's declared!” were the words he ut-
tered, and seldom have 1 heard words so
brimful of bitter frony.

If the captain had cursed the Russians
for half an hour for disturbing hitm 1n his
first sleep by thelr confounded practice
firing he coull not have conveyed a deeper
Impression of dfsgust. 1 thought It a con-
foundsd nuleances myself that the Rus-
Eiang should begin thelr practice at such a
time, especinlly as the alr wan now wvery
cold, but as 1 could not afford to mies
&ven & merely spectaoular display T hastlly
pulled on my bhaots and overcont and went
on deck. There 1 saw nothing very ex-
traordinary. 1
All the Russinn vessels wers now using
thelr searchiights =0 that the sea around
them shone ke n shest of sllver. One or
two searchlights earefully swept the shore,
nnd especially the entrance to the inner
harbor, One blaging eye glared at the Co-
lumbin for fully five minutes, making us all
feel alightly uncomfortable, an If a police-
mun's bull's-eye Inntern had been fashed
In our faces or as If we were standing for
pholographa
Strong, bhowever, In the conviction of In-
nocenca the little group on deck bore that
blinding stare unflinchingly, making at the
same tims uncomplimentary remnrks about
the owner of that particular searchlight.
Bome lights wern directed upward st an
angle of about 4§ degrees and did not seem
to be brought Into requigition at all. 1 no-
ticed that the lighthouse lamp burned
brightly and that the gulding lghts at the
entrance of the harbor had not been extin-
gulkhed,

SBome warships were, however, In com-
plete darkness, and If 1 did not know that
It waa ull make belleve I should have con-
sldered thelr appearance as awe-inspiring.
They hng censed to ba ships and becomse
dreadful black blotehes on the water, atill
as death, but llable to burst at any moment
into manifestations of hellish energy.

Sound of the Guna,

Meanwhile the firlng of light guns—slx-
pounders, I should say—continued avery two
or three minutes, but the nolse was nothing
to what I had heard on other occasions of
practice firing and the like, and I began to
feel that the sight was not worth the In-
convenlence It caused me. 1 therefore re-
turned to the saloon, where the captain
arked me to join In o whisky and soda he
and some of his oMcers were having.

“Lat us drink to the war just begun,”
quoth the captaln, In his most fronical tone
—Captain Anderson 18 o master of delicats
irony—and, laughing nt the skipper's sally,
we all drank to “the war just begun.*

"Well, they're In desperate earnest to-
night, anyhow,” remarked the mate. as he
turned to go, "You must have noticed that
thene firnt three explosions were submarine.
Dindn’t you remurk how the boat trembled?
Quite o different thing, a submarine ex-
ploslon, to an explosion that takes place
above the water."

“Yes," sald the skipper, “they were sub-
marine oxplosions right enough, these first
thres. Bhould say that one of thelr mines
exploded.”

The excitement . of the Chinese crew
caused us great amusement, and when the
skipper discovered that one of them had
Hghted the compuss and engine room tele-
graphs—which are, of course, only lighted
when n vessel Is going to men—and had
taken up his position at the wheel as if
we were golng off immediately, the laugh
that went up from tho ship's officers rang
merrily over the bay,

1 alse lnughed myself when the joke was
expiained to me, and on going forward
und seeing the lamp that showed the com-
pass throwing Its pale light on the fright-
ened face of the Chinaman who had perpe-
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trated the joke, 1 laughed again 1 aleo
felt quite pelassd with mysslf for knowing
so muah more than this ignorant China-
man and tried hard to induce the two Rus-
sian guards we had abourd that war had
been declared.

But. although also
they were too cunning for me
only practice,” they sald, grufiiy
At 12 o'clock the fring slackensd and ¥
¢ame to the conclusion that I had had
enough of it for ons night. Later I heard
the firing recommence, and 1 now noticed
that somewhnt heavier guns were belng
fired. 1 also heard the whins of ahells, In
the early morning the chisf officer told me
& Russian officer had come aboard and
wanted to say something, but could not
manage to make himself understood, as he
only spoks Russlan, a languageswith which
the chief oMcer is not acguatnted,

Harbor fs Hlockaded.
Without stopping to take breath, the
chief officer went on to tell me that two
big battleships had taken up thelr position
right opposite thes entrance to the harbor.
YA most unusual thing,” he added, "“They
must really have got a scare last night
after all. Tha firing osased, by the way.
at about 3 this morning. Thase battleships
1 speak of came abramst of the entrance
at 1 o'clock. At gbout 1:30 a number of
youpg naval ofMicers came aboard of us,
nvidently wery excited, and one of them
tried to talk to me In French, but as he
always relapsed In his excitement Into his
mother tongue | could not make head or
tall of what he sald. He got po muddled
up that he simply danced around the decl
in pure madness.™
There was no light In the cabin, but the
reflection from the searchlights showed me
that the oMcer's face was coversd with
perapiration. He seemed to be very ex-
cited. T asked him If he could ppeak Gor-
man, and he sald he could, and then went
on to speak to me In Russian,

His words were: “His excellancy, the
viceroy, hus lssued a decres ordering that
no commercial ships leave or enter the
harbor of Port Arthur."

He repeated this twioce, and then, apolo-
giring for disturbing me' he  turned ab-
ruptly and disappeared.

I cannot say that 1 was in the least dls-
turbed by thilas occurrence, for 1 saw noth-
Ing unusunl In an order evidently lzsued
with the object of keeping merchant steam-
ers from getting into the way of the war-
ships while the latter were engaged In
maneuvers,

There was now no firing, but the search-
lighta of the vessels were as busy as they
had been the night before. The position
of some of the vessels had chinged, and,
trus enough, as the chief ofMcer had al-
ready Informed me, there were two big
men of war lylng close to the mouth of
the harbor with all thelr llghts burning
and thelr flashlights playing around them.
Breaking of the Day.

. The lighthouse |lamp had gone out,
though It was still dark, but the gulding
lights burned brightly.

“I cannot for the life of me understund,”
sald the mate, “what they mean by placing
these warships In such a position, Most
extraordinary position! Sure enough they
must have got a bad scare last night.”
Then we tried to warm ourselves by
walking up and down the deck. The moon
was now shining. Thera was a light
southerly breeze and a whitish mist lay on
the horizon., The peacefulness of nature
was In strong contrast to the agitation of
man. It was long after the day had
dawned hefore the Russlan vessels ceased
using thelr searchilghts, and by that time
the practiced aye of one of the ofMoers of
the Columbia had detected something un-
natural in the position of the two war
ships lying at the harbor mouth. He was
not very long In eoming to a conclusion.
“They've had a collilsion or met with
some sccident,” he sald, “thers can be no
doubt mbout that. See the list that big one
has got. Why, her name is nearly touching
the water. And the other has = list aft.
Benldes, they're both aground. Thers can
not be more than seventeén feet of water
thers,

"By gosh! one of those Chinese bovs told
me Just now two pleces shlp atrike to-
gether In night time, and you see he's
perfectly right after all. There must have
been & collislon, But how the deuce dld
he know It? And what do they all mean,
I wonder, by flying their flags &t the mast-
head 1

It took us some considerabla time to real-
Ize that two of Russin's best and blggest
battleships luy helpless almost within a
atone’s throw of us. Then wa all exclaimed
simultaneously: “What will the Jupanese
do when they hear this?' and the anawer
each of us gave was that Japan would de-
clare war at once If she heard it. By and
by somebody suggested that perhaps the
vensels had been torpedoed or had run on
submarine mines, but that view was con-
slderod too far fetched, and the genernl
opinfon was that there had been a oollision.
I, for one, wan 80 convinoed that this was
the only rational explanation that 1 wrote
out & teleyram to be dispatched fo the
Herald from Chee Foo, and gave It to a
gentleman on board the ship with Instruc-
tlons to send it off on his return to Chee
Foo by the Columbia In case I did not see
him previously,

Discuss the Disaster,

I 414 this bacauss 1 felt sure that the tug
would come along for us In a few moments
and that I would have “tiMin" that day In
Port Arthur.

After having made arrangements for the
dispaten of this telegsmm, | came on deck
aguin and found that the excltement of the
ship’s ofMicers about the torpedoed ships
had ‘only increased. It was generally
recognized that the Russians would do all
they could 1o keep the news back for some
time, even If they had to cut all communlt-
catlon baiween Chee Foo and Port Arthur
and to administer repeated doses of guaran-
tine to the Columble and the other British
ships In harbor,

“But the Japansss In Port Arthur will
soon find out about it,"" sald the mate, “and
no power on egrth will prevent them from
carrying the news to Japan. They'd walk
all the way to Corea; they'd go to sea In a
‘sampan.’ Japun s bound to know of this
in & few days.”

“And as soon as she knows of It she'll
strike,” remarked the second officer: “the
two fleets are now on an eguality as re-
gurds battleships, and the Japanese are
not likely to give Russia time to repalr
these two ™

This was the tone of our conversation as
we rapldly walked the deck In the faint
gray, chilly dawn of tha: hleak winter
morning. We could nevor get away from
the one polnt, and we ‘Wwere s0 over-
whelmed by the magnitude of the disaster
that we could only converse about It in
monosyllables. ‘Thess monosyllables gen.
erally constituted abrupt and sometimes
profane exclamations expressive of the
Fignntic nature 6f the miafortune that had
overtaken the Russian fleet, of the grent
chance the Japanese had got, of the cer-
taluty of war,

Never was there such unanimity of opin-
ion on hoard & ship. It was so perfect
that nobody listened 10 anybody else
BEach jerked out explanations abaclutely
Identical with those jorked out by his
nelghbor, and then., after brooding over
his own remark foy a few moments in
silence and taking yet another long, search-
ing look at the disabled battleships, re-
peated the same remark in another form
It did not sewn to strike any of us at the
time that this was an absurd form of con-
versauon,

When the light became stronger we could
seo Lhat the forts bad been maunned during

somewhat excited,
"No, It's

thought In some pinces, Where l!.nre’
were gnileries, long lines of men werd vis.
Ible, and the heads of others peeplng above
the breastworks showed that =il the
fortress artillerymen must have turned out,
On the hihost polnt of Golden HIll fort
stood a large group of men, probably high

ofMeers, nil stanning the horizon with
glassee. That group stood there throughout
all the anxious pours that followed, as
long as the Columbla remalned In Port
Arthur, Ome of the group resembled the

vieeroy In the general contour of his figure,
but on account of the distance 1 could not
say for certaln,

Japanecse Ships Seen,

I afterward found that one of the Japa-
neso passsngers on board the Columbla
arrived Independently at the con-
clusion

By nnd by the sun rose, and, owing to
the light mist that lay upon the water, it
wan very round and red, looking for all
the world ke a redhot cannon ball

“That's an ominous wsign,” [ remarked
(the rising sun being the flag of Japan),
but nobody look any notice of this at-
temipt at a witticlam. d

The sun revenled a strange sight, namely,
four vessels lying about fAve miles off and
apparently cruisers. These could not be
Russlans, whal on earth were they? The
ship's telescope mpon conveyed to us the
astounding Information that they flew the
flag of the Rining Bun. They were calmly
Iying there, probably trying to find out
through their glasses the exact nmount of
damage that their topedo boats had done
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I becams fully convinced, after o fow
moment's conslderation, that thesn vessels
ceould not be supported by the Japanese
fleet. They were simply o few prowlers

that had comeo 1o do damage and then rush
off. And apparettly they had done dum-
afe, for It conld no longer be donbted that
it was the torpedo bants that acoompanied
them which hnd ntiacked the Russians the
previous night

I am not pro-Japanese, but I must con-
fess that ths audacity of this Arst terriflc
strike falrly took away my breath I
turned to have annther look at the torpe-
doed wvesseln and noticed how tha men
were gathered together with white, seared
facea on (he leck. There seomed to be
no captaln, no officers and no aordor. The
men were no longer Important parts of a

formidable fighting machine; they were a
mob—i slent, seared mob—looking with
tarror townrd the nbyss from which the

monsters of the plght had emerged

SBome of them, it & true, still sesmed
to go about thelr varlous dutles in & me-
chanieal manner, and 1 particularly re-
momber seeing the cook of one of the big
torpedoed battleships throwlng slopa over
the side, I do not think that I or any
of my friends on board the Columbia felt
glad at the terrific blow the Russiun navy
had recelved There was something so
pathetic In the helplesaness and in the
unnatural position of these tremendous en-
gines of war which had been mo suddenly
disabled that we all remained looklng on
in sllence.

Togo's Plan Divalged,

Then we begin to notlee that a blg
erulwer on our left had also n susplcious

A& man who passed us In a Jaunch told us
that (% too, had been torpedoed, The
same man cauered us some perturbation of
mind by remarking that the whole Japa-
nese fleet was coming up and that if we
dld not move out at once we would find
ourselves right In the line of fire,

As we had already been told not to leawvs
the port and as any attempt to move at all
might draw on us the fire of the forts, we
felt in a diMcult position,

Meanwhile, the Japanese crulsers, having

_'mn,ce 0 very long, lelsurely survey of the

Russians, went away slowly, and the
whole Russian fleet got up steam, welghed
anchor and started in pursuit, It Is &
singular instance of the offect of habit
that on welghing anchor the Russian sall-
orn very carefully cleaned all dirt from the
anchor chaln as If they could not perform
that operation at & more convenlent time.

Meanwhile the Russian ships hastlly
threw overboard bedding and furniture,
which were at once selzed upon by eager
Chinese sampan men. 1 notlced one man
paddiing ashore with something that
looked llke a ping pong table, und several
went very far out In thelr guest for booly.

They all disappeared very quickly, how-
ever, when the shells began to fall. But
no sahells fell just then, for the Japanese
crulsers soon withdrew and the Russiuns
&t once followed them. This was al about
8 o'clock. Admiral Togo probably wanted
to lure the Russlans outside and to fght
them in the open. He did not succeed.

The attention of those on board the Co-
lumbia was temporarily withdrawn from
these great events by the appearance of
the doctor, who declared the quarantine at
an end, but who could give us no Informa-
tion as to whether we could leave or not
He #ald he would go ashore and Inquire,

I forgot to say that even before day-
break the Russian torpedo bomts had
swarmed out to the number of fourteen,
but they seemed to follow In the wake of
the warshipa like a lLirood of chickens run-
ning after a hen. Thelr commanders had
gloomy countenances nnd some of them
leveled thelr glasses nt us and inspocted
us curefully, as If they were not sure but
that we might be a Japanese war veasel,

The Russlan feet returned at sbout 16
o'clock, and soon after sixteen  Japanesa
wiir vessels, five of them clearly battle-
ships, sppeared In & long line on the horl-
son. Things now looked desperafe for us
on the Columbla, and our capain took
down the quarantine flag and ran up tha
slgnal, "“Will you give me permission to
leave?"

The soldlers we had on board got a lttle

(Continued on Page Seventeen.)

list and an awkward appearance, and soon |
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GREAT
WESTERN

MapLe RA"'wAY

Lear Roure
CHICAGCO LIMITED
Electric Lighted Throughout

: NEW Pullman Drawing-room

purifier. Made from the best ne-

BREWING CO.
Telephone 1841
Council Bluffs, Tel. 80,

are merious,

CAUAS mup

paln and dis-

comiorti, and

sometimes we-

tual disability.
SYMPTOMS: 22:r.5%0.
& ltching and eting-
ing, thet sgain pain, screness snd
blseding. ?uuon form, snlargs,
protrude, and I lected, uloarsis, becom-
palnful. To ours them

ing wvary serious an
quickly snd painlessly nes

INJECTION MALYDOR.

Oures I several da

At druggists, 00

or sant with Syringe for .

Malydor Mg, Co., Lancaster, 0., U.S.A.

Bold and recommended by Hnxasman & McCox-
Wil I.‘I"It?r: Co., Cor. 14tk and Dadge. Omaha.

Enstant relief,

Sleeping Cars, Club Car and
Free Reclining Chair Car. Sup-
per served in Club Car. Break-
fast a la carte in Dining Car.

Leaving Omaha at 4:50 p. m.,
Council Bluffs at 5:12 p. m.,
armive Chicago 8:55 the next
morning.

Tickets at 1512 Famam Street, or Union
Station, Omaha,

s\ Every Woman

Is Interastod and ahould know
about the wondarful

MARVEL Whirting ay

r?.l q

ml'l:::‘l'f W a::r. all—{m

- Most Couvenlent.
Lmatanity,

-
1 Clanmars

1 fer M,

hh«n- supply the
ARVEL, acosjd no
otber, but sand mruﬂ‘o
full pertloutars aud diecticas 1
i K L o

'thblll .l,n h,;l.irl 'ul"l'l [ &
A Fark Row, Now York,
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L B, GaleE & mleas  elas, we

health of hundreds

treatment today?

I was withouot

robust and
the burdens

i d other aches
Fmdlmﬁt than balf the t.imal:njd daily grew weaker and weaker.
Wine of Curdui

of ife. 1mm %
today Llessed with & fine baby who is the pride .
of our home and this is all due to your wedicioe

woman'sJoy is herchild

A mother’s health is reflected ™ her child,
A sickly woman cannot bring a healthy child into the world,

In fact the
of thousands of women is undermined by menstrual irregular-

ities, bearing down pains and suffering from all kinds of female weakness that it is
impossible for them to bear children at all; but Wine of Cardui is workiog wonders
for American women in correcting the troubles which cause barregness. .
Wine of Cardui strengthens th% organs of womanhood and makes child-
bearing possible for every wife,
a perfectly healthy and normal woman. : [
the pain and relieves the suﬂ:ingmot bearing down paios, eradicates leucorrhoea
res ect womanly health, ‘
e '&&’incpztf Cardui is aymedicine that any woman can take with benefit in the
grivacy of her home,

It makes her desire a child, because it malu:g her
It cures menstrual irregularities, banishes

It fits her for every duty of life. Will you commence the

All druggists sell $1,00 bottles.

No. B0S Peass Ave., Hovsrox, Tex,, May 14, 1008,

i ¢ : of married life, suffering with painful
chil('ls::?dn dq::‘ llbe'f.r-: :):;rﬂe::'un for & wife, as I was nof able to be up

me into & different woman in five short months, made me

w willing to assume @'&’ a!:

duties 1
" Yiow- Passivary, Howsron Morawss' Cuas




