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OMAHA ON A NEW TURN UPWARDS

All Borts of Struciures Are Under Way
er Just Completed and Mamy
Pilana Are Adopted for
Immedinte Stare,

It may be and probably (a trus that
Omaba's "boom’” days are & thing of the
past. This eity, like many another west-
ern metropoils, has undergone the axhil-
arntion, intoxication and excitment of the
period In ita exlstence known ns the “bhoom’
time, when the poasibilities of the alty
have been banked upon as actualities;
when block wfter block of sky scruping
bullding have gone up—en paper—in a
single night, when gigantlc schemes have
made their ndvent fast upon one anbthar's
heels, and when the actunl grewth of a
Eingle senson has bean greater than many
towns with very much of self-estocim ever
have or ever will see. And then has come
the reaction that follows such & season, as
surely ns does the night the day, when
prices have gone to ths very bottom and
when promoters, projectors and million-
Alren lavea been left stranded high and
dry on the ehores of adversity.

From the lnvariable expariences of bhoom
towns, the time has come when there Is
nothing farther from the desires of the
subetantial businens interests of the ecity
of Omaha than that the town undergo a
boom, in the accepted sense of the term;
but that the present marks the beginning of
an cra of downright, steady prosperfty,
such as the ity Las never befores ex-
perienced, there can be but little doubt,
No truer baromater of any city's prosperity
could be devised than the bulldings, eithor
projected, In process of construction or re-
oently completed, and in this conneotton a
partinl resume of what has been done hers
fn this lUne during the past few months, as
well a8 what s belng und will be done
before next fall, ia a revelation, and pre-
seniy a matter for rejoicing and congratu.
Intion on the part of every business inturest
and every citizen who has the welfare of
the towm at hoart,

*  Polints to Prosperity,

Last year's labor troubles were a serfous,
though a temporary, setback to the growth
of the town, but having been sottled in a
muanner that probably precludes their repe-
titton for a long time to coms, It seems
a particularly ausplefous time fer the up-
bullding of the ciwy. Another important
factor in the presemt price of lumber of
all kinds, which a careful canyvass of the
maln lymber concerns shows to be lower,
in Omuaha, at lenst, than for severnl years.
Many things combine to bring about tids
condition of the muarket, the chlefest, of
which I8 an overproduction, mduced by the
provalling high prices of the last two sen-
sons, Another thing Is a mild sort of
price war betweon local concerns, which,
without regard te the relative merits of
the caso, eannot fall to redound to the
profit of imtending and present bullders.

One of the natural results of Lhe In-
erepsed activity in the bullding trade is a
brightening up of the real estate market,
and this, as shown by the officinl records
of the county, Is at present at lenst I35
per cent murs sotive than at this time
last yoar or for several years. Whila the
number of business houses and gquasi-
public Institutions bullding is wonderfully
largo for a town the slse of Omaha, they’

no more emphasizo the Inoreasing pros-

perity of the town than do the surprisingly
large number of homes, not necessarily
large or expenaive, but substantial, com-
fortable and sightly, that are being bulit
and bought amd pald for, Apartment
houses, 100, are In great demand, and
while under the existing supply of this
sort of accommodations rents are com-
paratively high, by another ason the
owners of such property can affopd to and
paturally must lower thelr figures on ac-
eount of the inoreased supply and damand.

Some Notable New Buildings.
Certainly the largest bullding nearing
completion in Omaha at thls time, and the
« one o which the construction and enmple-
tion of which the most genernl Intercat at-
taches, is the Auditorfum. So much puhlic-
ity s givon to every move Lhat Is made
with regard to It that lttle need be saild
of it In & general way, That when com-
pleted 1t will be a4 lasting monument to the
enterprise and public spirit of the present
genernticn, In Omaha, goes without say-
fng, and that It will bs completed at no
very distant day Is equally surae
Another of the notable bulldings ls the
Nebraska Telephone oompany's new home
on Eighteenth strest, betwesn Farnam and
Douglan. Bullt of brick, threse stories high
and devold of all fanciful ornamentation,
it 1ooks from the outside to be just what
It ts, & solld and enduring quarters for a
ulid and enduring enterprise. It In ftted
.Qn to ascommodate al lbranchea of the
eanpany's business, from the exchange
room and the new 00,000 switchbosrd, 1o
storage for all the line paraphernaliu. It
Is us near fire proof as modern construction
ean maks It. and supplied with every con-
venlonees and accessory that the pecullacity
of the business to be carried on demands
The new strest car power house st the
foot of Jones stroet covers us much ground
as almost any structure in the clty, though
its purpose does not require that it be of
hnposing height. The foundation ls of ce-
ment, luid deep in the ground. with & view
to upholding a building that will ba sub-
Jacted to s constant and tromendous jur.
The walls and roof are bufit by the method
known as bridge construction, for the same
reason, and the whole will be aa substan-
Hal and as near everiasting as stone and
ament, sclentifically digrossd, can make It
New Business Hlovks,

Hayden HBros. have already begun the
fraiding preparatory te putting In the foun-
fativm to what will unguestionably be one
of the fnest bBusiness blocks In this state.
ft will be ten full stories high, made of
gray pressed brick and Bedford stone on
the exterior, and a4 steel skeleton for the
spbullding of the foors, Every detall of
the construetion will be strietly up to date,
Prom the back-slanting. deck-calked floors,
that, in tho case of fire, run the watar off
matrad of allowing It w0 leak through
fo the pext Boor. to the locally Installed
Mppuratus for the quick extingulshment of

in any part and on any floor of the
lding. Recent detalied descriptions of
his bulling make more than a mention of

B at this tUme unnepesssry Hayden Bros.
e authority for the statemen! that, bar-
fog unforeseen svents, it will be ready for
Bwic fall business, and, of course, It will

be A noteworthy addltion to the architec-
tural siglits of the city.

Brandels & Bons’ projected bullding on
the other side of the street will vie with
any It the elty for submtantial elaganca,
and with the other structures In this im-
mediate wvicinity will make a sguars of
business houses that any city will find it
hatd to putshine.

The only uncertaln thing about a new
Young Man's Christian associntion bullding
At this time seems o be the matier of a
location. It is practically certaln that one
will

put up.
opinion seems to De a8 to whether L Is
better to have thes bullding in the heart of
the oity, or more properly, In the business
district, or te have It farther removed.
One very distinet advaniage of thia latter
propositien s the much less price thut a
eite oould be secured for, thus allowing
Just s0 mueh more money te be put Into
the bullding Meelf. The adherents of this
plan argue that the utility and patronage
of the association would in no wise he
lessened by having It looated & reason-
able distanoce from the business distriot,
while another element suys that the bulld-
ing would bring o0 much less business pa-
tronage that a cheaper location would be
unwise. In any case the assoclation will
put up a bullding at some point, In the
very near future, that will be one of the
finest In any westarn city. Two floors will
be devotad to dormitories, and the baths,
gymnasium and oll other departmenis will
be on a mecale befitting the demands of the
city for all time to come.

Munufaviuring and Jobbing.

The A. 1. Root Printing company will
soon be Installed In & new home on Hew-
ard street, near Fourteenth, in the shapa of
& maodern, four-story, brick bullding,
equipped with all the machinery and con-
venlences that the increaslog volums of
thelr buminess makes Imperithva,

Allen Bros, are to bulld an addition to
thelr Farnam and Tenth street property
that Is 0 be 1 feet wide and the same
distupee In length. In this will ba In-
stalled thelr coffee roasting plant, built
on a fire proef plan, and other departments
for the eolargement of an already tre-
mendous busin The ndditlon, If & bufld-
ing of that of the slse proposed may be
e called, will mateh the
plant and give them room of whish they
hive beon so much Inm need shnoe the dis-
astrous fire last fall,

The mansgers of the Ames estale prop-
erly on Jones street, between Ninth and
Tenth, will put up & five-story bulling
of red pressed brick and of mill eomstruc-
tdon for manufacturing and wholesale or
retall mereantile purposes, to replace the
bulldings burned last ysar. The Interlor
plans are not altogether completed as yet,
but that n will be modern In every par-
Wewlar and adapted to the purposes to
which 1t will be devoled Is of course
certain, . . !

The Harding Cream gompany Is to erect
a buliing ow-b construction at
the corner of Kighth and Harney streets
that will have u capacity of taking care of
twelve carloads of thelr goods at one time.
It will be & gray brick, with tha conven-
tional trimmings of Bedford stone, snd be
three stories In height. The offices and ad-
minfstrative rooms of the concern will be
on the second floor and the whole s to be
reudy for occupancy June 1. Thus equipped
the Harding company will be one of the
biggest concerns of the kind In the country.

Probably the largest outlay in the Lne of
additional bullding fer |noreased capacity
during the past year has besn mads on the
Willow Springs brewery, at Third and
Hlckory streets. It amounted to $76,000 and
the capacity of the plant waa thereby in-
oteased one and a halt times. The enlarge-
ments made Include & new engine house,
boller room, machine shop and an increase
In the brewing house and cellar room.

Far from the least of the creditable ad-

‘ftions to the city's architecture are the

three engine houses, that havs been fully
described heretefore, and are rightly encugh
the spacial pride of the fire department.
The new street oar barn will cover a large
area, probably In the vicinity of Vinton
and Bixteenth streets, near the ball paric
This location is favored by the company
owing to the fact that it will be convenfent
for the storing of the cars of the South
Omaha lines, as woll as thoss of Omaha
proper,
Churches and COharity,

The additional bullding for the Convent
of the Good Bhepherd Is one of the more
notable of the structures that will be added
to the institutions of the city in the near
future, The new bullding Is to be at the
oorner of Jones and Fortlath streets, west
of the present bullding, to which It will be
Juined by cloistears In an architecturally
artstic way that will take off any “addl-
tion” look that might otherwiss mar the
besuty of the whole. A clolster will also
be added to the south end of the present
structure and one to the center, making n
symetrical, practically new bullding. The
sddition will be for the exclusive use of
the nuns. The material is of gray brick,
with & red tiled roof and ecclesinctical
designs over the entrances, courts, eto.
The bullding will be’ thres atories In height
and cost altogether in the vicinity of $50,000,

Immanuel hospital is to have another
new bullding, four stories in. helght, that
will give It un additlonal thirty-two rooms
for the treatment of patienta. In the old
bullding wili ba the infirmary, Superin-
tendent R M. Foglestrom's quarters and
other departments of the hospltal.

The Clarkson Memorial hospital is also
o be enlarged to the extent of a $80.000
buliding. This s to be four stories In
helght, with wings at elther end and s
court between it and the old building. It
will ba bullt on thoroughly modern sanl-
tary and fireproof plans and will make
this Institutlon one of the largest and
best arranged of ita kind in the state.

Wil Cest Half Milllen Dellars,

The Methedist hospitel, already under
procoss of construction at Bemls park,
will cost before It Is completed in the
vicinity of half & milllon dollars and bs
equipped In & manner in keeplng with such
bulldings. The plan of the main bullding
is an slaberats and intricate ones, Including
a long maln structure with a large quad-
rangular bullding at either end, from threa
sides of sach of which extend wings, mak-
ing six altogether, that will be devoted to
the uses of varfous wards. Awxide from this
maln structure will be the numerous neces-
sary other smaller bulidings for the use
of the hespital attendants, superintendent
and others, and also the stables and out.
houses. All will be of handsome pressed
brick and it s proposed to make the
grounds and swrounding territory of the
most attractive nature possible. It s per-
haps needless to add that when compieted
this hompita! will compare favorably with
any In thia part of the country, regurdisss
of their nature.

Bl Jusephi's howpllal s alse comsldering

|8 splendld addition to the sacred sdifices
be selected within & comparatvely | of the clty.
short time bhefitting the Imposing character ! the bullding of the First Christian church,
of ‘ha structure that it is proposed to! The general outline af the maln structurs
The enly existing differsnce of | will be In the shape of & eross and the

rest of their|

the putting up of an additlonal dbullding or
twao, to give It & much needed Ilncrease of
facilities, though Just the nature of the
fmprovement has wot as yet been fully de-
cided upon.

The sonstruction of the First Baptist
ehurch, Twenty-ninth avenue and Harmay
streets, Is progreasing so rapldly and favor-
ably that already plans for the dedication
in Beptember are being made. It I8 to be
of gray brick and Bedford stone and will
ba highly ornamental to that section and

Plans are alse¢ drawn for

Institutional features are being planned
with elaborate detall

The Roman Catholle cathedral golng up
at Fortieth and Burt streets will ba of the
0ld monastery or Spanish rennalssance
styla and architecturally beautiful, both In-
#lde and out.

Down Town Blocks,

Just what the nature of the new Hoag-
land bullding at the corner of Bixteenth
and HMoward streets will be I8 at thix tinie
largely & matter of conjecture, owing to
some changes of plans. Certaln It Is that
it will be a eredit to the vicinity whaera
it will be lomted and to the business
houses of the city ns a whole, The mate:1al
will ba of gray pressed brick and the In.
terlor will be modern In every respeet.
Thompson, Belden & Co. will occupy o
large share of the bwilding

The Schmoller & Mueller company are
among thoes whe have husiness bullding=
projected for the coming sammer. Thes
will tn all probability put op & four-story
brick bullding that will cover their two
lots and serve for thelr own bosiness and
that of severnl other conocerna. They will
nol begin Its eonstruetion nntil the middie
of the summer or thereabonts,

Some New Apnrtment Houases.

One of the most «laborate and axpensive
of the spartment housas budlt fn Omaha this
gonson is the Chatham, on Thirteenth
rtreet, opposite the Millard hotel. It ln of
gray premsad brick, weverely oolonlal In
stylea and modern In every detall as to Its
interfor arrangement. The rooms are single
#nd ensulte and have recently been opened
to tha public, Another building to be de-
voted to selsst apartments will soon be
bullt at the gorner of Twenty-fourth and
Farnam stvoets, on the site of the Thurston
plisce.

Dr. C. 8. Bhepard Is putting the finlshing
touches to a medern three-flat double
bullding at the corner of Twenty-fourth
street and St. Mary's avenue and to an-
other ke bullding at the corner of Elght-
eenth and Cass streets, These are both of
pressed brick and bullt ot a cost of about
$12,000, and near the lnst mentioned = a
similar structure recently completed by Dr,
Upjohn. .

J. €. McKell has Inveated 3500 In a
doubls flut houss at Seventeenth and Caes
and D, €. Thompson has completed n
doubla brick apartment house on Harney
street, near Twenty-fifth.

Among the more pretentious of the dwell-
ings that are now)  bullding and will be
bulit during the summer is one for T, J.
Mahoneay, esq., at Thirty-seventh and Far-
nam. It will be of brick and stone, of a
coloninl style of architecturs and with
the interlor decoration and the hot water
system ofs heating that will he Installed
will cost In the vicinity of $25,000,

The rectory “of All Balnts church Is al
handsome structure of gray pressed brick
and was recently completed at a cost of
£1L.000. |

Mdward FBrown is bdullding a block of |
four mwodern houses on Patriogk avenus that
will be ready for occupancy in the courss |
of a few months, J. E Wright is having |
pians made fer a colenial cetiags sn Thirty- |
sixth sireot, near Howard, that will bhe
ready to move into by the middle of thor
summer, and Mrs, M. Kennedy Is having
one of & llke nature put up at tha corner of |
Twonty-ninth and Jackson streets. Howard
B, Smith = the bullder of another house,
Park avenue and Farnam street, and Oscar
Willlamp will have an $8000 modern home
on Dodge wstreet. C. E. Johannis and
George W. Looml!s are each bullding houses
to be occupled by themselves; and =0 the
list might be carrled on to great length,
wera It necessary, to prove that whatever
the city’s commercial future tha present
generation {s bound to have a comfortable
and sightly place in which to do its work
as well as in which to rest.

HEALTHY TRADE GOOD SIGN

Bullders' Hardware, Furnaces, Tiles
and Mantels Are Much Seought
After,

C. V. Bchram, manager of the buflders’
hardware department of the Milton' Rogers

& Bons company, saysi

“Bullders’ hardware is moving tn very
satisfaotory yolume and the tendemoy fis
toward a better class of goods. The recent
amall advance In price on the better grades
has had a tendency to stimulate rather
than retard sales, and purchassrs are giv-
Ing more sttention to sdapiabllity of de-
sign and fAnish than ever,

“It In also gratitying to notes that buyers
are placing thpir orders for buildars’ hard-
ware at an sarller stage of their bullding,
thereby enabling us te give better and more
careful attention to thelr contracts. We
consider the prospects for future business
in builders’ hardware and tools very en-
couraging.”

J. P, Willlams, manager of the furnace
and mantel and tie department for the
same firm, says:

“On account of the present aotivity ‘a
the bullding line, our furnace business has
been exceptionally good for the past slx
momnths, and the prospects are very favor-
mble for a continuation during the year,
Improved construction of furnaces and up-
to-date methods of Installing them, to-
gether with the moderate cost of the ap-
paratus, make them the popular method of
heating. Interest ls being taken lu the
combination hot alr and hel waler methoed
of heating for the larger dwellings, and
soms ordéra are being placed for thege
systems. Balos of the bettor class of fur-
naces are Increasing, showing that buyers
are lnspecting the gquality of the materinls
closer than the price.

“In the mantel and tile department fhe
same conditions hold good, and our cus-
wmers ars buying better goods In this line
than for yeara  Architects’ plans and
specifications call for a great deal of tile
work In bath rooms and vestibules Some
very fine bath roors are belng tiled all
over, floors, walls and cellingm Im both
the above lUnes our lnguiries from out of
town are Incrasaing.

"Furnaces and mantels are being sold te
be placed in farm residences, showing that
the farming population Is !n & prosperous
conlition. Taken aliogether, the cundition
of business At present and the prospects

for the future are very satisfoctory.”

NOVELTIES FOR BUILDERS

How Modern Ingenuity Eubserves Modern
Taste in the Home.

ART IS WEDDED TO UTILITY NOWADAYS

Combination
Pleasing Things in Glaas,

FProduces All Sorts of

Falnt,

Hardware, Paper and Other
Decorative Stufls,

Bullding noveltios and improvements al
wiys Interest the public. BPyery man anu
woman in the clty s elther the owner of a
housa or expects and hopekr to e some
time, 20 that anything which wifl make the
home handsomer, safer, stronger, more
sanitary and less costly s a thing to ate
truct the attention of the avernge roader.
The art of making modern snd artistle
finisliing materiul has progrossed with
other arts, and while we have toduy noth-
ing finer probably timn the oarved onk of
old English intorjiors, we have muny things
which make a conmtetively betler appear-
anev for the cost. In addition we huve all
somts of things of which the old people
never dreamed

“No mdustry In this country hns made
greater advancemoent during the last ten
years than the manufucture of plate glass."
sdd F. W. Judson of the Midland Glass
end Pant company. "Only a few years
ago it was looked upon as 4 grout luxury,
vused only In the better grade of store
buildings In large cities, and occasionally
In the homes of the wealthy., Most of this
glonss was Imported. Today there are fours
teen or NAftecn imimmense factories In the
United States turning out large gquantities
of the very best grades. Practically no
glass is Imported now, and the plate is &
per cent chesper than It was ten youars ago.
This comes through the building of more
factories and the introduction of up-to-date
machinery. The polishing, which formerly
had to be done by kand, l8 now socom-
plished by machinery. American glass |s
every bit as good as any Europen glass.
What is known to the trade as Prench
plate mirror s no more French than 1 am;
it Is the best grade of American glaass,
silvered. The forelgners only get an order
when owr factories are so lcaded down
that they cannot take them. Pittsburg s
the glass muking center of the worid.

Uses for Plate Giass,

“It is u question of only a few years
when plute gluss will entirely supplant or-
dinary window glass in all but the smaller
housea. 1 know of a nine-room house In
this city in which the old windows were
changed for plate glass, and the differenceo
In cost was only $8, while the house could
not kave been Improved as much by the
expenditure of & considerably larger sum
in any other way. No store bullding of
any sort is now put up without plate glasa
windows.

“"The plating of desk tops is one of the
newest usca of giass. Two or three years
ago articles of this wort were introduced in
the cast, and have proved populur. The
Grand Rapids houses have taken It up.
They use mahogany or birch or some hand-
some wood and cover it with highly
polished plate glass. They not only pro-
tect the wood from mar and stains, but
price lists and such things can be put
under the giass and save a busy man
much time. All gorta of furniture are so
muade. Glass shalves are ulso an idea of
only two or three years. They greatly In-
crease the beauty of china closeta and
sideboards, and are becoming very pop-
ular. Plate glass door panels add very
much to ths modern residence or office
About five years ago they began to deco-
rate thess with mitred work and wheal
cutting. Plain, mitred, bevelled or leaded,
they are o neticeabls fasturs of any room.
Piate glass pigns are among the hand-
somest. Plate glams show windows make
the goods displayed more attractive and
give more light to the Interfor, are easier
to clean and more durable. Floor plates of
rough, keavy gloss are used now to give
Hght to basements. The plate glass comes
in sheets of from five square fest to 150
square feet. We have, I think, 76,000 fest
of all slees,

New Things in Glasa.

“In the manufacture of ordinary window
glasa a great change has lately been made.
Machinery hus been put In to take the
place of hand work, and I question If In &
Year any men are blowing window glass.
The largest fucteries are In the control of
the American Window Glass company and
this corporation is introdueing the ma-
chinery. The glass made by the mackines
is not as heavy as that made formerly,

[but it te mere uniform and fully as dur

able. When the machines get to working
batter I think that the glass will be turned
out cheaper,

“Prism glases In one of the newest things
and one of the most useful Inventions for
lghting. About tem years ago priam glass
was patented In Canada, and Ns sdvan-
tages wers Immediately seen, ss that now

it In very Yargely used In the east, and the

new bulldings te be put up hare will be
equipped with It. It now costa about twice
as much as nlate glass, Dut it saves a
great deal In lighting bills, for the prisms

| refract the Tight and =end it into the bulld-

ngs. Thera are the cheaper aheet priems,
which enn ba placed on any bullding, and
then there are priems speclally mades with
yegard to tha angle from which the light
will come. The prism glass Is 5 per cent
chenper now than It was & few years agn,
and T belleve will decrease In prica

“For skvilghts the proper thing s ths
wirsd glam, Turing five vears the use of
(his has berome general bacause tha under.
writera have anoroved It as  Arsproaf
Wirad glame windows Ao away with the
nesd of iron shntters for windaws Whils
the elnss eracks fram heat the wire which
It enntaina holde it In place, and In skv.
Hehin Aoss not allow tha fatal Amft which
comed an sonn as the glass fMlls out Thev
now make vallshed wire plate glass for
fAoore and windows

Avt tn Giasse Waoark,

“In ornamental giass the colored has now
heen snerceded hy the white glass, Tt is
mara artistte. Colored glas= a8 now coon-
fined tn churchea and In resdences ta tran-
soma and hall windows Ten or Aftesn
vears ago all colored minss was Imported
Into this econuntrr, hut we now are more
nrogressive than the old eountries. They
Ao not chanes so quickly. while Ameriean
manufMeturers are alwa's searching for
new patterns In order to keep a market
for thelr products.

“When we started bur art glass factory
hers A year asn there were only thres or
four men In Omaha making lsaded glass
and almost none had been made here for
five years, Now we have thirty-five or
forty men. Omaha's bm!mnlnun.u..J

ia growing, you can see hy the fact that
we have Just NAlled an order for a church
set from the Indlan Terrftory and another
from Oregon. Leaded windows ale now
made with figurea or without, the former
being the most exnensive mnd reguiring
painted glass, An innovution In thls work
18 the use of copper In place of lead. This
wan Introduced filve or slx years ugo, 1t is
much more effoctive and does pot need Iron
braces ns doen the lead work and will stand
the wear and tear in ofMce and shop. Tho
cost I1s about 55 per coent more.

“The art glass market s subjout 1o fads
and fashions. At one time the fleur-de-lis
was seen everywhere, now it is not used
The poster glass s the really up-to-date
Mra. New York s the glnss fashion ecen-
ter. Two-thirds of the cost of art glass is
dué to the labor. It 1s never nnde by ma-
chinery. The clars of labor i3 betlar svery
yeur."

01l and Lead Preferred.

Omaha house owners may be interested
to know that Omaha I8 an oll and lead
city and not A mixed paint city. Lincoln,
on Lthe othdr hand, scorns the crude ma-
terials and will huve nothing for it houses
bur the tempting eans of prepared coloy,
Towns seem to be pecullar in these litie
matters of taste, Omahn Is fast coming to

Belleve the dealers In this varlety of decos
ruting material, A few yoears ago all the
paint came from St Louls and from oast-
arn Jobbers; now n large part of tho paint
used In Omahe and by the trade In Omaha
territory cumes from this clty. This Is &
proud thing for Omaha citizens to know.
Faint i= an exhibitton of prosperity, If
& traveler comes from a far land and finds
the alr of a olly heavy with the boguet
of turpentine and of new palot, and the
prospect filled with freah new color, he
takes n hunch to himeelf that prosperity
has beon buying corner lots In the business
district. A fow streets of dingy framo
houses, on the other hand, give the way-
farer the idea that the Inhabltants are lv-
Ing In a financlal Valley Forge. Two years
ago Minneapolie and Omabn were thess
things. The Minnesota metropolls was nall
prospoerity and paint,. while In Omaoha o
man would have had to be extremely dill-
gent to get a spot on his coat talls. But
that was two years ngo. Now the glad-
faced dealer Informs us that never In Its
history has Omaha econsumed so much
paint as during the last twelve monthe

Paint is affected by the fads of mankind,

be 0 mixad paint elty, howoever, I we ll'll\}'l

I production Tl

the frall and uncertaln rope. A flat metal
tape wigds Itself up In a drum, and i«
otherwise neocommodating when one wishes
the window up or dowr. Bash locks hive
Lteen Improved to the dissontent of the
burglarious,

Yractically there 18 nothing new in the
nidll muirket. The wire nail has supoer-
meded the cut uall, Bhingle nalle now to
please the trado must be gulvanized. The
dealers say that with each year more and
more cxpensive buliders’ hardware s re-
quired. Among the up-to-date mwetil things
used are galvanized wall thes, metal lathe,
steol studs, julst bangers, corner beads and
metal cellings.

Steel for Cellings.

Pressed steel cellings are rapldly grow-
Ing In popularity, say the denlers. The use
of metal for colling work s not new, but
Ita genern]l popularity Is one of the later
developments in bullding. Formierly the
fdea was for a cheap celling and plain
sheat metal or corruguted lrop were used
Now a hilgh clams of
mnking the

art s employed In

doslgus wnd the oollings are

used In the best buildings. 1. J. Mahoney's
new residence will have these pressed coll-
inga In the porches. More conunonly they
are used In office and store bulld'ngs. Can-
ton, ©. 8 the piace whete this sort of
work origtnated and = now the cenivr of

g deslgns nro
un artist und from

nrst mil

Lhis

cluy by cast

Iron model or die s made. The plain sheet |

of #alt anndiled steel 18 thoen pr
the div by a drop pross,
work Ia used for wninscoting. The presscid
steel comes In standard siges like wall py-
per and s made to fit any room by the s
of a4 flling border. When enmmeled with
the high points brought out fn gt the effect
Is like plastic work and very

haa nd sorm,

|

l iy modern day wouid aardly be acoepisd

The same sort of | ..,

||~m wed I terrn cotts. or cemnent.

FEW FIREPROOF BUILDINGS

Arehitests Say Not Many May Be Propery
Olassed aa Buch.

- —

OMAHA HAS SEVERAL EXCELLENT TYPES

Flames Laugh at Human Efforts e
Balk Them, but Danger Can
Be und is Greatly
Lessened.

—

Fewer thun Ofteen absolutsly Areproof
buildings exist in Omiha, Among these
may be jocluded The Bea bullding, clity
hall, New York Life bullding, Boaton Store
bullding, postotfioe bullding, Nebraska Teles
phone bulldings, Commercial Natlonal und
Merchunt's Nadonal bunk bulldings, the
new part of the Omaha High school bulid-
ing and the Nurlington and Union Pacifle
passepger stations. The Douglns county
court house might be falrly consldered un
an abwolutely fireproofl struclure, and wAs
construcied with that view at the Ume
of Ius ervection, but this was along the
alll lines of freproof construction, that In
us o flreproof bullding. The lronwork of
the court house I» exposed, while with the
now methods of froproofing the fron and
)0 framowork of the structurs must be
Owing
to Its lsolated location the Douglns county
court house Is entitled to be considered ns
a fireproof bullding

The Omaha public lUbrary s practically
fireproot, excepling as to the roof, though

and has thoe addittonal advantage of being | it might be more properly classed with the

unburpable,
does not cost
rough metal,
The metal lath s another modern build-
Ing material which 1= rapldly coming to the
front, and In the epinlon of the handlers

The modern
much more

pressed work
than the old

[wm In the end supplant the wooden lath

| Als0 thers are colors which are as sure tol

| be seen In the proper places as the
| quolse of the sky and the blueness or
brownness of the denim pant. White Is
one of these and long may it reflect the
sun, say the dealers, for white growsa solled
and sera with becoming quickness. Vene-
tian red is another. With it the barn and
the wooden warehouse spread abroad a
glory of vermillon reflection on sunny days,
and all is peace, and durability, and cheap-
ness.

tur-

Tintse Now in Vogue.

The prevalling fashionable tint now is the
Hght cream and the light gray. The dark—
rich, It is probable the snlesmen of that
duy sald—paints of two years ago have
gono Into the loe box. No longer will the
man with the lttle cottage make It look
little and contemptible with dark paint in
an effort to observe the mode. Now hao
may avail himsalt of his knowledge that
light palnts make a house larger, and while
adding no chambers to its comfort, he may
by taking thought add several cubits to Its
stature.

The price of mixed paint has not changed
much in two or three years It depends on
the condition of the lead and oll markets,
This of course applies to good pidnt. Other
kinds are made of benzine, baryties or aven
of buttermilk and whiting. Zine was in-
treduced into the paint Lusiness about ien
or twelve years ago, and Is a lasting and
worthy (ngredient. As the world moves
‘round, the paint gets better and the col-
ors brighter and more lasting, Paint la
made mostly In the oast, for thers ara few
large factories west of Milwaukes and Chi-
cago, Minneapolis s the great town for
linseed oil. The finxseed grows all over the
flax belt of Minnesota, hence the market at
Minneapoils. Thoe Argentine Republie used
to furnish much of this oll for palnt, but
it 1s now a small factor., Patriotle Amerl-
cans belleve It is botter to use cotton mseed
than to go to a forelgn land.

Energy of Paint Men.

No manufacturers are more snergotio ad-
vertisers than the paint men. There is now
an advertising war on among them and the
sdvertising possibilities of the ecountry are
belng stralned in an sttempt to adequately
set forth the valus of this and that deco-
rative ligquid. Bomething like 150 salesmen
are bringing paint into this territory.

Reof stalns ure taking the place of paint
for roofs in & way that pleases their manu-
factereras. They preserve the shingles In a
way that paint or stmospherie conditions
never will and give the house on which they
are spread that air of refinement and
culture which la so desirable

Vamish Is getting more expensive every
day. No longer can the innocent young
man afford to sit on the newly varnished
rocking chalr when he drops in of an
evening. Vamish {8 getting into real
money. The reason ls that the gums used
In making varnish are getiing more source
every yoar. Thess come from New Zealand
and from Africa Asplaltum le the only
ingredient of varnish which Is native to
Amorica. The gums used are In sppear-
ance cheap Imitations of amber and are
rapidly beilng used up. Twelve Is the
number of standard varnlabes for house
finishes, and there are dozens of spociul
varnishes for special purposes. Varnish
Is belng used much more fresly In these
days than a few years ago. The natural
woods are being used for Interior finish-
ing In place of painted bourds, and the
varnlsh Is the best fnishing.

lmprovements in Hardware,

A blg revolution In bullders’ hardware
has happensd In the last ten vears. Daor
and window fixtures are 80 very much
handsomer now and the locks have im-
proved so mueh; but the price has also
been busy and in two years there has besn
an increase of M per cent,

The old copper finlsh Is the proper thing
for door wear thess days, and at least 80
per cent of the sales of all qualltios of
knob and lock are now In that finish. Afod.
ern houses demand a neat doorknob and
lock and the Hmit has been ralsed eon-
Upually untll the murket now offers
splendid bronse door locks costing as much
&8 i The oval knob has beem used for
four or five years and la & favorite

The greatest advance has been made in
front deor locks. The cylnder lock with
the small Yaule pattern key wag formerly
used in only the finer housea, but is pow
quite common. This s an advance over
the front door lock with two keys. The
mortice lock trimmings are bhronse now.

In window fxtures the latest epoch-malk-
ing Invention is the sash balence This
does away with the clamorous welghts and

In all but the creapest cottages. About
ten years wgo this athing was Introduced
It costs @ little more than the wood, but Is
Eomewhiat entler to place, the work in the
end costing about M per cent more than
wooden Inthing, The wooden material Is
Erowing in cost rnd la poor In quality, so
that the lron is regarded as o sure winner,
A sheet of thin metal Is out In parallel
lines over Its surfoce by a machine and
then stretehied out, the gnin In surface
belng about @ per cent. The sheels coma
Axl4 feet. In edditlon to bLelng fireproof
matertal the plastering does not ornck ns
it does on the wooden lath, The iatter
shinks and swells with changes of
weather,

When pressed steel studding s used in
connection with the metal iInthing and
hard plaster, rooms are constructed of an
almowt fireproof character, which will with-
stand anything but a really hig hlane.
They are sald fo moke a more rigld wall,
to be more ensily ploced snd to cost but
littla more then wood.

Wall Faper is Chenp.

According to the dealers now ls the tima
to buy wull paper. It will never be ms
cheap as now. Four or flve years ago, be-
fore the break in the wall paper trust,
paper was almost 0 per cent more axpens
glve than It Is now. The trust would,
doubtless, have done well, but the outsld-
ers became very busy in starting small
factories for the trust to buy, in order to
keep down cempetition. The trust hought
and in keeping these factories going ar-
rived at & production eof at least one-third
mors than the market ealled for. Then fol-
lowed the break and & man who had n
1000 stock in the evening when he went
home, found It worth anly 35,000 when he
returned. 8ince then the weaker factories
have beon gelng under one by one, so Lhat
the price has stiffenad up a llttla and ls
likely to 4o so more rapidly In the future,
Moat of the paper is made In New York
City or In Philadelphia. Practically none
1s turned out in the west, nlthough there
is & small factory in Des Molnes.

“Therse are many strikingly bandsome
and original effects in panper hangings this
senson,'” mald R M. Heard “Tha manu-
facturers are constantly on the lookout for
new designs and new oolors which will
prove attraotive to the refined houssholder.
Many of our novelties come from the
French and German papers. As s00n AS
theme ceme out, those which strika the
muanufacturers on this side as worthy are
copled and In about a yoenr become populnr,
The carpet manufacturers and the paper
men mutually admire sach other's products
und copy any design which loeks good to
them.

Tremd of Moderm Taste.

“The more striking papers are used tn din-
ing rooms abd dens now days, and the
quister designs for parlors and reception
rooms. No gilt Is used In the new papers
beyond an occasional thread. This v &
marked changs from the style & few years
ago. For dining roowms, Ubraries and dens
and reception rooma, tapesiry is belng used
very largely. The Orientul tapestries are
most popular. The makers are copying the
old Gobelin and other tapestries of Europe
with the greatest oleverness. These pupors
have boeen popular for about two years, Tho
divided wall treatment is geotting to be
very popular for these rooms. The division
baa gradually become troader from one-
third until now the line Is midway between
the celling and the floor, The women all
like te have the plate meuldings, evenm If
they have not enough plates to All . Plo-
torial paper is becoming very popular and
makes a ploasing roomn with burlap on
the lower half of the walls and a plain
tint eelling, Cellings are practically ull
single tint papers now.

Two-tone papers are laking the place of
the |ngrains, which were so popular for
parlors, These papers are made n two
toties of the same color and are very neat.
They are hung without borders with a
moulding agoinst the celling. With the
two-tone the celllng should be perfectly
plaln. The bordars, by the way, are in
cold storage and are seldom used. The
siyle changed aboul five yoars ago In the
east, but aboul two Years are neCeassary
for the popular jdea to chuangy this far
from the centers of fashilon. The paper s
put on clear to the ceiling or in paneis
Crown effects are used in pluce of the
border. Wae have cut out erowns which are
nid on over the paper, and the regular
erown In which the paper (s printed to
the design. The plctorfal stuff  shows
frieses of ships, ¢hilldren wt pluy snd sim-
flar subjocts. Floral papers are holding
their own for siecping rooms sgud green is
the popular ocolor for parior decoration,
The lighter papers are the populsr thing
now and the gloomy old effects are out of
favor. Fubrica are growing in faver and
I look to see o grest deal of crash goods,
similar to burlaps sud other fabrics, used
bext yoar'

slow burning structures of the city. i

The best tyyres of slow burnlag construd-
tion in the clity are the MoCague, Bennett
and Paxton bulldings, the Iutter ut the
corner of Bixteenth and Fartam. Theas
are practically about the only technically
glow burning syecimens of Dbuillding in
Omaha. A number of the lurger buank
bulldings ¢f th ety are In a large mensurs
fireproof, Lut enly to the roof. Other
Lulldings are flieproof for enly ons or twe
8t En'-il.

Cmaha's [ prarent Advantnges,

It must not be Isferred, however, that
Yoaha Ie any ioss better equipped with
Lbsolutely Grepreof structures than other
cities of itm sige. There are no excosslvaly
tull bulldings In the city and for this
reason alone Omaha may consider |twelf
as Immune Jrom any really disastious coms
flagrations tsoh as are lkely to und have
cecurred In c'tles thut lean (o the sky=
Foriper etyle of business architecture. And
then agaln, Omsha Is & brick built city,
which waierial Is regarded by bullders s
the one malerial tnat can withstand fire
successfully If given half u chance,

The question wes ceked of a lending
arehltest, ““What oowi'*utes an ebaolutely
fireproof bullding?”* The teply was, “No
blulding is absclutely fheproof, especially
If there be any woodwurk rbout It, Inelud-
Ing window fraries, wivdews, door casings,
doors, wooden walnseotilng and wooden
floors, even though iha iatter be lald on
cement covered {fron girders. The popular
conception f a fAireproof byrlding s that It
must be bullt of Incombastible material,
brick, with all the Iron *rames and casings,
beams and pillars one- red in lerra cotta
or cament, with tilo ficors. YWood must of a
nnturnl conseyu.nce onler 19to seme part
of the constructien of a tuilding, and that
wood will burn /f given the opportunity. So
you see that an absciutely Areproof bulld-
Ing I» nlmost an wrohitecturnl Imposal-
hility.**

Fire No Reapoater of Theories,

The taltimore fire demonstrated the utlar
Impotency of the modern fireproot strue-
ture. This, bowever, was uot the ‘ault of
the bulldor ur the designer, but of the fre,
which hud no regard for modern devices
agulost I Apent this matter an elaborate
article In the last Issue of the Architects'
and Bullders’ Journal says: “That while
the fervent heat melted awany much of the
muterial with which the tall bulldings wers
constructed, the steal frames withstood the
test in meauy |ustances, and some of
these struetures ean be rebullt ut o cost of
about 4 per cent of ths original cost,
Houses built substantially of the best brick
withstood the fire In many Instances and
ugainst them the fire met its master, for
notwithstanding they were In the midst of
A sea of flumeé which left complete ruln on
either side they passed through the ordesl
praciieally unscathed.”

A leading builder of Omaha snld: ““I'he
buns of all Areproef sonstruction is in the
elevator shafts. The elevator shaft has
come to stay and so long as they are cons
structed as at pressnt, ne hullding In which
they are located is absolute'y fireproof. A
systam has been adopted in Stockholm,
Bwoden, where the elevator shaft s bhuilt
of brick, tile or tron and the doora ure of
fron and are closed sutematically. 1 serl-
ously gquestion whether this system will be
ever lutroduced in this country to any
great extent.”

Fireproof Foering.

There Is on exhibitien at the Bullders®
exchangs, In this otty, & new matorial for
feoring which ls olaimed te be alsolutely
firsproef. 1t ia calied “pulp foering,' being
a patent cemblmation of sawdust with some
ncombusttble muterial, its technical name
Leing “petre pulp and monolith combing-
tlon'" Its compounent parts are 4 secrot of
the patentes, and It Is claimed to be per~
feoctly incembustible. It ls designed Lo do
away with tiing In large bulldings where
wooden flooring over a concrete und lrom
baso ix ordinarily laid. It s musdes in the
form of ordinary lumber fieering and may
be ocut inte any shape desired. Anether
architect in of the epinlon that the Ume ie
fast arriving when a new alement will
enter Into Bullding construction In all
bulldings less than saven stories high and
thin will be the sprinkler system of fre
protection. This system operates puto-
matically in each reom of the hullding. The
floors will be mo constructed that It will be
impossible for the water to leak through '
from one floer to the eother. Sald this "
architect: “Wherever the sprinkling sys-
tem has been introduced the rates of Insur-
ance have bean dcoreased, and this sprink-
ler system I8 deatined In Ume to solve the
interesting preblem of Areproof construc-
tion.*

Another srchitect sald: *“The elevatoe
made the tall bullding possttile and enor-
mously Inereased the value of properly In
the congosted bhusiness districts, and at the
pame thme It has contributed to increased
fire risgs In this class of bulidings." .

New Elemenis iln Comstrucstion ., L

Many new eslements enter into fireproof
eanstruction, aside from the “sprinkler”
system. und Lhese will include the new ma-
torinl known ss ‘“Terroconar«te,” a com-
bination of steel and concrets bLutlding ma-
terlsl.  The expansive and contracting .
qualities of stedl and conerete are ""',l
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