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CHURGHES YIELD TO BUSINESS

Dply Twe Left in Distriet of Dowstows
Trade Activities.

KOUNTZE MEMORIAL BEGINS TO MOVE

#t. Philomena’s Cutholie Cuthadrai,
One of the Very Oldest, Mands
om Dl4d Site on Nimth
Street,

Demolition begun this week on the tower
of Kountse Memarial church, Sixtesnth and
Harney streete, marks the destruction of
another of the »old down-tewn churches,
With the growih of the efty and the
changes of the business and residence dile-
tricts the churches which were ofice Lhe
pride of Omaha worshipers are sold to
make room for busineas biocke. Whea the
Inst bricks shall have beea pulled down
from Kountae Memorial only two churches
will remain in the down-town section—Bt
Philomena's cathedral mnd the Myt Pres-
‘Byterian church  The tormer, o a fow
yearn, will glve way 0 some wholesals
house, but the latter belng on the Dodge
strest hill, which business will be slow to
eltmb, has a longer ilmit of usefulness. Tts
congrogation has for several yeafu. how-
ever, thought of selling. Trinity cathedral
Is another churceh which, when buflt, was
thought to be far from the Strests of busl-
neas, but It ia now on debatable ground. A
few years' growth will bring 1t down tewn
s much as (s the Presbyterian housa

Bt. Phllomena's s ons of the oldest
ehurehes In the elty. In 1558 the Catholics
ware Mt organised nnd the sams Year
began foundation trenchés at Bighth and
Hownrd streeots in what had been Ilald out
for & publie park to extend from Jackson
ta Davenport streats. Birength was lack-
ing, however and not until 1854 wea 4
ehurchl bullt on Ninth strest. In W7 the
cathedral was Nnlahed and the old bullding
beosme the pariah school

The firet of the down-town ghurches was
the First Methodist Eplscopal 1t hegna in
a small room at Eleventh amnd Jonne streetn,
later used the ecapitol bullding, was later
given lois by the elty at Thirteenth and
Dodge strects, which wers sold and & brick

echurch put up In 1856 with borrowed maoney,
Thin was lost through debt and in 187 the
frame bullding put up far from the busy
crowd, at 1711 Davenport street Frem

there to Twentleth strest was the Intest
mave. -
Trinlty Comes Nent.

Trinity parish began ts existence in 1568
and its first church was in the fAshionable
canter nt Ninth and Farnam streeia. Thie
wan on ground leased for ten yearm In
8 the vestry struck for the cornfields
and bought the ground st Eghteenth and
Capltol avenue, whers the eathedral now
stands.  The ohurch finished In 1807 was
burned two years Jater and the fmme
bullding whieh follawed It was twica en-
larged and served until the stuha house
wan begnn shortly befora 1880,

The First Congregational was organimed
In 186 wnd met in the statehouse and the
dining room of the Douglas houss. In 1857
A M5O ehurch wan bullt at Bixtesnth and
Farnam, then a qulet blue grass patch,
and used until 1%, when it wans sold and
became part of the oty hallk The next
move was to Chicigo streel, between Eigh-
teenth and Ninetsanth streets, and later
the present Davenport street house of wor-
ship was built,

The First Presbyterian had a hard time
In getiing to Beventeenth and Dodge
#treets. Organised In 1857, it gradoally Ais-
salved to an end. The Becond church be-
#mn life In 1861, and after using the Con-
gregational church, later the Baptist and
the courthouse, fMnally in 1588 moved Into
the basement of the present church and
bocame the First church., The upper part
of the church was finlshed In 188,

The First Baptist church Is now far
snough from the business center, but after
balng organized In 15858 it worshiped In a
20 frame church om Douglas street be-
tween Fifteonth and Bixtesnth. It sus-
pended for a time, but In 1888 bullt a fine
frame church st Fifteenth and Davenport
Nirests. Beth BEden church branched out
and bullt on Park mvenue, and after the
First church burned, lots were bought on
upper Farnam. Later they united in Beth
Eden church and are now buflding again.

Negira of Fireat Chaistian,

The First Christinn church has been get-
ting away from down town eince 1888, A
lttle church was bulit on lower Harney
sirest, but the soclety later disbanding,
this was leased. In 1578 Lhey took the old
Methodist house on Beventeenth street,
and later put up the frame struclurs at
Twentleth and Capitol avenus, which was
lately torn down.

St. Mary Magdalens, German Catholle, is
another church which had business thrust
upon It in It old loostion. When the
Lo sireat house was destroyed a
wather amall brick chureh was bullt on the
same lJocation, and when iwe years ago
the land became valuable this was sold
and a move made to Nineteenth and Dodge
aireets,

The matter of looation Is now o yvery seri-
ous question for the Board of Directors of
Kountse Memorial church. Some of the
members foel that since the churoh has
twice been forced to move, how is the
time 1o get out In the deep, swoet smelling
clover and the MO0 residences, and place
& fine church whers It will not be bothered
by tmafMe. Others point to the faot that
on both oocaslons when the churches were
#old a very handsome profit was reallxed
and the soclety was able with ths money
gulned to bulld creditable churches. These
peaple favor w move of only a few blooks.
There ia probably a majority in faver of
thé nelghborhood of Twenty-fourth and
Farnam streets. Yet there are members of
the ohurch who feel that thia is away in
the country.

Firat Trassmisstissipp! Lutheran,

The frst Lutheran church west of the
Missinsippl river was organised in Omaha
ln 188 Rev. H. W. Kuhns had bteen sent
Weal as a missionary by the Allegheny
®ned of Pennsylvauia, and during his Orst
Year hore he succosdsd in forming & churah
with seventeon members. Of thess two
only are now alive, these belng Mra Fred
Droxel and Mrs. Clara Roeder, both living
in Omaha, The church was first called the
Fmanuel Lutheran. Mr, Kuhhs remained
BS pastor until 1579, and his three sons live
bere still. Of these Rov, Luther Kuhns is
socreiary of the Luther league and Paul
wnd John Kuhns are connectéd with the
First Nauanal bank.

In 186l he congregution bullt at 1Md
Douglas sirest what was for that time
fne brick ohurch, which would seat about
14 persons. The church during the fArst
fwo yaars saw many hard times Mr,
Kuhns wont east to ralse money, but the
Glvil war was at its helght and his was a
Severe task. It is sadd of Mr. Kulins tiat
a1 one time he carried a letter about with
him for days because he had not the money
for the S-cent stamp. When Henry O
Hurte resched Omaha In M8, however, the
shurch bgd forty members and was In &
‘sirly flouriahing condition. After the
feath of Mr. Kulins the church had only
irregular supplies for elghteen months, and
thens came, in TL Rev, Mr. Billhelmer
Two years later the pastorate was tendered
e Rev. A. W. Lipe, who arrived In the
pring of W4, and continued In the pulplt
val! 18 After thdn came Rev. H L.
Baugher, D. D, late professor In the Penn-
EFivanis colloge at Getiyaburg. He held
the charge from July, 188, for one year,
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D. D, who was largely instrumental In
bullding the Bixteenth street church

Glves Way te Millard Hotel

A monih bafore Dr. Stelltug remched his
Pasiarate, the oM chureh was sold for B2 -
000 to the bullders of the Millard hotsl, now
covering the westorn half of tha ot Dr
Stelling worked hard for the now ohuroh,
but died befors Ity completion. When tha
lots at Bixtesnth and Hamey strests were
bought, many of the congregation thought
‘hat & very foollsh move had been made
in golng se far out of town. Ths lots mumst
have bsem oonsidered In the outekirts, for
they cost only B0 Later the morth third
of them was sold to Shukert for §38.000 and
the recent sale to Judge Noville brings
0000, s that from the original Invest-
ment of E80 the church has realised
4008, Thin 1a the argument nsed by
those who think it lucky to court business
ancreoachment.

The new church was not built Just as
It stands now, becauss it stood twelve or
more feat above the present grade. The
original cost was $000, but when (he
baservent was bullt wnder the church,
.00 more was spent. The door at the
south of the entrance which was only a
foolr or two Above the street was jaft
high In the wall und no steps buflt to it
About three yearm ago the church wams re-
maodeled, freseoed and otherwins improved
Rt & cost of BOM0. The bullding of the
chureh had oreated & debt of BAS. This
becams very burdepsome and during the
hard timea the northern forty-four feet of
the lota were sold and ths money applied
on the dabt, Of this oniy .00 now re-
maina (o ba deduocted from the 390,000 The
church was bullt In 1551 and this was the
time when the name was changsd from
Emanuel,

Period of Proaperity.

Whaen tie church was bullt the member-
ship wan 18, The Sunday school which
had been organized had grown to 50 mem-
bera. Dr. P. B Lalsanring was at this
time superintandent. J. 8 Detweller was
tha fAent pastor in the new c¢hurch and
there followed a period of conslderable
prosperity. A mission Bunday school had
beeti wtarted some years before and malin-
talned near Tenth and Castellar wstreets
During this pastorate two naw Lutheran
parfahes branched ouwt from the ojder
church. These were 8t. Mark's, which be-
gan its existence with the blessing of the
parant body about fifteen years ago, and
Orace, which was organized about two
years later. Grace church absorbed the
misston Bunday school. After Mr. Det.
wellor came Rev., A. J. Turkle, who was
followed In turn by Edward Frederick
Trafz. After hia realgnation the pulpit was
vacant for months and Rev. J. E. Hummon
has but Intely assumed [ts charge, The
membership now numbers about 550

The congregation has been growing dis-
matisflod with the »ald chureh for some
time. It waa felt that It was too far down
town and for this reason (oo expensive &
property to maintain. There was also no
parsonage. A more modern bullding was
denired. so for these reasons the board has
been as willlng as Burkies for a long time,
the only thing belng a bidder who would
pay the price

The board has not yet declded on the
new lotnlion nor as to whether a mesting
place will be rented and work begun as
#oon as possible on the new home or
whether a stucco tabernacle be erected and
used for twelye or elghteen months while
preparations for a fine new church are
made with deliberation. The work of de-
struction will be hurried and Easter sees
the last Bunday service. A farewell re-
ception has been planned for the evening
of April 11 and then the cHurch will end
Its existence as A place of worship. The
Women's Helping Hand socletly is having
& pumber of large photographs of the
ohdreh printed and will swell the fund
by selling them to members who desire
souvenirs,

JAPAN'S "HEART | IN THE WAR

What an Omahna Girl Whe Iv at Osaka
Writes Home to Her
Friends.

F. W. Foster has just recelved a letter
from Geace Anne Hughes of Osnka, Japan.
Miss Hughes gradualed from Omaha High
sohool in 1888 Bhe has been® in Japan four
yeoars. Bhe gives theso bright littls touches
from real life In central Japan during thess
war times, Bhe writea:

*“War was formully declared on the Mem-
orial day (February 11), called Rigensetsu,
colebrated each yeur In memory of the as-
censlon to the throme of the first emperor
of Japan, Jimmi (tenno). The naval vie-
tories of the thres or four days previous
put the people In just the right mind for a
véry exciling celebration, but they seemed
to keep well In mind that this was the
beginning of a great unknown end, and
they were very moderate, at Joast In
Ouaka.

““We get most of our dally news from the
Japaness dally. The lap papers try to
koep things moving by getling out extras
ssveral times a day, but news I8 scurce.
Last nplght (February 25) the extra was
sent around after midnight. Feople got up,
thinking something important had hap-
pened, but there was nothing worth read-
ng.
“"We are about 2,000 miles from the ob-
Joctive point, Port Arthur, and we hope
the fighting will keep at that distance; but
We are In the heart of Jagan, and we can
feal the throbbing of the best bliood of the
eountry, as they have been sending the
troops through the Osaka station at the
mais of one train load of 60 every two
hours for the past two weeks, Other reg-
ular tralns wre taken off and the whole
tranafer business of this great €ty I8 being
put to great inconvenience but every one
s willing, and no one complains. ‘It ia the
country's call’

“The method they have of calling out
men who are In different walka of itfe, with
mAny depending on them for msupport, s
most pitiable. Usually they give them only
A few hours In which to wind up affalrs,
They must go and leave all. An oemer-
gency fund s already being ralsed for the
purpose of providing for those who are
thus jeft deatitute. In yesterday's paper
wore the names of five men who used to
be daimiyos (fsudal princes). Bach gave
to the war fund 1,000,000 yen (about $500,000).
The world has not yel seen the heart of
Japan. This gives us more falth that when
onoe Japdn turns to worshlp the true (od
there will be no lack of gifis in His treas-
ury.™

ESTABROOK TO BE THE ORATOR

Will Deliver the Principal Addreas
at the Omaha Semi-Centennial
Celebration,

Henry D, Estabrook has written from
New York to Edward Rosewator, aocepts
lug tha invitation to dellver the principal
addresa at the celebratlon of the Afileth
annlversary of the passage of the Kansgs-
Nebraska bill, which will be held tn Omaha
on May 31 next. At Lawrence, Kan., on
May ¥ the same event will be celebrated,
at which place Hon, Willlam H. Taft. sece
retary of war, will be the principal spesker.
An effort Is Lelog made to secure Mr. Taft
tor participation in the Omaba celebration
also.

Whaling Bark Goes North,

SAN FRANCISCO, March .- -The whal-
ing Ert Gadhead has salled for a cruise
In the Arctic. It will be the only salling
vesstl In the northern waters (his seanen
In search of bonk and Ivory The Gay-
haad ltnr",\‘rurl :—u eruised I:; l?e south
seas in ® early, spring and along the
Japanese w Mibean cousts In the sum-
mer and . but this season it will take
bo chances in walers where alther

Asd waa suparseded by Rev. O B m“,".‘,'{.". Jepaness war vessels are ety
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FIFTY-TWO IN THE FAMILY

r—
Birds and Aimals ot Riverside Park an
Interesting Lot.

KEEPER ANDERSOM HEAD OF HOUSENOLD

wmu: Over His Specohleas Wards
with Vigllanes, bat Fulls te Al-
ways Preserve Peace and
Ginadwill

One of tha most intoresing familles In
Omalia undoubtedly s undse ihe oare of
N. P Andersan at Riverview park. Al-
though not human in makeup, thim fam-
fly of Afty-two has Its Uttle likea and
dislikes that must bs eatered to; Uille
aches and palns that must recelve stten-
tion from Keeper Andersan, who watches
over his clarge with a zealous care. And
it ts doubtful whether the return of spring
has more signifeance with any other fam-

Ny in Omaha than It has with the nfty-twe |

animals and birds housed at Riverview

Keeper Andersan was distributing a pall
of meat to the earnivorous animals and
birds and exchanging pleassntries with
his dumb friends the other evening when
the question, "How have the animals and
birds passed the winter?’ was wsked of
bln.

“Quite nicely, thank you: they have had
a few colds and have been off thelr feod
at times, but generally they have had an
exceptionally pleasant winter,” was the
roply recelved.

The herd of buffale, four noble relles of
the plains, appear to tzke thelr inoarcera-
tion with becoming grace. “Old Ben,'” 18
years of age, the senlor member of the
herd, foeln his position and makes “Rosle.'*
"Hoasle” and ""Bridget” tend to thelr knit-
ting. The keeper says some days he la
particulariy ormanky and refuses to be
consbled. The herd was formerly with a
wild west show,

The four bears, “Nipper,” “Queen™
"Marshall™ and “Vietorla," are sugerly
walting for the good ol summer time
whon the boys and girls and the older
folks throw peanuts and swealmests lato
the pit. Their keeper has no hesltancy In
going Into the plt and making a Httle
aftermoon eall with the brulns. With
"Nipper,” the black bear, he s almost on
spoaking terme, at least to the extent
that “Nip™ will give him the “glad hang"
when asked,

Some Domestic Infelleltien,

Little family differences swppear to arise
In the animal world even as they do with
human households. The domestie harmony
of Keeper Andersan's family bus been
muarred by the coyotes, three In numbar,
mother, fother and son. The latier lecams
80 unruly that his parenis ohjected to his
presence In the samd’ cake with them, so
tha keeper had to pluce the oftapring in a
sepuyite cage, which sesmns 1o bave eitled
the froubls, -

It In the umual custom for the kaepar
to name his pets, but In the case of the
young coyote no name has as yeL been
nmelected. Asked (he reason of thin, the
keeper sald the young coyole was sa foollsh
and Irresponalble that he had not yet found
& aultable name to give it. The un-named
coyote puces up and down his cage from
dawn to darkness with no plane, nor pur-
pose; he doesn't scem to have enough sense
10 ket In out of the rain, so his master
Affirms, The old folks, though still re-
taining the coyote charscteristics, recelve
thelr meals with at least some show of
decorum,

The proudcst of all the Riverview park
family is the peacock, which had a grand
Yooming out" a few weeka sgo with his
new HEastor tall, a gorgeous affalr, His
pride would be pardonabile were it not for
the fact that he lorda it over his com-
pansion, the peahen, In & manner that
awful to behold, Je struts and stares
around the aviary, looks ever in a patron-
Ixing way to his helpmeet, standing tan the
oorner with a go-way-back-and-have-a
chalr expression on her fuce. He realizes
that there will ba no Easter for her and
he takes dalight, apparently, In reminding
her of the fact that she |s an outcast at
Easter time; she will have no crowning
glory. no fine il feathers

Wild Cats and Mouniain Liom.

The two wildcats, “Oeorge” and Ellma-
beth,” and the mountain lon, "Prince
Vietor," are In & double cage, the cats and
the lion belng separated by n heavy wire
netting. This does not prevent the two
fpecie from having Iittle factionml differ.
ences now and then through the netting,
They get am close as they can through the
wire and snarl and spit back and forth,
the lion, It i sald, belng the aggreasor.
This can easlly be explalned. The wild-
eats are mates, while the llon s alone, the
only animal In the park that is not mated.
THis fact seems (o rankle In his bosom.
He psams to realize that It Is not good to
be alone, at least all of the time, and he
Is pining for & companion, so Keeper An-
dersan states. It Is stated that the Park
board expects to secufe a female mountain
llon as soon as possible and then (t la
expeoted that the present differences be-
tween the wildoaw and the mountain Hon
will have been adjusted,

The elght wolves, four gray and four
black, are kept in the same cage, with no
separation whatever. They ususaHy live In
pence and happiness, but occastonally in-
dulge In a diapute, which Is short Jived,
the keeper says.

The only animals to have gone "“abroad”
to spend the winter are the twelve Guinea
plgn, which were sent to the hothouse at
Hanscom park last fall to escape the
rigors of a winter In Riverview, They are
expectad to return when the violets peep
again.

The eagies, hawks and owls, a palr of
sach, have passed the winter In an un-
eventful manner. The owls continue to
look wise and say nothing, the hawks grab
thelr portions of liver from doay to day,
while the eagles have a farawny look as if
liberty to them was & meaningiess word

The two Arkansas travelers of the park
areé the palr of racecons, brought from
Arkansas, They eat their bread and ment
without much ads and Appear Lo be giad
they are alive and well.

The four elk. thriteen deer and three
foxen all NIl their miches In the animal
world at Riverview,

"“You should hear the coyotes and wolves
make the wilkin ring every time a truin
passes the park at night-time."” sald Keeper
Andersan. “TTsunlly oné of them will start
the concart and the reat will oin In with
& grand refraln, Alling the woods with
thelr howls. They stop when the train
has passed ™

Kennedy on the Stump,

Kountze Memeérial churelh will have a
sreat finale April & ['pon the evening of
that day Mr. Willlam Kennedy (the ver-
satlle advertising manager for the Ben-
nelt company) will deliver hils popular lec-
ture, "Through Beotlnnd with Scott,” undor
the apsplees of Clan Gurden, the loosl
stronghold of the Beots

Mr. Kennedy bas a double barreled op-
portupity for n big house—his admitted
platform superfority and the fact that his
appearance on the Kountss Memorvial
church platform will be the last publie en-
tertalnmont In that elifice
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An event in the world of retail
merchandising. Beautiful effects,
both in the decorating of our show
“rooms and in the display of New
Spring Goods. We invite your in-
spection and court your criticism.
An unequaled showing of values,
that will appeal to those who look
for all that is desirable in qualities
and styles, combined with a low-
ness in price. Do justice to your-
self and call tomorrow.

Our stocks and assortments surpass more
than we hoped for—a surprise even to ourselves.

The Suit and Millinery Department is
aglow with a spleudid array of all that is beau-
tiful in ladies' ready-to-wear clothing. You will
find a vigit to this department interesting as
well as profitable,

We invite your special attention to our
and Boys’ Clothing, Hat and S8hoe
Departments. A new and excellent stock that
will appeal to all diseriminating buyers.

Men's

Our usual lines of Furniture, Carpets,
Draperies, 8toves and Crockery are greater than
ever before,
ness of price, beauty and style, nothing like it
has ever before been attempted. A vast acre
age of merchandise at prices that cannot be
equaled.

In vastness of assortment, low-

Music and Decorations of a superb order,
Our store has been beautified and will prove
highly pleasing to you. MUBJC IN THE
MORNING AND AFTERNOON. A MAGNI-
FICENT CONCERT HAS BEEN ARRANGED.
STORE OPEN FROMRA M. TOGP. M. NOT
OPEN IN THE EVENING.
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