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where 1 want to go, and he could glve me
a cast.  You remember what Tomas Casiro
sald."”

Rookshy came (o a sudden halt, and bes
gan furiously to switch his corded logs,

“Curss Carlos, and his Castro, 00
They'll have me I Jull betwixt them.
They're both in my red barn, if you want
their direction. * % *°

He hurried on suddenly up the hill, leav-
ing me gazing upwards al Kim. When |
caught hlm up he was swearing—as onoe
did in those daye—and stamping his foot
in the middle of the road

1 tell you,"” he sald v olently, "fit's the
most accursed business! That Castro, with

his Cuba, Is nothing but a binsied buc-
cancer * * * and Carlos Is no better,
They go to Liverpool for a passnge 1o

Jamaica, and see whal comes of "

It seemes that on Liverpoal docks, in the
owl light, they fell In with an elderly
bunks who had Just returned fram West
Indies, who ngks the time al the door of
a shipping agent. OCastro pulls out =«
watch, and the old fellow jumps on it
vows It Is hix owinn taken from him years
before by some plearoons on his outward
vovage. Out from the agent’'s comes an-
other and swears thnt Castro is one of the
Felf-game Orow e himself purported to
be the master of the very ship. Afier-
ward—in  the solltary dugk among the
ropes And hnles—there hod ovidently heen
gome piny with knives, nand 1t ended with
a fMight te London, and then down to
Rooksuhy's red barn, with the runners In
full ery after them.

“Phlnk of it." Rooksby sald, “and me
a justice and—oh, it drives me wild, this
hold-nud-corner work! There's a fllthy
muddle with the free trnders—a whistle
to blow afier dark at the quarry, Tonlght
of all nights, and me @ Justlee—and os
good as a married man!™

1 looked &t him wonderingly In the dusk;
his high coat colluy slmost hid his face,
and hilg hat was pressed down over N

eyes. The thing seemed ineredible to me,
Here wAs an adventure, and 1 s
shocked to sec that Rooksby was In o

pitiable state about it

He scomed rewdy to
then © put In my say. We needed a lttlo
persuasion, though, in spile of Veroniow,

1 should have to meet Carlos Riego and
Castro In a Httle irwood above the quarry,
in half an bour's thme, Al T had to do
wis to whistle thres barg of *Lillibullero,”
as a slgual. A connection had already
been arranged with the free traders «n
the roud and they were coming down that

tear hia halr, and

pight, as we knew well enough, They
were ooming in force from  Cantebury
wiy down to the Mursh. It had cost
Ralph o pretty penny; but onece in the
hands of the smugglers., his oousin and
Castro wounld be sufe enough from the
runners: |1 would have needed a troop

of horse 1o take them. A boat was o tuke
them out Inta the bay, where an outward
bound West Indlaman would plek them up,

Finully Ralph =cttied it; and 1 embarked
en a long adventure.

CHAPTER 1I.

Hetween mooarise and sunset 1 was
stumbling through the bracken of the litkie
copse that was Hke o tyft of halr on the
brow of the great white quarry. | made the
circuit of the copse, whisting softly my
three bars of “Ldilibaliveo.” Then 1 plunged
Into it

My pulse
heart, wo

wis dancing with dellight-my
It was llke » game of hide
and-seck, and yet 1t wus e st Inst

I moved forword angain, getling bock to.
ward the road 1 Nought I eaught the out-
Hnes of & mun's hay down among the tos-

plug lines of the bracken, 1 whispercd
loudly:

“Curlos! Carlos!"

A shaft of blazing yellow light darted

from the level of the ground into my daged

eV A moun sprang at me and throst
something cold and knobby into my neck-
¢loth, The lHeght continued to bhlage Into

my eyes; it moved upward and shone on A
red wristeoat dashed with gilt butions. 1
was heing arrested. - “In the king's
name " A hand wus clutehing my
windpipe

“Twin't ¥ou so much o= squeak, Mr, Cps-
tro" a volee whispered In my ear

The lanthorn lght suddenly died ou® and
1 heard whispers,

‘"ot him out on Lo the road. . |
tackle the other Darhies
Mind hix knife *,

From far above e came n shaut, then n
comfused nolwe of volees.  The moon begon
to get up: above the cuiting the clouds kad
a fringe of suddan silver A
eloaked mufMed (o the ears,
warily townard us

“Whnt's up™ he halled from a muatter of
ten yards  “What nre you chawing that
Elim for Anvihing wronm ho'ow?'

The runners kKept #il
ellok of u plstol ook

“In the kin me Lillvwhile shouied
“get o that nag and Jlendl 2 hand' Wi've
& prisoner.™

horgeman
trotied

"

el we heard the

The horsoman gave an inoredulons whivt)a
and thon begun to phout, hie volos winding
mournfully aph!ll, “Hallo' Hallp—o—"" An
oo W ek Hulio! Thalle a'": then
a numler f volies The harse slood
aArnoplne his head, and the man turned In
b= suddie “Rumners.” he shonied, *Dow

Mreet runnoers! Come nlang, come along,

THE

boys! Wo'll
Kuuners!”

ronst ‘e, . .« Runners!

The sound of heavy horses at o Joldpg
trot came 1o OuUr Ccar:

“We're In foir I Ldllywhite grunted,
“D—n this county of Kent

Thomas never loosencd his hold an my
collar, AL the @teop of the W the men
and horses came Inte =2lght agalnst the
white sky, n confused crowd of ominous
things.

“Turn that lnnthotn off'n me,”” the horke

man sald, “Don't you see you frighton
my horse? Now boyd, get round them—"
The great NMorw formed an rtegdlar

haf-clrele roud us, men deseended clum-
eily, Hke sueks of corn, The lanthorn wid
selzed and flashed upon s,
confused hubibuls [ chught my own name

“Yesw, I'm Komp=John Kemp,' © eal’el,
“I'm true bive ™

The horsemuan rode op to me wnd canght
mo by the collar.

“Hold your tongue,” he sald  roughly
He beran to make o =et specch, anathe vo-

there wis o

tiging runnery.  He moved (o tie our Toel,
and hang up by our finger nalis over the
quarry edge,

“Hlindtold ‘em Ind="" he eried, and

turned me sharply round

“Pon't whicpered In my
ear; his sllk handkerchief come copl aorosd
my eyvellds, 1 felt Bonds fumbling with a
knot &b the baeck af my head, “You're al)

strugale,” hoe

right.,” he said agoin The hubbub of
vilees ceased suddenly, "Now Juds, bring

‘em along.™’

A volee | knew sadd their watchword,
“Bouff and encugh,” loudly, und then,
“Whatl's agae?”

Bomeone else answered, “IU's Hooksby,
It's Bir Ralph.™
The volee  nterrupted  rharply, *“No

names, pow, 1 don't want banging.” The
hond left my wrm,; there was a pause In
the motion of the procession, 1 caught
A moment's =onnd of whispering. Then a
new voice cried, "Birlp the runners to the
shirt. Btrip ‘em. That's IL." T heard rome
groans and o cry, “You won't murder us."’
Then a nasal drawl, “"We will surely,"
Bomeone else, Ruangsley, 1 think, called,
“Bring ‘em alang--this way now.’

Alter u period of turmoll we seemed 1o
coma out of the crowd upon a very rough,
descending path; Rangeley had ealed out,
“Now, then, the rest of you be off; we've
B0l enough heres” and the hools of heavy
horses sounded agnin. Then we came o a
hailt, and Rangsley called sharply from
close Lo me:

“Now, vou runners—and yvou, John Kemp
=here you be on the brink of eternily
above the old quarry, There's n sheer drop
of o feet, We'll tie your legs and hapg
you by your fingers If you hang long
encugh, you'll have time (o say your pray-
ors,  Leawls alive, bads!'"

I heard groons and curses, and began to
shoul for help, My came buck in
wn echo, despalvingly Buddenly 1 was
drageed backward, and the bandage pulled
from my

.. 'mmgs along,” Rungsley gald, leading me
Eently enough to the road, which was five
#tops behind, “It's all a Joke," he
YA pretty bad one for those catehpolls,
Hear ‘em groan. The drop's not two feet

We mnde a few paces down the rvoasd:
the pitiful volees of the runners eryving for

Viablitee

ey eE

snurled.

hedp came pluindy to my vars
"You—they—siren’t murdering them? I
axked,

“*No, no” he nns
Wish we
for us"

wernd,  “‘Ctan’t aMord to,
could; but they'd make it hot

Wa bhegan to descond the bill. From the
quarty n voalos shileked

“Help—holp—for  the  love of God-I
ean't—-"'

There wa= o gront and the mound of a
fall: then a precisely similur sequence of
sounds

"Thut'll teach "#m Hangeley sald fero-

clounly "Come along-1hey've only rolled
down a bank, They weren'l over the quutey
IUs all right, 1 awear It is*

CHAVPTER ITT
Jack Rang=leyv woe n 1«
mat

Lig-boned, thin
with someihine =inister in the
af s hoarseman's
revkless in the woy ho se
on the ground I
Muarsh saquire.
“You'll the eouniry, John'*
he pddod syddenn]y "“They'l huve gaot your
name ancoammon jat I did my
vour,  Fle had had me ted up ke
fore the ranner

Moo
vhmik. and something
his spurred hesol

was the son of an eld

hiave to cut

best for
that Y
eyl iy wrder Lo take Lheir
susploions off  me, He Lhad maude n
tense to miurder me with the same ldes
ut he did beliave they

Jrtara

were Llaken in

“hera'll e warrnnle oul, bwefars morn
nz. If they aln®t ton shaken Lut what
wore you dofug in the hosiuess®™ The 1w
Hppantnele we fyinge i the foerm Inoking
an when you comne blundesing your clumsy
nosae in If it 1 hoeon for Rooksby von
mlpglal by Fiaillen, 4] bt hirike off

AN DWW me fromm the Waek shndow

of n clump of roadsido olm T mude out

the farmy of theee or four hordes standing
with their heads togetlior
Hunawloy 1 “up with
w g
Bomeone helped m nio o wadddh my
Ioge trembiled In the stirrues up IF T had
ricdden 4 thomannd miies on end slready
T imeagine T must hawve Tallon bnto u stupee
for I have ouly 4 wvugue Impression of

ILLUSTRATED

DEE.

gomebody s exculputing hilmacll To me
Ialpli, ufter bhaving egged me ot in the
Intention of hod b

.;t.ahuw of conscienee and had come Lo Lhe

staving unt  hoeme

QUUTry It was he who hal erked tho
witchwaordl, Snnaff amd enough vl wha
Wil hield the whilspered conpultutlon, Uar
los amd Castro had walted In Vhelr bilading
place, huving been spoctantors of the ar-
tival of the runners bl of 'my cuplur
T'm worry Radph Began  nguln, “U'm
miserably rorry 1 gol you inta this sdrape

§ wwiir 1 wouldn't Have had it happon, not
for o thousand poundspot for ten 2

11 daosn’t mmtier I sakd chiserfully
“Ah, hit,
onntry Tor o
arrange. | will, You ¢un

SO e Bove to Tenve the conndry, for
sure,” timpesley =ald ) wlly, "IT e
1 lve It down Mheto'd
whrrante out peninst me—buat they dursent

Fodikshy enid vens'il have 1o
Ll 1 ean
trist mo.’

lvave tha Line

winis

five-and-forty

serve ‘rim Bt he's not me’

St him oecome wWith et rhe musiend
virlee of ‘Carlos caome through the mist in
front of us e #hull se the workd n
THtle™

var Golts sake. hotd vonr  tongue !
Ralph  snewerssd Wiy, “There's mischilef
enough. e shatl g0t Pranee™

1 beemed und Haploaed  hime W seommd

wat ehanoe for me o tind
Al Hadph Ak hia

thint
my world of
pest for me; he
guineas from HRangsley,
n bng of them (61 his sineddbe-hrw,

now Lher
romancs

ot rowed

poaponl o by o
who traveled with
ready Lo
pay hix men their 7 shilfings o heal Tor the
run.

Jtalph remenibered, too-or 1 remembered
for him—that he had estatos and an agent
In Jamalen, nmd he turned Into the g inn
at the junction of the London ronil to write
i letter to his apent bidding him house me
me NE Wn improver.

I sl “It's fine- U8
pudneas  for this
amd Ralph, 1 say, you
'm golng. but keep
Lt hier think

mpoil yuur

pud employ

“Oh, It's all righl
fine.  1d b
chianee this morning
may tell Veronden why
o shut mouth to my mother
. awny—eh? Dot
chanee "

He wus in such o state of repentunce and
flutter that he conld not let me take o de
conl farewell,

Rangsley wos walting to conduct usg Into
the town, where we ghould find o man to
tuke ur three faghtlyves ont 1o the expoected

given D

I've

ship. We  rode olattering  apgressively
through the xilence of the long. narrow
mialn strect Every now aml then Cnrlos

ticeo conghed lamentably, but Tonmns Cax
tro rode In gloommy =lenep

On the Wind of oan oo the shadow of
a bearded man bheld the shadow of n
rammer o s omouth

hat'tl be my uncle,” Rangsley  =uld,

IR
ciulled o one of the men
Joe Tlrher,

wml

be thee man to do vYosr errand Hw
behbh!l “Here
iy vou go Into the White Hart
drug my U'nele Tom out Hring un
up Lo me”

An mbhnormol seaMing, Intermingled with

snatches of Jovial remonstranoes, made A
aelf heard A volee eallind: “"Here's your
uncle, Bguuhre Juck

e you deank pzaln, you old sinner™
Rungsley  nskod “Vdston e me—Here's

1hrae LT
ufter 11
came in
repieated slowly
The grunt unewerdd pgain
il & I T

men Lo shonrd the
nt & quarter
A prunt

Ruingeley

Thumens

renly

thiree moen to b st

hoeard the

Thames ut a guarter after 1L Rangsley
ropentoed parain

“Here'so o cop-Ahree ween e be sel
aboard Thames st quarter after 11" n
valee hiecoughod back to us

“Well, see vou do H, TangeEeley  sald
“He as drunk ag o King he commested
foeus; “but when vou've anld o thinge dlirees

timues, ha hurk (o him
We woent aoroks the sllent street, throagh

ey by s

4 nurrow passage il down to Lhe g
Ol Rangeley reeled shead of ue swifthy
mutleving, *“"Thtie men o In ot b
of the Thames—guarier past 11 Thy ¢
meg ta b st alanrg undd In oo fTew min
Mies wo #loisd Bron the #hingle bestdo e

icdtle sea, that wos nenrvly st the

("M be continaed )

Pointed Paragraphs

Few men van argue aboutl peligion and
Kewp ool

Chne way o doadg Lhe divores ocouris |
o sty single

A mbn s never =obb=ted untdl he wtten s
his own [uncewl

A supolied child bx almost as bt as on
that W too ftresh

After buviug exporicpnod oomuan ehidoain
honsts of his ! Bt

You can esslly make o mun hot by rub-
Bing Bim the wiotig was

Ieth I one thing that never falls o
pome o tho mas who wait

The man wha jaundere 8 for a4 mar-
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