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abhoard (il we come In again.'*
The Invitation was pred. The officer
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deck, while hie hurrled off (o his duties
From the blg yellow funnela of the bnt-
tleship huge hanks of smoke tumbled up,
rolling over the green hills that surround
the hiarbor The onptnin snd  his  staff
atood on the main bridge. There wos a

simplicity In thele neat Wue
forms that made It Alicult to distingulah
thelr ranks, was there that pompous-
ness of munner In them pecullar to many
European naval ofMeers, One litle chap
came into the chart room for something
and bowed very politely. T took him to be
n ward room stewnrd untll afterwoard he
turned out to be the navignting offlcer

A bell clanged faintly somewhere down
in the bowels of the ship. They had been
welghing anchor, bul so nolselessly that I
had fuiled to be nware of 1t. Bhrill whistles
came from varlous parts of the ship, nnd
groups of men moved about the decks with
automntio regularity, Bentries with muskets
sprang up In unexpected gpots as though
they were shoved up out of the deek., There
was no nolse, no hurry, no excitement.
But from Lhe small obligue eves of every
man came 4 glepm of Intense professional
intorest, There was none of the blase In-
diference of Lhe soldiers at drill.

It was rather a cold day, and the men
wore wnteh caps and jJackels. Down In
the gun turreis they romoved the jackels
About each gun a gun crew formed, each
man in his particalnr ploace, Sl hatehes
wore opened and ammunition holsts ap-
ponred as though by no hwman ald,

A allght gquiver tald that the big ship was
moving. The green-terraced hills on both
slides glided back and sank, soon the open
sen spread out before It wns o glassy
enlm day, an eal day for gun practics,

Another sheill  chirp from a bos'n's
whistle and the targel went overboard-—-a
buoy with huge triunguiar canvas wings,
Land was some distance astern now sud-
denly the land-specked horfigon began to
swing—the Yashima's wake was curving.
Thoe target was Keeping up abeam.
Until now there hod beot no nolse except
the stoady throb of machinery, the swish
of waler over the side and the sharp, regus
lar whirr of ammunition holsts,

One of the for'd six-inch guns wins to be
tried first, Above, on the fore and aft
bridges, stood o lleutenant with a pad nnd
pencil o record the hits, Beside him stood
an eneign with 4 wateh to tme them, It
was to be n test of quickness as well us
of markamanship. Helow n petty officer
stood bohind the gun, o wire ineach hand,
He was stooping, his e¢ye oven with the
gun sights, his whole attitude one of in-
tense mental concentration,

For the first time I heard a word spoken.
The lisutenant gnve the word, A brilllant
yellow bar of fire shot out from the mussle
of the gun. The atmosphere cracked like
new sheoet tin. A ball of white smoke flew
upwards, A fow scconds passed-—all eyes
were on the white triangle, & mile abeam.
It seemed ns though the projectile must
have gone beyond the herizon line,

Suddenly a white spurt of foam ahot up
from the lndigo water within Aifty yards of
the targel, » long, thin thread of water,
that openesd at the top ke an umbrella and
avine down In showers,

A clang of the breech block brought my
attention to the gun again. The gunner
WwWis once more gighting, This tme he fired
ot will—he was trying W mwake time. An-
other crackling repori, another bLreathless
interval, and the exploding shell sent up Its
fountaln c¢loser Lo the target. This was re-
peated filve Umes. At the lust shot the
targelt was hidden In the spurt of foam.

The lNeutenant rushed aft along the
bridge. A gun In one of the pfter turreln
began firing, almbst ds regularly and as
quickly as a pulse beat. Between each
shot came the clang of the breech block.
Evidently the second gun muade betler time;
her shells ccrtainly came nearer the mark.
A smothered cheer came from her crew,

The officer pkipped "midships, the ensign
with him. There was no mistaking lhe
repressed oxcllement of the gun crew. The
men had thrown open thelr thick jackets—
the gunner had throwas Lis off. His arms
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With Japs at Target Practice

wore bare; the muscles swellod and shrunk
as though the brown skin held Imprisoned
mnakes His Mps were parted, exposing his
teelh ns though he were snarling

His firet shot siruck the target lull, puts-
tng & hole through one of the canvas
wings. the gholl exploding =lightly beyond
Aguln came an Impulsive chser, or murmur
of admiration rather The small, binck
mustiache of the Heutenant wont upward
an he Jotted dovin some figures on bl pad.
The Newt shot evident)y mode the gunnere
overconfident The four sucrecding shois

waore comparatively poor. Not a word was
spoken, but the gun crew scowled

There came an Interval in the firing
The target swung bl Then n small
Bun up In the fore top hegan eputtecing
nervously, the reports rolling above us ke
thundoer All the oflcers on the Lridge
were gazing intently st the target through
binoculars. A clrele of angry whice foam

appeared nbout [t

The ship's course wns describlng o huge

Ogure clght, A8 the target swung around
on the other beam, another six-lnch gun
on that slde openad fir Alter wach Jiving
the men slipped baek the bLrecelh block,
pulled oul the empty bhrass shell and siipped
in & londed one with the regulatity of au-
tomuitons. There was not o trace of Lthelr

repressed
Only thelr faces showed
between Lthe men who
guns. BSBometimoes they goave that mufed
cheer, or aguin, their obligue eyebrows bes
came more obligue s#till and the
thelr mouths went down,

Agaln the target swung ahead, and agulbrr
camo the thunderous rour of the smaller
quick firing guns. The white wings of the
targel almost disappenred in o bolling clrele
of milky foam. Instinctively my hands
woent up and covered my cars—the ntmoss
phers geemed crystalize and break uap
Into powdercd blts. A big gun In some
forwnrd turrent interpolated jts giguntio
roar at regular Intervals that set the big
ship trembling.

Wo were coming closer to the target now
and the firing Increased, Blowly we passed
It Thosge gun crows not engaged In firing
stood stolidly by their guns, staring fixedly
at the target. Thelr exclitement had passed
~thelr faces were us expressionless ns that
of the average Chinoman when he over-
charges for the wash,

Buddenly the firing ceased,
below were still; we wore drifting up
toward the target A boat was lowered
und pulled toward It, paying out a line, the
end of which was fastened to the buoy.
The boat roturnsd, wius nolselesaly holsted,
then u wineh tieked and pulled in the buoy,
holsting It nboard aft Its white
woere much torn and bedraggled,
steel buoy seemod not
eithoer,

Again the engines bogan throbbing and
the green hills about the harbor mouth
rose on both bows half an hour the
Yaoshima's anchor wiis rattling out
and it swung around with the Ude, A
Inurnch with the Imperinl Japancsg fag
approached from shore. Again the bos'n's
whirtles piped the men 1o quarters, A
ealuto was to be fired,

On the for'd bridge the
on the port side e gave
bie command, A gun In
him fired. Then he
leisurely nacross the
board slde, as though
When he reached
bridge he barely
command,
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captaln  stood
n barely audi-
a turret below
turned and walked
bridge to the star-
counting his steps,
the other end of the
stopped agaln, another
and A gun on the starboard
slde fired. Thus he paced his bridge, to
and fro, and each time he reached the
end of a turn, a gun below him belched
out a flery saluty to the personage ap-
proaching In the iaunch. Thus, the eap-
tain timed the Intervals batween ocach shot
by the paces he took an the bridge.
1 suppose the little chap with the
gray beard who came aboard wos
rear admiral stationed ashore, but the cere-
monial receptlon glven him would have
suMeed for the mikado himself. While he
marched up one gangway. I crept down
another, with the message for my captain
In my pocket, addresased In neat Spencerlan
handwriting and In English,

ALBERT SONNICHSEN,

Nippon Denjitothe Front
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Ittle bronge Images are beginning to take
nolice In & most western fashion. Weo are
psychologically in what might be ealled
the third perlod of the war: The Mfrat,
that of s beginning, with its silence; the
mocond, that of victory., with lis awakening
from dumb Intensglly to enthusiasm (both
of which T have described): and, fnally,
that of the real hurrah period. Those
first few solemn dsys siood for the home
farewells, the Intimale farewells It was
taken for granted that each soldier was
going forth to  dle, The family, thes
friends, literally buried him In dry-eved
mourning If he survived, It would be a
resurrection with Lhe attendant joy. At
dinner & Japanese woman sald to an
American, “Countess SBo-and-Bo has four
sons, all n the army. Iso't it splendid

to glve so many lives to your country!™
Btlolefsm having nccepted the Inevitable,
the personal farewells pald, and the move-
ment of troops begun—then the =oldlers
beoame the army and thelr friends the
publlec 8o today there 18 a4 merry goodby
Jupan sends hor son® away onmasee, as I
they were golng on o pleasant tour, and
they angwer back with smiles as If back-
breaking marches and suffering were not
to e thelr portion. Arches are eorceoted,
Mivpes Mung th the bLreeze, and the
golden baskots of feto days are ralsed,
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Ttallans in New York and other Amerlcan

elith Thege cnrts were drawn by cooljes
or by the soldlers themselves, and they
wore so lighitly Inden that they interfered
Hitle, If at all, with the mobllity of the
force., The horse and mule earts were of
the smallest type, and lghtly bullt. Bpare
animals were made (o carry thelr own

fondder,
well,

These means were rendered pecessury by
the smallnesg and weakness of the Japanese
which awre about the scrawnlest anl-
mals of thelr kind, The Russians, on the
contrary, are well supplied with Inrge,
strong, well-bred horses, Horse breeding
on an immense scale was brought to a high
pltch of suco: the lute Count
Orloff, and the type of horse used in the
Russian army of today 8 mainly Lthnt
whileh 18 known us the “Orloff horse.”
newly broken horses of the steppes
are also usxd Lo o consldernble extent, espe-
cinlly by the Cossncks and the Turkestan
conlingents,

In the Turcoman campalgns In Central
Asliy camels wera employed, but they are
hordly ever used todany by Russian troops.
Thousands of dogs are pressed Into ser-
vita, howaver, malnly for transporting saol-
dieva nnd supplies In sldges across Lake
Balkal.

In the present campalgn the mikado’'s
fighting man s carrying a great doal more
food with him than his Russinn adveraary.
Agninst the latter's two days' ratlons, he
enrries two cooked rations of rice In nddl-
tion to six emergency rations. These are
contained in an aluminum mess pan, and
ns the rice has been holled and dried in
the sun the entire welght Is trifling,

It i3 commonly supposed that the Japn.
nese soldier lives entirely on rice and dried
fish, but such is not the fuet, He can Hve,
and fight well, on that spare diet, if neces-
sary: but he Is glven meat and other sus-
taining foods whenever practicable, ns well
as boer or “"make.”” Bevernl yvearg ago n
military commission was appointed by the
mikado to inquire why the physique of the
Japanese troops was inferior to that of the
British, German and other armles.  The
ecommission came to the conclusion that
beef and beer helped to bulld up the stal-
wart frames of Occldental fAghting men,
and since then becf nnd beer hiave been in-
cluded In the diet scale of the Jupanese
nrmy.

It would appear, from recent reporta, that

ond that of the other animals o
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the food wrrangements of the Japanese
forces mow In the fleld are excellent. Ac-
cording to one statement, each Infantry

unit has a cylindrical stove and detachable
kettle capable of cooking enough rice to
furnish one meal for 10 men, Nine such
stoves and kettles are used for cooking for
o battallon. Boxes containing half-pound
cang of meat are carrled by four horses
for each battallon. The question of water
supply has been carefully considered,
doubtless owlng to the fact that the slck-
ness among the Japanese troops In the
Peking expedition consisted almost entirely
of typhoid faver. Euach unit carries a
quantity of sodlum sulphate to purify the
drinking water,
CAPTAIN ARCHIDALD M., JAMES,

Older the Better

"Well, John,"” sald Mre. Stubb, "I reckon
we better buy some new furniture and
then rent a house In a modest loeallty."

“No, Maria,' replied her husband, “we'll
keep the furniture and rent & house In a
swell nelghborhood.*’

“But the furniture Is all scratched and
broken.'

“That matters not. If we are In o swell
neighborhood, we can say It Is ‘colonjal.’ "
=(hicage News.
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|Rheumatism

The Treatment That ll.u Clrud Thousan's of Chrook
Invalis, Ifllhut Cosl,

TRY IT FREE

'l'h(:uuu-ll nf chronte

Jerers from rheus
mnttnm hava thrown
away thelr erutches
and been completely

curell by the Dr.
Jetib Treatment, the
only discovery that
positively goos ta

the very soat of the
Qlseass and drives
every vestige of pol-
pon from the system,

Dr. Jebb Onide that
no twn ciEan ol
rheumating  ard  ox-
netly alike, and pre-
pares wpecial remes
dies for each oam,
Why spend time and
maoney on rtock pre-
geription, all dipped

from the same bar-

rel” Patent  medls

cines are a Inttery.

They may help but

more often Injure,

pomet | mes beyond

redemulion, The Dir. Jebb treaiment s sure, sale,
and rffective, We cure hundr:ds where others cure
one, beeause we treat tha Individual case Writa
ur a plain, honest Tetter, telllng truthfully your
condltion, and how lotig you have had rheumatinty,
Upon recelpt of weur letter, wo will send you by
|l'rr'm|-1 mall FREE OF ALl COST., a trial trest-

menl, put up especially for your Individual case

Don't suffer longor when health and happiness 18
]M:Iun your grasp, Write us today, and tha trial
treatment ihat will ttart vou on the road to hoalth
will be pent ut ooce,  Address the Jebh Remedy.,
lad, 62 Kingman Bidg., Battle Creek, Mich.

For Thin
Cheeks

The three requl-

sites o f faclal
benuty are
ROUNDED
FEATURES,
nbuence of wrin-
kleg and a fino
complexlon.

Nothing can hide the deformity of

thin, sunken cheeks, an ugly arm,
a scrawny hand or the absence of
n bust.

Dr. Charles Flesh Food

has been used by thousands of ladies
for the past twenty-flve years, and
our large business |s due to the In-
dorseme it of one satisfled patron
to another, WE KNOW that
Dr. Charles Filesh Food will create
FIRM, HEALTHY FLESH wherever
It is applied. It acts by absorption
through tho pores. Nothing to take
Internnily. Applled as an olntment,

SPECIAL OFFER

The regular prize of Dr. Charles Fiesh Food 18
1.0 a box, but to introduce it into thousands of
Hew homes we bhave doeded to send twa (3) boxes
to all who soswer this advertisement and send us
§1.00 All packages are pent In plain  wmapper,
postage precall

A mample box—just enough to cone
F vince you of the great merit of Dr,
Charles Viesh Food—will be sent fre
for 10 ocents, which pays for cost of malling Ve
will also send you our Hilustrated book, “‘Art cof
Massage,” which contaims all the proper moves
menta for massaging the face,
full directions for developlng the bust.

neck and arms and
DR CHARLES CO 19 Park Placs,

Addroaa
New York.

— ————— —

Artistic Design.
Best Construction.

Weathered Oak
Foot Stool

Top 12 in. .
o e
nches
high. $2.00

Frelght pald to any point In Ne-

braskia., Other polnts equalized.

The Quaint Furniture Shop
Kearney, Neb.

GEORGE GRAY, Prop.
30 DAYS TRIAL
6 Years Guarantee

OLD TRUSTY
Incubators.

Saed, looen! incubstvrs made by Johnson,
the incubstor wan. Iwalls .idudn.lt Bpac o8,
improved copper heating svstem. an

w as much oil us the old makes.

for 120 ue:" siza, other sizes in propor-
b ohd Py Sovis k. B s
rite for M toaday. )05 free.
CLAY CENTER, MEBRASKA,

TWENTIETH CENTURY FARMER

The Beat Farm Paper,
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