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CHAPTER XXYV.
The Generoslly of Captain Sears,

When o stingy man gives somethin’
gener'ly somethin® that  he
no use to nobody—and he
pregentation speech.—The
The Lyddy.

HE progress from the Burgee
Bomnestend o tho dock was i cele-
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many, and such o wirtald

e unlikely to be born out of the

One s

= henrts of any folk excepl Cape
Coddersn. Without planning or proarrange-
ment, roleing ot the good Juck of the
old mun at thelr head, they fell Into o

pirangs luontern and torchlit procession and
trmped through the decp sand of the nor-
row rond toward Provincetown, Boon soma

ons of them began o “CGospel Hymn'
Churvhes langulsh on thoe Cape, but the
Moody and Bankey songs go on forever.

Whether iU was through chanee, or, per-
hapa, boonuse in the confused mind of the
woman who started the singlng there was
an nppropriatenvss in {4, no one knew, but
the song frat started was ““T'hoe Prodignl
Ching™

The fire-scarred hulk of the Lydin Bkol-
feld hod been thed up alier the mwenhadener
hud cost off the towing lines, al une of
those great, decaying whoarves, which now
phow so melancholy ot the Cape's ehiet
ports.  There vl boen days when nuany
bunddrid sallors Hud homed thore, but the

memortes of those Umes now seem ko
legendi. The duys when the rolting pler
which was the goal for tho strmggling

Httle band wiveh followed In the capluns
winlie had busy ns wny on this
coust or any other had long possed by, and
this night (o men with the lanterns Up-
tood on It cautiounly.

Tha lght of lnnterns showod the
fAoating riln of the ship boyond the rough
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pnd broken platform.  The shouls which
hivd visen from the erowd wers mow sub
ducdd The investigntors doclared that the
dock was guite too shaky to risk much

wolght upon I, und so the caplain’s arm
chilr wus deposited lor the time In the
midel of a chatioring, good-nuturod group
upon the golld earth, full thirty [ect away
from the dismantled ship he loved so well

Partun and Cuplaln Bears were Lho lirst
to board the Lydia and make o proliminary
survey aml lnvestigntion

It was wlfter Capladn Sears and Parton
Bad sucoeoded, with the wssistance of much
shouted, advice from the onloakoers, In get-
ting an hmprovised gangplank securely iixed
po Lt It bridged Lhe three or four feot of
waler bolween the ship and the pier, and
reslod on o portion of the vessel's radl that
wis ol oo hadly burned to make it a firm
support, that he ylelded W the American
tmpulae o make a speech,

He had beon greatly impressed by the
axhibitton of popular dellght over Caplnin
Surgee's good fortune, I had angered

him & little even, for he did nol ander-
stand I, but his alow wits were quick
enough to Lell him that this he must not
show. People had Jeered Dim amd he knew
that bhoe wus unpopulnr. This hoad long
worried him,

The vemark theal o dock lounger hod

madw just as the Busy bhad begun the voy-
age which onded whon shoe towed the Lydin
In had gallod him deeply. The man bad
cilled oul, choerfully

“Hun v'yuge, Cap. Hope ye'll have good
luck this trip! Praps you'll run acrost
anothier Noatin’ co'pse—Lhis me, one that's
et o rich widder—that can pay'’

There wiks an espocial reason why he sor-
rowed over this trend of public thought at
this particular time. A government com-
mission was (o be uppointed o study Cape
Cod's sund dunes. One nalive was (o grace
s councils at a salary of 800 for the ses-
slon of #ix monthe, Captain Sears was be-
ginning to

gEet old apd life on the men-
haden: spreamer was most  laborious. He
wished to be that native
He bad thought much of this the while
the recent voyage was in progress. And
after he plecked up the Lydia N groat
thought came to him. He  jooked the
melancholy derellct over with some care

and decldod that she was almost worthicss
Balvage for her rescue would be divided,
accordiug to the law in such cases, among
his entire crew (If she was declared to be
worth anything at all), and he would get
but Mitle, he reflected, st the best. IL oc-
curred to him that therein lay his oppor
tunity to redeem his damaged repulation
for gemorosity and general desency. The
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other members of the erew were certaln o

consent. The losa could not be great, [or
the derellot of the Lydin was wsoarcely
worlh, ne estimated, the coal It cost to

tow her in,

Thus where all the people were gathored,
thinking of nothing but the wreck and of
no one but the eaptain, was the tlme and
thern the place to “spring’ It

“Captnin NDurgee,” he said, leaning
ngalnst & wharf post and trving (o0 mnke
II‘X r.'ll'l' Iflkl' on an I‘;\]lrl'.‘:'llln ns Nenr a8
passible to genlality, *“there’'s some hin'
that | want to say an' I'm a-goln’ to sny
ft. Thix here findin' of your ship n-driftin’
‘round glves me jest the ehance that 've
be'n lookin® for. They Is them here on the

Cape thot's spoke un' thunk hard of me
in times gone pnst, because of things |
may have done, They waw eapeciol bod

HE DRaW HIBE DREA

‘1
RUBBRED |

Il
OVER TIIE LAOG'S
fealin' over the fact Lthat I sst the widder
Briscoe for the usual fee for plekin' up her
husband's co'pse. Now 1 think lggover, |
g0 that | was wrong to ask pay for the
flindin’ of Ned Briscoe dead, when he wos
wo'thless Hvin'. I'm sorry that 1 done It
Now what | want to say 18 thls: There s
times and Lthere uin't Umes for askin' salv-
age, 1 thought that the time when 1 found
Briscoe wbobbin’ ‘round out there like
cork loose from o boy's fish line was the
time to do it. 1 know that now, when I've

found your ship a-floatin’ s the time not
to do 1t

“Now, you folks know as well as 1 Jdo
what olnims for salvage me an’' my men

might make ag'inst
muy be Jeft in her
muke no clnim!

this ship an' whatever
Well, we aln't goin' to
That's all there Is to that

An' me an’ my men—wo're all con=id’ able
glad to say so. Aln't we, boys?"'
The threo members of his crew were

preasnt and they manifested their approval
of what he ssid In three awkward shame-
faced ways—although it is prebable (hat
thelr generous sincerity was at least ep
great as was his own. The other people
on the dock, amaxed at this from the penu-
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rious Boars, wera at first quite speechless,
and then broke Into & jerky cheer, 1t wan,
ns it were, Hternlly yanked out of them by
thelr surprise, It rose In spnEma,

Caplain Secars fMushed by this spectacular
Buccess, went on:

“After we had picked her up and while
we wis a-comin' Into port, we talked this

mvitter over. And, In order that there
couldn’'t be no mistake at all about It, I
made out a paper. We signed It and we

was glad to glgn It It transalers cur cla'ms

to yvou, an’ we don't retkon that yon are
a-goln’ to sue yourself for salvage. If
you'll Jest slep for'urd here o little, My
Burgee, 'l hand the paper to you. ['ve
got It right here In my pocket*

Mre. Durgee stepped forward, and Cap-
taln 8eare did hand her the paper Hshe
took It to her husband., Al ghe could say

BAW THAT THE

END WAS QUITE GONE.

Wus,
yo!

eyes

“Thank ye, Caplaln Bears, thank
Hut the st that stole up to his
trembling, & moment later testifed
theré was much more which he thought
but could nol say.

Captain Hears unguestionably had the
people with him now If he had stopped
there, he might have won back that pop-
ularity which hud pussed with the Bris
coe corpse salvage Incldent. But he con-
tinued, saying

"And now, fellor citizsens, 1 hope there
ain't none here as thinks hard o me no
more. An' I hope that when my claims
Ia properly presented to th' gov'ment, there
ain't none as will oppose my gitln' on th'
Cape commission.”

Mostly the simple minded folk there
present were properly Impressed. Mostly
they felt that they had wrongedly judged

him in the past, and that if, in order to
make up, they could help him in the fu-
ture, they would do it; but there was one
old, gErizzled peadog, who spatl tobacco
Julce and said:

“Yab! 1 thought thers was a current

rusnia’ that dido't show yp oo ' sur-
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Won Out--~-By Edward Marshall

face. If he reckoned there wns much In
sulvage on the Lyddy as there ls In sal'ry
on th' job, he wouldn't be so gosh-darned
generous. Whaen some folks asts ye to aail
in an’ take a bite out o' red apples, yve'll
b clever If ye makes a careful squint
for wo'm holes.”

CHAPTER XXVL
Again the Uargoe of the Lydia,
Aln't God elever? Look at all th® new

ways He finds of punishin’' th' wicked,
nn' givin' goodien to th' good! Don"t they

muko our prisons an' our penalties, an®
our presents an’' prosperities seem Just
foollsh?—The Log Book of the Lyddy

No other means of shipwreck
give a ship s desolate an appaarance ne
ciun fire, The =tump of the Lydia's main-
mast sl stood, but It gleamed no longer
with that rich yellow of its Norway ploe

ever can

REMEMBERED TO HAVE

which it had been the captain's pride ever
to keop shinlng over all of It, The upper
end was charred and ugly. The malnmast
was entirely gone, and that part of the
dock In which It had been stepped was
wlso torn up and destroyed. A greal hole
with charred edges where the explosion
had torn the planking up had given the
fire free chance to eat s way and yawned
gloomily,

Fore and aft the ruln was much
complete than It was amidships Tha
rain had evidently started In before the
Mumes had had o chance to eat deep Into
the solid and there were spols
ground the edge of the jugged rent thers
In the deck which showed the fresh yellow
of the pine as It was torn by the exploalon,
where [t had not been at all bluickened by
the fire or smoke

The entrance to the cabin companionway
was charred, but held ita sharp edges.
T™he greater part of the exterior of tha
deck house was not burned saithough the
paint on 1t was falntly clouded by the
smoke, and, In some places, yellowed and
biistered. Parton remembered with a shod-
der how lotense the heat had been and how

lesn

timbers,




