‘The Real Life

THEY MAKE LACE AS DID
(Copyright, 104, by Willlnm Thorp.)

N American and an Anglo-Indlan
. wiutching a “dhoby" labor-

waaliing «<¢lothes at the

"f's]l;rri ground” of on  Indlun

.Q’-.l\..?_\,'_‘-; .
villnge.
oot mon,' safd the Anglo<-Indiun ta his

friend, “‘represents the antlihesis of youy
soclinl system. He has been o washer of
clothes for a thousand years, He will wash
clother for another thousind yveuars. He Is
bound down by the rigld laws of caste, and
he can’t rise In the world even If he wishes
=which he doesu't.”

“But don't such men ever leave thelr
villuges and try to get out of thelr groove?
Aren’'t the boya ambitlous?' asked the
American, who remembered how every
Yankee land aspires to become president,

“No,”" was the response. ‘“This g8 the
Land of No Ambition. Men work hard,
but without any expectation or desire of
ever belng any better off than thelr fathers
were, As you see this village today, so it
wn& n thousand years ago, and so its In-
habitants were.”

Everybody has heard of ecaste In India,
but few forelgners reallze what caste really
menns. The village sweeper, who alwayvs
belngs to the pariah classes, may not even
emter the houses of any of the ather wvil-
Ingers, He dare not go o the publie well
for a drink lest he contaminate 1t. If he
Is thirsty, he must stand nfar off and wall
dolefully until somebody takes pity on him
and brings water to him from the well or
from one of (he houses,

The viliage has u highly organized social
e and In many ways it Is distinotly so-
cinlistic. The “dhoby,"” the bLlacksmith,
the barber, the sheemnker, the sweeper and
other laborers and artisans are all puldle
servanis. Each reeelves so much per an-
num from each villuger, the sumn usuaslly
varying according to the weidth of the In-
dividual.

Nobody dreams of paylng laundry bills
He paye the equivalent of 12 cents o yoar
to the washermoan, nnd gives him a handful
of food now and again, besides other per-
quisites at weddings, bhirths and other fesd-
viils, This seems smull pay for a year's
washing, but the “dhoby™ s another
valuable privilege. He and his family can
weir the clothes given them to wash, nnd
nobody dreame of objecting. Thus they are
always gally clad—one week in the bor-
rowed plumes of Ram Lal, the next in
those of Jhaman Bingh.

Everything goes on in the village a= it
has gone on for 1,000 years or more. There
are many remote villages In India in which
no Buropean hoag oever set foot, and in fow
of them are white men seen from one year's
end to the other.

The potter makes his pots as he did in
the days of Omar Khayyam.™ His slmple
machine hna remained unaltered for 2000
years, and he hns not the slightest desire
to improve tt, What was good cnough for
his ancestors ls good encugh for him., He
cheerfully shapes his ball of clay on a
clumsy wooden wheel by tedlons labor Into
forms of exquisite beauty, for If his tools
are poor his skill I8 remarkable.

The potters are a simple, meek folk.
They never quarrel, and do not ¢ven Insiat
on payment for thelr goods if the customer
bullies iheém, "As simple as o potter” und
“As mild as a potter” ure conunon saylngs.
It Is curious how every man's charncter in
India seams to be determined by his ovceupn.
tion Brickluyers are slways actlve and
energetic; swineherders lnzy and lmmoral;
shoemakers poor, ignorant and despised:
goldsmiths clever and pliusible rogues, and
blacksmiths gossips of the frst woater,
Carpenters have ususlly o turn for poetry,
and many of the greatest poots of India
have come from thelr closs,

But the village does not rely upon such
amateur talent. It always supports o pro-
fesslonal poet of Ita own. Poelry s In-
gralned In the Hindoo nature Even the
schoolboys are taught to recite and com-
pose puocins before they can spell words of

THEIR GREAT-GRANDFATHERS,

three syllables, und the very beggars soliet
nlms with hurps In thelr hands and songs
uprn thelr lips

Like most poets elsewhere, the village
beird s usunlly o poor mand bl he s never
It netusd neod. When he wants o meal he
hitches up hisg Pegasus and goes o some
rich wvillager—un goldsmith or bazar mian-—
with & new poem In prlsge of the patron's
wife or house, He g alwava rewanrded with
as much food as he can ecat, and, perhaps,
a few annas ng well, He has no trouble
with publishers, no weary walting to sece
his bookz In print. Whenever anything
happens in the village he s always on hand
with a few appropriate verses, and always
welcome,

There Is much rivalry and Jealousy among
nelghboring villages as w0 the merits of
thelr respective poot®, and at certnin festl-
vals during the year they assemble together
for o liternry tournament., Every Hindoo
rajuh or “zamindar” (rich land owner)
keeps his own luaureate, to whom he some-
times glves large estiteg and the rents or
taxes of whole villuges. Altogether, the
poet's lines are cast in pleasant places (n
India,

These village bards let thelr fanoy run
riot In a bewlldering maze of Orlental
Imagery, and there 8 no limit to thelr
capiclty for attery. This 1s the kind of
poem they compose for the rustic Romeo
who wants to charm the cur of his well
beloved:

"0 Lall! Thou art sweeter than the honey
and more graceful than the deer; 1 faint
and die for thy love!

“O, thou dove! O, thou swan'! In still
witters 1 sce thy face, in the night wind
through the feathery bamboog 1 heur thy

valee, and the gloom of my thoughtls goes
from e,

“Thy words are as dropg of honey, and
thy volce Is as the volee of the "kull’ (the
Indinn nightingale), When thou walkest
before me thou art beautiful as the spread-
Ing peacock.

O Lalil! O beloved! Thy forehead is as
the new moon, and thy face lke the rising
sun for glory!"

Bo the lovesick swaln goes op for half
an hour, enumerating the boeautles and
Eraces of every part of her body and every
tralt of her charneter. When he is quite
certain he has left nothing out, he gets
down to business.

“O Lall! 1 can giye five bracelels of fine
Bilver, two bullocks and three donkeys ns
the price for thee. I will work for thee and
for thy father and mother, and all thy
house, forever.”

Negotintions with the fathor ensue, and
If the terms are satisfactory, the marriage
Is arranged. The young people cannot
marry out of their caste and rank In life
without becoming outcasta. If the man I8 a
“dhoby—wausherman—he must wird a
wisherwoman, the daughler of n “dhaby."
And they have both descended from o
countless line of “dhoby’' ancestors. It s
the same with the barber, the poteer, thoe
farmer, and all the other trades and pro-
feasions

Love-making in the “dhoby" class Is con
ducted In o curlous wiy The young people
meet at the rver or at the *fuller's
ground” where they wush the elothes, nnd
fall In love, They may not gpeak directly
to one another, but they sing love sangs,
In which they enumernte the other's vir-
tues and graces and express thelr own
feelligs Here are two of these ns
they were tanken down by Babu Pandlan,
an edueated Hindon:

She ", thou young man, black as oll,
Awest Bs rugar ecane, [ eannol ever forget
t;i)' o e Whenever [ think of Lthee I be-
come ueeless to do the work of my paronts.
Thy love makes me uneasy In the day and
regtliess in the night. My mother has prom-
Inel to give me the young and heautiful
enlt ns my dowry, and my father hag prom-
Ined mo the right of washing the clothes of
the wholo village when he gots old and
helpiess, for | am the only daughter to my
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fatoer. T saw thy footprint and the foot-
print of thy bluvk donkey, and my heart
wits  glnd When will the day come In
which I may get a handful of betelnuts

from thy hands?"” (This 18 o marringe
rite.)

He: 0, swan! O, dove! Thy love kills
me, | o can glve my four dan ay n prios
for thet I will work fu father Gnd

for thee nll the days of my il if 1 have
thee In my house there Iy no need for o
lght O, thou dove! how me thy fuce In
the waters by my slde to remove the
gloom of my thoughts™

Thin seems fMmirly dlrect courtship, bl
ns n matter of fact, the lovesick young-
sters have not spoken to one another, Thoey
have sung with an alr of careful detach-
ment and there Is nothing on the surface
to show to whom the songs referred. But
thelr parents notlee thelr mutunl affect’on,
and if the mateh I= o sallafactory one,
arrunge for them to Le morrled and set
up In the professlon of villuge “dhobles’™
The cholee opsn te the young man and
milden I8 narrowed by the siriet rules of
caste, and narrowed =0l Tarther by tha
fact that the vast muggorlty of the people
of Indin scldom, or never, truvel beyond
the village In which they are born. Thoey
must choose sirictly within  their LW
class In thelr own villnge, or In ene of the
villuges clore by Bt indeed, the choloe
Is usually made for them In rFome oy ton
it I= made by their pirenta In thelr in
fuancy Ag o rule, the cholve I8 cheasfully
aocepled and the muarrioge Is & happy one,

“We grow up to think that such o sne
belongs to us,” an Indian village girl ex-

plained toe an Engllsh woman known La
the wilter. “We take the relatlonship na
you tike your brothers and your sisters,
You do not choosa them, but you do npot
therefore hnte them.™

The villnge & not without s amusa-
ments. They are cheap and plentiful and
e need never be dull, There are 1o tray-
eling circuses, bul In the summor time
after the harvests awre gornered and the
hardest work of the year Is done an {iin-
erant dramatle company s preity sure to
visit the villugers, The worst of Amer-
lean barnstormers would disown  profes-
glonul kinship with these half-naked, 11
Tfed, oil-smeared Thespians, but often thely
acting has great force and pathios. The
repertodre gives them lttle trouble, and
there are no royvulties to pay, for ninety-
nine out of a hundred of these companlces
perform only the two fumous classical
dramas, “Harishandra” pnd Markanda.
The villugers know the stories by heart,
but they weep for the (wenitieth meoe over
the sorraws of Queen Chandramadl, it
Hindoo Niobe, and waich with bated br ath
the struggle between Slva and the Angel
of Death for the beautitul young Maur-
kunda,

No charge |s made for the entértalinment,
but ut the close of thi performance 4 clolh

Is opened on which the villugers throw
money, according to thelr means. As cuch
coln is thrown, one of the notors calls oL
the name of the danor and withes & blegs
Ing on his or her head.

Naturally, that
Etimulatles generosity,

Then, too, thers are dances nnd ocune: rts
In the moonlight irrunged by bands of
YOUung men who correspond, somewhnt!, Lo
the “walts" on Chrl=iman eve They choose
i leader, who tralbs them earofully bu d T
Ing ond In sinilng :
@iy tuken from those groat Indlen eplon,
the "Ramayann il the "Mahabara o'
After they are perfoct, they paurnde 1he
vilinge, danving and singir B¢ 0N 80Me Mo in-
light night Thelr great alm Is 10 attrnot
the sdmiration of the glris: and they uare
Just ns valn as any of the nmateur pelors
of western clvilization,

interminable sorgs urig-

There are cock-fights and bull-flghts nnd
ram-fights, fortune tellers and astrologers,
wrestling malchea and gumes which closely
resembile erieket, football und quarter-staff
The villugers of Southorn India are keen
sportamen, who mnever loke o chance of
hunting logs, deer, elepbants and even
tigers. The poorest dweller in the forost
and mouniain villages, where game 1s plen-
tiul, owns o dog and &4 Bpeur.
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Theres ure na braver hunters than soma
of theme poor pessants, Many of them will
foce o mun-eating tger with nothing but
0 spear or o bow, and siny him or be slain,

"I have seen an Indlan villager actunlly
wrestle with a tiger,” sald o native miss
glonnry who has traveled whdely In Bouthe-
ern Indin The leolt hund of the moan was
In the mouath of the Hger, amd the dght
Wz of the beagt was round the back of the
man, whlle the man. with his right hand,
was llfing the upper Jaw of the tiger,
The tiger tricd his best to extrioate hin
upper Jow, but the man held on grimily une
th another hunter caomoe up with his gun
and shot the bheart ™

Every Indinn villuge has its school, and
the 1ot of the puplls I8 o bard one. Lot no
American boyv compinin of his schiool hours,
The Hindoo youngster goos to sehool at 6
o'clock In the morning, works al his les-
sons for o couple of hours, and then goes
home to hreakfast.  He goes back to school
ot nine, studies untll noon, hne two hoursa
for the mildday meal, snd then works untll
6 in the evening. His “home lessons' take
him an hour each evening, und he has to
hring o note to school next morning to
show that he actually spent that tlme over
them.

There are no long vacatlons, but single
holldays are frequent, They ave glven on
all Hindoo festivals, whichh are numerous,
at the new moosn and the full woon, and
whinever a new boy cnters the school. The
punishments given 1o th Love wre very
gevere, and even  burbarous Sometimes
they are hung up by the hands, or forced Lo
Klonnd for hours on one log

Hindoo solionlboys are mischlovous, ke
schoolboyva wll the world over., Thelr favor-
ite trick Is to hide thorns In the palm-leaf
minl on which theie teacher 8 wont to take
hig afternoon nap

The villugers are the mast chiarltable of
people. They tnke the keenest pleasure In
Biving nrins ta the secular begears and
religlons mendlvunts who swarm all over
Indla. Kvery village mualntaine o “chatl-
ram,”" or publle fnn, st which all comers
receive free board and lodsing Charity
Is ungrodging: iU s o privilege o glve, not
an unplensant obligat’on.  The beggar does
not cringe or hnplors “CGlive and acqulre
merit,”  he lmperiously  demaods, He i
dolng you n foavor by helping yon on the
path to salvation, and he thinks you ought
to be much oblged o him

The villuge government Is presided over
by the "munsif,'”" a kind of justlee of tha
peace appointed by the British government,
nnd by the villuge necountant, whose offlce
I8 hereditiry It does not maiter whether
the latter has o Head for figares, so long
ne he lg the son of his father. Thess two

ofMicials are apt to be peity tvrants, who
#eige overy opportunity for “grafi.*

But thelr powers are circumseribed by
the "panchayoet,” or court of arbiteation,
which In compood of villugse elders olected
by the inhabitants This patriarchnl trl-
bunal decides all family disputes and most
of the potty civil and criminal onses. Does
a man fall to poy his debts or bent his
wife, or neglect o support his mother,

or maliclously dumage an enemy's prop-
orty, or snecer gt another man's god=s he
has to reckon with the “panchayet.” Di-
voroes are granted by that court with &
celerity and nonchalunes unegunled oven
in Boulh Dakoln WILLIAM THOILP,

The Lettuce Habit

Maodical Talk declares that letives enten
oncd w day will Insure Immunity from
reurvy, smallpox sand all scorbutle dis-
eases, and that patlents suffering from
such diseases will recover promptly and
surcly If given letiuce to eat. Whether
used as a preventlon or a remedy. the pre-
scriplion s not a diMcult or expeixlve one
to i, Hot-house cullure makes It posible
to eat lettuce every duy In the year If one
desires It, and It is sadd that o taste can
be mnequired for It that will render It e ese
sential to the dadly DU of fure ws bread
Ltsclf.




