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The World’s Worst Crowded Streets

A BTREET THAT 18 CONSTANTLY BLOCKEDy

(Copyright, 1%4, by E. B. Warner,))

NGLAND'S metropolls has always
been held up n& the city of the
most crowded streets. But it
ennnot bigin to compete with
New York.,. That is the testimony

of everybody who Is familine with the two

:‘1.|l'l"l
The lorg, narrow island of Manhattan—

the smallest area upon which o grent city

Is bullt—bears a far larger volume of traffic

than any other arca of eqaunl size In the

world. There I n greanter congestion of
vehicles In New York's streets than in the

Birvets of any other grent olty
The far-famed congestion of London traf-

fic, about which American tourisis have o

miuch to say when they return to this coun-

try, I8 confined to about half a dogen come
poratively ghort thoroughfares, such as

Fleet street, part of the Strand and Lud-

gute HUL There I8 In London no  long

thoroughfarea so constantly packed with
trafiic ns Is Brondway, from Bowling Gre.n
to Herald Square,

The avallable figures give but a poor idea
of t number of wvehleles plying to and
fro on New York's strocts. According to
the bureau of llcenses, 20300 are licenscd
They are subdivided, In round fligures, into
10,000 publie trucks, 1,000 dirt carts (carry-
Ing ashes and other refuse), 1.70 express
wagons, 70 peddling wagons, 500 push-
carts, 0 of the antiguated Fifth avenue
Btages, 800 junk carts and 3,000 conches and
cabs.

It is surprising to find that there are only
sixty-five hand-orguns, operated In almost
every case by Halinns In London there
must be lHterally thousands, for one {8 to
be found at almost every street corner, and
coertainly In every slum quarter, where the
children dance merrily to s stralne—the
#olh pleasure, in many cases, of thelr BTy
Hves.

But the figures of the bureau of llcenses
only represent that portlon of New York
vehleles which operate for public hire
Only those vehlcles require leenses. Trol-
ley cars, trodesmen’'s wagons anmd carts,
contractors’ stock, privale carriages and
vehleles owned by the street cleaning de-
partment and other clty departments—all
these requlre no lleenses,

On n conservative estimato—made by a
man who has for years studicd the traffic
eonditlons obtailning In the metropolis—
they are at lenst filve times as numerous
a8 the public conveyanees.

This gives a grand total of over 112,000
vehicles rolling perpetuntly over the streets
of Manhaitan. It i= possible that there
are two or three times as many. If a pro-
ceaslon of them were formed, allowing
thirty feect for each horse and vehicle, 1t
would be 7688 mliles long,

One department store In New York kecps
766 wagons, push carte and other vehleles
to carry goods to lta eustomers, and It s
not one of the thres of four largest stores,
elther,

‘“The largest stores,” sald the head of
the stabla of the store In question, “keop
anywhere from 1000 to L0 vehicles sach
If the stables of all the department slores
of New York were lumped Logether, 1 be-
Heve they would make a good-sized town,
even though a great economy of space has
been effected In recent years by replacing
many thousands of horses with automo-
blles.

““rhrough the department stores of New
York anlone you have a greater volume of
traMe than that of many towns which con-
slder themselves Important places, And
the curious thing about It s that thers
fs hardly ever an accldent of any descrip-
tion through this traMme Not ane of the
wehicles under my charge has had o mishap
during the past four months, and I be-
lHeve the other stores have equally clean
sheets.*

Besldes the department stores, there are
thousands of smaller retall establishments
keeping anywhere from one o & hundred
vehicles. Then there is the vast special-
ised traMc of the dry goods district, the

WEST BTHEET ALONG THE

'"THE JAM IN. THE WHOLESALE GROCERY DISTRICT,

wholeaale groecery distriet, and the lron
and steel wholesale district and many other
wholegitle centers. In each of those dis-
tricts, street after streal may  be  soen
chock full of wagons and carts bearing tha
products of the partlcular line of Industry
with which the district deals Thot Is a
sight which cannot be equipled In London
or any other clty of the old world

“Taking it all round,” sald a veteran po-
lice ecaptaln, who has eerved In nearly
every part of New York., 1 think It 15 pife
to say that somewhere between a half mil-
lHon and 4 milllon wheels revolve aver the
strects of Manhattan every day,

“It is marvelous thiat there are not more
nccldents, for New Yorkers are fonder than

any other people T know of taking chances
In the midst of the whirl of traffic. It is
Impogsible to control them as pedesirans
ure controlled n London, when cros Ing
the wtreet, The Londoner 18 meck nnd well
discipiined In the presence of authority,
Lut the New Yorker dellghts in defylng -t
on general principies, If o policeman ho'ds
up his hand to warn him that it s danger-
ous to cross the street ut the moment, that
I# an excellent rearon to 0 New Yorker for
tmmedinte crossing. There Is the rumo
trouble with the drivers of vehleles, but
In 4 lesser degree, for we hold the whip
haund of the law over them as we cannot
hold it aver the pedestrians.””

Askhed whether he thought that Now

Favors for Valentine’s Day

HE custom of sending valenlines
haz developed from a laced-edged
card, Inveribed with a  tender
sentiment, to the elaborate floral
deslgns made up by Norlsts, the
expensive candy boxes with valentine de-
Figns and sentiments, and the giving of
other dalnty favors with beautiful works of

art in hand palnting and lthograph,

“Viclets are the Nowers for Bl, Valen-
tine’'s dny,” say oll the forists "Deep
purple violets made up Into immense hearts,
&R Toot and wider across, and packed in o
pretty wicker or grass basket decorated
with violet ribbons and violets, Thoese lurge
boxes and baskets are always accompanied
by a valentine inscribed with a sentiment
gultable to the degree of friendshilp existing
between the giver and the peciplent of the
violats,

"We also pack up In the same dainty
manner smaller hearts of violels and two
hearts together, plerced by a golden arrow
These nre arranged with ribbon loops and
decorations, so that they may be hung up.”

Last year was the first timoe that florists
waore called upon to muke up violet hearts,
but this year the demand for these ls so
great ithat orders have had 1o be placed
weels in advance of the day,

In accordance with an old poetical idea,
small wreaths of NDowers—valenting flowers
—are put up In dainty basketa of sweel
Ernss. broad Swediah woven baskets, little
wicker baskets and satln boxes, decorated
with ribbons and a spray of satin flowera
In the corner, or perhaps an orchid,

Violets are favorites because, In the lan-
gunge of Nowers, the violet signifies falth-
fulness Next in point of popularity is
the red rose, signifying love, and the forget-

me=-not, whoge name speaks of remem-
brance,

The orchid, which signifies reflnement,
Is not so popular ns other flowers for St
Vulentine's day, but & grest many orchils
nre being ordered to accompany handsome
satin and eardboard valentines.

Bome of the florists have propared fanoy
basketa and boxes decorated with ribhons
and flowers and Interwaven with ribhons,
an well as hand-painted affales.  These
sometimes have little cupids, In  bisque,
among the decornlions

Cundy I8 a favorite gift for Bt. Valen-
tine's day. The young man whose fate Is
undet>rmined I8 more apt to send Nowers
which breathe his sentiments—for It s all
the fashion now to send flowers with thelr
sentliments—but the young min whiope
future I8 settled by a solltalre diamond
ring will send hisa Bancee one of the boxes
of candy especinlly got up for the day.

These boxes come In many sizes, from
a foot and a half across to a tiny red
heart with a cupld perched upon the top
beside a spray of orange blossoms or
lilles of the valley, Valentine candy boxes
are all In heart shape, In satin or brocaded
wllk, and awre hand-painted on the top with
gpring Wossoms, or are embroldersd In
emall wreaths and sprays, In fine ribbon
embroidery, with fancy embroldered ribbon
borders These boxes are made [nside
fnto the handsomest of work boxes, glove
boxes, Jewel cases and the llke, while
sidin and lace and hand-painted moucholr
cares have o box of candy of any size
tucked betwean the folds, All these to-
kens are asccompanied by sultable verses
and sentiments upon Jdainly UNthographed
valentines,

HUDSON AT A BUBY HOUR,

York's strecta were more crowded with
traffie than these of London, the polles cap-
tain replicd

“Undoubtedly they nree T know London
well, nod thers nfe only o fow streets thors
whileh are g much crowded, amd a8 cons-
atantly ecrowded, as proctieslly the whola

of the uasine Mo tion i Munhatinn
There 8 one conclurive proof of the truth
of this assertion. Thousunds of  eyelte
are (o be seen oll over London. Evin In

the bunlest tharoughfpces, such as Floot
ftrevt, they ride about by scorea in the
thick of the traflh A cyclist In the bl
nees part of Manbattan & o anconmon
ns an honest man in politles,  The danger
to Hfe and mb I8 oo srewt.™

Another prominent official of the New
York pollce force sndd that whnt struck
him mosxt forcibly about the street traflic
wos the cool cournge of the drivers of
vihicles

“Glve the devil his due” he eald. *I
kiiow many deivers are recKless and ap-
purently thoughtless of human  Hfe, but
on the whole they are the bravest men I
know A dogen timesa a dny, at the least,
thelr nerve hos o gand o supreme test,
and fallures to mect that test ara rare,
indeed It may be another vehicle darting
aeross thelr bowe ut right angles from a
side street, a horse sllpping on an  loes-
covered hill, or a lttle ohild  standing
duzed In the middle of the road right
under the hoofs of the horses; but whnat-
ever It s, Lthe driver npever sooms to be
nt a loes

“The brovest deed 1 &ver saw was at
Herqald Bquare about o year nago. An
ambularee automoblle was hurrying o a
cill along Sixth avenue, A little girl mn
porosy the street and stopped, bewlldered,
In front of the automobile,. One slde of the
thoroughfare was blocked by trolley oara
nnd other vehleles, on the other sldo, one
of the pllars of 1the elevated rallwany
blocked the way The driver of the
nutomoblle grogped the sltuntion In o fash,
It wans Impossible to stop.  FEither he must
run over the chlld or he must swerve full
tiit into the big lron pliar, wreek his
wutomobile, and probably lose hia  life.
Without hesitating a second, he chose the
latter alternative, The coblld espaped un-
hurt, but he had his arm broken and sus-
tidned geveral other Injuries, as did also the
doclor riding on the ambulance. If ever a
man dellberntely chose death rather than
fall In his duty, that driver did =0, and he
Is only n type of the drivers of New York
City Ninety per vent of them would
have acted In the saome way If they had
been In his place*™

To the Londoner In New York a mark-
odly noticeable featurs of the traffic of
the buslest of all eltles s the genial good
humor with which It s conducted by pe-
destrinng and drivers aulike. This Is In do-
clded contrast to the =pirit which prevalls
in his own town,

The cockney eabby Is famous for his
mastery of sarcastic profanity, but he is
quite the Dbest-tempersd person you are
Hkely to meet with on London's streels,
The common remark of the pedestrian 1s;
Do the "ell are yer a-shovin' of 1

The driver pursues his way along a sul-
phurous streak of profanity, which he di-
rects at the heads of the Innumerable
people who get In his way Generally
speaking, ho In awearlng from morning il
night In the regular course of hils buslness,
It s viclous swearing, too—the kind Lhat
frequently ends In & fght and cudl for the
hosplial ambulanee,

Even the most genlal-tempered Londonors
seem o eateh the infection of Hi-humor in
the streel. They may be ns patient ag Job
at home, but they snorl like juckals over
& bone If somebody pushes against them
in the crowd at the railway station. “If
Londoners had o crowd togethor as peopls
do In New York,” sald an Englsh visitor
not long ago, “they would probably begin
W massacre oue another,'
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