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How Little Japs Become Little Americans

Copsright, 1904, by T. C. McClure.)
DON'T want my children to fore
get that they are Japanese,” sald
a Japanese merchant who does
a large business In New York
and other American cities, “"but,
At the same time, 1 want them to become
little Americans, too. 1 want them to bhave
all the advantuges of an Ametlean train-
Ing. 1 want them to get all the benefits of
the land to which 1 belong and the land in
which they live™

This I8 the common feeling of all the
Japancse who llve in thig country with re-
gard to the bringlng up of thelr children.
The Chinese In America, thoroughly Im-
bued with the dogged conservatlem of thele
race, biring thelr children up as they wou'd
be brought up in China, and seclude them
a8 fur as possible from thelr Ametican en-
vironment,

Not so the Japanese, They do not retain
their native costumes and customs, as thele
Chinese consing do, They adapt themsolves
to thelr surroundings nnd show the greats-
est anxisty to make lttle Americans out
of their ehildren

Many of the Japanese families In Amer-
lean cliles are wealthy, thelr heads being
prominent merchants, professional men,
diplomats or consuls, They live in hand-
some suburban homes or sumplucus cily
apartments, with surroundings, service,
foord and dress as typleally American as
though the land of kimonas, chirysanthe-
mums and cherry bloggoms were not,

Take the case of the Japanose
general in New York, Mr
Hves on that fashlonable
Coentral Park Weet, Fils little girl and boy
are being brought up In a thoroughly
Amerlcan way

ccnaul
Uehida, wio
thoroughfinre,

The girl, lttle Moto, a charming prach
blogsom malden, I8 now on her first visit
to her grandfather's house in Japan. Ehao
2 to remnin there for two yours In order
to learn all about her own country, and
then she will return to Ameriea to be *“fin-
ished” like any other future dobuiante.

The boy, h-year-old Isao—whose name
pounds, in his own soft speech, exactly
like that of Jacob's hairy brother in the
scriptures—ig one of the brighteat of the
puplis at a faskionable New York kinder-
Barten, His small nn'lghl'mr. Dishiklo
Nagnsakl, the son of a rich banker on
Wall etreet, drinks with him from the
same fountain of knowledge. In manners,
Eames and general outlook on life these
two little Jups appear to be exactly like
any healthy, lively American boy.

Thelr Japninese nurses, who wear the
pleturesque dress of thelr native land and
tench them the falry tales and games of
ancient Nippon, are the only distinctive
Orlental features In the home life of these
children, In other respects It Is llke that
of uny well bred, well dressed, well loved
American child,. And go it I8 with scores
of other Japanese youngsters in this broad
land,

*1 should estimate,' snid the editor of n
Japancse newspiper published In New
York, "that thore are at least 600 Japaneso
in New York—perhaps more, Most of
them are men In good positlons—merchants
and the Hke—and many of them are bring-
ing up their families here,

“Whenever they ean afford to do so they
#end their children to Japan for several
years, to be partly educated there and (o
learn all about their own country. But
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tughoat always went around a floe when
It conld,

Excepting the tug boatmen and their vie-
tima, very few of the people who live
around the New World's busiest harbor
realizge just what n cold spell, lilke the
one that prevalled all through the east
lust month, renlly means to the port. Old
Atlantle const sallors have a siory to
tell of o New Badford steam whaler that
made a long Arctic trip without accldent
and then came to New York, where It
was nipped In the lee off Sinten Ixland,

But It 18 February—provided January
has been cold—that the harbor is jced up
worst—vessels nipped In the lee, Tferry-
boats retarded, towing and transfer busi-
ness seriously interrupted, narrow esonpes
of man and beast caught on lce Noes ind
swept bayward by the tides It Is Feb-
ruary that brings down an avalanche of
white floes from the upper Hudson and
Jams the narrow port between Jersey Clty
and lower Manhattan, and fllls the bay.
The iide whirls the loose lce into heaps,
ripping and grinding the Aoes togetlier
and thus forming bergs bLIg enough to sup-
port a dogen men

An accldent which happoned last year
up bevond Nyack, In New York state, will
give an idea of how tne lce comes down
the Hudson, ecrunching and grinding Into
New York's harbor,

Two boys went out on the solid lee one
morning and fighed through a hole. This
was In February, and for some days the
weather had been mild. The boys were
#0 absorbed In thelr sport that they falled
to pay proper heed to strange nolses about
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they take care that
theyshall he educsted
algo 1n this eountry
and have a thorough
Ameriean training,

“They waht them to
be both Jupunese and
Amerionn, Sometimos
the Japuaness (ralning
comes flrst, sometimaos
the Amerioan. Many
vhildren born here do
not ee¢ thelr native
Innd until they are
grown up and have
‘eome out’ in Amerl-
can society. BHut,
though they mny
never have seen
Japan, you may be
quite sure that they
have been carefully
taught to love thele
country and reverenca
thelr mikadoe,

“They are just as
patrioticasif they had
lived all thelr lives In Toklo or Kobe In-
stend of In Wasrhington or In New York,
I know of one Japanese youngster, now
golng to school here, who used to get Into
dally fights with his playmates beeause
he Inslsted that Admiral 1to was a greater
muan that Admiral Dewey, and the battle
of the Yalu a more glorious victary than
the fight In Manila bay."

In 8an Franclgco there are conslderably
over L0 Japanese, most of whom are of
the coolle olnss or occupy meninl positions,
The proportlon of wealthy Japanese in that
cily is not nearlv so large as it Is In New
York. Many of the Japs In the Pacifie
metropolls marry white women and glve
up all idea of returning to thelr nntive
land They take out thelr naturaligatlon
papers, become thoroughly Americanized
and bring up their children cexoctly ns
Americans would do, These denatlonnlized
Japs do not, as a ruls, mix with thelr own
countrymen, and they do not llke their

them,  Buddenly they were thrown down,
Mut on thelr backs, They jomped to thele
fect, only to be tumbled over again. Thus
they were olMliged (o e for some few min-
utes, when the disturbance ceased. The
prévious silence had given place to the
gurgle and swikh of wuter,

Not understanding what had happened,
the hoye looked for a certain roe as a
landmark, with the Intentlan of starting for
home. To thelr surprise they found the
hill and river banks were moving 8ul,
they walked on, until they came to the
edpo of the lee, where the waldr began

The young venturers now reallzed
what had happened wmd franticually tried o
nttract nttention ashore by shouling. Mean-
while, thelr course continued down river,
To thelr alarm they felt reneweil jolta und
heard sharp reports and a grinding gensa-
tion underfoot, RHig pleces of thelr flos
wers wing braken off as It was pounded
and rubbed agulnst ether Moer

The boys wers swepl out Into midstirenm
and the few poople on either hbank wore too
Finally, the
floe bocame so small that it rocked with
thelr welght., Then It bumped {ntn a larger
one and they Jumped to that, Thus they
drifted down to Grant's Tomb, where a
bomitman heard thelr erles and came out
to rescuo them They were saved, but
there have boen ocoasion=s where people
have Inst thelr lives In jurt this way

It often happens that the ferrvbouts, es-
pecially those that run down the buy to
Btaten Island, are nipped In the lee. One
Bunday evening severn]l yenrs ago the
Staten Islund boat was nenring s New
York slip when a vast field of broken loe,
loosened by tha tide, swung down the river
and the ferryboat found Itself struggling in
the middle of IL

distant to see or hear them

A CHEERY LITTLE AMERICAN JAV

A FAIR MAID OF NIPPON.

childiren to learn any-
thing about Japan,
not oven the fairy
tules or the gamoes,

At Teast 3,000 Japan-
e work In Ameriean
familles In San Fran
elErons domestl e
servinis and a large
proportion o f them
wre moere children
Boys come over from
Japan ut the age of
10, 12 or M to get an
American  odueatin
They nre alone, with-
oul friends, almost
pennlless, and they
would seom to run o
goond chanee of stary-
Ing In a strange lund,
But they nilwaya
manage to pet along
sl right and to secure
the educntion for
which they crossed
the #end

They take situntiony as servanta without
wiges, They merely stipulate for their
food and clothes and leave of ahxence dur-
Ing the day to attend rehool. In the morn-
Ing and the evening they work hard and
fulthfully to make up for lost e Falth
fulnoss o the quality in which they out-
ghine all other scrvants nvillable on the
Pacifie const, The
“a falthful Joapanese boy™ needs n sitage-

lwaye ndvertise that

tlon, and it is no ie d '

vyou might think." eald an Ameriecan
womnn who had kept house in 8an Feans
clsco for many yenl “that 1t would bha

an awkward arringement in oany  holpoes
hold to have the servant absent during thae
morning ad the gronter part of the alter-
noon: but it is not T have employed many
of theso Japanesa boys, some of them only
11 or 12 yoars old, and have never had any
trouble with them. 1 would not enguge any
other servant

“The Loy Is up ut 6 in the morning,

The engines battled bhravely, but the lce-
fleld was fammed up sgainst the rows of
ploers nnd thickened by the pressure. Fretty
soon Lthe poaddle wheels were completely
clogged and the ferryboat stuck fast, Over
100 paseengers were on bosrd and they
elnmored to be put ashore. That, of course,
wis an impossibllity, ss no eraft would
some out to the rescue, and the lee was not
a0lid enough to walk ovir, so Lthe passengera
had to stay by the bont, The jJum got
worse and at last the pilot had to announce
that they were In for nn all-night stay.
Then the passengers called for food, but
ferrybosita do not ecarry provislons, so the
passengers had to make the best of It un-
til morning, when o big tugbhoat came along
and butied an opecdng in the =ip. which
allowed the Loat 1o dock Buch incidents
have happensd whinost every year,

But one of tho guecrest pccldents—and a
rather unusual one—ithat ever occurred In
New York harbor whilo it was lee-bound,
happened to the ocenn i ermanie four
YEArs BEo It might have proved serigus

or (1

had not 118 crew khown Uhelr business

It had been slecting,. and the rigging of
the big steamer, as it lay moored hwegide Its
pler, becume thickly couled with e There
was no harm In that, but it was bad that
Ita hold was cmpt)

Early In the morning s crew were
spllled out of thelr bunks by @ sudden
lurch All hardls  rushed on deck and
found the ship Hsting dnangerously over to
port The officera understood the trouble
In a moment, Everybody get to work and

rigged up ropes from the masts to the dock,
which prevented further danger of enpsiz-
Ing, but not before water hind poured Iinte
some open portholes and Alled the ship's
hold up to the stokeroom gratings. Finally,
the vessel righted, when suddenly It listed

working like a little hero to gel everys
thing In order before he goos o sehook
He sweeps and dusts the roome, cleans the
boots, washes all the dirty dishes, gels
breakfast ready and does twently other
things befare 8 o'clock,

“Hy the time he gets hig books togethar
and sturis for school, you may look all
around the house and not find o single
thing left undone All your needs and
wighes during the day have been an-
tielpated, Even afternoon tea has been got
ready, all exeept the bolling of the water
and the making of the ten

A8 poon as sehool s di=smissed ho hur-
ries home. He does not stop to play with
the Amerlean boys, for he knows he will
b wanted, and he likes to get his work
done early, so that he can spend a good
port of the evening in study,

“It 18 pleasant to have these boys about
the house. ‘Thelr manners  are refined,
they always study to  plesse, they are
sirictly honest and trothful, and they do
things without being okl Every house-
Keoper Knows how rare thuat Is in o ser-
vant,

“It s wonderful how hard they work
to get an Amoriean education and learn
Ameriean ways, Naturally, many of them
grow up to be puctessful and promineat
men, elther in 8an Franclsco or In Japan,

“The other day I mel o Japanere gentie-
man at the house of o friend, when | was
paying n socinl cnll 1 was told that he
was one of the leading doctors In Nagasakl,
and had come over on o viKit, We hind an
Interesting conversation, IHy Taee & emed
familiar, and nnked him
whoether we hod mot hiefore.

“ilg ft possible that you don’t remember
me? he replled. 'l was o boy in your
house for two sears and left you only nine

prosently I

years ago.'

“In Wi mannere and conversation he was
exnctly like an eduonted and aeconpilshed
Amerloan gentleman.”

Many of theas Httle Jups, when they grow
up, marry in Ban Francsico, either with
thelr countrywomen or with white womeon,
attaln good positions and Hye In Amires
all thely lives. They do not nlwiys stay
on the Pucifie coast, Muany of thrm estab-
lish bLusiness in the other v eitlas and
prosper exceedingly. If you ta k to a rich
Jupanese merchunt in any part of the eoun-
try you will be quile Mkely ty find that he
started Wis Ameriean carcer ns o servant
boy In ‘Frisco

A man who gpont un evening at the house
of n wenlthy Phillndelphin
eame awny onthuslastie in proise of his
host's children

“They woerd the nleent ittle shovers you
ever met,” he sald Just ko Ameriean
chlldren In miany wal bt with n grave
polltencss and gentie muonnera thanl Amaer=
lean clilldren do not nlwaye poescss. They
wore nogquect mixiul Iy onee Lirenth the
boy informed me that he wus going to
Joarvard wien he grow up: in the next he
proudly told me staries of the greal deeds
of his samural ancestars, The girl played
Mondelssohn's  ‘Spring 8ong' Hke o réul
musicinn, and then deeeped herselfl in o
Kimona and told Japanéne falry tales,
played n
Japanese game yvery much like plng-pong.
1 chinrged them with having copled It from
usg, ‘Not at all!' they sabl. "This ganme has
been played In Japuan for o thousand yenrs
Ping-pong must have been copled from 10"

BABSITT STAINES,

Japanese  In

“Durlng the evening thoy

aver to the starboard untll Its masts rested
on the roof of the dock house, which prob-
ably saved It from capsiging altogether,
Then all hands went aloft with hatchets,
cutlassen, hammers, or other steel or lron
Implements that c¢ould be found, and began
cllpping off the tons of enpped lce. Al first
only a few of the crew could go aloft, as
their welght Inereased the danger, but as
they knocked off thelr own welght In ice
othera came up, and finally enough lce was
hroken off to enuse the Germanic to right
twelf permanently.
ALFRED MILNER.

An Unfortunate Remark

If o certaln prominent New York physi-
clan ever writes hils nulpblography the fol-
lowing Incident will undeubtedly ba omit-
ted:

Not long ugo the physiclan in guestion
wis oallxl to a boarding house to atténd o
man very Ul with puneumonia The man
died., The keeper of the bparding house, &
woman, wus very much distreasad, the man
having beon the frst boarder to dle under
her roof 3

“It's so unfortunate that he should have
died,” mald she, with self-interested syme-
pathy. *I do hate to have n funeral here™

“It won't be necessary.” snld the doclor,
consallngly, "The funeral cun be at thoe uns
dertaker'n.”

“But 1 don't even know of an under-
taker," said the unnerved woman,

“I do,” sald the doctor. *Just around the
corner s o good one, to whom I send all
my patients."

AT ganped the landlady, and the dog=
tor wondered why she turped pale—Now
York Times, v



