Comic Opera Existence in Corea

CORBAN WIVES IRONING. *

(Copyright, 193, by Mary Gay Humphreys.)
HILE Japnn and TMussia are malk-

b . Corea, the Land of the Morning
Calm rotalns its composure nnd

pursuces an existence comparnbile

A land in which the dynasty was hatehed
from an ege: In which the men dress like
old women; In which a buchelor, though
called by o pet name and twlked Lo in baby
talk: In which boys are Invariably married
to women; in which men at nightfall are
roam the streets and gosslp with their
friends; In which the poor take plain pills
and the rioh have their pillls decorated and

China Is the parent of Corea. In the
mists of ages the favorite of the king of
& Chincse provinee, wandering by the
into her bosom and became an egg, From
this wans hatched a boy, whom the enraged
king threw (o the plgs.
breath, and the king, belleving that heaven
willed that the boy should live, took him
into the royal househo!d, where he was

The boy was skilled In archery, surpass-
Ing every one. The king became jealous,
and the boy fled.
arrow Into the strcam, and thousinds of
fish came and made a bridge of thelr
bodies that he might pass over. When his
bridge swam uway, and they were leoft
helpless,

The Light of the East found an amlable
thelr king., 'Thus the king of Corea I8 re-
garded today as the Bon of Heaven,

In point of fact, he Is the son of Tal-
by the Dowager Qucen Cho. His father
and elder brother are his subjects, for
primogeniture does not obtain in the Orient.
an amlable gentleman of 50, al present a
widower—if a gentleman with 10 concubines
may be called a widower. Queen Min, who
Amerlcans living In SBeoul say, n womnan
whose mentol powers surpassed oven thoso
of that very . rimarvkable woman, the

For over thirlty years she war the power
behind the throne—literally behind the
throne, for the gueen, no more than any
moen other than those of her lmmedlate
family. The most subtle diplomacy was
conducted from behind a sereen, and so
was to kill her.

Even this murder had s enlivening
features, ‘The American missionarics, who
ecould then trust, took turns in guarding
the king and the erown prince while they
slept. Another missionary and hils wife
ate, sending It to them In a locked box,
lest, after the Orfental fashion, they should
be polsoned,

No. 1. Lady Om announced a venerable
aunt with sudden eramps. 1L wag necessary
that she should leave the palace for her

Two palanquins were ordered, and In
the seclusion of the wamen's quarters
the king and the crown prince were
palace, where they were virtunlly pris-
oners, for a haven at the Ruassian legation
It must be understood that In Corea not
would dare lo look Inio a woman's pulan-
quin,

Naturally, ever since, Lady Om hes had

It 1s not amusing 1o be & widower In
Corea. For three years the unfortunate
must ahstaln from all pleasure, and go

ing faces at ench other across
10 nothing outside of comic vpera.
an uld man, Is regarded as an infant, s
expeoied to stay Iindoors and 12t th Ir wives
gllded, Is truly the Land of the Libretto.
river, suw o glistening vapor which floated

But the kindly pigs fed him with thelr
called the Light of the East,

Coming to the river Yalu, he shot an
pursuers arrived at the stream the finny
people an the other side, who made hlm
Won-Kun, and was appointed to the throae

Li Hsl, na the Corean emperor 1&g called, 15
was murdered by the Japanese, was, the
emperor dowager of (‘hina.
other Corean woman, could he viewed Ly
ably that the only resource of her encmies
were the only people In 8eoul that the king
eooked all the food that the hapless palr

Now enters the lLady Om, concubine
home, and Lady Om would accompany her
bundled In and escaped safely from the
oeven tho boldest of secret service men
her hopes of advancement
aboul with a sort of gunny bag vell screen-
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Ing hia face. Discipline of this sort facill-
tates marringe.

Noevertheless, the Kking has thus far
evaded the Lady Om. 8She has her faction,
which aseribes every national evil to the
king's failure to toke unto himsolf 0 new
queen, and has memorisliged the Kking In
her hehalf,

Memortalizing Is one of the occupations
of Beoul, In front of the palace giates the
slghteeer never falla 10 bohold a couple of
men squatting behind a low stool on which
lea o roll of puper. This s the memorlal,

There nare memoriuls about everyth ng
under the sun. Here they sit day afier day,
for time 18 of no consequence In Coren,
Perhoaps in time the memorial reaches the
King, who in thms responds, perhaps in the
summuary fashion In which he responded Lo
the memorin) coneerning Lady Om.

“April 27, 1507, Reply to Kim Kon Vok
nnd others. Your views are quite patriotie,
but the government hag laws and cere-
monles which do not requlre your sugges-
tions. Therefore. you necd not confuse ua
any more by sending us memorials,. You
are thercfore ordered 1o go away.”

The king's odlets might be jssued hy the
sultan of a comle opera. After tho Chinesss
Jupaness wor, which gave Corea s indes
petdence, the King determined to be abrenst
of the times.

The army was taoken out of Its petiionnts
and put Into trouscers, and the king ordered
that the most sacred objoet, the topknot,
as their gun-triggor style of halr dressing
fe enlled, he cuwt off. Thus the edict ran

“Laws and rules procsed from Lhe King.
Treaty relutions must now be obgerved with
the rest of the world, und changes be In-
troduced Into politics We have, there-
fors, introduced a new calendar, o titla
of the reign. and changed the style of
dresg and cut off the topknot

“You should not regard us as loving In-
novitions, Wide slevves pnd topknots have
become famitlar by u2uage,  The topknols
and hilr bands stand In the wiy of health
ns you know,

“Nor is It vight i this day of ships and
vohicles that we should stick te these cus-
toms,"”

This ediet nearly ecreated a  revolutlon.
To ecut off thie topknot, the Corean evls
denee of dlgnity, was an abagement; and
the ambilide king finndly let Lis own halr
grow out and resumed his topknot,

Moure permancnt Innovations were his
home and foreign oMcoes, with thelr Cham
Fan (help to decide) and thelr Cham Wi
thelp to discuns.)

The diMeultly
seriously

of taking thes=se dignitles
somctimes Jdisturbs the furelgu-
=ecrelary of state, os it were,
want to gee the German consul nbout same
disputed minlng concesslon; and the Ger-
mun pushied Lim off the doorstep and shut

CIrs I'he

AT SEOUL,

the doar. The feelinge of the aMelnl wers
g0 hurt that he went nome and resigned.
The King has abandoned the palace in
which the queen was murdered, and |4
bullding a new palace at the fool of the
slopes, on which the legations are housod,
and where the frogs croak by day and
night. Here In an emergendy he can climb
over the wall into HI-'Rlulh!u]H of the Eng-
lish resident, or shin into the American
minigter's compound

The palnce s a  eollection of
hiouseg  for th

Carean
Ring's hundreds of super-

numoerarics and s enclosod by & high wall
Fxoept thatl he is allowed (o have more
stepd the king's houses o 1ol il e
greatly from other houses of the better
sorl.

But unlike other houseliolders the king
can go on ta one of hig own roofs without
asking bis nelghbors’  permission: a pro
vigion to keep the Corean from looking by
chance atl his neighbors” wives,

The Corean house haoas
fentures, Chief of these
Ite re-ontering curves

The roofl is tiled

gome boautiful
ig8 the rvoof with

d the tlles rest on a
boed of cartly, Iu this the Poating sceeds find
4 place, and In the spring the roofs burat
Inta bloom and are gay with tullp, wild
pink, forget-me-nots and rlotous
Baautiful woods and paper windows and
widlle are the othet materinls used,

Nothing could e more barren than tho
Interiors of these houtes Caught In a
driving raln, we sought (he sheltor of
Bote. A little servan! ran out nnd Insisted
on our coming lndoors,

Wea ware led through varlous courts unt!l
we reached the women's house. lHere weroe
two wives, whose delight uat our company
wis like that of chilldren,

They led us through thelr empty rooms,
n low bed and a woardrobe furnishing «
ronm.  The furnplture, however, was lm-
posing

The wardrobes wers gally decoruted with
landscapes Inlald with mother of pear), sl
the hinges and locks were of ornamented
brass. One consplevons feature wns thio
cash chest to avcommodnte the (Corean
money, of which the forvigner froguently
pays 40 cash for o sedon shopping excur-
glon and 1,40 for n day's board

folluge

The Coreun women woear o sort of Turk-
Ish  trourers and sceveral stiffly starched
akirts, Over nll this Is o vory full skirt
gathered to band that reaches the arm-
pits, the lnst garment belng o tiny

bolero.

The band of the peasant woman I8 much
noarrower and the jnckel so small that the
Laby, which she currles low on the back,
sticks s head under its mother's #rm and
foeds Itself without disturbing her conver-
satlon

The woman of position never goes abiroad
except In & closed palanguin. Then she is

mally tadted and  adorned with
halrpins belng her favorite ornamoent,
The middle closs womuan goes putl. bat
wears over her ad o green sllk cont,
which shie holds tightly with one hamd so
thiat her fonoe chnnol be geon,  This cont hina
Eleeves o gmall that n ehild could not get
Its arms Into them. Thia s a cuslom from
time mimemorial, the origin of 1hepe ustios

Jowels,

lesg dloeves belag unknown

At home the Corean wife lools afier the
houschold, her chief duty being (o soe that
hoer—or thelr toals
gre smomth nnd shining  Ironlng 1= In-
dood, a tine art In Corea. This I8 done with
two roumded sticks whileh the Hutle wamen
hanadte derly

When Coreans tidk 1t always seoms as If
the nle were full of brickbats, =0 harsh and
curt Is the tongue. Hul o group of Carean
grntlemen on the street in their long, while,
shining conts, with thele plpes and retis
cules, always suggests o company of splek
nnd span old women golng to o tea party.

Nothing is ever seen ke thelr head cov-
ering. This 1s o tall, eylindeieal hat, with
wings woven of horsehair, and g0 thin that
the topknot con be ploinly  seen,

This It s eligquet not to remove. Evoen at
Mintster Allen's last Fourth of July re-
coption the Coreans Kept on thelr hats,

When a Loy mwarrlos he puts up his halre
nnd ansumes this hat. If he does nol marry
he must wear his halr bralded down his
back In o pigtail. and has only 0 pel nama
and must submit o belug tootsle-wootsied
wntil he is toothlss and ddes. Al Corean
boya huve a feminine appesrance. The girls
Afe never scen,

The Corean gentleman, unlike his wife,
does not lack for entertalonment. He 1a
devotwd o nuture, plenics, feoasts and tha
pesang—that Is to say,

Husband's white gaur

Corean gelsha or
winging xirl,
girlis ore the necessary accoms
paniment of 4 evibgation that shuls up ile
wives and sirtlers As  they depend on
thelr attracilvencss, they oare taught to
tways pleasing, to be
accomp!lshed, witty, to sing and to danece.
This necensity gives the gesang incentive
to etudy and time for devoting herself to
She dresses modestly,
even when wearing the brililant sliks and
gnuges of her colling, and what scems (the
greatest of her priviloges, ahe can go froely
ubrosd,
Aftor the
Corean

These

b good nutured,

refined occupations

fenst, death I8 the grontost of
functions, Four dava after dying
the depairtcd has o send-off In the fashion
of a great feast. His coffin s then pro-
vided with money and pleces of rich stulfs
[or the Journey,

If he s o person of conssquence, thoe
geomaneer s called In o determine the
L of lils burial., This may not be f(orp
three months

The family graveyards, which ocoupy
an Inotdinnte spuce of Corcan territory,
are the occension of what are known as
graveyurd fghts, in which ithe contending
pariles toss out the sacred ancesiors’ bones
withput ceremony.

Corca I8 the least religlous of all the na-
tloms of the vast, A mild form of Con-
fuclanlsm serves for phlessophy, and an-
cestor worship s the only thing that re-
semblos religion,

There s not a temple In 8ooul In tha
country there are monasteries, but to tha
monasteries the Corean goentlemen ropale
far their high revels,

On the rools of the Corean houses sgqunt
Eratesque images, intonded to scare nway
evil spluits, and before the doors of hovels
ure xecn wikps of plalied straw and siripa
of garments for the sume purpose

There gre dovll trees, ulds, on which thise
Birips hang, The Coreun devil la to stupid
that coming neross theso strips he Tuncles
he has the wearer of Lhe clolhes,

The cuitivatled geutleman s &
delightful neguaintapce. He has a charme-
Ing sense of humor, a lightness of touch
In conversation and & pleasing galiantry,
all of which malke him sn eminently soecial
poerson. The Coreans are good lHogulsias,
und thoge who speak English de it without
pocent, MARY GAY UUMIHREYS
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