i GENERAL KOUROPATKIN, RUSSIA'S MOST FAMOUS FIGHTER
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1K lIate Archibald Forbes, the
famous war correspondent, used
to be fond of telling how he met

Skobeleff, the grentest of Russian

generals, after one of the flercest
of the many desperate fghts before Plevna,

“1 was sitting in my tent writing n dis-
pateh,” sald Forbes, “when the flap was
Buddenly drawn aside and In stalked the
most terrible and awe-Inspiring object 1
have ever seen In my lfe. 1t wis Bkoleleff,
whom I knew well, but 1 had to look twice
before 1 recogrized him,

“His smart general's uniform was torn
Into shreds and stalned with blood nand
gunpewder from head to foot. His sword,
which he held In his hand, was slmply
amothered In blood, and great drops of It
fell on the floor of the tent na he greeied
me, There was o terrible gash across the
top of his forehead, and hls eyes still biazed
with the fieroe excitement of the hand-to-
hand fight which he had just had with hun-
dredn of Turks

“While he stood there telling me about
the battle, hig favorite captain, Kouropat-
kin come up and called him awoay to de-
clde nbout the disposition of some of the
prisoners. Kouropatkin looked even more
ke a god of war fresh from the scene of
curnage. He was bleeding from hall a
dozen wounds, but he stood as steady ns a
rook when he saluted Skobeleff. The latter
suggeated that he had better go Into the
hospltal, but he curtly replied, ‘No, gens
ernl. There I8 work to bhe done.'

“I heard afterward that Skobeleff and
Kouropatkin  had  fought slde by slde
throughout that bloody day, and had slaln
the Turks lterally by dosens. Thelr ex-
plolls formed tho theme of many a story
told bLeside the epnmpfires of both armies
throughout the campalgn.'

Capiain Kouropatkin, who was the right-
hand man of Skobeleff all through the
Rumo-Turkish war, a8 well as In the fight
at Plevna, In now Genernl Kouropatkin, the
cear's minlster of war, and the most noted
of all the Rumsian fighting men. He was
trained in a harder school than most maod-
ern genern's, and went through enough
porila to satisfy the blggest glulton for ad
venture

After one of the hloody Nghis In the
Bhijpka paer, he waer left for dead upon
the fAeld Al might he lay there. more
wounded and unconsclous It wae In the
bitter cold of 0 Balkan night, and he might
havis frozen to death had he not beon nl-
most entirely coversd by the bhody of a
dving Turk, who had fallen serosa him
after he sunk to the ground with the agony
of hin wound

In the morning Kouropatkin recoversd
conscioysnass, crmawled from underncath
the Turk, and made his way, slowly and
painfully, to the Rumssian camp, where his
comrades recelved him as If he were a
.”lnu(

Kourepatkin became the hero of the Rus.
slan army, sooond only to his great leador
Bkobeleff, by his bruvery and fine general-
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a month's selge. The brunt of the at-
tack fell on Kouropatkin, who commanded
a contingent of lght troops from Turk-
estan. It was a great vietory, but It sullied
the reputation of both the Russian leadors,
They ordered their troops to give no quar-
ter to the Turcomans of ¢ither sex, and all
the horrors usunl when such orders are
given were perpetrated

Bpectatorg say that even when the Tur-
comans fled In o dlsorderly mob ncross the
desert, men, women and children mingled
togoether, no mercy was shown to them.
Artillery and cavalry followed in their rear
and mowed them down, until darknoss put
an end to the pursuit, In that few hours'
chase 1,000 pursulng Russlans slaughtered
Koo fugitives, while over 600 were mas-
shered In the fortified camp of Geouk Tepe.

*“I'he whole country was ocovered with
corpses,” sald SBamuel Gouroviteh, an Ar-
menlan Jew who acted as interpreter In
the Russian forces. “The morning after the
battle they lay In rows like freahly mown
hay, as they had been swepl down by Lhe
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mitraflleurs and artillery. Hundreds of
women were sabred, and I myself saw
bubles bayonetted or slashed to pleces
Many women were ravished before belng
killed. The troops, mad with drink and
the lust of Nghting, were allowed to plun-
der and kil for three days after the as-
Bault."”

This Is the single great blot on Gen-
erial Kouropatkin's record. It Is true that
he was not In supreme command, but his
Tarkestan troops played the leading part
In the slaughter.

He Is o great leader of men. The march
of his Turkestan contingent across the
almost unknown deserts of Central Asla,
In order to joln Bkobelef for the siege of
Geok Tepe, was as fine an achlevement as
Lord Roberts’ famous mareh to Candahar,

“Kouropatkin,” sald Generul Annenkofr,
who met him at the end of the march,
“had been for twenty-six days marching
over a sandy and waterless desert, yet his
force marched In clean and trim, and as
fresh as a doalsy.”

An English newspaper correspondent,
who attended the funernl of Skobelell at
Bpasskoo 8elo In 1882, was there thrown into
company with many of the dead general's
favorite officers,

“More than onece,” he sald, I heard &
controversy among them as to whether
Kouropatkin was not almost as good a
leader as their lost general.

“* ‘Houropatkin,’ sald a Turkestan officer
to me, during one of these discussions,
‘posseses all the characteristies of Sko-
beleff cast in o cooler mould, They worked
admirably together, Kouroputkin imparting
coolness and calculation to Skobeleff, and
Skobeleff fire nnd enthusiasm to Kouropat-
kin. We are desolate now that Skobeleft
in gone, but It Is a consolation thut we
have =till got Kouropatkin, He ls now the
Bkobeleff of Russia.’

“During the Arst few days succeading
Bkobeleff's death a strong and angry feel.
ing prevalled In Russia agalnst the govern-
ment, It waoas felt that the dead hero's
mevits had never been properly appreclated
by the state, and 1 encountered various
ofMicers at Moscow who were persuisded he
hud been poisoned, To appease the army
the emperor felt that he could not do belter
than summon Kouropatkin from Centril
Asila and glve him a high appointment at
hame, Bince then he has been treated as
# favorite at court, and If he has secured
little notoriety abroad it 18 simply bécause
he has always devoted himself to his pro-
feaslon and left politica alone

“gkobeleff had In him all the elements
of a greoat statesman, as well as those of
a great general. His political Influence was
becoming positively embarrasaing to the
czar's ministers whén he died Kouro-
patkin has never sought to form a party
in Ruasin—he s quite contéent to be a great
general, and nothing more.”

This judgment was pronounced away back
in 185, It does not hold good today, Gen-
eral Kouropatkin is now the unchallenged
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