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Hhppy New Year to you all
——

Ring out the old, ring in the new.
b —

For Emperor Willlam’s benefit it may
be stated that West Indian coaling sta-
tions are not on the warket

e

At least 1t Is better to hnve the old
yoar die with a holocaust than to have
the new year begin with one.

{Beal.)

Perhaps Japan and Russia do not real-
ize that this Is the scason for swearing
off ou fighting and other bad habjts.

The press eablea tell of a “temporary
lull” in Japan's activity. But Russia
Isn't taking lul’l‘lln‘ for granted just
now.

.

Purls green |z n trifle less healthy
than the Ingredlents of cheap candy,
but not much--so why this fuss about
that Ithaca episode, ¢

At the falr telf years ago Germany
learned of Uncle S8am In the sclence of
rapld transit. Now the pupll is sald to
be cowlng to tench the tutor.

N
Panding adjustment of the diferences
between Rusela and Japan, both the
sublime porte and the apostle senator
from Utah are securing a much needed
rest.

The French interests in the Panamn
eanal ure still willag w0 take our
woney for conveyunce of the proporty to
How good of thowe cleser

T——

Lef the people of Ohlengo insist [that
those good promises now belng made
by architects, electricians and theater
managers are redeemed when the ex-
cltement has subsided.

—

Nebraska Is not the only state which
is being diverted by teachers' conven-
tions. Almost nll the state assoclations
are pulling aff simultancous programs of
entertalnment, instruction and politieal
wire pulling.

]

Here's hopiag that the year 1004 will
bring mankind less of digsaster, crimne
and misery than the year that has gone
before. May It measure up in human
happiness as high as it surely will in
buoman achievewent.

The 1008 figures of immigration into
the United Btates break all previous
records.  But the 1003 population of the
Unlted States 18 also greater than ever
before, so that the percentuge of new-
comers I8 by no means alarming.

—

In an interview Senator Platt em-

phatically states that all the repub-

leaders of New York 'state are
for Roosevell's renowmination—which s
very etabarrassing for those democratic
pipers that proclalmed Platt the leader

they expected him to do differently.

E————et—

If It were not for the overwelghted
representation of the southern states in
the electoral college the democrats
‘would not even dream of the possibility
of a successful campalgn for the presi-
It & only by renson of the
» wolld south wielding twice the nuwmber
: of votes that belong to. them that

. democracy manages to stay on the map

at all
7 . ————
Not since Mount Pelee's terrible death-
dealing cruption has there been carrled
off In one fell swoop such a mass of
Muocent bumanfty as by the latest
frightful Chicago theater oalamity.
When men die In battle, they court
“@eath, When they fall victhus to na-
ture's upbeavals or, unsignaled  acel
dents, 1he). have no chance to avold the
blow, Man's utter helplessness to con-
) lis own destinies can pever be wore

'u,\'m]mlh:.' for those who are hereaved.

— C———

GUR ANBUAL STATISTICAL REVIRW,
The Bee in this lssue presents s an-
nunl statletical review of the publie and
private business for the year just closed,
it s made up of an array of cold yet
Imposing fAgures, which tell thelr own
[ story and will well repay eareful stody
by all interested In the growth and wel-
fare of Omaha. To summarize the show-
Ing here would be largely repetition, ns
the tablen are so made up ax to deal
with aggregutes rather than detalls.

On the whole, Omaha's business bal-
ance l& both gratifying and creditable.
By all the yardsticks used to medsure
industrial activity and municipal ad-
vancement the elty bas made substan-
tinl strides foyward and will surely
stand favorably I comparison with
other cities of similar size, population,
resources and Jocation. The year has
hnd some obstacles to encounter in the
path of progress, and the exbibit of new
bulldings and construction work is not

all that could be wished or was ex-
pected.  The extenslon of our public
street  lmprovements hans  Rlso  been

glower than It ought to have been, owing
to impending complications. The bank
clearings ‘and the postoffice recelpts,
however, reflect healthy conditlons and
expanding business volume.  Another
grent mllrosnd Las been added during
the yoar to complete Omnha’s unsur-
passed transportation facilitles, and n
decldedly better feellng prevalls In every
stratum of the business community.
This spirit of determined loyalty Is In
evidence In the support accorded pro-
Jects of publie or seml-publie chinracter
—Ak-8ar-Ben, the projected grealn mar-
ket, the Auditorium and various other
enterprises,

With this record for 1908, the outlook
for 1004 Is certalnly promising and In-
spiring to all engaged In promoting
Omaha's material foundation at howme
and its prestige abroad. Omaha has a
right to look Into the new year with
courage and confidence,

E——
THE CHICAGO CALAMITY.

There I8 nothing to be said regurding
the terrible ealamity at Chicago that
ling not come to the mind of everyone
who has read the graphie account of
the awful catastrophe. Langunge falls
to adequately describe {ts appalling
character and the lmagination Is {neap-
nhle of concelving the terrors of that
fearful struggle of hundreds of people
to escape from the seething Hames that

swept over them. The story of this
calnmity Is one of the most pathetic
and heartrending ever recorded and

there Is a nolversal feeling of profound

The fire does not appear to have been
due to any carélessuess, It seems that
it must be classed with those misfor-
tunes that baflle human foresight. Bat
n thorough investigation will be made
by the authorities and if it be found
that the ealamity was due to cureless-
ness amd the lnck of proper precautions
those responsible should be beld to the
stelctest accountabllity.
———
AS TO PAYING COLOMBIA,

It I8 understood that one of the re-
auests contulned In the communieation
of the special envoy of Colombla to our
government Is that we shall pay dam-
fges to that conntry for the loss of ter-
ritory, the amount to be fixed through
arbitration. The representative of the
Republie of Panama has stated that his
country Is willing to pay her proportion-
nte share of the forelgn debt of Colom-
bin, which would amount to about £1,-
0000, It 1s intlmoated that from the
ouiset it bas been the view in Washing-
ton that Colombin shouid be pald some
sort of compensation or indemnity and
that this should come out of the wane,
whioh the United Btnines .
Panama for the eannl concesslons,

It is to be Inferred from the statement
of Punama’s representative at Washing-
ton that the question of Indemnity has
been earefully considered, with the re
sult noted, but It Is very doubtful if this
will prove -matisfactory to Colombia.
While it must be admitted that that
country has no valld clalm upon Pa;u-
ama, slnoe none of the debt contracted
by it went to the benefit of that depart-
ment, still In the luterest of peace 1t Is
manlfestly expedient that a more liberal
disposition be shown toward the country
whose Josa of territory is really a very
serlous matter for i, With Panamn
taken away from It Colombin can hope
for no great advancement in the future,
The Isthinus was it great asset, out of
which it could have sohieved, hnd the
opmriunlp been taken advantage of,
wenlth, prosperity and power. In their
blind greed the politiclans of Colombin
rejected the opportunity and they are
now bitterly regretting their folly, The
brilllant promise that wasg held out to
their conntry has gone and the outlook
glvgs no assurance of hdvancement. On
the contrary, it {3 more than probable
that revolutions will arise and that othey
provinces or departments will secede,
until what s now the state of Colombia
will In the not remote fature be broken
into fragments and become the prey of
neighboring republics,

But in consldering what may be falr
and equitable we are not eanlled upon to
think of future possibilities. The Re-
publie of Pannma can well aford to be
liberal with Colowmbid andl as we have
heretofore urged the Umited States gov-
ernment should use its good offices Lo In-
llutﬁ: the new republic to adopt n gen-
¢rous course. The proffer of the sum
named by the representative of Pannma
is not liberal. The new republic should
be willing to pay at least three times
that amount. Our government has
shown n generous disposition in dealing
with it and Panama ouglit ta be willlng
to give Hberally for the preservation of
peace, knowing that in the event of war
the burden would uwecessarily full upHn
the United Btates and that this corfutry
might be required to spend many times
what 1t Is to pay Panama for the ecanal
eoncessions,

It has been snggested that our own
governmeut  should pay sometbing to
mm‘
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There will bé no necessity for this if
Panama, In whose interest and welfare
everything Iz being dons, will act In the
matter with a reasonnble degtee of Wb-
erality.
g ——
THE LEGISLATIVE MiLLS

The legislatures of many states will
bogin thelr pesasions In the coming
weok. Most of them will erganise next
Monday and it will not be many days
thereafter before the people will be
gin to hear of the dolugs of their sup-
posed servants. An enstern contempo-
rury remarks that in late years |t seems
ns If the people had very llttle to say
regnding matters of leglsintion, this
being kindly taken out of their hands
by n coterle of pollticlans who presume
to run the states for thelr Individoal
ends, It Is too true that such Is the
case and has been for many years, but
there Is reason to at least hope that the
future will bring s change and that
the volce of the people will recelve
more attenfion from » thote who are
chosen to represent them in the halls of
legisglation.
The state legisintures are really
nenrer to the people than Is congreas,
a8 they have to do with the domestle
interests and welfare of the individual
commonwenlthy, nmd it goes without
snying that the men elected to them
ghould be thoroughly representative
and respousible, possessing both high
nbility and character. In some of the
states  these requirements are recog-
nized, but it Is unfortunately true that
in &8 number of them men are electsd
to the legislature that are utterly un-
fitted for Jaw makers and are not in-
capable of being corrupted. This lLas
been so repeatedly shown and espe-
clally during the past year as to war-
rint a doubt whether It Is possible to
secure a state legislature entirely free
from bosslsm and corrupting Influences
and which will have In view only the
Interests and welfare of the people
rather than those of the ]mlltlﬂit‘lnﬂ and
the corporations.
The state legislatures soon to con-
vene will have important matters to
consider relating to the interests of the
peaple that have chosen them and if
they shnll address themselves wholly
to these questions, ignoring politieal is-
sues with which properly they have
wothing to do, good results are to be
expected from them, but the probability
I8 that most of them will pursie the
usunl course and give more attention to
polities than to business. A serious
faoult of state legislatures generally s
in enncting laws many of which are
impracticable and ecannot be enforeed.
Although this has been repeatedly
pointed out, It goes on from year to
year angdl doubtless the legislatures of
the pregent yenr wlll be no exception.
Indeed It Is hardly possible that there
will ever be any substantinl reform
In thig respect, since nearly every mem-
ber of a legislature feels that he has
the only remedy for ilis in the body
politic, It Is to be hoped that the state
legislatures of 1004 wlll earefully de-
vole thelr attention to those, things
which are of primary concern to the
people and eschew those matters which
are of a peculinrly political character.
If they will do this there may be leg-
fslation of a practical and useful kind.

The action of the Beatrice school board
in refusing to aceept proffered resigna-
tions of tenchers or to release them
from their contracts when difficuity in
socnring successors threatens to fmpalr
the efficlency of the schools will be
wittched with Interest in and out of
school elreles.  As a rule, school boards
are only too anxlons to accept resigna-
flons In the teaching force, In order to
accommodate the numerous applicants
clnmoring for recognition, and the teach-
er's contract Itself<is generally a Jug-
handled affalr, binding the school dis-
triet to continue the employment sub-
ject to n judgment for unearned salary
In the event of unwarranted dismissal,
while the termination of the contract by
the teacher seldom inflicts any penaity.
What can the Beatriee school board do
if the teachers whose resignations have
been accepled refuse to malotain
their places In the school room? The
mandatory injunction will hardly lie and
a suit for damages would be doubtful of
resulte,. When it comes down to hard-
pan, moral suaslon and the teacher's
sense of duty to the children whose edo-
cation she hns agsumed are the ouly ef-
fective remedles at the command of the
echool boards, and it Is extremely ques-
tlonable whether even these can com-
bat-successfully with alluring prospects
of higher salaries or matrimonial en-
gagements.

e —————ee

No dangor that any litigant in a pri-
vate low sult will haul the president of
the United States into court ns a witness
In any cise. That hns been declded
long ago, otherwise poblic business
would seldom secuge proper attention
owing to the constant interruption of
court subpoenas. The lawyer who pre-
tends he will enforce the attendance of
the president on the wilness stand Is
gither playing to the galleries or too
denscly Ignorant to know what he ls
doing.

An Intt-runtumnl departmment store
that would keep warships, military

stores, amwmunition and equipment for
quick dellvery to nations selsed with
the war fever might prove a paying in-
vestinent for some of our twentieth
cenfury multi-millionalve syndicates,
——

It turns out that the use of Clreult
Prosecutor Folk's name in connection
with the Jacksonlan club biowout was
for advertising purposes only. The gen-
eral public has long suspected that the
orguniention does most of its business
on fictitious capltal

* e

Wiad and Water.

Springfeld Republican.
lovntr-mu plants are included fn the

consclidation of the American Fheet Bieel
and American Tin Plate compsnies, whose

gives ons & fulot idea of the trémendous

S 1 ¢

| Colombia as u.

Lmtmw'mmmu.m This

b Al ! v

size of the United States Biesl corporation,
for the consoMdating companies are only
two of guite a number af wmorilar cone
stituent combinations in the corperation.

Walt mnd Wateh,
Chicagno News,

Omaha school téacheras are marrying off
faster than the board can discover new
ones, What will happen out thers during
Léup yeur?t

Leoking at the Unattninable,
Washington Star
The portrait of George Washingion on the
postage stamp wears the expression of a
man who s still hoping that all employes

of thé Postoffice department will finnlly
atinin his ldeals of vhracity,
Wil the Turka Get Dusy?
Chicngo Record-Herald
If Englamnd. France and Oermany el

mixed up In the Aslatie war the multan will
bardly neglect the opportunity to dispose
of the rest of the Qhristlans that he hap-
pens 1o have avallable for mnssacrelng pur-
pones,

Where is the
Bt. Touls Globe-Democrat,

The western packers Indignantly deny
any knowlodge of a combine to boost the
price of meat. Bome aundacious miscreant
must have started fhis vile rumor with the
mallclous Intent of casting odlum upon our
moat benevolont trust,

Viliain?

Ordern Prompily Fillled,
Chicago Inter Ocean

Ko symipathles or prejudices which we
may entertnin in relation to the combnt-
ants will prevent us, of course, from sup-
plying the nations Involved th the Oriental
dMoulty with such lttle commodities In
our line as they may require.

t‘nur.rrnlng Good Resolutions.
Chicago Chronlcle .

* Rev, Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, preach.
Ing Iast Sunday in New York, ridiculed
and condemned In advance the new resolu-

tions with which some’ people #ill begin
the new year, an the ground that they
would ba broken by January 15. But it 1s

clearly better for a man to leave off his
bad habits for two weeka than not to leave
them off at all. Bealdes, there have been
people whose new year's vows wers kept
to the end of their lves. Lot us have
some good resolutions on Friday.

Fiaying on One String.
Boston Transcript.

That Canadn la henceforth golng to sup-
ply France with more wheat than the
United Btatos, as an eminent British au
thority has lately nsserted, is not perhapu
rnd unmixed evil for us. There are in-
deed grounds for belleving that the guickost
wny to impoverish & “ountry Is to ship ite
fat eoll away In epdlesa car losds In ex-
change for the products of the skill of
other lands; and taat @ nbout what wheat
cultivation and exportatlon amounts to
Nutlons Nke Frines, which export mainly
the creations of thelr wits, have thelr wits
left; but n land tant exporta the chemicals
of fts sodl s preosently left with only an
impoverished earth,

WHAT A REAL LEADER CAN DO.

Calming a Threatening Mob Around
the Council Bluffa Jall,

Chicago Tnter Ocean.

Two respectable women of Counefl

Blufte, Ia., weran brutally assaulted on
Christmuas night. Two negroes were fir-
rested, were |dentified on Monday by the
viotims and were put_ in jall to awalt the
actlon of the grand jury next week. There
was no delay of jogtles and ho prospect of
the escape of the acoused from legal puns
Ishment.
Nevertholess, ' owing to the Intense In-
dignation that the erime naturally aroused,
late Monday night a mob gathered about
the jall. The city police were unanble to
disperse the mob, which had begun to
brenk Into the jufl. The troops had been
summoned and there was every prospéct of
either an unlawful execution or & bloody
confilot,

Then Walter I, Bmith, for elght years
elreult judge and now congressman of the
district, mounted” the court house sleps,
faced the mob and showed what a real
lender of men can do,

First he induced the hushand of ene of
the victlma to go home and let the law
take It coursne, Then he pleaded with the
mob to follow the example set by a man
mont vitally Interested In the proper pun-
ishment of the orime and wurged that
nothing be done to bring disgrace upon
the clty and state,

Congressman Bmith la known as a worker
rather than a talker in publie life. but,
judged by resuits, few men have talked
more effectively than he did in that win-
try midmught hour. Tt wams one man
against an angry thousand and the one
man prevalied.

Council Bluffs, the stale 6f Town and all
right-thinking men throughout the nation
owe & debt of gratitude to the Hon
Walter 1. Bmith Agninet great odds and

dIn the face of the natural Impulse to sum-

which such a eorlme In-
spires In every decent man he upheld suec-
censfully those orderly proceasea of the
law which are the corner atone of civil-
1zation

MAry vengeano

THANKS ARE DUE THE FARMERS,

The Year's Coniribution * te

Wenlth of the Country,

Chicago Tribune.

The farm value of the crops of corn,
whont, rye, oats, hay, barley, potatoes,
flax soad. buckwheat, and tobacco ralsed
this year Is estimated ut 0600000000 by
the bureau of stutisties of the Department
of Agriculture To that great sum may
properly be added about §700,000.000 for the
value of the cotton erop. This s an amas-
ing aggregation of “‘quick mesets,” which
can be turned Into money whenbver It ig
needod. It is a gigantic plle of commodities
whith are needed  abroad as well anp at
home, If Amerioa la still In, debt to Eu-
ropo the means with which to puy the delt
are at hand, thanks to a generous soll
and to unwearied cultivators

The mills and factorles are not so busy
as they were & Yodr ago, The regret
which that occasions Is tempered by -the
reflection that the furmers have been ac-
tive to such excellent purpose. The United
Btaté s fortunate in that It has more than
one string to its bow. It has managed to
secure diversity of industries, It ia not de-
pendent on cgriculture alone, as It was a
century ago. It does not have to rely on
manufactures alone for prosperity. as Groeat
Britain does. It I8 more nearly self-sufficing
than any other country under the sun
When the resources of lta tropleal posses-
slons are fully developed It will be In a
still petter position to dictale commercial
terma to nations which must have some
of its surplus products.

One would like to know about how much
It cost to railse the farm products of this
year. The manufacturer can figure outl his
profits closely. He hus to, so he may know
where he standa. The avernge farmer does
oot lmitate the manufacturer in this re-
spect, or If he does his balance sheet la not
made public. If one emn judge from the
proaperity prevalling In the sgricultural
Alstricts of the west, where the farmers
are depositing In local banks nfore money
than the banks can find employment for
at bome, the sgricultural prodocers have
been riohly repaid for thelr labor and ex-
pendittures In 18 They have done ex-
tremely well for themselves und for the

the

cuunRiry.
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STRANGE NOINGS IN 1904

The blie of A mosguito sent a Chicagh
mnn to the cemetery In a regulation hearsa

A woman in Waorcesier, Mas,, reached
the age of 8 without the ald of whisky
or tobacco, ”

Belleving that two
than one. Bl Cahbage of Carthage,
took unto himself & wife,

A Byvrapues (N, Y.) woman who hfﬁ“ﬂl‘ﬂ
over the age of Ann Detame AR CraRy
the author nr the &bhundrum

The Jacksonlan olub of Omaha tendersd
Ellded halos to those of ita members who
ted the oan on the canine In 15W

A rowident of Princeton, N. 1., Insisted
that he would rather fish with regulation
balt than cut ple In the White _House,

An Omaha woman who persisted In talk-
Ing at her hushand during the short hours
of murning was enjoined by the courts,

A rclentlat of local repute discovered
thut the indusirial satmospherse of South
Omnha was a genuine flesh producer,

A Detrolt man who looted a bank for
LA, 000 served sixteen montha of a fiMean-
yoar sentencs, equnl to & net earning of
}.000 & month

An eastorn court declded that -to eat In
& modern quick luneh restaurant with one's
hut on Ald net Imperdl the dignity of Amaer-
lean institutions.

A Chieagn sohool teacher, male, charged
with the Inability to smile, confounded his
pccusers by taking the Jury around the
eorner and smiling with them.

An eastern woman asked for a divorce
on the ground that the persisient refusal
of her husband te "tulk back” was “the
refinement of cruelty."

A 8t Louls man ohtalned a divorée from
his wife In & 8t Louls court and the first
one o congratulate him on his good for-
tune was the woman from whom he was
divoroed

A bl was Introduced in the Nebraska
leginiature making it unlawful for members
to firt with femoale clerks of committeen
Without first showing thelr annual passes
on the rallroads,

A Chilcago professor announced that the
bathtub was a menace to the health and
happiness of mankind, and warned his
hearers uginst tuking water, even in small
doues,

A Kansas man wan tried on the charge of
uring knockout drops in whisky. The jury
returned a wverdlet of sequittal on the
ground that knockoug drops lmpugned the
¢Meacy of the' fMuld

A milllonajre in Indiana left §$500,000 to
be used In prosecuting to 4 finlsh the In-
ventor of the planola on the constitutional
charge of "ecruel and uoususl punishment”
inflicted on mankind.

A Bt. Louls womnn, fearing her stocking
would not be proof against a court judg-
ment, placed the momey In a mysterious
inside pocket and successfully defled the
minions of the law to do thelr worst,

During tha high wind in Omaha on

heads were betier

Mo,

e

Christmas day & jug rusher dropped his
Jug and dashed after his hat, which thes
wind whisked a blook or two, Returning,

he found the jug unbrokem and comntenta
undiminished,

An Omahn woman, to fulffl a wager, on
Christmas day disposed of a dish of loo
cream in the usual way out on the family
lawn, the wind blowlng forty miles an
hour and the mercury hugging the zero
mark.

A wmmall bugeh of Missourians, whose
conactences were slirred in some mysterl-
ous wny., pald into the city treasury of
Bt. Louls sums aggregating 52,000, a fraction
of tha mlillions for which the clty was
worked.

A distingulghed vendor of varfous kinds
of oll drew a quarterly dividend of 34,450,000,
boosted the price of the article and deliv-
ered an elogquent address on “He that doeth
the poor giveth to the Lord,"” ustrated by
himself,

Muyor Colllns of Boston refused n poer-
mit for a convention of roosters and hens
in Faneull hall, The eradle of Libarty is
now o market house and odors of beef,
bologna, sauer kruut and cheese {8 the limit
for Boston's nostrils.

A Washington soclety woman, while ex-
amining Christmas cards, anked the dealer
why he didn't get some with up-to-date

mottoes—"something catochy or a little
risque, If you lke,"” rhe explaimed. ““These
ars all smale<hackneyed, In fnct' The
card she discarded bore this motto: “Glory

to God In the highest,
good wiil to men.”

and on earth peace,

JOHN L. WEDSTER'S CANDIDACY,

Its Melatlon (o the Nominatlon eof
President Roosevelt.

Lincoln Btar (rep.),

Tha friends of Hon, John L. Webster of
Omaha are taking wspecial steps b his
behalf as an asplrant for the viee presi-
deney, and to order In the most favorable
way the prellminaries for presenting him
to the attention of the republlcan party at
the coming nationn) convention. .

The republican wtate’ convention Inst
summer by formal resolution endorsed Mr,
Waehsater. No other asplrant for the same
office has up to this time been certified
in this manner., In newspaper discussion
many pubilc men have been considered or
mentioned, but Mr. Webster was the first
to have his name propossd in o formal way
and he (& today practically the only one
w0 proposed,

While the second place on the Ucket s
of great importance, It must be clear to
all that so long ns the fNrst place Is the
subject of rumor and dlscussion, the vice
presidency will be pushed pack to & sub-
sldlary place In the publle Interest. The
constant exploltation of newspaper theorie
of possible opposition snd plots agains
Roossave't has tended to enforca this pe-
sult, But the friends of Mr. Webntar can
sssume thiy a® & fact—thit in Nelwrusksa,
as in other western states, whether the
canventions be held early or late, the
dominant point of republican interest will
be to make abxolutely sure of the attityde
bof the delegates as to Preskdent Roose-
velt's nomination. It will certalnly com-
mend Itself to Mr. Webster's friends as
wise to adjust themseives to this fact be-
yond a peradventure,

It Is & famillar fact that for three-
quarters of & century and more the selec-
tion of a vieo presidential candldate has
been almost entirely & matter of practical
expedlency, be disposed of Im confer-
ences largely after the national conven-
tion has mel, and almost invarisbly after
the firgt place onm the ticket hus been In
fact or virtually declded There s no
reason to anticipate that 184 will be an
exception to this rule,

An asplrant will of course demire to be
presented to the party's attention in the
most favorable Ught by hls state or seo-
ton, but it is expedient that Insistence
and manner of pressntation should be
measured with o view to all the conditions,
ong of the chiel of which 15, as already
indicated, that the vice présidency wi'l be
decided In quiet and wserious conferencen
after sweeping the whole politieal horison
from the standpolnt of Chicago on ar sbout
June &1. If any future event Is certain it
is thut the central
will be to stand with the forces .that are

to

It was on that basis that the last Ne.
braska conventlon certifisd Mr. Webster

ticket jnn 19894 M may be assumed that it
I on the same basis that his friends will

the coming convention whick will chooss
| delegates 0 the nativnal couvention.

A Happy New Year

Not only for you today, but for your loved
ones who will live after you,

It can be accomplished by taking out
a policy in the |

Equitable Life Assurance Society

of the United States,

Do It Today |

| . '
H. D. NEELY, Manager,
Merchants National Bank Bullding.
“STRONGEST IN THE WORW"
-
——— Ep———— e ————
LAST YEAR'S LAUGHS, :n extra lurlpinsa you had manners snough
O muy * .
r'nmmy—uh. yer, sir, 1 said “No" saveral
Mrs. Gaddie—Mrs, De Tropp wasn't in- | timos,
vited to Mra. Bwellman's tea at mll, but Father—You daid, oh? . .
she came. When whe entered thé room Tommy—Ye#, sir; Mre, Btou tm&
the stience was posltively painful me If I had uwugh —-Philudnlp
Mr, Gaddie—Naturally llenee Is always

painful among women.- Dear girl, nha's ten l‘ul tall, T guens,
Her walst sl inche rnum‘
A shoe nbotut one and a }

Bupports her on the ground.

Heor winter hat must welgh & ton)
’iar‘ throat, 1 calculate,
Von't measure quite three inches, 'but
ﬂhun Just & fashion

—-Indlrl.d:lnulll Jourpal.
THE NEW YHAR.

~Philndelphin Press,

Tencher—You n--llr o that boy who stands
it tha foot of the clasa? Well, last summer
he was the brighlest boy In the school,
Committeeman—He Is now. I notice the
font of the cluss 8 the nearest the stove!—
Puck.

Dogrerel—The e-llinr wis gnnd enough to
glance over my poem, so T hastened to as-
gure him It was ontirely ariginal.
Friend—And what did ho say?
Doggerel—Heo sald he knew that at onee.
He didn't suppoge 1T had ever seen it In
print anywhere.~Chicago Newn.

Last nijght a stranger came inte lll"

All :!}:-ma«d in white, & crown &ls
His looks were silk

Hia hand wus hid \-an::lmmﬂs.'dl‘:k"g-

“It would bhe fun:\;_if. as the poet sug-

gests, wa could ‘seo ourselves us others

soe un.' .
- ' Wa l'm.d nnl met in all thll warl bdu‘.
Yes, but It wouldn't seem at all funny fin

It weé knew s much about ourselves ns And yat he came with gi & me,

some of our nelghbors know about us.'—

eald,
Detrojt Freo Presa, Then handed me n

With many wrappings
lore.

“He glves her lots of pln money, T under-
stand."

“Yewn, but he's careful to mea that she
doesn't epend It foolishly. He makes her
acéount for every cent of ft."

0, then you might call it
money," eh?'—Chlecago Tribune.

Father—8o0 you took dinner
Btout's house today.

| overspread.
s 4B o
80 busily I labored to u

The threads which m‘l‘l my ‘-'lﬂ lﬂr

rom me,
Thut he was gone, unnoticed
‘safety-pin | This way or th&t 1 wholl !
And when unbound 1 nw
I could but weep, for he :rI
at  Willla o
I hope when It came | January 1, 1904 °

I

Toe My Many Friends in Omaha: A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
Yours Sincerely, F. W, FOSTER.

A LIFE 'ANNUITY

Is the Best Protection for Your Wife or Child. The
Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co. Furuishes It

Read the following from Mr. I. W. Carpenter, of Omaha:
Carpenter Paper Company., Omaha, Neb., December 1803,
F. W. Foster, Specinl Agent, Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co.,
L2 Bee Bullding, City,
Dear Siri—Referring to the “Continuoun Life Annuity Poliey,” which I took |
of you recently, 1 will say: I felt by taking this policy of you, and providing
my wife with a regular income to be pald annually during her fife-time, I
might be rendering her more protection than by any other investment which
had been brought to my attention. Thanking you agaln for calling my '“1"
ton to I, T am yours truly, 1. 'W. CARPENTER.

The best business men recognize this as the best possible protection. YOI
had better write me, or ‘phone me today, and I will send proposition te you.

F. W. FOSTER,

522 Bee Building. Phores: 1817 and F-3208

The Store of the Town

Extends greeting and a Happy New Year to their many
patrons who have helped them to one of the most pros
perous year's business of their half century of making and
selling the finest clothing in the world.

“NO CLOTHING FITS LIKE OURS."

Browning King §-@

R. S. WILCOX, Manager

Store cloged all day New Years,

thought of Nebruwska |

for President Roosevell, without varlabie- |
ness or shadow of turning, and foreclosing |
any possibllity of any sllp In |ts delegation. |

for association with the president on the |

now shape thelr plans with reference to |

From **Hobo'" to “Banker"

Decatur Lasts are original—fitting men's
feet as men’s feet should be fitted.
From Maker 1o You.

IS
F.

$3.50 and $5



