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Among the air castles projected for
100 {8 the new SBouth Omaha city hall
and n new Douglas county court house.

T

The precautionary advice for cbil-
dren and grown people to keep away
from holes In the ice Is agaln season-
i ble,

—-ﬁ‘

Havlog come entirely on hls own hook,
there 18 nothing whatever to prevent
General Reyes taking his departure at
il own pleasure,

The Mad Hulllﬁ Is sald to be taming

down because he has become a Hungry
Mullah. Other anlmals usually become
madder as they grew hungrier.

How an Illinols coal company shounld
g0 into a recelvership at this period of
the year is a puszle for which no an-
swer can be found in the book.

The judges-elect of the district court
will now wrestle with the reasslgnment
of the dockets. If all the divisions had
excluslve equity Jurisdiction the prob-
lem would be much slmplified.

Benator Allen's plea rfor longer judi-
¢lal tenures will be heartlly echoed by
all the sittting judges, provided it Is
coupled with a condition precadent that
they first have the benefit of the length-
vned terms,

Elaborate preparations are being made
Uy the ndmirers of W. J. Bryan for a
Ulg banquet to be tendered him on his
return from Europe. It Is safe to pre-
dict that no seats will be reserved for
nmpestied prodigals.

———

Another prize fight between the big
brulsers is about to be pulled off. It
cannot amount to much, however, as
neither of the principals has been work-
ing his Jaws enough to attract very
widespread attention.

e ——

The Board of Fire and Police Com-
missloners will now have to go through
A touch of the strenuous life to pass on
all the protests and counter protests
lodged agalnst pending applications for
ticenses to sell liguor In Omaha during
the year 1004

General Bates complains that the new
recruits enlisting for military service are
Wt up to the standard ns compared
with former years. The prospect of n
tip to the Philipplnes, with expenses
paid by Uncle Bam, Is not so alluring
to able-bodled men as It used to be,

The loeation of the democratie nu-
tional convention Is still to be fixed, but
no dazzling offers of subsidies have as
yet been fortheoming, Nefther the
prestige of a democratic convention nor
the label of a demoeratic platform I8 an
asset that is readily converted Into cagh.

Ee—

Former Benator Willlam V. Allen
would ke to extend the terms of
clective Judges fifteen years and curtail
the terms of federal judges who now
hold life tenure 10 the same period.
For obvious reasons that plan Is not
likely o go Into operution for several
years.

It fa an il wind that blows nobody
good. Whether Russla and Japun come
to hlews or finally adjust their differ.
ences by diplomacy, or arbliration,
fouth Omaha weat packers will supply
the belligerents with the stulf that
makes muscle for cash or sight drafts
payable in goll

Present Incumbents of offices In the
wiate house have not yei completed the
first year of thelr first tern, or the first
year of thelr second term, and it would
seém a4 trifle oo early for projecting
candidates to the front for nomination
pext summer. Political slates made In
the cold month of December are liable
o

dlssolve Into alr before the hot
Jmonths of July o August

NEARASKA'S KRCUPERATIVE POWER

The marvelous recuperative power of
Nebruskn s strikingly exhibited by a
comparison of Its banking facilitiea and
unk deposite. On Mageh 4, 1800, when
the commercial depression that followed
the crash of 1568 and the drouth years
of 184 and 1805 “bad reached the great-
est extreme, the deposits In Nebraska
stnte  banks aggregated £10,227.587.
Four years later, on March 4, 1000, the
deporits of the stnte banks aggregated
$25,804.000, During the third week of
Docember, 100, the aggregate deposits
in Nebragka state banks amounted to a
fraction over $37,000.000,

The deposits in the national banks of
Omahba and South Omaha In 1808 wern
a fraction under 15,000,000, The de-
posits In the Omaha and Bouth Omnaha
lunks on November 17, 1003, aggregnted
£30.840.626.90., The nggregate deposits
in nll the Nebrnska banks, Including
Omnhn and Bouth Omaha, In 1806, were
In round figures £25000,000. The total
bank deposite in December, 1903, ex-
ceaded $120,000,000,

When it I= borne In mind that thou.
sands of mortgages ageregating mil-
lione of dollars have been lifted from
Nebraska farms and homes sinee 1804
this stupendous Increase In the tangible
wonlth of the state within a period of
losa than elght years would seem almost
incredible,. When it s further borne in
mind that the bulk of this wealth has
been drawn from the products of Ne-
braska's soll, after paying more than
£400,000.000 to the rallroads for trans-
porting them to the world's markets,
Nebraskn ean point with pride to an
nehlevement unsurpassed in the annals
of Ameriean progress and justly lay
¢lalm to more than its share of the pros-
perity which the whole country has
been recently enjoying.
——
GRUWTH OF TRADE WITH CANADA,
The advocates of reciprocity with Can-
ada may find sowe encouragement in
the figures of trade with our northern
nelghbor recently gilven out by the
Bureau of BStatistics at Washington.
These show that in splte of tariff bar-
viers and the preference given for the
last five yeurs by the British colony to
the mother country, American trunde with
the Dominion has been steadily growing,
having more than doubled in value dur
ing the last ten years. For the present
year our exports to Cananda will amount
to $130,000,000 and our imports from
that country to §556,000,000, leaving a
balance In favor of the Unlted States
of 75,000,000,
Referring to the statistios the Boston
Transcript remarks that it must be re-
membered that the perlod covered by
them has been one of unusually strained
relations between the two countries, so
fur as mutually unfriendly legislation
ecould affect the tension. *“If so much
hias been accomplished,” says that paper,
“In spite of a system of friction, dual
in Its operations, what gratifying results
might have been attalned had the frie-
tion been removed and our transactions
been on & basis of mutual satisfaction
and comparative freedom. * * * We
are now trading becnuse we have to.
Conld we put our business Intercourse
on o basis of reciprocal Justice we
should trade because we wanted to and
with mutual and greatly increased
profit.”
It i¥ by no means to be assumed #s
certain that If a reciproeity arrangement
had been In oporatlon we should have
exported more to the Dominion than we
have done. It Is absolutely certaln, on
the other hand, that we should have
tnken conslderable more of the natural
products of Canada than have been Im-
ported, which would have come into
competition with our own natural prod-
ucts, as many belleve to the disad-
vantage of Ameriean producers., It may
be admitted that it would be beneficial
to both countries to have business inter-
course on a basls of reclprocal fustice,
but Canada has not as yet proposed
such a basls and judging from some
recent utternnces of her leading men
Is not lkely to whenever Canada Is pre-
pared to conslder the question of reci-
procity on a falr and “equitable basis,
Instead of seecking an arrangement
which, llke that of 1854, would be one-
slded In Its operation, it 18 not to be
doubted that she will recelve attention.
Otherwise her efforts 1o secure reel-
procity are pretty sure to prove unavall-
ing.

——
THE BASTERN W AR CLOUD,

Conditlons In the far east have
ngaln taken on a more warllke aspect
and while It I8 not to be assumed that
hostilities between Russla and Japan are
inevitnble, there Is very strong prob-
abllity of It. 1t seems evident that a
definite issue, one way or the other,
cannot be postponed much longer, for
although each natlon hus avolded any-
thing In the patare of an absolute ultl-
mntum and both profess an enrnest de-
sire for the preservation of peace, the
preparutions steadily going on indicate a
belief that wor is wore than a possi-
blilty, Much will depend apon the ehar-
acter of Russla's reply to Japan's last
uote, which ought to be soon fortheom-
®ug.  If it should not he satisfactory to
the Japanese government! and should Ap-
pear 1o be Intended, as It 18 not unlikely
will be the ease, to enablo Russia to gain
more the for preparation and perbaps
nlso to perfect the diplomatie Intrigues
of which she is suspected, it Is by no
menns lprobable that Japan will take
sowe definite action, possibly fn the form
of an ultimatam,

There I8 reluctance on both sides to be-
®in hostllitles, because of certain distinet
diplomatie disadvantages that might
urise In the path of the aggressor. There
Is & treaty of alllance between CGreat
Britain and Japan which fa understood
to stipulate ald and support in case
elther party were attacked. [t s polnted
ont that Japan would hesltate to take
the aggressive, because by such Act it
would forfeit the clalm to the aid of its
ally. Russla would besliate through dis
like to give Japan the diplomatic ad-
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Whether or not any of | racy, like Dr. George L.

tack upon her.
the European powers, particularly Eng-
land and France, are mnking msny ef-
forta to avert war (s not positively
known, but undouedly the govern-
ments of those countries are deeply In-
terested In the sltuantion and keeping
eareful wateh of the course of events

In the event of war the position of the
United States would of course be that of
absolute peutrality, mt American sym-
pathy Is unquestionably with Japan, be-
canse the contention of that natlon Is in
the Interest of the elvillzed and com-
mercial world, The efforts of Japan are
directed to maintaining that pelley In the
far east for which the United Stntes and
other natlons have contended and which
there l& good rearon to belleve would be
endangered by the extension of Russian
power there. Commercially conslilered,
n Russo-Japanese war would doubtless
create an Increnged demand ror our food-
staffe, but such a conflict could not but
be deplorad, whatever the material ad.
vantnges that any country might derive
from it. Untl Ruossin maokes reply to
the last note from Japan the news from
the far east is not likely to be particu-
Iarly Interesting, but In the meantime
there will be a general feeling of anxlety
and solleltude.

—
AN OLD QUESTION REVIVED.

The commitiee on territories of the
senate has under consideration a bill
for the protection of fur-bearing seals
in Alaskan waters., The measure pro-
vides for a review of the situation con-
cerning the senls by representatives of
the United States and Great Britain,
with a view to prescribing regulations
for the protection of those animals and
If no agreement ecan be reached It
authorizes the pecretary of the treasury
to kill all but a limited number of the
male and female seals on the Pribilof
group of islands. The revival of this
matter, which has been a source of Irri-
tation nnd controversy for years, onght
to lead to some definlte result, Some
years ago an arrangement was made
with the British government looking to
senl protection, but the result has not
been satisfactory, for the reason that
the British did not carry out their part
of the agreement, and it 18 safe to say
that no future arrmngement will prove
sntisfactory.

What s desired I& to put a stop to
pelagic senling, in which there is indls-
eriminate slnughter of the animals, the
ultimate result of which must neces-
sarily be thelr extinetion. As Canadlans
are chiefly responsible for this the Brit-
tsh govervingnt is not disposed to inter-
fere with them. Perhaps it is well to
have the situation agnain investigated,
though this has been done a number of
times, and that another effort be made
to get an ngreement for the protection
of the seals, but experience does not
warrant confidence that sueh an agree-
ment would prove effective. The alter-
native of killing all but n limited num-
ber of seals will doubtiess be regarded
by many as far too drastic

——
TAKING A NEW TACK,

When the ordinance granting the privi-
lege of planting signboards, In the
streets and alleys of Omaha to an en-
terprising set of promoters was laid to
sleep by the councll some weeks ago It
was thought that the scheme had re-
celved its quietus. It appears, however,
that the schemers who have exhibited
such paternal Interest In strungers who
might lose their way in the streets of
Omaha were actunted by prudentinl rea-
gons In refraining from pushing the slgn-
bhoard ordinance through the council and
up ngninst the mayor.

Now that publle attention has been
distracted In other directions another
effort is belng made to revive the sign-
board scheme, not by an ordinance, but
by resolution. This change of tactics
Is presumably deslgned to avoid a
mayor's veto and a possible shortage of
votes In the councll to pass the ordi-
nance over the mayor's head should he
refuse to sunction it. We feel sure, how-
ever, that public sentiment has under-
gone no change with regurd to the sign-
board nuisance any more than it his on
the billboard nulsance.

The people of Omaha are anxlous to
have the city beautified, not disfigured.
They would rather forego the conven-
fence that may be derived from stroet
corner signboards than be confronted by
street corner advertisements, At any
rate, the council would not be warranted
in attempting to do by Indirection what
It would not feel justified by publie
sentiment in doing In the open.

Senator Platt of New York declares
that the Emplre state will send o Roose-
velt delegation toe the nutlonnl repub-
Hean conventlon, Governor Odell Is an
outspoken champlon of Roosevell und all
the big political leaders who are active
in New York politics are also on record
for him, ‘The chunces nre that all the
talk about opposition developing that
would prevent the president from having
the support of his own state delegation
will vanish into thin alr bafore the dele-
gates come to be chosen.

—

With all the sclentific and educational
socleties In sesslon thls week we ought
to get a pretty good ldea of the progress
made In warlous lines of scientific re
search. ‘That Is the most useful func
tlon these conventlons serve, by telling
what has been done and what I8 yet to
be done, thus preventing duplication of
Inbor and directing thought to untrodden
flelds. They afford a sort of annual In-
wutuir of educational and sclentific
achlevement.

Since the adoption of the Howell am-
nesty resolutions by the Owmaba Jack-
sonlans the harmony in the democrtic
camp Is thicker than New Orleans
molasses In midwinter., “There Is lght
in the window,” exclalms Mr. Motcock,
“gnd while the lamp bolds out to burn
the vilest slnner may return” With
such demonstrations of spontaneous for-
giveness we feel sure that repentant
deseriers from the Bryanite democ-

DECEMBER

Miller, Timo-
thy J. Mahoney, Henry W. Yates, Judge
W. I, McHugh, J. M. Woolworth and
John A. MeBhane, will feel highly hon-
ored by belng permitted to occupy the
sents reserved at the Jacksonian ban-
queting board for reinstated prodigals

e ————

The MHoedoo Cometh,
Chicago News
Geot what enjoyment you oan out of the
hoildays before mome gloomy person rises
to point out the ominous clreumstance
that tha first day of the paw year falls
on Friday.

Halos for the Prodignls,

8t louls (Hohe Demoorat,
Nebraskn democrats have decided that
It was not treason to vote agiainst Colonel
Bryan In 186 and 180, In another year
the anti-Brynnites will bs wearing badges
of honor,

Wreckage an an Argument,

Washinglon Pont
The rmllroad companles are presanting
forcible arguments in support of the sm-
ployes' contention that all passenger ocars
should be constructed as strongly as Pull-
man aslespers,

Toning Up the System,

Chicago Tribune.

Tha United States senate, according to
the expenses socoupt, used .00 guinine
pills last year. Probably the senators fur-
nishod the other ingredient in the pre-
soription themselveas.

Strong Emoungh to Owe It

Washington Post,

They have It figured out now that Charley
HBohwab owes the shipbullding trust §18.000,-
000, His physician reports that he has so
far recovered his health that he feels per-
fectly able to keep owing It

Takes Money to Fight,
*Boston Transcript.

Fortunately It costs money to be looking
for trouble, else Japan and Russin would
have been at each other's throats long ago.
Desirable ns It 18 that disturbers of the
pence shall be nrrested and tried at The
Hagus for disorderly conduct, it is still
more desirable that would-be Adisturbers
shall be mulcted In advance on the bourses

Seeretary Root's Campalgn Manager,

Phlladelphin Record (dem.).

Democrats may well regard with ap-
prehension the efforts to Induce Becre-
tary Root to take charge of the Roome-
velt campaign next year. Mr. Root |Is
a man of great foroe and resource, There
Is probebly not his superlor in the game
of politles In the country. He has &
brain power that would make his general-
ship momething hard to contest against.

Secking the Sinews of War,
Bpringfeld Republican.

In the event of wiar Japan will expect
London to take Its lonns, whille Russin will
rely upon Paris, Buch Is the expectation
in the Onancial world, But monetary Lon-
don is in & poor position to help anybody
Just now, and Parls has so much money
employed there that the floating of & Rus-
slan loan In France must result in a gold
movement from London across the channel,
Thus In case of o Russian-Japanese scram-
ble for war funds, Wall street, which has
been drawing heavily on the Briush gold
supply, may be forced aslde.

JUSTIOE FOR AMERICANS,
" -——

Harsh Treatment of Hallway Em-
ployes in Mexico Helaxed,
Kansas City Btar,

As a result of repeated protests against
the arrest and confinement without trial of
many American rallway employes in Meox-
Ieo, better conditions now prevall In that
country. This subject has been much agl-
tated for the past two years. The abuses
almed at were numerous and grievous. Lit-
tle diserimination had been made In the
arrest of traln crews following rallroad ac-
cldents, reggrdless of the culpability of the
cerews themsslves. In many instances the
prisoners were confined in unsanitary jalls
for as long as two years without trial. As
muny of the trains in Mexiro are opernted
by American crews this state of affalrs fur-
nished a legitimate basls of protest from
the Btate department nt Washington., Sec-
retary Hay has not only secured a better
practice In these cases of alleged eriminal
negligence and has grestly reduced the
number of pending actions, but because of
his efforts the Mexican Department of Jus-
tice has Issued a clreoular letter to the
minor courte advislng againts arrest ex-
cept on reasonable evidence and In favor of
release on bond whenever possible and the

cvarllest possible hearings in all cases,

It has always seemed that only a strong
representation of this gase to the Mexiean
governmoent was necessary to remedy the
evil. The relations between the United
HBtetes and the nelghboring republle are
such that thears should be no obstacles In
the way of a reasonable demand made by
one on the other, It will be necessary, of
course, for the United States representa-
tives In Mexloo to keep alert for future in-
fractions of the common laws of justioe In
these cames, for most of the abuses have
Inin at the doors of judges In remote dis-
tricts, mome of whond have been governed
by wvenal motives and will need watching
for a time.

CUT OFF THE LAND GRABBERS,

Remedinl Leginlntion Hlorked by the
Congreanional Lobby,
New York Mall and Express.

There I In Washington, and particularly
before congress, & sad amount of pulling
and bauling on all questiona connected with
the,public lands. Officlal “graft” In this
fleld Is o trifling matter compared with the
effortsa of mamberm of congress to block
legislation which might unfaverably affect
the Interesta of some of thelr Influential
constituenis. As & rule eastern senators
and members have known very little about
the questions affected and the Interesis in-
volved In matters connected with the land
laws, and have heen pretty nearly blind to
some of the schemes which have been
worked under their eyes. As a reault of
thin Indifference It is now well known that
hundreds of thousands of acres of land,
which should have gone to actusl settlers
who would have occupled and worked them
pormanently and In good faith, have been
diverted to the estates of monopollists,

This fact being the case It Is o mutter of
satisfaction that a western man who s a
sincere opponent of all this land grabbing
has been made chalrman of the frrigation
committee of the senate. We refer to Ben-
ator Bard of Callfornin, All the land grab.
bers are now at work to prevent the ropeal
of the desert land act, the timber and stone
act and the commutation clsuse of the
homestead act, or else to iransfer the worst
phases of thelr peculating operations
to the trrigation legislation, which In llkely
to be adopted. 1t In & matter of satisfac-
tion that Benator Bard Is now In a position
where he can exercise A small and partial
vato atl least on these projects

Any opposition which develops In elther
house to the repeal of the existing leginla-
tion Just referred to may safely be atted-
buted to the influence of the Hye stock
companies and the land-acquiring syndi-
cates Benators and representatives from
the sast must be fully aware of the fast by
this time and should make up thelr minds
that thay have let thess Influences have
froe relgn In congress long enough. 1t will
ba dangerous to oppose the interest and
right of the whole psople in what remains
of the publio do. sin.
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ARMY GOSSIP IN WASHINGTON.

Note and Comment Gleaned from the
Army and Navy Register,

It Jooks as if the senate would confirm
the nomination of General Leonard Wand
to be a brigandier gonernl; st least, that Is
the reccmmendation to be made from the
military committee on Januwry 4 When
publioity attaches to the testimony. glven
behind closed doors in this case, It will he
found that Its character s guite different
from that described In the press necounis
of the secret seasions, and this will explain
why the commities entertaine no doubt on
the subjsct. The lterary disclosures of
the week In the Wood case appenr elye-
where and show, Ih one cane, the splendid
fight Mr. Root haa been making for Gen-
ernl Wood and, in the other, that that
officer long ngo and promptly asked for
departmental action on the charges made
in the New York Bun and originating, Gen-
ernl  Wood Indicates, with Lieutenont
Runefe. That nothing was done shows the
Indifference of the authorities at Wash-
Ington In the matler and how lightly they
regarded the critleisma, The statuts of
mitations would Interfere with the work of
a court-martial in this cass, but it would
not opernte to the disadvaniage of a court
of Inquiry, which may be brought on re-
quest of an officer or wWithout such desire
by order of the president. Whatever has
been sald by Lisutenant Runcls In the com-
mittee sesmions ia “privileged' In a legal
mense and relleves him of any prosecution
for criticlam of a brother ofMoer.

There are soms thinge about the Wood
onme that disturb that oMeer's friends, and
it s no wonder. They say he left here
with no warning of all the trouble which
haa since developed ngainst his oauss; that
his departure for the Phillppines was i
algnal for the first shot; that he knew only
Imporfectly of whit had been brought
agalnst him, and this when he had resched
Cadro; that he had no chanée to defend
himself save through his friends hore.
The whole proceeding In regnrded as o
cowardly attack, With these elements In
the situation the fortunes of General Wood
have appealed strongly to the prestident and
Mr. Root, nlong with other frionds of the
ofMieer, and they do not propose to see
him done up.

But what of Runcle?
disturber of administrative equanimity?
There Is much suld und written of Gen-
eral Wood's culpabllity In this sand that
wiy, but how about the faithful friend of
the good old Havana palace diys. He poomn
to have emerged from all this rumpus with-
out u scrateh, so far. He has testifled to
collusion ,with Wood as aguinst General
Brooke, and announces that he lent himself
to some sort of u scheme which he belleves
discreditable to s former friend. i
thers I8 anything wrong with Wood It
eomen pretty near geotting Runcle Into the
same muddle, It s a pity we cannot have
& court-martial, or at least n court of in-
quiry, to get at the bottom of the thing
and find out who Is whao, Porhaps General
Wood Is all that his enembes say he |5
which I8 hardly possible of any man out
of Jall—but In any event let's have an ond
to this trumpeting of Runcle as a hero.
He hasn't done anything to brag about, no
matter how one looks on the whole de-
plorable Incldent.

Retlrements under operation of law
among army officers will ocour during the
year 1004 as follows:

Lieutsnant General 8. B, M. Young, Jan-
uury 9,

Lieutenant Colonel Charles J. Allen, corps
of englneers, Junuary 81,

Major Willum W. Giibert, pay depart-
ment, March 2

Colonel Timothy K. Wiloox, medieal de-
partment, April I8

Brigadier General J. P. SBanger, Mny 4.

Brigudier General Willlam A. Kobhe,
May 10,

Colonel Alfred Mordecal, ordnnnee depart-
ment, June 30,

Brigndier Genernl Peter C, Huins, July 6,

Brigudier General A, . Bates, paymuster
goneral, July 15,

Lieutenant Colonel H, B, Kilbourne, med-
lenl department, August 14,

Major Jerome A, Watrous,
ment, Feptember 6.

Lioutenant Colonel Peter Leary, jr., ur-
tillery corps, September 15,

Colonel John R. McOinness, ordnance de-
partment, Beptember 17

Colonel Harry L. Haskell, Third infantry,
Beptember M.

Lieutenant Colone! Eambel 1. Woodward,
Beventh cavalry, October 28

Colonel Jacob Kiline, Twenty-first
fantry, November b

Colonel John J. O'Connell, Thirtleth In-
fantry, December 18.

How fares that

pay depart-

The campalgn of the captalns is on, No
lesa than forty officers of this grade and
that of major In the army have filed appli-
cation for appointment an brigadier genceral
in the army In anticipation of the vacancy
which will ocour In a few weeka on the
retirement of Liesutenant General Young.
Becretary Root does not look with favor
upon such appHeations and ts sald to have
expressed himself to one of thg candidates
as regretting an Incident whicll would cer-
tainly operate against his standing with the
administration. This slgn of Qlsspproval
In & healthy one. It comes somewhnt he-
latediy, but Is po less refreshing on that
account. While about five of the captnins
and majors might properly regurd them-
selves an entitied to some sort of rewnrd
for services renderad, It does not In any
case amount to such faver as to jump from
an army captaincy to a brigadier generaley

The firat number of the new quarterly
to be published by the milltary informstion
division of the War department will ap-
pear about Japuary 20. Captaln Charles
T. Menocher of the artlllery corpes is In
churge of this work., In this eonnection it
i interesting to know that the German
government has decided to lssue a quar-
terly publication from Its Information bu-
reau.

Wherefore Lot Us Rejolee.
Philndelphia Record

0! having advanced—or been advanced—
in price very much lately, Mr Rockefsllar
finds himself able to give & Hitle less than
12000000 to the University of Chicago for
& Christmas present. The people who con-
sumne kerosene have an equitable right to
demand that thelr names bhe carved upon
the walls of the university as its henefac-
tora: but, of course, thers would not be
room for them, ‘Nevertheless there ought
to be some monumental rocord on the in.
stitution of the fact that Mr. Rockefeller
is merely the agent employed in squeesing
money out of the public for the endowment
@f the Chicago establishment.

Regenerator of Menteo,

New York Tribune

What greater Mexjcan than Porfirlo Dias
was ever known before or sinee the era
of Cortes and the Spanish congquest? He
brodght order out of confusion, and has
been so far sighted, strong souled, force-
ful and wise a president of the republio
below the Rio Grande that his succeasive
administrations have steadlly enhanced
ihe weifare of the states whose destinles
he has gulded. The revenues of Mexlco
for Ita latest fiscal year were more than
7,000,000 in excess of it expenditures. And
yet that country, within comparatively re-
, Appeared to be hopelpssly

STEPFS IN RAILROAD CONTROL.

Necesnity for Hffective and Compre«
hensive Pablle Superviaion,
Springfield (Mass ) Republican

It I8 conoeded by the infersints commerce
commiasion, in s annual report now pub-
lHahadd, that the Elkine wmendment to the

Inw In likely to prove very efective for the

end In view—namely, compelling the rall

roads to adhera to thelr published rates
and tariffs without discrimination or varia.

tton, The law s sti)l to be subjecied o

an  adequate test. Rallroads have been

having all the business they can inkes eare
of and acecordingly the forea of competition
Is Hittle felt and ratea are better main.
talned at present than they have sver been
before, The test will come when competl-
tive trafMe falls off and sharp contest en-
suss for a volume of business not large
enough to go around. Buat It s belleved
that the amendment of the last congress
seaslon will greatly strengthen the arm of
the government under such conditions In
enforcing the egquality-of-treatment provis-
long of the statute,

Ba far, then, vory good
tinuen to remain

Nut the law com-
wenk In another impor-
tant partieulsr, It 18 made more effective
against diseriminating practices; but the
commisslon romalns practically powerless
under the law to prevent extortionate prac-
tlees. The roads must ndhere more closely
to published and equal rates; but they are
ns free as they ever have been 1o make the
published rates unreasonable and unjust,
And to protect the public from unreason-
ably high rales wan one of tha primary
purposss of the statute of 1887,

What Is now needed Is power for the
commiseion, not merely to adjudge n mte
unreasonably high., but to compel the of-
fending raliroad to make the reduction
which the governmant of the Unlted Blates
through the commisslon considers to be
reasonably demanded Is this Intolers-
ble degree of power to place in the hands
of the commisslon? The ralirounds will all
gay mo, and will resist to the utmost any
strengthening of the law and commission
in this particular. But thelr position is un-
tennble. It amounta to a denlal of the
right or propriety of government Lo regu-
Inte thelr charges. They pretend to object
simply to giving nny such power to the
commission. In reality the objection I to
nny asumption and exorcise of this power
by the government; for If s commission,
especinlly chosen and devoting lts whole
timo to the consideration of the question, Is
unfit to exercise the power. what branch
or body of the nationsl authority can be
fitted ?

We must go on with this problem, then,
without giving too much consideration to
rillrond objections. The government han
put ite hand to the plow and Is not now Lo
be turned back. Prevention of overcharges
le about as Important n part of the ae-
copted plan of public reguintion as preven-
tion of Mecriminating chiarges, Tet the
raliroads be recognized by law as monopo-
e anid nllowed to conrolldnte as much as
they please. and then let them ba brought
under effective and comprehenslve publie
control

PRESIDENTIAL OUTLOOK.

Line-Up of the Stntes for the Battle
of 1004,

Laslle's Waoskly.

1t the elections for congress and for
stote offlcers in 1002 and the state slection
In 1903 nfford a relinhle Index of the relative
strength of the parties for 18M—and the
corresponding contests in all cases since
the close of the elvil, war were a trust-
worthy barometer of this sort—the sure
republican and sure democratic statea next
year, with those which are In doubt, the
electoral vole of each belng given, may
be outlined thus, 220 voles belng nedessary
for a choloe:

HBure republican states:
Callfornla ...oveioe 10 New Hampshire..., 4
Colorado ..., New Jersey.........
Connectliout North Dakota.
Idnho ORID . ovrnanugny TR
Hiinols Oregon
Indlana Pennsylvania .
Town Rhode Island.,
Bouth Dakota
"tah
Vermont
Washington
West Virgin
AWisconnein ...
Wyoming

Total..vessrsnnsss
statas:

11| Miesourt

North Carolina,
f]8outh Carolina
Tennesses .

Massnchuselts
Michignn
Minnesotn
Montana
Nebraska

Bure demoeratio
Alnbamn

Arkansas

Florlda

GooTRIL ovecivennnne
Kentuoky
Laulsiann
Missiesippl

Doubtful
Delawnre
Maryland

atntes:
Lok Nevadn 1
New York....... ...

To recapltulate, the republicans seem to
be sure of 1T electoral votes, which is
thirty-threa more than e necemsary o
elest. The probability Is that they will
have every electoral vots, Including Ne-
vada's, the silver izsue belng out of the
way. In the doubtful lint except Mary-
land's eight, which are likely to go to the
demooratle candldate. Thus the repub.
licans will have 317 eloctoral votes, as
compared with 16 for the democrats.

PERSONAL NOTES,

The queen of Holland has just appointed
an Engllshman, Rev. Kiraopp Lake of Lin-
coln college, Oxford, & theological pro-
fessor ot the famous Dutch university of
Layden,

President Roossvelt has sent Miss Sarnh
. Provost, the prineipal of the Cove Neck
school at Ovster Bay, a check sufficlently
Inrge 1o give every pupll 4 handsome
Christmas present.

Bir Gilbert Parker, the author, has
schleved a prominent place in the House
of Commons in & short ime. A good deal
of sthia 18 due to the unusuikl magnetism
of his personaiity, which always attracts
people,

Arthur Chamberlain of Birmingham, Eng-
land, a nephew of Joseph Chamberiain, has
been touring Canada, partly on business
and partly on pleasure. He bears & sirong
resemblance to Jeseph, and looks and talks
like a sharp, shrewd man of business.

The salary of the president of the Amer-
ican PBase BAall league Is §10,000. The Amal-
gamated Association of Paragraphers
ahould see that this meager stipend ls pot
boosted angain, Wa must restriet salary
competitiun to men in the Bechwab clawe.

George Watson of Rochester, N. Y., in a
sult for divoree, alleges that his wife hit
him on the head with *The Life of
Thomas Jelerson,” “To what base uses,
my eountrymen!” Come to think of It, a
cortaln Engllsh monarch regarded T, J. as
a dangerous knocker

Major Willlam H. Garland has Just died
at the Nationa! Holdlers' home at Johnson
City, Tenn. He had shaken hunds with
overy prisident of the United Btates excopt
Washington, He was on the naval esdet
detadl that welpomud Lafayotts on his sec-
ond visit to Americs In 1834,

Bir John See, the premier of New South
Wales, has added a pew phrase to thea po-
litleal voeabulary Urged (o bLring pressure
to hear Jpon the commonwealth govern-
metit in & certaln eause, he replied with a
waorrled and irritated sir that he might
just as well “sneese ngalnat thunder.™

Prof. Frederick Starr of the University
of Chicago, whn has bean engaged by the
8t. louls falr to go to the Orient and
bring back with him for the felr & group
of the pecullar people of porthern Japan
known as the “hairy Alngs.” hopes Lo per-
susde & number of these pleturesque peo-

e ——————————

| THE GUILELESY SCHWAR,

Tale “ihe ¥

of Innocence Rivaling

Simple Annals af the Foor™
Phitladelphla Inguirer,

At Inst Mr. Schwub has had hin say, and
n most Innocent and Injured person hé ap-
pears to bhe, socording to hin own showing
It there wera any wicked men in the Bhip
bullding trust he was not one of them, Mo
has acted all through in a highly enlight.
ened manner and (8 grioved at the accusn-
tions against him by those who were a few
months ago his business aesoclales and per-
sonal friends,

Mr. S8ahwab bhought the Rethlohem works
and offered to turn them over to the Bteel
trust without a dollar's profit, and the
watider is that the offer was not accepted
True, the price seemed extravagant, but at
the time the Bteel trust was not pinchiog
pennles. Bo Beliwab sold the works to the
shipbullding people at about four times the
cost In securities, and worked a lttla joker
by which he couldn't loss. If thers was to
be trouble Bchwab was seocure, ‘Trouble
came and at present the only serens man
In the whole outfit I8 Schwabd, who can get
his works back if there Is & lnwsult, amd
who offers to take them back without.

In the short and simple annuls of thioves
falling out as disclosed In the shiphuilding
Htgation we huve a beautiful example of
how “grand finance” s eartied on. Wa
have no reagon to belleve that the methods
of operation were very different in some of
the by schemes which went through safely
and are now In more or less troubled
waters. The virtonous Schwab emerges from
the controversy exculpnted from all blame
by himsalf-and certainly he ought to know,
Unfortunately for him, the end of the
chapler ia not yet renched.

For nught we know, Mr. Schwab will be
able to maintain hin position In the eves of
the law, but we wish distinetly to call at-
tention to the fact that he s no jonger
being held up to the country Sundny
schoal tenchers and other mornllsts ns a
shining example of what young men may
accomplish by honesty and energy, That
bubble i burst, but, all the same, Schwab
has his milllons and objects to Leing de-
prived of any of them by any means what-
ever.

by

FLASHESN OF FUN,

Her Fathar—Why, no, Hessle; thea clerk
at the toy counter Adn't pass o bad §1 bill
on_youw, hin |8 iu-rtnvll;' goodd,

Tearful Little Girl—How can It be good,
papa? 1t smells Jiks an old plpei=Thila-
delphia Freas,

The Owner—fes here! That trunk nu\'af
did you any harm, Qid 1t?

The Porlor—.\nr harm? Of course not!

The Owner—Well, then don't treat IC s If
it did!'—Brooklyn Life.

“You wsay that Mr. Cumrox's daughters
no longer have the slightest trouble about
getting money from him?' *“No trouble
whatever.” "How do they maniage 11T
“They are having him teach them (o play
bridge whist,"—Washington Btar,

Father—I wonder what's the matter with
Nolly this morning. Bhe aotx like one pos-

weased
Mother—8he probably is. I notleed a
r when she came down

new rnuz on her'
stairs —Oalveston Nows

Mother—Tommy, what's the matter with
your lttle brother?

Tommy—Ho'a erymg because I'm eating
my cike and won't give him any,

Mother—is his own cake fNuinhed?
Tommy—Yes'm, and he cried while I wan
enting that, too,—New Yorker.

Boating himself at his writin tiunhle
Thomus Jeffervon mplmr dnshed off o let-
ter necopting memeership In 8 New York
protective tarlff o <lety.

That's no worse,” he sald, roalln
letter with a wafer and rruo"ﬂlrlc to direot
it, “than it Is for Blll Bryan to ftour
Europe In a plug hat."'—Chlcago Tribune,

the

Miss Beemer—Who s your favorite poet,
Mr. Weaver?

Wenver (who Is addicted to versifying)-—
Really, don't you know, I think it might
appear egotistical for me to answer that
question frankly.—Hoston Transcript

Fret not o'er lost {llusions
Nor grow cynical and sad;

For there was never a cloud
But slver lining had.

What though the doll be sawdust stuffed?
It matters not a hit
Just take the sawdust gladly and
Muoke breskfast food of IL
Whashington Post.

THE RBAREAKING PLOW,

Nixon Waterman In Bucoess,

1 am the plow that turns the sod .
That has lain for n thousand er“

Whaere the pridrie's wind-tossed flowers nod
And the wolf har wild eub rears;

I come, und in my wake, liks rain,
Is scatlered the golden i

1 change the leagues of wely

To frultful gardena and fields
For men and thelr hungry

1 greet the earth in its rosy morn,
f..m first Lo str the soll,

I bring the gl of wheat and ucﬁl
For the crowning of those who ]

1 um L‘l\-‘llllnt%:m'- m:.l and wsign,

Yen, 1 am the mighty n

That writes the s wnrn pledge diving

A promiss o pay with birend nind wine

For tho sweat of honest mon,

1 am the end of thlnrn thit wers,

And the birth of things to be,

My coming makos ths carth to siir
&nu. uw new and strange deores;

Aftor Ite slumbera, deop and long,

1 waken the drowsy sod,

And sow my furrow with lifta of song

To glad the heart of the mighty whrong

Blow feeling the way to God.

Eraan

-

.

A thousund summers the prairie rose
Has glnddened the hermit bee,

A thousand winters the drifting snows
Have whitensd the grassy sed;
Boefors me curls the wavering smoke

Of the Indinn's smoldering fre,

Behind me rise—wan it God who spoke?—
At the toll-enchanted hammoer's stroke,
The town snd the glittering spire.

1 give the soll to the one who does,
or the Joy of him and his,
I rouss the utumtn-rlnr world that was
To the diligent world that Is;
Oh, Beor with vislon that looks away
A thousand long yoars from now,
The marvelous HALIOR YOUr cyes survey
Was born of the purposa that here, today,
Is guiding the breaking plow!

EIGHT REASONS

why Scott's Emulsion is an
ideal food-medicine.

1. Itis partly pre-digested
and therefore passes quickly
into the blood.

2. It im}:oses no tax upon
the stomach or other digest-
ve nrgans.

3. It does not cause
fermentation such as usually
results from ordinary food
when the stomach is weak,

4. Its action is mild and
even, insuring the greatest
nourishment with the least
effort.

5. [Itss quality is always

uniform,
- 6, Itfeedsand strengthens
the bones, blood, nerves and
tissues.

7. Itis one of the greatest
flesh producers known to
medical science,

8. It is palatable and
agrecable to the taste and
easily taken.

We'll send you & sample fres spon request.
BCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Busel, N. ¥,

pul.ou-ohlt.l.?h.




