Spirit of Giving in Public Schools
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T THIS time of the year when the
splrit of glving is abroad, when
Christmns with all its attendant
foys Is uppermost in the minda
of the children, end of the par-

ents as well, In consequence, thoee (o whom

fx entrusted the trulnlng and dirccting of
these young minds are Improving the sen
gon to th: utmost to mpress upon them
the lesson that it Is more blesesed to give
thsn to recelve, and supplementing It with
that other truth that It is nol ao much
what one glvea as the splirit In which he
gives it. And in these days of extravagance
there is more need of this lesson than is
generally realized, and nowhere is It more
evident than in the public schools. In dls-
tricts that embrace familles of widely dif-
ferent circumstances, where the ehlldren of
the rich and the children of the poor min-
gle dally with that freedom and Intimacy
that ls possible on'y to childhood, the

Chrisimas searon g to many fraught with

disappointment, regret and longing even

more Keen than the joy that marks it as
the happlest time of all the year to the

«ebildren of the more fortunate. The boys

and girls nceustomed to Indulgence, knows
ing little of denlal or discipline are apt
to find lttle ottraction In the homely
things that are the share of thelr leas
fortunate playmates, who are In turn
made unhappy and cven envious that the
beautiful toys are not for them, and go
through compari=zon of material things the
ren]l Christmas thought I8 lost, and in its
stoad s substituted a seeld of discontent
and of pride, the fruition of which Is a
wrong standard for bolh,

To overcome this, even In a measure,
nand to lay the foundstion for a better
understanding seems a great undertaking,
and It I8, for back of the children In the
homes and the parents there ls a lesson
to be taught and these are not so euslly
reached, in fact, ean only be reached
through the children. But with infinite
piatlence and the Inoterest that over at-
tends an experiment, the teachers work
out varioug plins each year with more or
less success. In one large school it haws
become the custom for ench child to bring
some IMtle gift.t He is not to lell what he
brings, nor does he declde to whom it
shall be given, He simply marks It for
& boy or for a girl and leaves the rest
with the teacher whoe does the distribut-
ing. If there are not enough for all, the
rest are supplied and when the distribu.
tion is made the Iittle things that have
bean returned to many of the homes In
exchange for those that have gone out
have carried with thém a lesson to many
a mother as well as her child,

But of all the schooler, Frunklin has per-
hips offered the most interesting lesson
this year. Last full It was declded (o
Iintroeduce gome form of constructive work
or manual truining as 0 means of strength-
ening the Interest between the home and
the schoal, and between the purents and
the teachers, To find something that all
might share In common was & difMecult
tusk, but finally the homely old task of
sowing carpet ruge wos declded upon an
a starter. Everybody had rugs and every
child In the school from the primary (o
the elghith grade, bovs asm well as girls,
commenced a ball, The mewing was all
done at home~Lhis to Interest the parenis,
for easy rs [t seemed, the majority had
to be ghown how and then the work wnos
brought to school for Inspection and com-
parison. There was no stipulation as to
the msmount, for the object was 1o cultl
viale o desire for this work with the hands
rather than to compel I, and as & result
there will soon be n sufficient quantity
of rags to make g great moany yards of
earpst. A loom Is ta be put up in the
basement of the school, where the pupils
may all sce the weaving, and whon It
Is finlshod the carpet a3 to be sold, the
proceeds Lo cover the expenge of weaving
and the rest used for the schoot

But the rug sewing was only ke begin-

ning, the means of
proving te the chil-
dren how much might
be made of a little,
and how even the
homely things might
be turned to nociunt,
And, more than that,
there was also the
leswon of employing
the time proftably.
With Chrigtmas ahead
came the thought of
making gift= as well
As sewing vegs, and
soon duinty bits of
work bhegan lo come
in for the teachers'
inspection and for
comparison with the
work of others. The
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mit work In
the kindergarten, sup-
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aslde or forgotten In the press of other
duties and cares, and togéther thoy spent
hours In produeing o materinl resull that,
beautiful though 1t might be, was soo-
ondary to that othor result, the comradery
that had been estublished from thelr work
together, and so the cushion or garment op
whatever the artlele, had -a double value.
The sume was true with boys and many a
father was drawn Into the acqgunintance of
his son through an evening spent together
in the construction of something the boy
had jchosen to mnke, and mo the parenis
both eame In touch with that great part
of thelr chlldren’s life, the schoal, and with
the teachers who, in many cases, they
found had gotten closer than they had
themeelves. And when one thing was fin-
ished another was begun until throughout
the district there wos scarcely m child Lo
be found who was nol muking something
for Christman, As s ever the case, the
things ono makes or nccompiishes for one's
self he apprecisles most, and many chil-
dren cume (o reallrs for the first time in
their lives the valve of effos and lis result,

Filday afternoon before the Jlose of the
term oll of this hone work was brought
to school 1o be exhibited t'iat the ehildren
might'wce what the others had Ve'n doing,
Just outslCe of each door In the hall It was
all arronged on tablow and the parents wera
Invited 10 Inspoct It proved one of the
lurgest guthetings of par nts that has ever
been he'd at the scheo'. Not only the
mothers, bul almost us many fathers were
present Pusiness men who hnd not been
inglde of a school bul'ding for yoars, many
of them never s'n- e thelr children had
been in rchoal, found an hour or two to
gpend there compar ng the efMorts of thelr
Loys and ghils and learn'ng something of
what the present scehoo! mystem reslly ia

And ns a result af it all many children
this year for the frst time In thelr lves
Buve Cheis mus gifts thut wero the wark
of th:ir own hands, and for the first 1ime
niso rea iz d oand apprectaed what they
gave and what they e lved and o derived
n now plusure from M And the humbla
Kifts Bad o0 new value, oo, that placed
them bejyond the teifles and tuyn that are
te be hought, and to parenis and child a
g0 4 part of the gifts this year will have o
nesw meining




