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With 227,500 premlum on its refund.
ing bonds the city t to liguidate
some of the overlap left by last year's

Another pusaling gquestion that
to the vounty board 18 where

probable hostilities with
Germany, so It will not really msatter
whether the public does or does not.

Now that the federal grund jury has

furn the searchlight upon District At-
. torney Bummers and his methods with-

gulcance of attorneys conducting
tion before that tribunal. The court

f | sume views, his opinfon being that Jolnt

30,768 |

sdjourned The Bee is In position to

out subjecting Its editors and reportors

to an Indlctment for an afeged nitempt | ‘We aceept the Platt ameadment,” and
ty lmpede Justice. : then there will be ‘an equality upon
—_————— which they may assert that reciprocal

The Nebraska suprome court has
promulgnted a few new rules for the

NEW EFFURTS FOR STATEHOOD
Not dirconraged hy their fallure af
the Inat session of congress, the repre-

seniatives of the territories ateking
stutehood are preparing to vigorously
push their clnims befere the preseut con-
greas, reinforced by new and, recently
necumulated facts in support of thelr
clalms. It is stated that with the some-
what changed cir¢umstances the state-
hood people are very hopeful of victory
and are providing themselves with all
available ammunition so as to make the
etrongest possible fight when the time
comes for dolng so, which will probably
be very soon after the holidnys

In regand to the proposition to foln
New Mexico and Arlzonn ag one state,
the representatlves of those territories
decinre that they will fight it persist-
ently. Epeaking of the matter, the dele-
gate from Arizona Is gquoted as saylng
that such a course would be contrary to
the history and policy of the country
from the beginning. “From the time
congress made two states of Misslssippl
and Alabama.” he remarked, “down to
the time when it dld the same thing for
the two Dakotas, It has been American
policy to creats two states out of large
territory If possible, instead of putting
two terfltories into one state” Gov-
ernor Otero of New Mexico holds the

statehood’ would be unfalr to both ter
ritories.

Nothing has been disclosed regarding
the feeling In congress on the gquestion
of admitting the territories to etatehood,
but the confidence sald to be felt by
thelr representatives Indicates s more
favorable prospect. Popular sentiment,
at least In the west, Is undoubtedly
strongly for thelr admission and there
seems to be mo good reason why the
necessary legislation should mnot be
passed at the present session,

DEMUCRATS MAY MEST FIRST.
The democratic national committee
will meet In Washington, January 12, to
decide upon the time and place for hold-
ing the national convention of 1004 It
is said that It will be proposed by the
more aggressive men in the committee
that the precedent of allowing the party
in powar to hold its convention firet be
broken and that the democrats take the
offensive, holding thelr convention early
in June,

Every democratic national eonvention
in the last thirty-five years, or from
1868, has been held later than the repub-
lican conventions, so that, as remarked
by the New York Sun, practically the
republicans fix the date of both conven-
tlons, thelr own metually and. the demo-
cratlie convention approximately. It is
thought probable that the democratic
committee will select Chicago, though a
strong effort will be made to induce
it to choose an eastern ecity for
the convention and It would not be sur-
prizing It the selection should fall to
‘New Yerk. The naming of a time and
place for the convention, however, is not
the most Impartant question eonfronting
the democracy. To find & man who ean
unite and bharmonize the party is the
vital matter and at present such a leader
is not in sight. Whether one can be
found within the next slx months Is
prublematicnl,

—
GREAT BRITAIN'S DEMAND,

The notice served on the State de-
partment by the British government
that it expects, under the ao-called fa-
vored nation clause, that sugar from
the Britlsh West Indles sball be ad-
mitted Into the United Btates on equal
terma with the Cuban product, was ex-
pected. It is sald that the sigar pro-
duting countries of Europe will make
a like representation to our government,
When the question of reciprocity with
Oubae @rst came up intimations were re-
celyed from some of the Europehn coun-
tries that they would to be ac-
corded the same consideration that
should be given to Ouba and this was
not lost sight of in the discussion of the
treaty In the senate,

Senator Teller polated out that we
have some forty treatles containing the
favored nation elause, by which we had
solemnly promised to deal with each na-
tion ns we deal with every other, and
be regarded the armpgement with Cuba
as# a deliberate declaration to the world
that we withdraw that promise. Heo
did’ not think that any adequate or sat-
fsfactory resson could be given for
dolog thie. On the other hand, Benutor
Depew argued that the treaty was fully
justified by our peculiar relations with
and obligatipns to Cuba. He called at-
tention to the requirements Imposed
upon Cuba by the Platt amendment,
which Is a part of the coustitution of
that republie, and [uglsted that this
created obligations, both moral and
legal, toward Cuba. “Who can say™
sald the New York senator, “thut we
violate the comtruct for egual treatment
iy Greaties with forelgn governments Iif
we make reciprocal concesslons to that
republie? Let the nations which make
such a clalm come forward and eay,

concessions to the republic of Cuba vio-
Inte the treaties we have with them.”
The large majority for the treaty in
the senate showed that there was little
concern respecting the favored nation
clause and yot it must be admitted that
the question ralsedl ls interesting and

THE

same confidince In the pledges of thia
government as it has hitherto enjoyed?
These and other considemtions make
bighly iInteresting the question ralsed
by the British demand, which undoubt-
edly will be energetically pressed,
e

WORK vF THE ORAND JUAT.
After a session of nearly slx weeks
the federnl grand jury bas completed
its labors und taken final adjournment
From the beginning to the close this
body lme attracted more than local at-
tention and In some respects bas fur-
nlshed more material for the sensational
preas than any other slmilar inquisition
ever held In this state.
The Indictment of Senator Charles H.
Diletrich was an event of national magni-
tade by reason of his position and the
nnture of the charges brought agninst
him. The Indictments of the heads of
several big cattle syndicates for lllegal
fencing of the pablie domain were the
sequence of investigntions instituted by
the Department of the Interlor more
than fifteen months ago, which previous
grand juries had been persuaded to
fgnore. The minor bills, excepting those
growing out of the romors of corrupt
denln In postoffice appointments, were
the usunl grist of bootlegging and other
petty offenses that usually take up the
time of the federal courts while more
serlous law viclafions are being side-
tracked. The actlon of the grand jury
In the Dietrich cnses was doubtless
based upon an ex parte showing ingen-
iously handled by the prosecuting at-
torney, whose only hope of keeping him-
self in office lay In destroying the Influ-
ence of Senator Dietrich and placing the
Department of Justice in a position
whore it could not dismiss him without
creating the lmpression that it was try-
ing to shield a member of the senate
charged with bribery.
The failure of the grand jury to indict
any of the Indian land lease ring that
had for several years systematically
despolled the Winnebago and Omaha
Indians, or the Indinn agency officers
who connived at these gigantic frauds,
can be ascribed "qnly to the hypnotic
power af the prosecuting attorney, who
has notoriously been using his office to
protect these crookeg speculators and
their abettors and allles, in and out of
office. There was enough material be-
fore the grand jury to sustaln the
charges had there Leen any dispoeition
on the part of the attorney to use It
as n foundation for prosecution. The
fact that the entire management of the
agency and the whole land leasing sys-
tem has been recently reorganized by
the Interior department as a result of,
the exposures made by the editor of
The Bee clearly proves that the bad
conditions and lawlessness that pre-
valled on the reservation during the
Mathewson regime hgd become intoler-
able. It Is to be regretted that the
grand jury dld not severely rebuke the
attempt of the prosecuting attorney to
smireh parties who were honestly” en-
deavoring to right these wrongs in the
interest of bétter government,

Last, but not least, it is g lamentable
fact that the proceedings of the grand
Jury were pegularly given out In garbled
form to manufacture public sentiment
that would susinin the course of the
prosecuting attorney ms a means of
counteracting the bad repute into which
he has fallen through his intimate re-
lations with Bartley, the great embes-
gler, and his active part In procuring
the Bartley pardon. These leaks from
the grand jury room, whose Inmates
were sworn to secrecy, reflected serl-
ously upfn that body, which should have
vindieated itself before adjournment by
placing the responsibllity where It be-

longed,
S——

According to the statement given to
the press by the chief promoter of the
Fremont'power canal, the John F. Kelly
Company of New York has been awarded
a contract for the coonstruction and
equipment of the canal, with suthority
to dispose of one-half of the Issue of
bonds for the canal enterprise. We are
told, furthermore, that the profect con-
templates the Issuance of bonds to the
extent of the full eapitalization, or
something over §3.2560,000, Right here
is the rub, The original estimate of the
cost of constructing and equipping the
Fremont canal was £2500,000. If the
eompany proposes to exceed that ninount
by ‘three-quarters of a million In the
shape of bonds, the only inference to be
drawn is that the construction company
is 10 have a margin of $750,000 for
pegotinting 50 per cent of the bonds
and gssuming the risk of the undertak-
Ing. Possibly the excessive bond issue
would represent the 30 per cent discount
at which the bonds are to be sold ns an
inducement to buyers. In any case,
however, the proposed lssue of several
handred thousand dollars of stock justl-
fles the fear that the promoters of the
enterprise will be seriously hampered In
furnishing cheaper power by over-

capltallzation.
———

The county ecommissioners are much
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destroyed by the floods. An outsider
has the privilege of believing, however,
that if the property of the bank were
st alake through peculations of some of
its employes the books wotllld Be un-
enrthed somewhere and afford sufficlent
data ‘to show how much was stolen.
This Is plainly another case depending
on whose ox is gored.
M

According to agreement, the report on
the nominastion of General Wood will
be maode up on the reconvening of the
senae after the holidays, when the fight
will be trapsferred from the commitiee
roochn /{0 the floor. 1f the nomination
were only gubject to discussion in open
sesslon we might expect a protracted
debate with spectacular appeals to the
gallery, but inasmuch as it will come ap
behind closed doors and the public will
get only what percolates through the
cracks, there 18 reason to hope that the
controversy will then be settied one
way or the other without much further
delay.

R

One thing the federal.grand jury did
not appear anxious to Investigate and
that is the fairly established charge
that the Unit=d States district attorney
had procured raliroad passes for the
members of the grand jury that was In
session In Omaha twelve months ago
when'they adjourned for a Christmas
vacation to return after Christmas to
do nothing and were allowed to draw
their pay for milenge with the con-
nivance of this same distriet attorney.
It was too tendor a4 spot to investigate,

American exports to British South
Afriem are Increasing year by year, but
there Is still room for considerable ex-
pansion without crowding the Britons
out. At the same time it would not be
& bad idea for us to see that we get
what belongs to us in the way of trade

British and the Germans in too far.
-

The appropriation for an exhibit of
French labor socleties at St. Louls
passed the French senate with only one
vote recorded against . After the lb-
eral participation of the United States in
the successive French expositions it is
only reasonable that the French gov-
ernment will reciprocate with equal lb-
erality.

The SBanta Fe rallroad will now try to
take the kinks out of its tracks so as
to shorten its line to the const. The
Union Pacific has set the pace for the
improvement of rallroad construction
and all the other transcontinentdl rail-
roads will have to follow sult to keep In
the ronnning.

Pntﬂouu-' with Fee Attached.

Chicago Tribune,

While the number of applications on file
for pensions for survivors of the Epanish
war Is only a little over 800,000, it will not
be the fault of the patriotic pension attor-
neys if the halt milllon mark Is not passed
socn.,

Promoting Trouble,

Bt. Louls Republic.

A man has Inventsd a device for making
a permanent record of telephone conversa-
tlone. If that thing comea into general use
it means mors work for the divorce oourts
:;d many other embarrassing complica-

ne.

Hint te the “August Senate.”
Philadelphia Inquirer,

Tha difference In length between open and
secret seaslons of the senate suggests that,
If the senate would consent to do its talking
in executive session, the business of the

country would be véry considerably ex
dited. .

Ferish the Thought!

Minneapolls Journal, :

Attorney General Knox still persists [n
holding that there Is more or lesa water In
Northern Securities stock, What a skeptl-
cal person he is! Long ago Mr. Hill ex-
plained. that there was no waler in the
stock, :

In There a Second?

Bt Louls Republle.

Nobody among the salary slaves will see-
and the motion of Mr. Carroll D. Wright to
abolish the wage system. If the trusts
handle the business and keep all the books,
the fellow who gives up the wage system
will have Httle left.

Home Comforts on the Rall,

Indianapolls Journal,

A great waestern rallrond system an-
nounces that s new ours are equipped with
all the eonveniences of & modern fat. It
munt not be gathersd from this, however,
that they are flatears; or that there will be
a family above with a plano and a famlily
below with a phonograph.

Too Muach War Talk,

Bpringfield Republican,

Mr., Root's explanation that he d4ld not
predict & war “‘soon” beitwsen sha United
States and some forelgn power, but mersly
in the future at some indeflnite time, re.
Heves hlm of the responsibliity of Indulging
in wild talk. It may be asked, however,
why it is necessary for him to prediot war
at 8ll? He goes lo vurious public dianem
and meetings, and In hls spesches wsrumes
that sooner or later this ocuntry will sursly
g2t Into a great war. Doubitless Mr. Root's
mbtlve 18 to emphasize the necosuity of
praparation for emergencles. Tut to those
posaibly too ldealistic people who hope that
wars will cense without many more mill-
tary cataclysmus, the kind of talk that Mr.
Root induiges in is disagresabile. The
fatalism of his talk about future war is
Injurfous in its effect upon the publie mind,
becuuse the public Is thus educated (o the
false notion that war s a normal and
negessary orisls of society st frequent in-
tervals, and can never be gutgrown.

American Goods Abroad,

Prlladeiphia Record,

The siporis:for November are a trifle
above thoss of October, and are decidedly
In excess of the exporis In any previous
month except October thres  years ago.

vember ¥ have heen excesded bit once, in
the twelve months ended November, 1907
The excess of exports in the last twelve

In the Philippines without letting the |

of food.

and old.

OTHER LANDS THAN OURS.

The diplomatic importance of Great Brit-
alne's move in the direction of Thibet lles
In its significance as n counter check upon
the Russlan policy In Manchuria and™ &
poasible effective diversion calculated to
turn the Muscovitic eyes away from the
prey in the north. The delicate game of
chess which Russian and Britain have been
piaying with Pernia, Afghanistan and the
khanates of southern Turkestan as ihe
board In given a new aspect by this sud.
don mova of tha Britlsh castle. Were Rus-
ma to gain ascendency over Thibet instead
of its antagonist it would have China In
A vise, the two jaws of which would be
Thibet and Manchuria, Moreover It wauld
then stretch fta length along the entire
northeastern boundary of the coveted 1n-
dinn erapire.

That Russia @doex not take this litile side
play by England in all kindness is indlcated
by the tone of the Novoe Vremya of St
Petersburg, which threatens that If the
Thibetans are too weak to stem the tide of
the English over the Himalayns “it s
quite possible for others to do so by cre-
ating a slight diversifon In some d@irection
dissgreeabls to the British politiclans.” The
safety of Indlia Is of course here hinted at
a8 the tender spot in the British flank
With Its hands pretty well fnlled by the
Manchurian bundie it I8 not very probable
that Russia will undertake retaliation for
the present, however injured Its feelings
may be. It looks as If Britain had it on
the hip for the nounce.

a-ve

It Is & little remarkable that Russia
should have set the example to Europe of
organizsing & regular motor car service for
freight and passengers over n conslderables
distance. The cara are to rug on a regular
time table along the Clrcassian coast be-
tween Novorosslak and Bukbum-Kaleh, a
dintanos of about 270 milen. It was an-
nounced some three months ago that Prince
Khilkoff, the Russian minlster of ways of
communioation, had proceeded in a motor
ear down the Clreassian coast between the
two polnts mentioned. From that minis-
terial tour of inapection sprang the idea
of starting a motor car service on a éam-
mercial basis, and a company has now been
formed at 8t Petersburg, with & capltal of
3,600,000 rubles, for putting the project imto
practical operation forthwith, It is doubt-
ful whoeather a rallwny over the same route
would repay the cost of construction and
maintenance, but a motor car sérvice wiil
probably be Iperaiive, if it is organised and
managed upon economical principles which
are not apt to prevall in Russaia. The con-
cesslon {8 for twenty years, with p.wer to
the concessionurires of extending their fieid
of operationk.

. e
The gradual growth of the Importance of
Alglers gs o conling station s encouraging
the French to make special efforts Lo make
& Ereal commerciil harbor of Biserta. The
French consul at Gibraltar reports that
there s & growing tendency among vessols
piying In the Mediterranean to take in coal
Wt Algiers instead of at the Hriush port
Whereas, the quantity of goal furnished at
Jdivraltar shows & steady decline, from 4560,-
0 tons in 180 (o M7,00 last year, the
amount of coal disposed of at Alglers dur-
ing the same poriod increased from 61,000
to S7.000 tons. Regarding the project of a
rallway from the Ousnia mines to Hizerta,
the Chamber of Commerce of tha atier
port has just addresped & communiocation to
M. Combes, contending that the sacrifices
made by France in the protectorate "will
prove frultiess unlesa a rallway be con-
wiructed which will place the port of Bi-
serts in a position to furnish return
freights. Awx Jonig ago As last March a reso-
lution was passed by the Boclele des Btudes
Conollales ot Maritimes, advoesting the
construction of a rallway for the trupsport
of the minerals from Jebel Ouensa to Bi-
sorta. In the opinfon of the rssoclation
such & rallway would attract to that port
the coal boats that now prooeed to Malta,
while the French naval station would in re-
turn recelve tho coal necemsary for the
navy, for commerce and for the metallur-
glo works which it is proposed to found
there. The existence of an bmportant cosl
depot, 1t 1s thought, would create at Bi-
merin & genulnd commercial port, of great
value, for the victualllng of war vesssls,
the supply of lahor and other purposes, Tt
is thought that Cardif boats would hring
oonl at very low rates In retum for full

i
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The Iatest overflow of the Neva Is but
another warning 1o the Inhahitants of 8t
Pelersbury of what may happen to them
In the event of n long series of westarly
ghles in the gulf of Pinland. Thia fleod
M feet 6 inches) is the most sarfous that
has occurred sinoe 17T, when tha Newa
1 feet T Inchos above s ordinary

The sreat inundation of 184 was the

On that oe-
£ Inches above
ted the whole
The Kathe.
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wurplus “waters
joal vatue, as is

There by

Good Health to the
fiowé
| Children.

At this season the children are eating
dainties, and the housekeeper must look
specially to their food.

As good cake can be made only with
(good eggs, so also a cake that is healthful
as well as dainty must be raised with a
pure and perfect baking powder.

Royal Baking Powder is indispensable
in the preparation of the highest quality
It imparts that peculiar light-
ness, sweetness and flavor noticed in the
finest cake, biscuit, doughnuts, crusts, etc.,

and what is more important renders the
food wholesome and agreeable to young

and the Fontankn, but these are not fur-
nished, with overflow basins. All the
islands, which are of alfuvial origin, are
very low. Thelr highest points do not rise
more than 10 feet § inches ubove the aver-
wmge level of the Neva,, and the mainland
Is very Ilitle higher than the isiands, It
Is & common oconurrence for the streets In
purts of the Vasili Ostroff to be flooded
during the winter,
L]

Tha greater the truth the greater the
hel, seems to be the ruale In Germany,
Having disposed of the ouse of Lieutenant
Blise, German papers are turning thelr at-
tention to the case of Dr. Ries, head master
of the gympasium In Oldanburg. Ries, it
seems, wrote a series of ‘artlclea for a local
paper In which he denounced the high play
that was going on in the capital of the
duchy, and particularly denounced the
minister of justice. Tha latter was accused
of gambling in publie places in contraven-
tion of the law, and, more serious, wap
accused of entleing young men and young
ofMcers to the gambling tables. To his
nocount Ries lald several sulcides which
have occurred ately nmong the youth of
the city, Ries was sentenced to six months’
fmprisonment and the publisher to ten. As
In the case of “Life In o Bmall Garrison,”
there s no truth about the various charges
and a formal investigation is Ukely to be
the result.

MATRIMONIAL SIDE OF FPENSIONS,

Surprising Longevity of the Widows
of War Veterans.
New York Timea,

One of the ourious facts In connection
with the pension roll is the variation in
what may be called the matrimonial hablt
of the warriors In the several wars. Thus,
of the Revolutionary war, which closed
1% years ugo, thers are no survivors, but
there are drawing pension two widows
It seems s lttle extraordinary that the
lives of one couple should cover one cen-
tury and s fifth of another, but If the hus-
band was 18 at the close of thi war in
1782, If at 78 he parried a girl of 15— by
no means impossible occurrence—his widow
would ba but 78 now, There are also three
daughters of pensioners on the roll, and
they might be the oftepring of the widdws,
Of the war of 1812 there Ia one survivor.
Bupposing him to have been 18 at the close
uf the war, he would now be 108, and at
least must be & centenarfan. The army
to which he belonged appsars to have been
partioularly prone to morriage, as there
aroe 115 widows on the roll, Of the Mexi-
cun wir thers are 5,964 survivors and 7,940
widows, or 1% the ratlh of four widows
to three survivors. The interval batween
the closs of the earlier und that of the
later war was but thirty-three years, and
it In pretiy safe to conclude that the marry-
ing habit was not so strong after the later
as after the former. -1

When we come down lo the wor for the
unlon, we fnd, of course, that the ratio
of widows is much lower, but it i still
consplovously iarge. Of the army there
are @180 survivors on the pension roll,
and there are 32118 widows, the latter
being & lNitle less than 15 per cent of the
former. Of the navy thers are 20,153 sur-
vivors on the pensfon list and §,213 widows,
or 4 per cent, which would Indieate that
a larger proportion of sallors married, or

—_

that a larger proportion of the married
siliorn have died.

SECURITIES AND INSECURITIES,

Far-Reaching ¥arm Dome by BSale
of Bogus Stock,

New York World,

Did Justica Peter B, Grosscup of the
United States glrowlt court, than whom a
higher authority upon corporate law ocould
hardly be eited, exaggerate tho facts when
he sald to the Chioagoe Merchants ¢lub?

"“In my opinlon the men who have passed
off bogus securities on the publle have
done more harm to American institutions,
to Amerioan spirit, unity, good fesling and
prosperity than If they had deliberatey
spread over this land pestilonce and fever.*

Examples of such “bogus securities” as
Justice Grosscup refere to are fresh in the
publle mind. There Is the $I7,000000 of
water In the 379,000,000 Shiphullding com-
pany which Mr, Morgan and Mr. Bechwab
arranged with Harrls, Gatea & Co. to sell
at $6 and $5 a share, and which Is now
worth nothing; there Is the $500,00),000 or
more of “fiat values™” attempied weth such
disastrous vesulis In the Steel trust; there
are the ghares of the Northemn Securities
company, which sought to add the capital
of two great competung rallroads, making
five out of two plus two, and whose valld-
Ity the supreme ocourt is even now oonsid-
ering; there are Bugar and Copper and
Chewing Gum; loce trust, Asphalt trust
and Candy trust, And the total nominal
cupitalization of the “industrials' alone,
leaving out the wvast rallroad mergers,
equals about 100 for every man, Woman
and ohlld in the Unlted Btates. Truly s
mass of “bogus securities” that may well
Justity Justios Grosscup's emphnsis,

Whether the existenca of the trusts
would still be contrary to public policy and
interest If honestly capitalizsed is a gques-
ti8n upon which men may differ. But_
there oan be no question that the evils of
monopolistic mergers would be greatly les-
sensd (Y Justice Grosscup's suggestion of
government supervision as rigorous as that
of the national banks wers enforced Lo
provent manifest robbery.
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Browning, King & Co.
WILL BE OPEN EVENINGS FROM NOW UNTIL
CHRISTMAS
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And now is the time to do your trading-—and early in

Even with our extra help—we are taxed now to give
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the attention we would like to.
Everything for men and boys.
If in doubt—look at our windows.
(They will show you how.)
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