Books as a Factor in Women’s Club Work

N ORDER to properly welgh the
use of books d» n factor In
Woman's club work, let us con-
wder for a moment what Is
- Woman's club work? What are

we endeavoring to accomplish? What has

already been accompliahed T
It comen to us sa club women, to con-

gider In some time or place nlmost every
subiject Hkely to bring about the betterment
of humanity on patridtic, municipal, phil-
anthropie, educationn), musical and artistie
lines, Our strong desire Is to assist if de-
veloping the bhest that i® in the humanity
about us and to understand the physical
resources that may be mnpde helpful In
the sconomy and growth of our ecommon
country. To do this, even In tha smallest
way, we must make fituing preparation.

Protty nearly everything we know of his-
tory, sclence, poetry and music has come
to us from the past. Fanty how much more
limited would be our knowledge of the
story of Egypt and the Holy Land, or even
of Columbus and his voyage, If we had
only tradition to tell us Indeed, suppose
ws make an honest effort to place our-
selves, for the time being, in & world with-
out books and see just what proportion
of information would be left to us, snd
a8 books have been termed “‘the commerce
of the mind,” pleture the blow that would
bo struck to mental commerce by the wip-
ing out of these troasures.

Weobster defines a book as “A journal
name of every literary composition which
is printed: but, appropristely, n printed
composition bound. The npame Is also
given to any number of written nheels,
when bound or sewed together; and to &
volume of blank paper intended for any
species of writing as for memoranduma.”

We personally prefer Miiton's definition
nE found In hin Areopagitien. When the
quesation Is ralsed with regard to the value
of booka and study In our work, we oan
pearcely find wordn wtrong enough o volee
the opposition that is felt against the
sontiment expresasd by msome few club
women, namely: ‘““We have grown beyond
the periocd of self-culture.” Would it not
seem rather that self-culture should cease
only when heart and brain refuse to per-
form their normal functions?

The use to which this culture may be

applied In belrng helpful o the race or In-
dividual but emphasizes the need for cen-
tinued growth. Bome one has defined oul-
ture as “such an appropriation of knowl-
edge that It becomes a part of oursalves.”
Education and culture being by no means
eo-ordinate terms.

It is only a small reglon of actual things
that we can include within our ewn horl-
kons; a few people and places and only
n limited knowledge of events or the
growth of but few communitles that wa
can know by our own oexperience. Thesé
Nmitations being 1acre of less understood
by our club women, we endenvor to make
the ume of books cne means of broadening
our horizons by goalulng a knowledge of
what has been; what 2, and by Indaction,
what may be. The custom of referring Lo
books for verifeation of facts, for pro-
nunelation and derivation of words, and
for all rorts of knowledge upon Any given
subject, has become so habitual that few,
If nny, realize just how great a factor
hooks have become In earrying on our club
work. Powssibly time was, in the Infancy
of many clubs, when the encyclopedia
played s tou prominent part In the pro-
duction of club papers. However, sven this
had Its falr proportion of value, since, as a
result, the women who years ago reforred
to the encyclopedia only, and who from a
distrust of her own knowledge and judg-
ment gnve to club members an all too close
reproduction of encyclopedic Information,
has grown today to refer to varied sources
of authority and to dare form her own
eatimate, drawing therefrom, In some In-
siances, original conclusions. To demon-
strate that books are used freely by the
club members and form probably the maost
Important factor In keeplng up both inter-
est and growth, we have but to step Into
the varlous departments and listen to
lesson, program and discussion.

Let us go, for instance, inte the class
studying mental philosophy. We hear quo-
tatlons from John Fisk, Hegel and Huxley,
Herbert Bpencer. Parllamentary praoctice,
too, Is something beyond the confines of
practice,
quoted. Mre. Fox's, Reed's, Roberts’, Shat-
tuck's and dthers. One high authority has
atated that we have no more excuse to offer
for attending a club meeting without under-
standing the parllamentary rules that gov-

for we hear various textbooks ’

ern it than we have to attend a card party
without understanding the rules of the
gEnme.

Btraying into the department studying
Bhakespeare we find the members by no
means confining themselves to reading and
discussing the text before them, We hear
opiniona quoted from the Varlorum, Dow-
den, Moulton, Brandes, Ralfe—from all who
have discussed the art of Bhakespeare,
Going from this department to one of gen-
eral literature, wé hear some of the same
puthorities and additional ones, such as
Taine, Gosse and Lang. Golng on to history
we find the source method used, and where
the period studied embraces rellglous edn-
iroversy, we find Lthe suthoiltles agaln In
evidence, and then will embrace the
thought of men writing from the viewpoint
of Protestant and Catholie, the Gentile and
the Jew, for we have learned In the club, if
not elsewhere, that historianse may be
Lloeed by religious as by national preju-
dloep

Pareing from general higtory to the his-
tory of ari—in this field of architecture,
soulpture, palnting, we have not alane the
books of reterence, but the books of {llue-
tration as well. Ferguson, Radcliffe, Rus-
kin, Lubke, Perkins, Simmonns and =0 on ad
Infinitum,

Biraying further into household economica
we hear constantly of the “ten applied
sclences,” certaln fixed principles of which
the majority of members are expected to
study and understand. In the outilnes of
the musfeal department and their meotings
we nre almost universally introduced first
to the composer, and are told of his birth,
heredity, environment and development.
This Is followed by an analysls of the spe-
clnl numbers on the program. for be ft
known scholarly musiclans nsist that no
student can properly execute the music of a
master whom she has not studied. Nay, she
further insista that we cannol thoroughly
approciate the playing if we are not to an
extent In possession of knowledge sumM.
clent to comprehend the "atmosphere” of
the composer,

Let us make final pause at the depart-
ment of political and soclal sclence. We
are told It requires of its suoccessful expon-
ents especially varied lines of research and
If real work be undertaken, it Is In time
clearly demonstrated that nothing comes

amiss In the great work of preparation,
provided It has been thoroughly learned.
In this work perhaps the most freguent
authoritles quoted are, , Ely, Bherwood,
Walker, Glddings, Rils. While we are de-
monstrating the practical side, Jane Add-
ams, the broadly educated, traveled woman
of culture s perhaps the best known, best
loved authority among club women.

Hamilton Mabie has aptly sald of books,
“*The great service they render us—the
greatest service that can be rendered us—
Is the enlargement, enrichment and unfold-
ing of oursélves." While Emerson says
“We owe to them the perception of Immor-
tality. They Impart sympathetic activity
to the moral power. Go with mean peopls
and you think lfe Is mean. Then read
Plutarch and the world Is a proud placs,
peopled wilh men of positive quality, with
heroes and demigods standing around us,
who will not let us sleep.”

To prove that books are a recognized
need of club lHfe, we have but to refer to
the state reports made at the Los Ankeles
Blennial. Many siate federations—fifteen
we belleve—reported having formed travels
ing Nbraries, Tennesseo, for sxample, re-
ported fifty traveling libraries, many of
which were senl into the mountain dis-
tricts, Ohlo reported 300 traveling libraries
which are clrculated from the state lHbrary,
Besldes the many states reporting the for-
mation of Hbraries by club contributions,
Wisconeln, Bouth Dakota, Texas, Oregon,
Washington, Nebraskn, Kentucky, Kansas,
and Delaware sach reported wsucoessful
legislation toward the appropriations for
providing these Nbrarfes at statle expense,
In these librarjes we have tha great books
which put in motion the Intellect of others,
The sucoessful club must be one that uses
these to arouse and keep In motion the
hearts and Intellects of Its members
Knowledge gleanad from books gives us a
frank and samiliar use of experlence In a
pursuit which makes it possible for the
individual life to lear the lessons whish
universal life has leurned and to .plere
out its limited personal experience with
the experiences of humanity.

Boocond only to that religion which will
ever teach us “Thou shalt love thy nelgh-
bor as thyself”' would we place books as &
factor In our work.

EMMA PIERCE COLE,
President Omaha Women's Cluls

Notable Contributions to the General List

LITTLE BROTHER TO THH®
BEAR” by Willam J. Long, is

o new book of entirely new ma-

terfal, It 1a destined with the

suthor's earller books to become

classic. Thislatest bookincludes a number of
aketohen reproduced from the author's own
note books. It containa ohservations cov-

ering a period of some thirty years. Some:
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gives the quotation that “These are the
world's busy days,” and the “Ballads of
the Busy Days" seem to be just the ones
to fit Into the odd moments. They are
upon divera themes and of varied sentl-

ment, but they leave with you a cheerful
thought, and away down In your heart
the feeling that the world I= jogging along
all right. While they are “Ballads of the
Busy Days,” they ecan be well recom-

The December Magazines

HE BOOKLOVER'S MAGAZINE,
Fhiladelphla, signalises the clows
of the first year with a number
that |s an exposition of the mar-
vels of the art of printing In our

@ay. Color printing Is not & new departurs,
though far from being an old one. Boms

articles on

ing Iyries In the author's best veln; 'W. A,
Frasgler, with an Indian tale, the “Net of
Leo;” Albert Bigelow Palne, with & de-
lghtful sketoh founded on the folbles of
the coliector; Harrlet Prescott Spofford,
with & love story of unusual Interest; An-
drew Lang, with & clever travesty on the
usual fairy tale, and Gustav Kobbe, with
an interesting paper describing the life of
Mme. Emma Euames, In her Itallan home,
with her portrait in colors,

—p——s

Everybody's Magasine, New York, pre-
sonis a Christmas spread of intellectual
provemder well befitting Ita name. The
leading article s a wketeh of Bugenos Bur-
nand, noted printer of Bible mcenes, with
numercus {llustrations from his paintings.
A host of clever writers of prose and fiction
oontribute to the menu, which ks so varied
a8 to sult the tasten of old and young.

S —
The opening ohapters of the second part
of lda M. Tarbeil's “"History of SBtandard
Ol" is the leading featurs of MeClure's for
December. A notable portrait of Johm D,
Rockefeller, recently aketched from Mife,

accompanies the article. John La Farge
continues his review of the greatest plo-
tures. Nine phort stories and numerous
fllustrations make up an attractive num-
ber.

Twenly-thres mt-iihuwrl. in addition to
the viewpoints of Wditor Casper Whitney,
make the December Outing exceptionally
attractive, The fable of contents affords
A& great variely of articles on hunting,
fishing, game and anlmal lfe, sports of
all kinds, and outdoor life Iin general
Numerous lllustrations accompany the de-
scriptive matter,

A full-page Dort;g of Hon. Josmeph Q.
Cannon, speaker of the house of repre-
sentatives, with a character sketch by
Otto Carmichael, Washington correspond-
ent, serves as leader in the December
World's Work. “The New Farmer and ths
New Earth," a paper by B, T. Galloway,
chief of the bureau of plant industry,
Department of Agriculture, is an important
discussion of new crops and new methods
of farming. Another notable paper ls
that of Hon, SBereno B. Pratt on the ques-
tion, “Who Owns the United States?"

+

The Christmas number of the Book-
Lover presents a wide range of topios
rulted to the fleld It so ably flile. Book
lore, book making, and the makers of
books, the characteristics, whims and
foibles of iiterary people wre sketched In
prose und verse. Art In hook hinding In
the enrlier years of book making is dis-
oussed by Cyril Davenport, accompanied
by several striking Illustrations, The
typograhpy, puper and press work are
admirable specimiens of the “art preserva-
tive,” wall befliting & magnxine of book
lore,

——r

The Burr Mcintosh Monthly eontinues
steadfast to the policy of dealing exclu-
slvely In ploetures. The December number
has a rvich array of portraits of beautiful
American women, principaily stage cel-
ebrities, a few portralta of men for variety
and a wealth of rural, city and sescoast
scenes reproduced in the highest style of
the printing art, The cover ploture W @
striking reproduction In colors of a sweel-
taced Madonna and child posed Ly Perdita
West. Beveral portraits in colors grace the
teoming pages of this bhandsome picture

mended for any and for all days.
lizned by Forbes & Co,

Pube-
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“The Literary Guillotine,” which iz “An
Authorized Report of the Proceedings Be-
fore the Literary Emergency Court,
Holden in and for the District of North
America. Reporter: The Bench: Mark
Twaln, C. J. Oliver Herford, J. “Myself.’
J. For the Prosecution: Charles Battell
Loomis"” The cover and title page ara
decorated with some kind of an apparatus,
probably the gulllotine, and waving from
its digziest helghts are the names of Hall
Calne and Marie Corelll, while as “lower
lights” we have Richard Harding Davis,
Winston Churchill, Mrs. Humphrey Ward
and others. The emergency court pro-
ceedings are In perfect form and con-
ducted with great dignity. As & work of
literary sareasm ‘‘The Literary Guillotins®
stands ace high. The ungulllotined will
certainly enjoy every word, and the gulllo-
tined will probably find more pleasure in
it than the unguillotined. Published by
John Lane,

——

‘“Neow First Music Reader” Is the product
of James M. Laughlin, George A. Veazle
and W, W, Gilchrist, and s Intended as the
first' music reader to be placed in the hands
of the puplls. It contalns mninety simple
and pleasing songs for the children and
alxty poems. Ginn & Co. are the publishers.

—_—p—
““I'he Musiclan” s & legend of the Hartx
mountains In poetry by Frank Watlers.
The author has transformed a wild German
legend Into & narrative poem. Acoording
to his preface, he has “Mllustrated the worse
than usslessness of all art which s not
derived from CGod, and has teught the om-
nipotence &f prayer to ralse even the most
desperately fallen.” It s published by
Richard G. Badger,

+

“'he Bong at Midnight" Is a collection
of poems by the late Mary M. Adams, wife
of the late president of the University of
Wisconsin, The book contains more than
& hundred poems, some of which are re-
printed from earlier volumes and wsome
which are published for the firmt time
They are very tastefully bound in cover of
blue, while and gold. Richard G. Badger
Is the publisher,

_+

“The Age of Ivory,” by Henry Harmon
Chamberlin, is a series of humorous poemas,
which tend to show how much better the
world would have been If man had de-
peended from the elephant rmather than
the ape. They satirize human soclety: ns
It exists today and contrast human ldeals
with human performance. The poems ure
malnly satiriesi. The publisher ia Richard
G. Badger of Boston




