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Charley Crow Dog I8 sald to be the
first Indian to rob a postofice. FProb-
uln‘l\y he won't be the last.

There s an avallable balance of §3,.500
In the Omaba library fund. Here s o
chanee for n persuasive book ngent

Not untll we hear from the high school

debater will we know preclsely what
should have been done about the
isthmus,

——

The clty election In South Omaha is
still four months ahead of us, but there
is already much talk and some specula-
ton as to the probuble ocutcome.

T

Blx weeks hence there will be another
opportunity for the Board of County
Commissloners to adopt New Year's res-
olntions to turn over a new leaf,

e ————

The morning that the Dreyfus case Is
reopenad Is the mornlog & wearled pub-
lie would prefer to oversleep, much as
it sywpnthlzes with the eaptain.

————

If this thing keeps up there will no#
be enough room in the city hall for
Muyor Mooresa and President of the
Uouncil Zimman at the same hour of the
day. . : -

The man who writes merely, "“En-
closed find check” expresses quite s
mnch sympathy as he who prates of
how h{s heart is wrung by others’ mis-
fortunes,

The hand which SBervin's new king is
now extending in ostentatious friend-
ship to Uncle Sam is a triflo too freshly
stalned for the old gentleman to selze
it with real comfort. ’

' Eebeet—

Some Inguisitive people would like te
know why Police Commissioner Rroatch
burned those Vie Walker checks instend
of depositing them in the archives of
the olty,

Germany proposes to establish four
more consulates in the United States,
and it Is worth noting that rwo are to
be in the gulf states, where a few yoars
ago the commodites imported from Ger-
muny would not have pald the salaries
of the consuls.

—————

Mombers o the British Parllament,
while in Paris, were entertained with
Louls XVY. dances by ballet girls, and
st a luncheon Immedintely theveafter
“pxpressed deglre for closer relation he
tween France and England.” 8o, then,
It 1s to the dansevsge, rather than the
diplomat, we way look for the peace of
the nutlons,

—_—

Willlam Jennings Bryan's conference
with Croker in Tondon is apt to place
Mr. Bryan in the position of one who
has goné to England to find out If Lie
had best run for prestdent of the Unlted
Bmtea. Obviourly the doctrine of doing
things “without the ald or consent of
hny other natlon on earth’ is suffering
decline,

—ee.

tieneral Reyes comes toproposs that
Jthe United States accept the Puoama
oangl concession from Colombia without
paying a cent to tha Republie of Colom-
b, Had Colombla refrained from play-
ing a game of holdup, and accepted the
§20,000,000 bouus offered by Uncle Sawm,
there would have been no occuslon for

dienem] Meyes 10 poy A visit to the
United Slates
——r——

After n thorough Investigation of con-
ditions tu the Cripple Creek minlog dis-
triet General Bates hos ndvised the War
depurtinent that I bis judgment there
ts nothing In the slinathon to warrant
the: calling out of regulam, The hyster-
fenl poople that dedounced Presideat
Roosevelt for refusing o honor a requi-
sition for regulurs beforo the Colorado
authoritles had sunde an effort to sup-

ol the
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New FunK BRPOULICANRE
Differences  between leading  repub-
llenna In the Emplre state has caosed
Now York to be placed in the doubtful
list for pext year's natlonal election, bt
these differences havl et adinsted
and harmony restor&), there s good
reason to belleve that the state will be
republican next November. Last week
Governor Odell and SBeantor Platt bhad a
conferemee  with Prealdent Rovsevelt,
the result belng that the two New York
leaders reached au absolute agreement
politically and will work In perfect uni
son with esch other and with the presi
dent. The co.lerepce fa sald to bhave
been wholly satiefactory and the prom-
ise Is that Platt and Odell will together
put forth their very best efforts to thor-
oughly organize the republicans of the
state for next year's campalgn.
There has been talk of a conniderale
opposition In New York to Mr. Roose
velt and some have ventured to predict
that he wonld not get the delegntion
from his own state in the republican
national convention. There I8 nothing
to wastunt thid In what was auld Ly
Odell and Platt after the conference.
Both declared that the president will
hava the wnqualified endorsement and
hearty support of Empire state repub-
leans, Senator Platt is quoted as say-
Ing that thete will be no contest over
control of the stute conventlon nod 1ts
delegntion to the nntlonal conventlon
will be solldly for Roosevelt. Of conrse
In the corporations that are understood
to be unfriendly to the president and
are supposced to be laying planes with a
view to compnssing his defeat there are
soma republicans, bot the number of
such 18 not so Inrge ns to wareant .any
feeling of apprebension in regard to
thelr course. Morecover, it Is quite pos-
sible that there has been some exng-
geration respecting the opposition of cer-
tain finnoeinl interests to Mr. Rooscvelt.
While should these interests Dbecome
notably aggressive the effect might be
to Induce a large portlon of the Inde-
pendent vote, which In New York nun-
bers several hundred thousamd, to sup-
port the republican nationl tleket, The
feeling ia very strong that If corporn-
tlons make war upon the president, he-
enuse of his expressed determination to
enforee the laws, they must be de-
clslvely rebuked by the people.
tThe democratic success in New York
ity by no means assures the staie to
that party next vear and now that re
publican differences nnve been adjusted
und the lemders have pladged themselves
to work togethier for the sncecess of the
party, it is strongly probable that New
York will be in the republican eolumn
in 1004,y

EE——

..l FUTILE MISSHN.
The special representative of Colom-
bin who I8 fms Washington for the pur-
pose of proposing that Panamn be re
stored to Colominn aud of offering to
our government all the canal conces-
slons asked In the treaty that was re-
Jected free of cost, will find his mission
utterly futile. No conslderation, it is
entirely safe to say, will ba given to
any proposal he may make involving
n change from existing conditions. It
ought to be obvious to so intelligent a
man a8 General Reyes that our govern-
ment eannot recede from the position
it has taken In regard to Pooonmn and
to say the least it {8 not complimentary
to this government to assume that It
might be Induced to change its attitude
amd allow Colombla to force the seceded
state back Into the union: Were the
United States to do this £ would be
subjected to the ridicule and reproach
of the civillzed world nud would lose
respect everywhere, even on the part
of the Colomblans themselves, the more
inteliigent of whom ean bardly seriously
expect anything but follure for the
Reyes” mission.

Colombla, according to the stantement
of its speclal envoy, I8 now willing to
give the United Statee all the conces-
slons asked for In the treaty which its
congress rejected without the payment
of a cent. The mercennry and greedy
politiclans of that covntry are too late
with their offer. They were glven am-
ple opportunity to rveplenish the bank.
rupt national! treasury and do thelr
country an {nestimable benefit. They
rejected it and now realize the great
folly of having done so, but the awaken-
ing will do them no good, There Is no
tempation In Colombla’s offer to give us
all we desira without charging any-
thing for it. The United States wunts
to pay for whatever It gets, but It ob-
jects to being bhlackmalled as the Co-
lomblans gought to do. Our govern-
ment bas negotlated a treaty with the
new government of FPannma, the first
article of which pledges the United
States to guarantee and maintain the
new republle. That pledge will cer
talnly. be fatthfully fulfilled. Althongh
the United States undoubtedly could
have secured all the concessions pro-
vided for In the treary for a much Joss
sum of money than it s proposed to
piy, ¥et this conntry will give the iHe-
public of Panama the same smount that
it stipulated to pay Colombin, therehy
placing the new goveriunont on & suly
stantinl bLasis financinlly,

The reprosentations which Geungral
Reyena s authorized by bis government
te make to our government will of
course be listened o respectfully. but
necepiance of them s qulte lmpossible.
1t meema that he hopes to obtaln the sup-
port of the Bouth and Central Awerlean
governments. In this he 18 also doomed
to disappointwent. Fow of them have
any ¥ympathy for Colombin and these
will hardly take a position hostile to
the actlon 'of the United Biutes. The
Idea that auy of those countries are ap-
prehensive that this nation wmay seek
aggrandizement at thelr expense ap
pears to be entirely basecless, At any
rate nope of them has Indimted such a
feeling. As ta the Colomban threat of
forcible meancves agninst Panama it 15
to he reganded as mere bravade, since
Oolombla must fully understand that
she will pot be permitted to atiack the
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Panama declared s indopondenca
———————
LIFE ISSURASCE PUR FIRBMERN

The ealamity that has  befallen the
familles of Omalha's galiant Aremen who
rerished In the Nindh strect fire suggests
the propriety of life lnsuranco fof avery
member of the fire deparuneat, mod-
elod after the compulsory life Insnrance
system that has prevalled In Germany
for all classes of public gervice Employes
during the past fifteen years, While the
clty charter permits the granting of pen-
slons to the widows of firemen who have
lost their Jives in the discharge of duty,
life Insurance that would cover all cases
of death would be far prefernble.

Under the German system of compul-
sory life Insurance the government pays
one-half of the premium and the In-
sured pay the other half., Assuthe that
the average age of Insurnble firemen is
39 years, policles insuring thelir lives in
standard compunles could rendily be ob-
talned at a cost of $30 per $1,000, or
from &§75 to $£%0 per annum for
a policy of 20500, This would Invoelve an
average prenyium of $75 per annum, and
if the city were to pay one-half the
members of the department would be
required to contribute $3 per month
from their regular wages.

These polletes would bLe a valuable
nuset for every fireman and afford o pro-
tection to his family, not only so long
ag he remained In the department, bot
after he leaves the sorviee, if he saw
fit to keep up the policies at his own ex-.
pense, Estimating the total membership
of the fire departioent at 125, the cost
to the city would be equal to $370 a
mouth, or §,500 per annum, a sum that
the taxpayers of Omaha would cheer-
fully contribute for the protection of
the famllies of men whose lives are de-
voted to fighting fires at the risk of life
and limb, On the othef Hind, the de-
duction of §3 per month from the sala-
rles of firemen would be nb serlous hard-
ship, especinlly to the class of firemen
who have not yet contracted marriage.

In nny event, the suggestion is worth
consldering. The scheme cannot, per-
hap#, be put Into effect without some
additional Jegislation in the way of
dsmendiments to the charter, but that
woulid only be a matter of time,

When It comes to the gume of polltics,
that much carleatured individual, Mark
Hanna, 18 not to be outdone by any man
in the lawl On Tuesday last President
Roogevelt entertalned a delegation ot
Inbor leaders at luucheon at the White
Hounse, and on Thursday morning Ban-
ator Hannn entertained the same labor
leaders at the Waldorf-Astorin hotel in
more regal stylo. The courtesles of the
smooth plutoctat did not stop with the
sumptuous breakfast. He kept close to
the labor men in the corridors of the
Waldorf, and Introduced them to cap-
tuins of Industry, millionaires, governors
mnd politieal celebrities, so that when
the labor men left the hotel to take the
train back for Montana they were con-
vineed that the best friend they had on
ecarth was the peacemaker from Ohlo,

The unqgualified condemnntion by the
Real Estate exchange of the ordinance
granting a ten-year franchise to a firm
that intends to disfigure the streets of
Omaha with street corner slgn poles will
wiveei withs e geoveal approvai of aii
classes of cltizens. There s absolutely
no excuge for granting such a concession
to anybody. The only compensation the
city Ig to receive s free street signs on
the advertising poles and on bulldings
occupying strest corners. This does not
mean that the compuny i= obligated to
palnt or fasten street signd on every
corner, but only on such as they may
#eo fit to occupy with thelr poles, that
wiil be ornamented with advertisements
thut mwny not only offend the eye, but
slock the moral sensibilities.

. ——ee

Chicago s now wrestling with the
question whether the city has authority
without a specific grant of power from
the legislature to establish municipal gas
and electric lighting plants that would
sell light to private consumers, Inas-
much as Chicago already owns and op-
erntes an extensive plant for electrie
street lighting, 1ts right to dispose of
part of ite product to private eonsumers
could scarcely be called in guestion. It
Is n foregone conclusion, however, that
any attempt to supply electric light for
private consumption will be econtosted
by the publie lighting corporations until
the supreme court of Illinols affirma-
tively decldes that the city may do for
ftself and its eltizens what it {8 author-
fged to do through private corporations.

= ——— ——

If Mr., Herriman keeps on bullding
cut-offs and boring tunnels a few years
louger Omnha will be absolutely midway
batween New York mnd 8an Francisco
and Los Angeles, Twenty years ago the
distance from Omaha to San Franclsco
was 1,700 uidles, while the distance to
New York was 1,500 miles in round fig-
ures. Now the distance from Omaha to
Han Franclseo 18 only a fraction more
than 1,000 miles, and by the time the Los
Angeles Hoe, whick I8 now more than
2000 miles distant from Owmaha, 18 com-
pleted that ¢lty will be withiin 1,500 miles
of Omahuy. \

Seven state goveroors have to divide
honors with two race hbrses at the Live
Btk exposition o Chicago this week.
But then, It is wholly & Hve stock show
with no distinetlon between Kindas

The governor of Utah may well bear
in mind that the safest place for o min-
ing strike conference s oulside the
guand llnes and upon ap eminente com-
manding a view of boih eamps. »

Cyee—————

lLord Hoberts prefers to reslgn as com-
mander-in-chlef before that offics cranea
to smount to anything: bence his il
health I8 not so much of an inconven-
lence after all

—
Hetter Keep Out,
Portiand Oregonian.

Japan is in danger of balng nagged inlo

war with Russia, as was France into the

Ak Jpiite o . S a7 mget e

Asastrons war with
or wmore agn Tue
i L
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e connssl of her wise men now A8 never
before. It war wih RBussla must coms, It
would be most wnwiss for the weaher power
te precipitate It

Tees 'reclous to Waste,

Tawn Tuophes,
An unnecossary lie ls a mistake] lies are
oo useful (o squander,

“Mave Suthin' with Me?™
Washington Post
Tha rostoration of the canteen In the con-
gressionsl committes rooma le proving so
satiefuctory that It 4 quits probabls the
faver will be extended to the army,

Ronquet for FEngineers
New Yuork Tribune
That Utih “vutof across many miles of
Balt lake I8 undoubtadly a marvel as »
raitrond exploit. Our Amerioan sngincors
are of this spirit—the harder the task the
more eager they are Lo take It up

Shaking the Chestnut Tree.
Minneapolls Times.

Amin wa are told that Porfirle Dian i
about to surrender the presidenay of Mex-
fea, It will take a physician's certifoate
that the gentleman Ia In articulo mortia
to convines the world that anything of
the kind is about 1o happoemn

Not Worth the Price,

Kansas City Journal
The convietion ls growing among Amers
fean . vities that nationa! political conven-
tions are not worth the guarantes de-
manded for {hem. The time may come
when the big conventions will esteem It &

favor to be entertainad.

A Satisfactory Situstion,
Philadelphia Press,

There Is & strong dleposition on the part
of every domoerat In the country to have
his exclusive presidential somination and to
repudinte every other democrat's candidate.
Thia is & very salisfactory situation—if It
only continues.

“It Pays to Advertise”
Indianapolls Journal

This Is the day of the presa agent. The
services of this functionary, formerly con-
fined 1o theatrical syndicates and corpora-
tons, are now in demand In every enter-
prisa The latest fleld for the preaa agent ke
found in the advertising of cltiea. Philadel-
phia 1s about to spend §100,000 in calling the
altention cf the country to herself, and At-
lanta, Ga., has already spent Immense
amounts for space in well known publioa-
tions. No matter what you have to sell—-a
dog, o canal or & city—It pays to advertise

A Refreshing Innovation,
Loulevills Courler-Journal.

The helrs of the late Wiilam L. Elkins
are cortainly notable exceptions, as helirs
go nowndays. The rule is that a man s not
allowed to deviss his property to charitable
purposes If his kindrad can prevent it. Put
Elkina left a codiell to hia will for the es-
tablishment of a Masonic orphansge for
girls, and nlthough the codiell was legally
fnvalld beocause exscuted within thirty daye
of the death of the testator, the famlily Is
determined that fte provisions shall be oar-
ried out. It is refreshing to find a family
wlilch concedes that a dend man had any
right to deviea hix property as he chone.

It Was Magalficent, PBut—
United Btates Investor.

The United Btates Bteol corporation was
the chef douvre of the new =school of
Anance, and, viewed In the light of more ra-
cent avents, one cannot help sdmiring the
sweep of power which must have been in
the minds of (te prajectors; control the ore
depoelts; manags every process from mining
to the highest finlthed product; have aw al-
lles great lrnnmo],'!ptlon corporations, and
realty and consiruotion companies; solve
the problem of regetion’in the iron, and steel
Industry and make It a substantial gentle-
man, recelving ¢ #leady income from year
to year, instead of belng In the position
elther of a “prings or a pauper.’” It was
magnificent, but time has shown that 1t was
not sconomics,

UNCLE SAM'S LITTLE JOKE,

Lumentation of Cement Barkers En-
waged in the Holdup Husiness,
Detrolt Frea Presa
The man who wilfully deceives n gulle~
jess, confiding trust s no gentleman. And
yet that is the grave charge against Uncle
Ham, The government fa bullding a $3,000,000
dam ncross 8alt river, Aris., and expects to
use 200000 barrels of Portland cement In
the work. The estimuted cost of cement
wos $8 per barrel, But the cement trust
urexpectedly discovered that it couldn't
supply the cement at less than $9 a barrel.
The government didn’t rebuke the cement
trust nor murmur at the price, The gov-
ernment simply started in to bulld a $100,-

000 cement plant of Its own.

Now enters the humoarous clement. The
cement trust heard that its confidence had
Fbeen betrayed, It had been glven no op-
portunity to come In pnd explain how It
had unintentionally overstated its first bid.
It had been tricked. To Washington ruf-
fled coment kings are flocking from all
purts of the country—to protest against
thin “injustice.”” Congress Is to be asked
to pass & law “preventing the government
from competing with manufacturers,”’ Ob-
viously the government hus no right te
offer the slightest reslstance to private par-
ties enguged In o perfectly legitimate hold-
up business. Obwviously when the govern-
ment feeln that it is belng shaken down It
may be allowed to expostulate guletly and
politely altempting to appeal by purely
argumentative methods to the generosity
and patriotsm of the cement magnates.
Beyond this the government cannot prop-
erly go.

' BORROWING TROUBLE,

People with Overripe Imaginattons
Prane to “See Thingas"™
. Philladelphias Prean

There ara people who are already bor-
rowing trouble over the responkibllities
and burdens which the TUnlted Btates will
assume in accepting & practical protee-
torate over FPanama ond entering on the
prompt construction of the canal. They
conjure up vislons of untoll difficultics.

If a nation wers to be Infuenced by that
timid and hesitating spirit it would never
do anything. No great undertaking s ever
projected witkout risk of obstacles and
complications. The American people long
sinco determined that an interoceanle canal
should he constructed and that it should
be under Amerlean countrol. That entor-
prise from the fArst has involved hazarde,
dlMoulties and the possibility of complica-
tions, Had It beon carried forward under
the Colamblan treaty with divided puthority
It would certainly have presented dellcate
and trouhblesome questions

The Panams affalr, instead of complica-
ting it, has greaily simpiified the problem
and made the pathwny much plainer

OUT OF THE ORDINARY!

Alfred Miles, & fumous tallor of Hond

street, London, died recently, jeaving a
fortune of :‘nxm Mr. Mlles, who waa
nown Lo y Amerionns, was fond of re-
ating how sturted business fomoe .“'K
ears ago with » capiial of Just 36
f.q-urﬂt plan of advertising with him was
to print handbills wnd persuade cabmen
tu leave them in (helr velicles.

Bedbu although they kept a family
from lln':l&‘:ﬂ rulnod furniture, could not
save Wi C.~Bafford an 1 of his

par
: tn In the Ilnvl Iverneas,
mm‘ fw-mtm?nu:h- fl'hhlm;llt Hark Bay
distriet of Boston. Judge Forsalth “l\'a
4 Ay mol“lﬂ "-: xl-? ut:ull..u!:“ :"l;.imn:
e Ny 8 M"l'or loas of resl an

tlels. None of-the i
e tnaee DUt friands of
were uncem-
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RITH OF WANMINUTON LIFE,

HMiner Boenes and Incldentis Shetohed
om the Apot,

During Presldent Cleveland's sevond term
and while republican oMclal henda were
dropping futo the basket, Mark Twaln was
Hravellny aliroad and became Interented In
the fate of an Amerfoan consal located
At & Oerman port. The consul had ex.
tended experience In the service, mn ex-
esllent record, and for thess reasons alone
was ontitled to reappotntment. Twaln ém-
bodied the facts In a charncteristio letter,
whith he addressed to ltile Ruth Cleve.
Innd, knowing that the lotter would reach
the family eirole, The ruse worked well,
for the consul was undisturbed. An Inel-
dent of mimilur tenor HHlustrating the em-
eacy of a child's pleading, comes from
Washington In connection with the noming-
tlon of John C. Pollack for judge of the
federal bench in Kansas. The Kansas dels-
Eation was spllt over the Judgeship. Bona-
tor Long and representativea Murdock and
Campbell ware backing Judge Pollack, who
i2 A member of the state suprems court,

The fight grew hot and charges agninst
Pollock were lald before the president. 1t
wia pererted that he had played poker with
and won money from many members of the
bar. Put there were other charges of a
nature highly distressing to FPollock's fam-
Ay,

The president told the delegation to go to
the capitol and ballot till they could agres
on & man. They went. While they were at
work “Cy" lLeland, Kansas republican
lender, dropped In at ths White House and
begun to talk to the president about the
Pollotk case. Yo told the president how
distressed the judge's family was over the
charges against him and showed the presi-
dent a letter which the judge had received
from his lttle daughter, Lucille, 15 years
old, who Is In Topeka. The judge is In
Washington, The letter read:

“Dear Papa: Why don't you go to the
president and see him? I know he will not
belleve all the nasty things sald about you
after you talk to him. It 18 a shams for
thoss men to say what they have about
you." \

After rending the lotter the president rang
hiz bell for his secretary.

"Loeb, I want you to send In the nomina-
tlon of John C. Pollock for that federal
Judgeship o Kansas,” he sald: -

Turning to Mr. Leland the president took
from his buttonhole a beautiful rose.

"I want you to personally give that rose
to Luellle nnd tell her the preaident of the
United States sent it to' her,' he sald. “If
our children have faith in us there can bs
no gréat wrong In any of us™

Pereons who Rave found it dlMecult to
declpher the hleroglyphles on Uncle Sam’s
mail boxes, which show the hours of aol-
lection, will appreclute an automatic ar-
rangement which an Inspiring Inventor is
Juet now endeavoring to persuads the Posut-
office dopartment to adopt for ita boxea
throughout the length and Yreadth of the
land

A dlse rovolving Inside the lLox bears
nénr 1ts edge the hours of the seCoral dally
visits of the ma!l collector and an aper-
ture at the side of the box I8 so nrranged
8 to permit only one of thess hours to be
#oon at & time from the outslide. The open-
ing of the box by the postman causes®the
dise to revolve and In the MHitle aperture
appears the hour of the next collsction.

The thing is exceedingly simple and as
-the figures on the dise are darge thers can
be no difficulty In determining the question
“when will this letter I am about to mall
start on Its journey to ita destination?"”

On the 6th day of next month Chauncey
Depew will formally open the season of
dinner-giving In Washington by entertaln-
ing that other happy groom, Thomas C.
Platt, and the Iatter's bride. Coreoran
house f8 to be lavishly decorfited for the
occasion. It would appear that Mrs. Platt
looka forward to cutting a good degl of a
socinl figure, for she Is laylog In quite o
supply of winter dresses. Hefore her mar-
ringe she dressed simply, but some of the
confections In her post-nuptial irousseau
are sald to be of an elaborate character.

The Hon, Willlam Sulzer of Now York
had pulled out all the stops and was gore
goounly speuking on Cuba,

Cuba is the land of parpetual flowers,"
he wald, "of stately roynl palms, the Bo-
hemia of the dreamer, generous In troploal
fruita, the home for the palnter and for
the post, the puradise of the Islands of the
fen—ona long, harmonious, brilllant, inde-
scribable mental melody.”

He stopped for heeaih.

“Hey, Bl whispered Renpresentalive
Ruppert, “better voll another plll or vou
can't keop 1t up.'"

Benator Culberson wanted to get un ex-
tract from & report of the committes on
foreign relations printed in the Congres-
slonal Record, and na a publle document.
Senator Cullom objocted because the ex-
tract was too long. He suggested that It
be printed ar a publie document, but not
in the Record.

“Well'" mald Benantor Culberson, 1 guess
1 shall have to take what T can get,”

Benator Tillman hopped up,

“Hold on,” he eald (o Culberson, “you
can beat that If you read It hore It must
go Into the Record, and the objection of
the senator from Illincis won't be any
good."

PERSONAL NOTES.

There 1 hope for tha south when wé soe
that Hén. Hoke Bmith gnd his adversary
fonght with their fists Instead of revolvers,

Mme. Wong saw n foot ball ganme whlle
ahe was back in Connecticut and politely
refrains from expressing her opinion of It
s a game of clyilisation

J. Wayne Amea |8 dead at Gypsum Clty,
Cal, Mr. Ames was known over a large
section of the west and espﬂ‘iuﬂ)‘ in Kan-
san, usn the exact double of Abraham Lin-
eoln. He was & newspuper man nearly all
him Tife.

Dr. A, Koch, the professor of journalism
at the Univeraity of Heldelberg, not only
lectures on his subject, but makes hls
pupils write editorinls, reports, correspond.
ence, book reviews and eriticlsms of enter-
tainments,

After elght years of valuable serviee ns
librarian of the Cambridge, Mass., publie
Hbrary, Willlam 1. R, Gifford s wbout to
sever hils connection to accept the position
af librarian of the Mereantiie Lihrary as-
socihtion at 85t Louls,

(Cheago recelves meekly, though it Is not
ecagt down, the criticiem of a foreigner who
stood regretfully in front of one of tha big
skyscrapers and remarked: “The first
ptory Is Roman, the seoond Is Greek, the
third in Greco-Roman and the fourth le
cateh-as-catch-can.’’

On a steanmer over from London the olher
duy there war only one “¢ligibe man' and
fifty-fiva unmarriesd women among the
caldn passengers. Weo should llke to ses
the kind of man who would be considered
ellgible after Y%e hud been disoussed Ly
Afty-five wamen,

The ,four-ton hronge sintue of the late
Governor H. 8. Pingrea of Michlgan that
will be erected in Detrait by the people
of that siate will arrive liv Detrait on Pri-
day or Baturday of this wesk. IL was
rompleted st the smodie of Rudelph Behe
wars, the soulptor, in Indisnspolis,

The JMawallan delegate 10 congreas,
Prince Kalaulauoale, wins chatiing with a
friend, who sald to him: *“You people in
congress don't seem (o0 be accomplinhing
much In the way of leglslailon at this axtra
sesplon.”  “Na, we're not pasing moany
lawae sadd “"Prince Cupld.” as he ls ealicd,
ﬂh‘:ﬂﬂ.m”ﬂ.mm-r

BAIDING THE PUBLIC LAND,

PROBING TOO DREREP,

Opevations in Louisiana Cheekod by n | Ornel Surgery in the Dowels of the

Grand Jery.
New York Mall and Express

It s estimated that the United Btatos
government mow has left 100,000,000 ncres
of Iand on whigh, with Irrigation and other
Improvements, men might lve, Same of
It Is very good land, Indeed, 17 1t hus water
Most of It s poor compared with the
FlO 000 acrem of pubite land that
boen wold or givon away 13 forty vears,
Never In the history of the world has
ruch w vast domaln been distributed i
this. If the Romans, after congquering
Gaul, had divided all the and equany

mmong the Inhabliants of the fallan ponin- |

ruln It would lhave been o wmall
actlon In real estate compared with thisa
And the United Btates did not give this
land merely to its own chlldren.
It over freely to Jew and Gentlle,
cltizens and 1o
Rates,

The homestead and precomption laws did
not operate swiftly encugh in the disposl.
tion of this lund to sult 4 great many peo-
ple,  Therefore the desert land law, the
timber culture het, the permloner's widow
and commutation provisfons, were got up,
&umko the land go faster. It bas gone

ch fasier even than was antloipated,
An things now are, It (s o matter of sarious
doubt whether more land ham not been
taken In the last five .yoars in excess of
actunl and bona-fide settlement than has
been taken legltimately.

The way in which this vicious principle
has worked Is illvstrated by the Indlet-
menis Just found by a United Blates grand
Jury In Loutslana. Under the “commuti.
tion clauss” of the homestesd law, various
large lumber corporations have msent the
poorget sort of hirellngs upon valuable pine
lands, where they have gone through the
form of settlemgot upon homesteads., The
law provides that a settier may got a titla
to hin whole bhomestead after only six
montha' residence by paving $1.3 an acre
In eash, (nstead of getting It free by stay-
Ing on it five years. Thess Loulsinna pine
Innde are worth much more than $1.25 per
fidre and a cheap man’s hire for slx months
on every quarter section, The pretended
gettler I8 & dummy—he turns his home.
stead, when title ls obtained, over to the
corporation,

The blg companlies have by this means
poaseesed themselves of many thousands
of nores of valuable timber. A prearrange-
ment of the kind Is unlawful, but it s very
dificult to prove the prearrangement, This
tnethod has now resulted In 230 Indlctments
in Loulsinna—which 18 but & beginning.

If congresa Is at nll responsive to the
public demand It will stop up all these
land leaks at the regniar session, The
timber culture law has been repealod. The
desort land law should be, too, and the
commutation elause of the homestend mot,
The law should be adapted to Iirrigation
conditions in the arid belt_and a stop ab-
solutely put to the obtalning of land by
any other than actual and bona-Ade agri-
cultural settlers,

trmnie-

o s
the stranger within its

DEMOCURATIC ABERATION,

Danger of Opposing the Administra-
tion's Panama FPolley,

Indisnapolls News (Ind.).

It would not be surprising if the demo-
orats, as {8 rumored from Washington,
were to array themselves ns a party
agalnst the Panama canal. There have
only been hopes, not acts, thus far that
tho old axlom that the democratic party
could be relled on to do tha wrong thing
wis no longer true. The temptation In
the present case, If rumor be true, is too
strong for that party, and unless the un.
expocted happens It will go off Into a
millsh opgpgaition to the country's thtercats
just In time to bruisse the popular hope
that it had awakened to sanity and been
80 rehabllitated tha® It might become au
real factor in public affalrs.

Look at the sltuation! Here wao have
been for years trylng to bulld an isthmian
cannl. We worried Great Britain and were
veady to repudinte our treaty with her
If wo wers not allowed absolute and ex-
olitslve control of any canal. 1t was given
to us. Then, after long debate, we came
into the room of the Punama canal under
the threat of the Nicaragua roule. Then
wo were "‘held up”—thls geal natien
mnde sport of—by & petty Bouth American
republle that proposed to blackmall us
and moke us a laughing stock before the
world, after we had sp truculently de-
olared that we and we only should bulld
the cangl. Then here comes the revolution
by which Panama swings (ree from the
blackmallars and seels our protection, and
the way of the canal lles open to us,

At this jJuncture comes the democratic
party, and, lke the mugwumps, proposos
to palaver about purity and legulity, and
that sort of thing. When woa devised the
gresnback as a bitter war nocessity the
democratic party took the same course.
Its reverence for law was shocked 1o the
conter, The natlon must dlg, If need be,
but it must not, by all that ‘was holy, use
this pestiferous papsr device to save Its
Nle. Wa did use It A" a war measure.
Then, havipg crossed the bridge in this
tashion, and no longer needing the struc-
ture, we proposed to tear It away, Wa will
return now, we eald, 1o the era of real
money. “Never,” shouted the democratic
piarty, “that fiimsy plece of paper s real
money.” Bo now, when we have Tound
& practical way to bulld the canal the
democratle purty shows wigne of belng
ghocked In Ita roverant Instinels for purity
and legality, and threatens to do its best
to cripple us. Well, If It musat ba so, it
muat. We “reckon'’ this America oan han-
die Colombia and the democratic party at
the same time, and build the canal into the
bargain.

has |

It handed |

Ehipbailding Trust,
PFulladelphin North Ametrican

It the methods of Bamuel Untermerer,
counmel for the evmplaining hondholders in
the Ehipyard trust investigation, are s
e toleraied, what in the world Is 1o he
come of the eminent finAanciors who wrecked
that corporntion? Mr, Untormeyer bs-
tragod o brutal desfre to get at the facts
In the onse. Tle insdets upon asking que-
| Hone which no one whe scknowledgoes the
astute Intelligence and patviotie enterprise
| of M2, Charlos M, Bohhwab aud other gen-
| erous  distributors of watered pecurities
van fall to regurd ns Importinent.  More«

| over, this obstreperous limb of the law
 frames  his  Interrogmtions In  lasgueage
| proper enough, no doubt, In g MNiviasl
courts, hut shogeking beyonl eanre to

the respectable exponents of wlgn foancs

At the bearing on  Tutecws Irat he
charged that Mr. Bchwab bad tHéd to
“hribe” Lowls Nixon to agrea to  the
Bchwab plun of reorganisution. Merotafore

Mr. Untermeyor has shown repeatedly a
discourteous determination to find out who
londed the Bhipyard trust down with orush-
Ing Issues of stocks and bonds: he has
manifested o reprehensibio  curtoalty 1o
know who profiied by these lssaes: he has
even ventured to Itimate that thers was
a conspiracy to defraud investors, Hut this
talk of a bribe must bo pegurded as outside
the lmit,

When a politleal worker offers dn “un-
tonvineed™ voter §5 or $10 for his vots, that
is a bribe. when an anxious litigant saves
his enwe by handing $35 or $&0 1o a juron,
that Ja a bribe; even when o few thousand
change hands over a lUitle matter of legis-
Intion tha transaction may still be cnlled »
bribe.

But when a multi-millionaire suggests
thut ho Is, willing to pay ten timsas thelr
market valuo for bonds if the bondholder
will ngres 10 =lgn away the Interests of
investors who have trusted him—that is &
“buminess proposition.”

AMr, Untermeyer ought to know that. Hia
shameless disregard of the trus meaning
of words and his dense Insensibility to ths
privileges of able financlors will get some-
body into prison if he ls not checked.

MIRTHIUL REMARKS,

Bhe—1 maw yuu, nir, with that horrid
widow' And I shall send back your pres-
“Ha-Dir't send them to me. Send

o—Lur n em to
to the widow.-~Town Toplos. o S

A man recovered a verdict for $20.000 fr
A rallrond for the loss of his | .m‘ucﬂt
dog,'" sald the puuper, ‘'FPoor fellow,” sald
the milllonalre.~Saturday Evening Post.

Mro. Buxton—That hateful Mra. Knox
mads A very meanr comment upon my

Iﬁ today.
r. Buxton—=IMd she smay you were got-
tiug old?

Mrs, Buxton—No, Indeed Bhe sald I “stil]
looked qulte young.”—Phi'adeiphin Press.

“Buat," they sxpostulaies, *this is really
ntna of your businesa'

*“Fhat's why It's #o interesting.’’ sho re-
plied—Chicago Post. .

Crabshaw—You say you wish your Christ-
mas present to be a surprise, and yet you
sinte axamlﬁ what you want me to ‘nt
you. Now, how can that be 4 surprise’

Mrs, Crabshaw—It will be, my dear, if I
get it.—8Bmart Set.

“The ures show,' sald the siatistionl
boarder, “that thera 18 only ona divorce In
25,000 martinges."

“That's the reason, perhlra." ruggested
the soubrette at the opposite side of tha
table, “why a divoree has guch a declded
advertising value.""—Chicago Tribune,

“Bee lere!" eried the unfortunate man
rho ha:! l;lurriad " !{ldnw. “It's so hr;rd
or me to pleane you, I suppose you're for-
ver comparing me nnrnvonbl‘ with No, 1.
ou;d. ke to got back to him wouldn't
you?

“Oh, no," sha repllied nwuﬂa’. “I'd rather
get forward to No, 8.'"'—Phlladelphia Press.

*What did you expeoct when you married
me?" he demanded. -

“Very little,”” sha replied poutingly, *“‘onl
thnt T would be permitted to do just as
pleased," —Chleago « Post.

The =ingle man may resmn to he
Quite free from care and trouble,
U'ntll some day he ascertnine
That ha has got a double. /
~Yonkern Statesmnn,

AT THE CORNER GROCERY.

James Bartod Adams in Denver Post
Thess strikes throuvghout the country that
are paralyzing trades
And ﬂmolnr muff'ring In the poorer ranks
Are the result of cunning schomes adroltly
planned and lald
Through solfish alms by agitating ocranks
lire iong n flow of blcod will drengh our
sorely stricken land,
For fratrioldal war we'll surely soe
And enpltal will fee]l the blow of iu!mr'l
mighty hand—
I heard It at the comer grooors.
The people nre becoming tired of Teddy's
ron rule,
They think he Is too strenuousty gay:
He's havghty as a janitor and stubborn as a

mule-— ¥
And kicks llke one when things don't
come his way. '

A great revelt is sure to coms among the
rank and flle,
And Grover In the chatr again we'll see;
The democrats will take the relns and run
th:r(;;u for awhile—
I heard it ut the corner grocery.

Falr Canada will soon ba ours, annexed by
foren of arms,
We'll onpture her as easy as you pleasc,
Then soon sgnin the country will be rife
with war's slarms-—
We'll serap with Johnny Bull upon the
BEUN,
His mighty men-of-war we'll crusl, they'll
sink from sight before
The ships that bear the banner of the
reas,
And every forelgn power will give old
Uncle Bam the floor—
I howrd ft ut the corner grocery

Tho trusts will soon b throttled, sorpota-
tlons be no more,
The men of milllons foreed to dlvey up
And every high oficinl who |8 rotien to the

core
Wil whine for meray like a benten pup.
IMuhonest politiclans to the cross-arms will

be hung
Hlections from rascality be fres;
Then will the cpening ode of the millenium

o wung—

1 heard it at the eorner grocery.

—
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From Maker to You.

Meaus just what it suys In the DECATUR STORE. Wa aro state dls
tributors for ibe factory., Al the shupes and all the leathers—but oaly

$3.50 and $5.00
152

two prices—




