The Queer Cayman Islanders

HAT splendid looking men!"” eXe
clulmed an American tourist, we
he watched half a dozen sallors
unioading turties from n small
schooner anchored In the harbop

of Kingston, Jamulea, West Indles.

Not one of them was lers than slx feet
tall, and two were veritable glants Well
bullt, tanned by the tropleal sun, brawny,
bhandsome, frank of countenance and aglle
as cuts, they looked the popular ldeal of
the mallor Iy contrant with the blneck loaf-
ers on Lhe wharf and the undersiged, pastys
faced creole clovk who was tallying thelr
eargo, they peemod llke goids among men,

“Don't you know who they ary cald &
Jamalcun friend to the tourist “They ure
Cayman Isianders, No wondoer yvou admire
them. I suppose that, physically and mors

ally, they nre about the finest race of men
tn the world,"

The Caymanlans, turked away and lsoe
lated from the rest of the world on tiny
islands In the Curlbhean sen, betwein Ja-
malea and Cuba, have sucereded In entab-
Uahilng thiat dea! commonwenith of which
philomophers and statesmen have dreamed.
Crime, Immorality and divepse are unknown
amaong them; they have Just as much clyili=
gation as I8 good for them, and no more;
and they hold fast to primitive ldeas of
duly and religion, and proactice the old-
tashloned virtues of a bygone age

The Cayman Islands are three In number
=Grand Cayman, Litlle Cayman and Caye-
man Brae, On the lirst over n thousand
people dwell and they have even n couple
of mmnll towns, ealled Georgetown and
Bodden Town. On the second there are
mbout a hundred residents, and on the
third, a rugged, barren rock Jutting sharly
out of the plneld blue surface of the Caribe
bean, only a couple of familles dwell

Unlike the other Islands of the West In-
dies, they nre inhablted malnly by white
people. There are no negroes In the
smaller Caymans, and only n small mi-
mority of them In Grand Cayman, and
these recent arrlvals. The original set-
tlers were some of Cromwell’s “lronsides,"
and the manners and virtuea of that stern
breoed of men survive in thelr descendants
to this day.

When Cromwell had Englind and Eorope
under his heel, he sent out an expedition
which captured Jamilen from the
Bpaninards. Bome of the men in that ex-
pedition were veterans of Noascehy and Mar-
ston Moor, and they were nturally ad-
vanted to the higheat positions In the new
eolony. PBut when Charles 11 came to )is
ewn again, these men found the times out
of joint. They were deprived of their of
fAces, nnd harshly troated by the royalist
authorities Unwilling to “bow the knoo
to Nual," they wsold their possessions,
bought a ship and galled away to colonlzo
the Caymang and lve as they pleased, un-
hindered by kings or governors They
wers nnother shipload of Pilgrim Fathers

The Caymans were desert lalands, oc-
easlonally used by buccancers for refitting
and provisioning thelr ships. The “Iran-
sldes’’ sBoon made short work of those
gentry, and had the islands to themselvoes
They catublished o putriarchal form of
government, tilled the ground, bullt houses
and villages and salled the nelghboring
moas In ships of thelr own construction.
They holsted the British flug, but prae-
tically they were an Independent people.

Thelr descendants today are nominally
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subject to the governor of Jamalea, but
they make their own laws and govern them-
selves through elected overseers and ves-
trymen—an old parochial form of govern-
ment which prevailed In England when
the original colonista left that country, All
tho other colonles in the West Indles are
autocratically ruled by officials sent out
from England, but the Caymunians are as
independent ss the Canadians or the Aun-
trallans. ‘They are Englishmen of  the
sturdiest type, even If they have been
Isolnted on tropieal islets for a few hun-
drod years, and they would not stand for
any other kind of government.

Just ns they hiave kept the old Englizh
methods of government, so they have kopt
the old Englsh customs and manners.

Even the women drezs like the Puritan
malida of Ollver Cromwell's tlme. That Is

becnuse they never sge a forelgn woman
or n farhin paper. Daughters have dresse.l
ke their mothera for goeneratlons, They

have had no other way, and, even If they
hnd, a new-fangled Ilded would have heen

frowned upon as o snare of the Evil On»,

The epirit of S8mite-Them-Hip-and-Thigh
Tompking and hig fellows stlll pervades
the little eommonwealth, but It has its
pdvantages,. On the other West Indian
Island®, from half to two-thirds of the
children are born out of wedlock, nmnd
half the population steals the other half's
crop. On the Caymans, the moruls are
of the best, and nelibher theft nor any
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other erime ls practleed. There Is not a
mingle polleeman In the archipelago, and
no need for one.

“"What would you people do to one of
yvour numbuer If he or she went wrong?"' a
patrinrehal Cayman Islander was once
asked,

“Verily,” he replied, In the slow, grave
archale speech of his people, "the thought
hath never becn present with me. In my
life of more than threescore yeurs, the
Tord hath preserved uy from that calamity.
1 know not what we would do, But such
un one could not live among us there-
after.'

“Do ships often call here and bring you
nowa Qf the outeide world?'  he wWiLs
askad,

“No.' he replied “Onee In three or fur
venrs a4 British warship comes  bither,
bringing the governor of Jamaien on a
tour of Inspectlon. In my life 1 have seen
but three others.

“PThere was & Hriish steamer many yeara
ago which came here for supplies, belng
out of her cource and overdus. Soon after-
wards a timber schooner, golng to Jamilea,
was blown hither by & hurricane Tho
third was an American steam yacht, a few
yenrs ago, The owner was rich and great
in his own country, 8o they told me, but
he liked our s!mple ways, and stayed
among ue for many months'

But If Caymanians do not get many vise
ftors, they do a lot of vislling themselves,
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One of thelsr princ!pal Industries Is ship-
building, in which they are experts, Their
sgchooners are the stanchest and swil et
in the Cuaribbean sea, and there are no
hardier or more foarless sallors than ther.
Bhlppere in all the ports of the Weat 1. .-
dies and the Spanish maln wure eager to
give them charters.

They usually work for themselves, how-
ever, catching turtles on the Central Anmer-
fean eoast. They are the turtle fAshers-in-
chief to the world. The green turtie sou»
egteemed by the aldermen of Londom inl
by the patrons of the best restuurants n
nll the cities of the United States Is plarel
upon the table through the energy and d .-
ing of these simple, plain-living Cayman-
fnns. Themaelves the least luxurious of
people, they provide the world willhi ongs
of Itg gredtest Juxuries,

Turtle fishing 1s no easy task, Bquals
and hurtlcanes nre freguent In the Carb-
bean, and many a Cayman sallor has jo--
Ished with his schooner, or lingered m s-
erably In an open boat under the blazing
tropleal sky until he died of hunger znl
thirst. Innumerable coral reefs and san -
bars add to the danger of navigation, s-
pecially along the Nicaraguan coast, wha e
the turtlea are caught as they bask upoa
the beach,

The Nicaraguins are another perl
They strongly object to the Caymaniirs
catching turties on their territory, and t(ry
to mete out to them the punishment
awarded to #oil poachers In  Sibetin
wuters, The Nicaraguan and Hritish pove
ernments are always nagging at one an-
other on the subject, and at the preszent
moment they are engaged In & more than
usually  bitter controversy over It

But the Caymaninns can generally take
good care of themselves, Seldom a month
passes without thelr having a fight on the
beach with Niearaguan offleials and sl-
dlers, Nino times out of ten the Cayman-
fans win the battle and carry off their
turtles in trlumph to thelr schooner, leav-
fng half a dozen Nicaraguans stunned and
penneless on the sand,

The Nicarmguan government does not
wint to have any Caymanlans kilied In
these affrays, lest the Dritish government
ghould take serlous offense: and the soldiers
do not, therefore, use their rifles. They
try to arrest the Caymanians, whose oars
and boat stretehers are more than a match
for clubbed guns.

Lately the Nicaraguans have glven up
thelr attempts Lo suppresa the fishery, and
now they are trying to collect a tax on
each turtie caught But the Caymanians
gend Lthe tpx coliectors limping home with
brulsed shins and broken heads

After the turtles have been fought for
and won, they are taken to Jamualea by the
schooners and sold o merchants there, who
ship them In ocean lners to New York,
Boston, Philadelphin and London

With the money obtained by the sale of
the turtles, the Caymanians buy flour, rice,
eloth, pork and other supplles for thele
familiea and nelghbors at home, Until &
few ycars ago they never used money, but
transacted nll their business by barter,
The growth of thelr turtle fishery com-
pelled them at last to adopt a currency.
Cayman postage stampsa have only hbeen
used for a year or two, and they are much
prized by collectors, The malli—a new o~
stitullon—are carried at lrregular intervall
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