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=The great falr of Nijnl Novgo-
rodd Is now at its thickest, It s
frequentod dally b, e Layers
and wellers from all parts of Russia and
western Asia, and lts exchorges amount to
36,000,000 every twenty-four Fouss. They will
BERTegato $I00,000.000 ar $200,50 51 during the
time of the folr, and if our American ex-
porteras had thele goods here un sale our
trade with Rusaln might be Inereansod (o an
enormoun extent,

Indeed, the United States abould stody
the falrs of Russia and Iy out o trade
route for the Amerlean invoesion along the
linea of their meeting. Thix country doea
busincss after the style of 1) ¢ middle ages
It how more than 10,000 falra to which the
people come from oll guartess o buy and
eell, and If our American poods could be
pluced In them our factories gfould have to
emplcy extra hands.

I bave the fgures of the exchunges of
thene fulrs before me. They are furnished
by tho Treasury department of Russin and
may be considered corroct. Cenirnl Russin
hns 2000 fulrs every year with exchanges
amounting 1o F00,000,000, which, If 1 re
member correctly, Is an gront an the forelgn
triude of all China a few years @ 7o, Masi-
ern Ruseln hos J000 folra, with returns of
$05,000,000, and Little Russha, 2000, with a
pile of more than 88,000,000 worth of goods
In southorn Russin there are 856 falrs an-
nually, with 50,000 00 of exchanges: In mid-
dle Russin, 2040, with $5.000.000, nnd In the
Baltiec region, 1000 falrs, with a busineas
of $5,000,000

Away up along the Arctic occan there
are 400 falra, which do n business of more
than §7,00,000, amd in Siberin the falrs al-
ready number O, with annus! returns
amounting to 5,000, In central Asfa the
exact number of fairs I8 not known, but
thelr sales amount to $30,00,0(0 a year, and,
in addition to this, there are 1,00 falrs In
Poland und some In olther parte of the em-
plre, Allogether $8000,000 worth of busi-
neas s annually done In the Rwsinn falrs
alone,

Many of these fulre have their apecial-
tlen, 1 describe those of Nlnl Novgorod,
the greatest of all, farther on In this letter
The falr at Irbit In the government of
Perm Is held during the month of Febru-
ary. It s largely frequented by peoplo
from Blberia and China It handles toaw,
silks, camel's hair and goat's wool from
China nnd Central Asla, and furs, hldes,
fish, honey, butter and oll from Blberla, as
well as all kinds of wares, from Russla
In Burope. Its pales amount to 0,000,000,

There Is tnother fair in the same reglon
of about the sama character which sglla
over 000,000 worth of gonds, and one
known as the falr of Karavan, not far
from here, which deuls almost exclusively

In metals, especially Iron and castiron. Its
annual exchanges are about $1,0600,000.

There Is 0 big June falr not far from
hore which deils chlefly In timber, and
ther= are falrs in the scuth devoted to live
stk (o which whole droves of horses are
brought in from the plains for si1le. There
are a vast number of agricultural falres,
where our farm Implements could be aaold
in great quantities, and the northern falrs
have large sales of fish and furs, codliver
oll »nd such things.

I despalr of giving you a vivid deseription
of the falr of Niind Novgorod. It s one of
the wonders of the wWorld and is a groater
wonder every year, It was predicted that
the Trunmslberian road would kill it, but
It I growing and its exchanges are grooater
than ever

Think of a clty with a population of
D00 merchanta which does business for
only aboul a manth every yvear, and that a
business running into the hundreds of mil-
lHona, Think of a ¢ity whilch hus grown
up to nccommodate this business and which
for one month 8 full of life and trade, but
for the rest of the year s as dead as a
graveyard, and you have some ldea of Nijnl
Novgorod

The word “fair,"” however, gives you a
poor ldew, 1Tt makes you think of tents and
boaths and rmgged bDuildings with flags
fiying. You Imagine clrouses, fake shows
iwnd merry-go-rounds. Nijnl Novgorod has
all these, but they are on the outskirts.
The real town Is more ke a substantial
wholesule businesa center trading quletly
and without nolse, The fulr city Is Jocated
on o narrow tongue of land where the
great rivers Volgn and Oka join. It Is
washied on onch side by water, and the
rivers for milesa are filled with shipping,
londing and discharging goods.  Theére are
something Hke ton miles of wharves ooy-
ered with merchandise of all kinds, and
earts and wagons moving to and from them
nto the ¢ity.

The falr In a real olty, not one of hoards
and cunvass. It is a city of stone and mor-
tar, of 7.000 stores In goodd businoss hualld-
Ings. It has milea of sireces paved with
vobblestones and with sicewnlks of stono
Mongging. 1t has sireet cars, electric lights,
theaters and Lig  hotels It has great
golden domed churches full of treasure,
presided over by long-halred priests In
gowns of xold l.rm'mlrm.ll has also s cluy
hall and pollce to keep It In order. It has
Its stock exchange and Its board of man-
agemnt and In fact everyvihing that you
will find In a great business center. Not-
withstunding this, the ecity In nlive only
about one month of the year, and that
month Is now

Supposes we go across the Oka and look
ot L. Weo are mow In Niinl Novgorod
proper, a lown of about 10,00 people, a
mile or more away from the falr., We are
an o hWgh Wil separated from tha falr cily
by the wide and fast flowlug river. This

World’s Biggest Fair

UNLOADING GOODS AT NIJNL

FHTSG OF BOATS, NIINT FATK

part of Nijni ls the government of the
provinee and has n large trade.

We stroll down to the bLildge of boats,
which connects thils city with the fair
proper, and make ocur way in and out
through the endless caravan of goods and
people which Is always passing to and fro
on it. There are hundreds of Russian wag-
ons pulled by shaggy horses with high
yokes over thelr necks and driven by
shaggy Russian pessants mm red shirta
and trousers and yellow straw shoes. Thair
wagons are loaded with all sorta of goodas,
There at our right Is & cernavan of hides,
theé horges tled to the wangons In front
and their drivers asleep on  the shinas.
Bohind comea o traln of wagons contnin-
ing hogsheads of wine from south Russia,
and here nt the left Is one of great pintes
of stenl

Bee those carta golng hy now., Thev are
filled with skin covered boxes marked with
characters in Chinese. They contnin tea,
um‘l‘lnu-u came here on camels from China
via Kinhkta and Hankow, Then there are
great loads of cotton, of wool. hardware
and tools of all kinds. This stream of
wagons flows on from daybreak until late
in the evening all the falr through.

Wateh out for those droschkics! The
horses are on the dead run and the fat
droschky drivers cland In Wue broadeloth
gtreteh aut their armsa as though to push
on the reing and make them go faster,
Some of the carrloges contaln  Russian
oMeials and we smaller men should keep
out of the way,

Stop here In the middle of the bridge and
laok at the river. We are crossing the Okn,
The Volga you can see further down where
the Oka flows In and ths two go on to-
gether. This river {2 but a branch of the
maln stream, but It 18 o mile wide at this
point. 1t has a vast trade and I8 navigabile
for hundreds of miles, The Volgn ls 2300
miles long. It 18 the longest river In Europa
and with its tributaries it has almost 7,000
miles of navigable waterways, all of which
contribute to this great Ninl falr. You
can wseo something of the shipping by the
boats In the Oka, They are of all kinds
and they come from all ports of the semplre,
from St Potersburg to the Caspian son.
The Volga Is connected with Bt. Petersburg
by canrvl and above Nijnl alone It has 14,000
boats, employing 300,000 men, while from
here to the Casplan there are, It ta estl-
mated, 200 more manned by 200,000 sallors
and boatmen

Over there on the banks you can g2 them
unloading (he steamern The goods are
taken off on rude wheelbarrows by shagey-
halred pegsanta in long boots and clothes of
red cotton. They wear caps or go bare-
headed and also barefooted; they look dirty
and savug Here they carry great boxes
and bales on saddles on thelr backs, llke
tho porte e of Constantinople, and there they
drag wlong lron ralls or roll boxes over and
over. The banks are filled with mountalns

of cotton and wool. There are lron and
steel yards and great pens fllled with all
sorts of gooda.

But here we are In the city. Therea are
curts and wagons moving this way and
that. The carrlages are as thick as they
were on the bridge and foot passengers
throng the sidewalks and streets. The most
of the people are Russlans, but we now and
then see Perslans, Armenlans, Turks and
Chinese. There in one streel devoted to the
stores of the Orlent, whers are rugs, per-
fumes and all sorts of Turkish goods, There
Is another devoted to Perslun wares and an-
other where the things are altogether
Chinese.

The streets are wide, Thoy ars lined
with two-story brick bulldings, with win-
dows of glass and shops fitted up llke our
stores at home, Many of them have
porches in front =o that you can walk from
store to store, keeping out of the sun.

Nearly every business has its own sec-
tion. At the right as we leave the bridge
are long streets devoted to melsls and
hardware. Oreat piles of lron, lead, cop-
per and other things lls out on the side-
walks, Most of the business is wholesale
and single transactions often amount to
thousands of dollars. Iere are great piles
of chains of all sizes, sheets of lend and
copper a8 bl as a table cloth, iron bars
and lenden plgs piled up like cord wood
This street runs along the Oka and the
stores upon It are filled to overflowing.
The Russiuns make excellent iron and they
can do anything in metal, Last year the
emplre produced sbout 3,000,000 tons of pig
iron and 1500000 tons of rolled steel of
various kinda

This same section 18 devoled to hard-
ware, In some blocks we find cutlery
stores containing knives as fine as any
miede In BheMeld, as well ns excellent
razors, sclssors and all sorts of Wwols, There
ure great steel mills not far from Nijnl,
and there are works making farm tools In
many parts of the emplre. We sell the
Russians somo agricultoral machinery, but
they make more at home. Thelr output of
farm tools last year amounted Lo §5,000,000;
they manufacture shovels, spades, rakea
end all sorts of mcales, as well as larger
muachines of various kKinda, The Germans
are more Important as competitors than
we are, and wea find their goods mixed In
glmost every store. None of the tools are
as well finlshed as ours, and every kind of
our lmproved farm machinery could be sold
here at o profit

Passing around the cathedral, which Is
near the hardware section, we come (o the
bell bazaar. This la & seotion which
sells bells of all kinds, from a farm
dinper bell to some almost a8 big as a
haystack. The bells shine lke msilver,
They are made of bronze and white metal,
the larger ones costing thousands of dels
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