Municipal Reform and Church |

HE NEED of reform 'n the local
Rovernments of aur country is felt
by all good und patriotie people.
caped public exposure of official
Few f our largest cities have es-

corruption—and so general la the discass

that we discover ita eymploms In the
emaller communities diso. Even the na-

Uenal government Is not free from scandal
AL the present time while congratulating

New York on Iits recent delfverance from a

despotism of crime and venality, we are

mourning over the exhibition of civic
decadence In the ring-ridden clty of Phila-
delphia, and wondering at the failure of
the great state of Pennsylvania to make ef-
fective protest at the shameful Invasion of
loeal righta by tyrannical central authority

We read in the magazines the thrilling

siories of “Tweed Days in 8t Louls,” “The

Shame of Minneapolls,” “Mttsburg, a City

Ashamed,” “Philadelphia Corrupt and Con-

tented”—we read in the procecdings of the

National Municlpal league theso equally ap-

palling stortes, and we add for ourselves

titlea of other suffering citles in nearty all
piarts of the lnnd. Thinking men are look-

Ing for the cause of this epidemie, and are

scarching anxiously for a cure.

The disease had ity season of greatest
gTowth in o long perfod of Indifference and
carclessness, wherein nobody guve heed to
the growth of dishonesty, and the alllance
of erime and officialism. This period we
irust Is coming to an end, for In every city
and communily may be found a slowly
awakening civic pride and a more or leas
numerous bady of reformers.

It Is beginning to be realized that to be-
tray one's oath of office and to Larter the
community’s Interests for personal gain s
treason, and that an extension of the evil,
or even the tolerance of its present condi-
tiona means danger to mational life and
Elory. The movements to reform locul gov-
eraments have in many cases been spas-
modic and unintelligent, and often they
have moved by combinations or fusions of
discordant elements, some of which were
anxious only to be “IN."

These movementa have not been grounded
as they should be on high and continuing
moral and patriotle purpose and the:e-
fore have not suported each other and
have not persisted In themselves aguinst
eppusition and defeat. There has not been
& more critical period In our natlonal his-

tory—nor a period whercin wias mare
greatly needoed the highgst type of moral
devotion and love of country, for In this
time of prosperity, wheén we are not en-
dangered by Dlows from without, the very
richness of our growth is developing inter-
nnl rottenness,

If we ook fairly aml spenk truly, we are
bound o admit that the conesded corrup-
tion & not o mere growlh of politics, but
Is rather an extengion into  polities of
methods that are common in business Jife
Gross ovils are tolerated by business men
in thelr city governments becnuse they are
familiar with similar evila In busine s,

Realizinge the gravity and the oxieat of
the evil, we Jlook about for womoe extensive
organized force through which we may doal
with it radically, and Instinctively we turn
to the chureh, We have a right to tuarn
to the church as a conservalor of movals
and a fountnin of patriotism, We fiel
that It must be concerned with the ¢ mll-
tiong in which the people live, In which
churacters nre formed, in whivh the de-
termining environments of Ufe are ecstal-
lished.

It must be conrerned with the govern-
ment of a clty, whon that government
makes ecompacts with thleves, gamblers
and hariots and opens doors to hell on the
public streets go that chiliren and youth
may sitray therein and be lust

When we realize that governmentnl cor-
ruption has [la necessary rool in business
immorality and In individual lnxity, we feel
that & live church must know the facts and
must put forth a worthy effort to correct
the wrong. But truth compels the re-
Iuctant atatement that of all Yeepy bodles
the one which shows the rlowest dlsposition
to rise to the obvious oppartunity nnd duty
is the church-—the very body which by jts
foundation, jts puarpose, its sisze, its or-
ganization and its genernl diffuskon over
the land Is best fitted for the lavik.

L2t us see what the church In the United
States consiats of;

It contalns 250,080 communicants, 1L
has X4 oul of 87 colleges and seminaries,
Its young people's associatlons are large
and enthusiastio. The Chrisiian Endeavor
goclety  Unterdenominational) has nearly
4000000 members distributed among over
0,000  socleties. Epworth leegue (Meth-
odist) has nearly 1,000,000 membaers, The
Young Men's Christian assoclation has over
300,000 members,  The Sunday rchools, the

Young Men's Hebrew  assoclation. the
Young Women's Christien sassociatjon, the
Women's Christinn Temperance unlon, the
sovietles of the Cathotie church, the socies
tles of the Protestant Kpiscopal ehurch and
many other smaller organizations are -
eroun and busy

Vartous denominations muintain puliligh-
Ing houses dolng tmmense volumes of buasl-
nesik, and they elrculate many newspupers
and maguzines. iThe Methodists  qlong
hove fiftoes. ) The great churches we
eplendidly organized, maintadn armics of
preavchers, touckors amd workers amil meaot
annunily In eonference and convent'ons
The young people's socletles have grot
national gatherings with (thowsands of (e e
gaton They make berole efforty  to
evangelize (he hoathon

The weakness of thin grand army e In
these two facts () I is divided Into siecls
whirh do not work in harmony, amd ()
too many of the loead churches are mere
religious clubs, afMording dellghful ssiocin-
tions and rich pristleges for the mem bers,
but not touching the fife of the communs=
ity. This vonditlon ix not within the spirit
wnd purpose of the founder of the chiurvh,
which s in danger of losing s prestige and
its rightful privileges by the negleet of s
duly,

Every church soclety should know (lor-
oughily the locality in which it s pliced
and shorld assume o responsibllity for s
moral condition, especinlly an affecting (he
young, and for the conditiona of 1Ife uf-
fecting the hames, BEvery church should oo
back to an earnest propaganda, and an ine
dividual teaching of the principles of tle
ten commandinents. Every denomination
should support ta individual churches in
these matters. Every church should prooclh
business honesty and falr play, should in-
sist on honest and falthful public service,
and should put these matters as religlous
essentials, Here should be constant, per-
sistent and earnest praver for clly, com-
munity and nation—the enthusinsm of the
church running into patriotism as well as
religion—(putriotic prayer meetings and to-
Yivals if you like,)

There should be natlonal conferences of
all religlous  boddies, for deliberation and
pruyer on sulijects of national honor snd
uprightness, regardless entirely of political
pullcles or preferences.  This would bring
e to the church and would help to bring
purity to the nation. Until the religlous
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forces of the country find the way (o fras
ternizge and to attack these moral probe
Iemu, appropriately  and  efMectively, the
Nehts against corruption will be local and
apa Ao )e

It % not meant that the chureh shonid
sovk (o divtate methoeds or candidates or
in any wouy to contrel public policies, but
eimply  thuat, Hke other organizationn of
cltizens interestted in gowd government, Bt
should be heard aod felt tor the rigla Its
dendness in almost every satruggle for de-
cency s tneomprebeasible, and s coming
Inle thwe straggh pprroprintely and with
s splendid  furces il resources  would
prosage victory Fortitnotely we have an
oxample of whnt & chureh may dJdo, In the
demuand which Bishop Potter and his de
nemination made on the then mayor of
New York City, that & oevtain section of
the oty be made decent for women and
chlidren to live i, Mayor Van Wiek re-
fused 1o Isten—und the appeal wias a0
righteous, so Torceful, sa  proper that it
wenl stmight to the hearts of the poople
and those of all religions pnd of no
refigion responded ta o the dnepired  leaders
shilp and deliveresd pot ondy the district
mentioned, but theé whole elty,

The chureh o n moral orguoization, ewch
of Ite Jeading denominstions covering the
land und having Uie means of combining
thought and effort; aond all professing prin-
clplex which should permit o f'raternlza-
thon. 1L exiats for spiritusl and moral pur-
poses and therefore s intellligence and it
comsclonee should  Le  speclnlly acute to
Eeneral immoraditieg tonding to vitlale the
stundards of living

There I8 no badly or set of sympiuthetlo
bonditg whileh should be so sensitive and
nome which has =uch powers of eopposition
o genernd oyl Tta Inidifferepce to the
prevalence of shocking eriminniity in gov-
ernmoent s a plain indication thal the cone
sclenve of the communitles and of the
mabion I8 asleep—and  Tall  Jdeliverance,
founded as it must be upon aroused and
virile public consclence need nol be cxs
pected In advance of the awakening of tha
church. When lts milllons sing and pray,
“God Hless Our Nauye Land,” wilth ade=
quate fervor of spirit and consistency off
Ife, o pew ora of good government ondy
of civie advanes will come o We pations

New York Clty,

What Caused the Ice Deluge ?

Copyrighted, 198, by T. C. Mo(Tlure.)
HERE uare two brothers that cun-

not survive separation—water and

life.

Water In a chemlcal compogi-

g tion like a thousand others, It
hns 4ts fixed Hmits of temperature, within
which It remains true “water,” the Hguld
thing that is so indispensable to life that
no plant can drive its sap, no heart pump
fta blood without It

Zero—and the water frevzes, becomes
Bard stone. All water on the globe frozen
and the whole wonderful machinery of life
would stop,

Let us imagine the process developing
slowly. The temperature sinks sieadily,
All clouds change Into snow. Snow piles
itself up not only on high mountuin penks,
but everywhere. From all the helghis
slide lco rivers, glaclers, With tremendous
violence the veing of fee burst within the
rocks, fragmenting them. 8o it proceeds
until everything is one fMut Neld of {oo,
one single boundiess Greenland. And In
this fce lles life, Hes humanity, buried ke
the Siberinn mammoths

Those mummoths themselves played a
role in the production of this mental ple-
ture of 0 new lce perfod. A bit of the
nineteenth century musmt be reoslled.

In ita first half the world begun to learn
strunge facts, Far away from the moun-
tainn of granite, geclogy found vast blocks
of granite lying in the flat lunds. Inered)-
ble distances away from the glacler dis-
tricts of today the hard rocks showed the
characteristic brulses and grooves moade
by the sllding sole of the glacler. ¥Evin
the Hmestone and scashell layers of tha
Hmestone hills near Berlin, in the (lat
north German plains, showed that a glgan-
tic glacier onee crept over them.

In the heart of Germany, Franece and
Engluand Iny the bones of animals some of
which still live In the jciest polar regions,
like the musk ox, others of which have
been preserved ax corpaes In the lee of the
porth ke the mammoth ol®phants in north-
ernmost Siberia.

Oid Alplne guldes In Swihtzerland first
uttered the baellef that the sarth oncy mouost
have known & period of cold vas Iy gren
thun thut of modern duys,

Goothe arrives al the same jden. At |
Agossiz knots together the loose 1 | &
tlona and rounds out a pleturc—the ple-
ture of the “glacial period.'”

But Agassiz himeelf still labors under
the spell of Cuvier's teachings of gr at
worfd culastrophes, He tells us that the
‘ast “Eredl catastrophe befare the PP iLr-
amen of man was nol oused by ped-hot
Iava 0 the loterior of enrth, but by Herce
eold, numblng e, The maminoths woera
not botied In scalding waves, but were

hurled living Into lee and snow and thare
froze mis rably Into mummies.

And, ¥ince this was the last act before our
thme, 1t guve the world a hint as 10 what
will happen to i, When the inner heat of
the earth gshall sufMee no longer 1o seize
us with fiery arms and deovour us the lee
glant will come. The winter of the Christ
child, with the lcicles on the pine troes,
betvtomes the angel of dwath for humanity,

Agassiz has been dead for many yenrs,
and the teaching of the glacinl perfod his
undergone many alteratlons

In the first place, painful research, which
heaped pebble on pebble slew.y, proved at
Iast that the glucial epoch constitutesd no
guteral world catastrophe. At no thime had
the entire earth been burked under universal
e,

The lee did cccaslonally sprecd itself out
much farther from the poles than it docs
today, =0 that certuin greut oreas of north-
ern Asin, northern Furvope and northern
Amevica experienced a local glactal period
to a cerinin degree. But it cannot be de-
cided whether or not the fce swopt simul-
taneously from both the North and Sourh
poles. The glacial traces on the ssuthern
hemisphiero of the carth need not noces-
sarily indicate the same hour In world his-
tory as do thoss of (hs northern hemi-
sphere,

Under any ecireumstances there remuined
room cnough for organic life. The mam-
moth of Europe became extinet not be-
causs the lee Killed i, but becaume it
windered away and died out owing
o the moreascd warmth of the earth,
which it eould nol bear,

Aml ancther ereatures that Yved simul-
Iancously with the mammoth on the edge
of the lee remauined in the jand, accom-
modated jteelf to new conditions and sur-
vived through the new time after the lew
perfod o8 bLravely us it had survived the
loo poriod (tsolf and probably a certain
perfod  Lefute thatl. ‘This  creature was
man

in the glacial debris of the ijve period
e his rrst known remalne Al we csn
percelve dimly that thls mighty winter,
instead of being able to _ennibilate the
lepdid oblid of old ratwe, had pinved &

masl dstisive part in the most bmportant
beminnicgs of s mental dovelopment. ’er-
haps It was that tremendous Chelatmns
that gave man the gift of making fire by
nrtiflclal means And with the red fire
flickering on the heurth, theé genlus to
whom the mastery of earthh was destinod
purled forever from the honst

The latewt resourch permils us s g0 &
IMtie fhrther

It s possible thnt this 1t glacial period
in the time of mammath nnd cave man
wig not the first of such phenomenat on
the earth, It I8 possible that similar jce

formations extended mysterfously in earlicr
epochs Into warm lands, This would take
us hack Inta the time of those high-trunked
fern forests whose remains furnish ns with
our conl toduy, and further back still.

nBut the eviaenee Is that even then thae
glacinl perfods were anything elee rather
than annihilating catastrophes.

In the partivulur tirae wnen such an enrly
rerlod of lee occurred, at the end of the
coal perbed, nccording to the belief of prom-
Inent students, o prodiglous, croelal  ad-
viafoe was golng on In the ife of animals
Out of cold-blooded, lizsard-llke roptiles the
warm-hloddad hirds and mammnl: were he-
ginning o develop—animuls that carrled an
equuble, lasting supply of BReat in thoir
own bodices, and In whose skin the lignrd
scales were changing to warm  feathers,
wirm furs

Arnd I was directly through this gift of
warmth that the mental power of animals
was increased immoeasurably. Without 1t
the development of man would not have
bren possible; man, who, later, In the next
ice period, continued the progresa of the
uplifting power of hent by devising the
menns of fire and the making of clothing,

Ever since man hag hna thelpicture of
an lee perlod or of many lee periods before
his eyes he has been serking for the onuse
of them

First there was a simple theory: that the
earth, onee ved hot througsout, then with
n oooling orust lke a vast cinder, was
heated for o long period by the hidden heat
of ita Interlor. This heat deoreased gradu-
ally until the first signe of the cooling of
the old planet became visible with the bes
ginning of the first glacinl epoch.

Bat this theory has been driven into its
Last lalr. Tt hus been asvertulned that we
living things In the earth's surface recelive
na heat from Ha interior. The most slmple
proof ik in the palap roglons

In the loug mouths when they are cut off
from the sun the surface sinks hapale wly
Into the grasp of killing cold, And if there
should be no sun ol all those regions would
be frozen hopelessly. Nothing recehes
them from below to save them, And whint
Is true "“there" Is (rue “heee”

And yel we In America, In Germany, o
Arln have no polar cold, no les period nt
prasent, and this “present” dates boek for
many thousinds of years, Tt I8 the sun
that regulates our temperature It does
it today, und It did it when the gliwclers
crept ever our lovel plakns

In the sun we must seck for the cause of
povindicnl leve fiwes

larskir e voughly at the ecourse of the
earih around the sun, It descrllics a clrelo,
That the world kKnaws since Kopernikus,
But the foner ealculatlon of a Kq-;vl-l-'l‘ (TS
cortalned et the path s mors of the

ehape of the outllnes of an ege. It In am
ellipse.

In an ellipse the sun doeg not stand ex-
actly In the center of the courke, Tha
planet sweeps alternately o litls nearer
to, allernately a little furthor away, from
it

Sl closer and niver enloulntion brought
the prool that this ellipss (taolf wan sose
coplible to still farther odrciliations,. In the
course of thowapands and st thousaonds of
yoears It npproiiches the true cirele nt imea
and it times exaggersbies It alliplical form,

In our days the ollipac Is tame, The dif-
ferenve hetweern aphelion or san distnnos
wnd perihelion or sun-nedrnesa, is slight in
the course of o year,. Whaut the Inyman
fieels as the difference betweon sammer and
winter today s Influepced  only e ig-
niffcantly by that osclllation, 1t Is eoased
by another thing, the position of the sarihi’'sn
ALK,

For some entirely subjective reapon the
enrth stands oblique In its course, nnd
owing 1o this It northern  pole and its
outhern pole alfernately turn away ob-
stinaioly from the sun for months, anl
thus recelyve either none or only wealk,
slanting raym *

But the ellipse does not appenr (o have
been po tame always, It had extremes of
oscillntion. At times the vagaries must
have Interfered declsively with the course
of the seasons on earth,

The hemisphere of carth that happere?
at such times o have winter, owing to the
obllguity of the axis, must have received
#o lttle sun that finally there came & win-
ter w0 flerce, =o long, that the summer that
followed was powerless (o combat It

U'niler the conditfons of today it would
be the southern hemisphers that wouls
suffer, for we In the northern hemisphes
always have summer when we are in sun
distunce

But the position of the axis (tself s nlun
subijoct to periodical changes. We have
exuet culeylations o show them,

The obliguity changes a tiny bit with
every revolution of the old sarth around
the sun

In the course of a certuln number of
thousands of yours thids prodiaces w con-
dition  dlonet e iy apposite o that of
today i the southern hemiaphere wiltl have
fts summer when It gets to sun st e,
and the parth will have winter then

Think now of o Ume, long thoasands of
vesrs agno, when the lengthening of thoe
elipse had reached the extreme point. Bo
it remuined for thovsanids of years, rfop
these preal oscilintions oooupy Immense
periods of time,

Iuring these thousands of yoears the
gouth poleé and the north pole alternalely,

(Lontinued on Vage Mifteen.)




