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Florence Shakes Off Slumber |

OLDEST AND NEWEST BRICK

ONE OF THE FLORENCE LANDMARKS

MODERN MEETING HOUBE AT FLORENCIS

YR the third time within its his-
tory that part of the Imperial
state of Nebroska embraced
within the corporate limits of the
town of Florence has responded
to the quickening touch of commerciulism
gand Immigeation, and n this case as with
the proverb It s belleved that “the third
timo 18 the charm,” for conditiona in and
around Florence promise more for porma-
pent good than ever before, although 1L s
Improbable that the town will ever see
pguin the tide of immigration which came
to it the first thine

Florenvs wus then unknown, but the
Missouri river In 1ts course to the gea hnd
no better orossing than that which was 1o
be found under the Hhluffs where the town
wasd later started, and the rolMng hills
with the twe creeks which flowed batween
them, gave the ldeal camping place, wood
and water In abundance, with exceellent
pasturage for flocks and herds, The firat
to appreciate the naturml advaniages of
ghe site were the Mormens, then on their
pay to “the promisod jund'” The Mos
mong had been driven frum the places
srhere they had hoped o remaln From
Ohilo they had gone Lo Missourl, from Mis-
pourf back to Hinols, and then to lowa,
pver pressing (0 the shores of Lhe Great

Balt lake, where clvilization was to spring
magically almost while all of that country
betwesn Mormondom and the Missourd
river wos & wilderness. It was In the tull
of 1348 that Brigham Young and other Mor-
mon leaders, among them fuather of the
junior senator from Utah, decided that
thoy should proceed across the Wwalers of
the Blg Muddy to the land of promise.
They started from Kanesville and came
to the crossing on the river at what is
now Florence. They crossed to the Ne-
brasks side of the river and then occupisd
what was denominated by them “Winter
Quurters,'' by which the town wus known
as long a8 it had existonce Whtle calling
the place "Winter Quurters,” it wua the
intention of the |eaders of the Mormon
movement W minke the stoppng pluace west
of the river a permanent station on the
route followed by thelr converts from the
older purtlons of the Unitod Stlates to
Utnh, and with this ldea In view & nume-
ber of permanent bulldings were oarected
while the larger part of the first Inhab-
fants lived In hastily constructed shelters
or in tents, of which thers were a8 number
owned by the party For i vear the town
wus inhabited by these Mormons, but the
United Btates, then as now, Jenlous of Its
prerogutive, took exceptions to the en-
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trunce of the Mormons into Indiun countryhad the Arst resident preacher. During
the year and a half of the Mormon settle-
Inhabitants of west- ment these devoted people lald plans for
of the other western A large city. It was currently reported at
stutes Lo the general government, with the that time and mince repeated that there
ardered to were al least 6,000 people in the town
and to sawmill was constructed In which
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break up thelr town on the western bank nutive timber was prepared for houses and
of the ver other necessary articies of lumber,
Thig order wus followed by Immediate Toe Mormons left in 1849 and the town

of the was deserted from that time until Septem-
left by the time ber 2, 184, whan the Florence Town
the United States was ready to eject them, pany was organized This company had
while those who were not prepared to make for ita manager J. C. Mitehell, who went to
across the river the new town to live. The olthar Incorpor-
Couneil ators of the company were J. B

they afterward out- man and B. R, Pegram. The latter

the Utah

recrogsed the

was made

trip. A genaral storo st Councll Bluffs and
river the town site compeany a side lssue,
remalned In Iowa, whers thelr descendants aotive operation of the company
now form o considerunble part of the popu-
lation and
“Reorgunized
of Latter Day Bainta" while a
later came across the river agaln and =met-
tied In the neighborhood of Florence, so first Insertion J. W. Pattison the
of the Arrow, mide a trip to the new town
to colonize the land they were among the site. Writing in his issue of
first colonists, and the Mormon
was, probably,
the town.

chureh 8, the editor sald:
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bein
the hands of Mitehell, who upon that flule
the organisation of advertised for the first time the sule
of Jesus Christ town lots In the new town of Florenca
numbar This advertisement was ecarried In
Omaha Arrow, and the week following its

September




