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HEN the Coloninl Fremlers visited
Englund o honor of the gueen's
dinmond  Jublles, and luter in
honer of King Edward's corona-
tlon, none of them, with the pos-

exception of Bir Wilfred Laurler,

sible
made guch a deop and fuvorable Imprea-

mlon on Englsh statesmen and English
perople as  Richard J. SBeddon, the un-
crowned King of New Zenlund

At 0 garden party given In his honor by
&n Americnn woman wall known in London
socicty, he was the llon of the hour, Hla
dignity, his grave courtesy, his social gifts,
his dintinguished manner, eaptivated every-
body., The greatest men In Kngland were
eager for an Introduotion to him, and [a-
tened deferantinlly to his welghty words,

“Goud for old ‘Digger Dick, " exclalmed
one gray-halred colonial from New Zealand
to anothar who happoned to be present,
*He'r gone nhead with a vengeunes, huen't
hoe? Who would think that the Hon, Richs
ard J. Beddon, prime ministor, privy couns-
cillor, docror of Inwsn, colanial troasurer,
minlster of lubor, minister of defen o, and
&ll the rest of (t—the man whom quecns
and princes delight to honor-—is the mume
Digger Dick' whom you and I know when
he kept a ltlie roadside saloon up in
the mining district, and threw the minuera
out whenevar they Bt too freah. Je's
ERona & lang way alnece then, hasn't he?
From tavern keeper at the gold diggings
to guest of the queen- bravo for ‘Digger

lll(,kl. L]
Bevoral melf-made men rule nationa toe-
flay, but none of them hns had & strangee

or more Interesting career than Hichurd
Beddon, and pone haw fought his way to
the top more bravely under more depress-
Ing clreumstancen. He has beon called the
Dinx of New Zealund, and cortninly he In
Becond only to the great ruler of Moxico
In regard to the period during which |
has wielded practically absolute
over & modern democracy.

Boeddon Is the son of n small farmer In
Lancashl=e, England. He learned the truda
of & mechanical englneer, saved his money
and emigrated to Australin at the ago of
18. He meant to be a rich and successful
man losteand of working for a #winill
In overcrowded England.

When he arrived In Vietorin, In 1563, the
“gold rush" was beginning. Seddon Joined
It and tried his luck at Bendigo diggings,
but galned little except o great reputa-
tion as &8 man able and ready to use his
Nntn, Posscssed of lmmense physical
strength nand a good knowlodge of boxing,
he was always rendy to fight the blgeest
bully on the flelds, -

A woek seldom pamsed without nt le.st
one desperate battle. It was not thut
Beddon was quarrelsome, for he Is & man
of calm Jjudgment and good tempier, but
he hns & struin of chivilry in his nature
and therefore made hlms=elf the champlon
of any miner who was belng bulllsd by a
rougher, stronger man. In  those eiurly
days the Bendigo diggings were luwloss
places, Infested by cx-conviets and the
Ewoeopings  of humuanity “Digger
had to half kill three or four of them be-
fore he made himself respeetod and put n
S8lop to bullylng—at all events, In his pres-
ence,

In 186 gold was discovered In lnarge
quantities nlong the west const of New
Zealand and thithor went Beddon, tile
Flcher than he had left England, But he
had learned one thing—that digging for
Eold Is not the best way of making money
at the gold diggings, He started a saloon
At A mining camp and woon became the
most popular man in the plaes,

First of all, he ron n small shanty on
the roadslde and dispensod & little cheap
rum and whisky. Money rolled In and he
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was soon abla to run a high-clnss saloon
nnd to establish o big mercantile business
when the diggings became more sottled
and clvillzed.

As ut Bendigo, Dick Seddon’s hrawny fist
wan n powerful clvilizing Influence Al-
though n saloon Keeper, he had a horror
of drunkenness Any drunken digger who
entered hig saloon woas speedily gathered
up In his muscular nrme and thrown, neck
and crop, Into the stroets,

1 remember, way back In 188" sald an
old colonlst, “hearing o man in Seddon's
saloon miake a foul remark about 4 woman
In the settlement. ‘Digger Dick' woulted
across the bar, took him by the throat,
throw him to the ground and nearly shook
the ife out of him,
friends, who were

Three of the man's
drinking at the bar,

s cnught hold of him, but Dick shook them

off a8 n terrvier shakes off rats and held
the man down until he took back his vile
words,

“IMek was always chivalrous toward
women. They were safe from Insult even
in the roughest mining camp If he hap-
pened to be thers. He never allowed ob-
fcene storles to be told In his saaloon,
though he didn't object to what he used
to cunll ‘stralght swearing.”

“Hut though he was such a great fighter,
he was always on the side of law and
order. They say he prevented many a riot

and lynehing in the old lawless days, and
did everything in his power to clvillze the
mining districts,

“A8 the years passed by, he grew rich
nnd became the most popular man In the
place. The workingmen swore by him, for
he had been a workingman himself; and,
unlike some of his cliss who rise In the
world, he did not forget hils old friends
when he became prosperous. Even to this
day, when he goes down to the section
wherg he made his money, the chums of
his mining days call him ‘Dick," and talk
teo him as If he were still one of them-
selves."

Beddon Increased his  popularity by
warmly advecating the Interests of the
miners in thelr frequent disputes with the
government ofMeinls, Incidemtally, he was
elected to several loeal offices, and In 1879
wis sent to the New Zealand parllament
a8 Lhe reprosentative of one of the mining
dletricta. He hus held his seat since then
without n break, winning every election

In the old davs politicnl life was streny-
ous In New Zealnnd, Oftentimes, when ads
dressing publle meotings or canvassing for
votes, he wias obliged to

Prove his doctrines orthodox

By apostolle blows and knocks,

New Zealanders are fond of telling how
ho descended from the platform st one
rowdy meeling, w.-:lhlmi through the yelling

Zealand

crowd up to a couple of the ringleaders,
pelzed one with ench hand, drmgged them
from thelr seats, kicking and fighting, and
threw them downstalrs, without anybody's
help. Then he went back to the platform
and calmly finlshed hils speech amid re-
epectful silence,

Beddon soon became recognized as one of
the strongest mon of the radical party
When Premier Balluncs, an able leader of
that party, dled in 1893, everyboly sald
there was no one could succeed him and
hold the party together as he had done
But SBeddon stepped Into the vacant plice
and soon led the radicals to such triumphs
2% they had never dreamed of under Bal-
lance. Since 1898 he has been prime minis-
ter of New Zvaland., Last November his
party was agaln returned to power by a
large majority, whloh will keep him at the
helim until the end of 19%. But he Is not
only premiler; he I8 the lord high every-
thing else of the colony—postmuaster gens=
oral, minisier of labor, minister for native
alfuirs, minister for electric alfa'rs, colonial
troasurer, ole. And for all thess numerous
offices he only draws a salary of £1,00.

When Seddon and his colleagues came
into power they determined, as one of them
has put it, to boe “thorough-paced revolu-
tlonlste."” England's colonial statesmen, as
& rule, try to copy English laws and Eng-
lish institutions ns much as possible. Not
g0 Seddon, “England,”" He Is fond of say=-
fng, “can only teach us what to avold. We
must not allow our country to sink into the
condition of England.”

Hilg policy from the start has been to
tax the big landowners and caplitalists out
of existence by the graduated taxation of
land and Incomes, and to divide the land In
smill lots among the people. His oppo-
nents In the house of representatives sald
such a course was opposed to English prin-
clples,

“I know that,”” retorted BSeddon. “In
England half the people who reach the
nge of 66 nlgo reach the poorhouse, and in
London one person out of five dies In the
workhouse, the hospital or the lunatie asy-
lum, Well may we guestlon the economieo
ard soclal system of which this Is the
product! We want to establish our civil-
fzatlon fn this new land on a broader basis,
In a deeper sympathy for humanity.”

Thus It iz that New Zealand, under Sed-
don's strenuous rule, has become the pet
state of soclalista all over the world and
the “bete nolr'" of all conservative poll-
ticinans.

Se¢ddon boasts that if he ls a sgociallat
he Is also one of the staunchest of Im-
perialists. It ig sald that when the Boer
war broke out he was dissuaded with dlm-
culty from giving himself a commisgion and
going to the front, His old fighting spirit,
which had laln dormant during years of
statesmanship, was rouseds but he had teo
be content with sending 6,000 other New
Zealanders to Boith Africa.

He made & “bad break” by wanting to
send the Maoris, and by advocating
sterner measures loward the Boers. “The
Muaoris,” he sald, in & speech, "know how
to conduct war and how to treat thelr
enemies. They don't trouble about making
prisoners.*’

Beddon is not content with having New
Zealand a prosperous and practically inde-
pendent nation. He wants to make it an
empire with tributary states, With this
object In view, he has already annexed
fevernl islands in the eastern Pacliie to
Noew Zenland, not to Great Britain; and he
Bays heds golng to annex otherg, until he
builds up his empire within the empire.

Dut the achlevement of which he s proud-
est I8 the enforcement of the famous arbie
tration and conclliation act, which has done

awny with strikes and lockouts (n New
Zealand.

The Doleful Merrymaking of Merrie England

HIEN Bir Thomnss Lipton went to
Islatid the other day and
“did the stunis,” he enjoyed him-
self like u boy of 13 and told
overybody that there was noth-
Ing Uke It In all England, He was right.
Coney lsland, the city of pleasure palaces
and neckbreaking sports, has Ita duplicates
all over the Untted Blutes, from New York
to Ban Francisoo, and from Buffalo to Now
Orioans. HBHut It 2 purely an Amorican in-
Ftltution, and the Englishman's eyes bulge
outl with wonder when he geea I

“Lat us go down to Coney and have a
good time on the beuoh" sald a New
Yorker to an English cousin whom he wos
entertnining the other day.

The Engllshman looked {(roubled, but
he ngreed, All the way down In the car he
wias daulet and melancholy, but when he
landed on the beach In the midst of 1,000
plide shows and heard fakirs (o the right of
him and “howlers" to the left of him
volloy mnd thunder, he gaped In open-
mouthed mmugement until his friend had to
drag him from underneath the wheols of a
diminutive locomotive which was mingling
In & light-hearted way with the crowd

“By Jove! he exclaimed. *“It's awflully
Jolly, don’t you know, The people actuully
seem to be enjoying themselves, '

Then Lo succumbed to & viclent paroxysm

Cuoney

of the diseasa known as “Copeyitie"  He
ghot the chutes, yelllng as Budly ns the
boy In the pext seat, He slld down the
corkscrew stalrease on the seat of his
Lrousers Ho rode the bucking bronchos
and galloped on the merry-go-round lle
distinguished hlinself at the shying alley
and, to his huge delight, was presented
with & ganudy cane by the benevolent pro-
prielor, He navigated the sublerranean
river, went down the coal mine., took a
trip to the moon and a voynge under the
sen. He yelled with the fakirs, howled
with the howlors, devoured viast quantities
of clam chowder and pownuis, and at lust
—~most ecstatic moment of all—he “lovped
the loop.*

Then he lay down exhanusted on the beach,
mopped his brow, wnd suld he had bad the
time of his life.

“But what does an Englishman do when
he has a day's holiday In the summer?’
saked the American, “"Doesn’'t he have a
good Ume, tooT"

*No." was the deolded reply, "“he has
the worst time In hin lfe," and the ree-
olloction of many a melancholy English
holiday made the joyam of Cuney fade for
& mamant from the Englishman's face
But the discordant notes of the barkers,
which were a8 muslo to his esrs, recalled

his late
on:

“Take the pltinble case of the average
London elerk or mechanle, earning $ or
B o week. One of his great ambitions s
to have what he calls 'a day at the sea-
side’ al least once a vear,

"For weeks and moniths he looks forward
to this hollday, and saves up money for
=00 cents 1 woeek His wile gets some
now clothes for the children to wenr on
the great ocoaslon, and the children them-
#elves cutl notches on the bedpost to mark
the slow passing of the days towards the
glorious dnte

"When the day dawnms, very lkely it
I8 foggy or ralning;: but the family rush
off to the rallway station, flattering thems-
selves It will be fine at the seaslds. They
Join an excursion,' as they oall it, of per-
haps 100,000 other people, all bound for a
seaside resart 00 miles away. There are
simlilar resorts within fifty, twenty or ten
miles; but they would never dream of
going te one of those Instead,

“The English ‘cheap trippers,’ as the
Ereat array of hollday makers Is called,
have one fixed idea—to go as far as possible
over the rallrond In one day at the cheapest
possible rate. Nothing else seems to mutter
If they can enly achleve that ambition,
Our typical famlly may Llve within ten

adventures, and then he went

miles of Bearborvugh, the best of the
English summer resorts, but they wouldn't
think of going there. The children would
feel that they had been swindled. No,
they must travel down to the other end
of Englund to find a place lufinitely in-
ferlor to Bearborough In every way.

“They struggle like wild beusts for a
soat In the traln with thousands of other
hollday makers. If they don't get onas
they prohal:ly have to stand for five or six
houra. If they do gel one thelr tendercat
corns are trampled upon by the unfortunate
people who nre obliged to stand

“Our typleal clerk may be a qulet, decent
gort of man st ordinary times, but whan he
blossoma out Into a cheap tripper he bLe-
comes ns savage a8 a Bengal tiger. Before
the train has left the staudon he nags his
wife, scolds his children and quuarrels with
two or three of his fellow pussengers.

" 'Four-und-sixpence, return fare,” he
grumbles to the clerk in the booking ofMca,
*The papers sald four bob. What nre yer
givin®’ me? [ want the tickets for four bob.*

*'You won't get them,’' retorts the cleric
‘Stand aside and make way for the crowd.’

*'‘Gimme the ticksts,' shouts the merry-
maker. ‘Blarst yer, who are yer shovin'
ofT'=this to an lmpatient man next In lne

(Contnued on FPage Heven)




