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Course Taken Neoessary to Moot the Bitua-
tion During War

OTHER DOCUMENTS TO BE MADE PUBLIC

Replien of Perry 8,
Asalstant Postmaater
Bristow Are Among

Them,

Henth nand
General

WABHINGTON,: May 3. —Postmaster
General Payne todny made public the reply
of former Fostmaster CGeneral Bmith, o
the charges of 8. W. Tulloch, former cash-
lar of the Washington clty postoffica, re-
garding the posiil sdministration. My
Smith says that he Investigated the al-
legations of {rregularities when they were
made and the evidenoe adduced in moat
capes wias bLelleved to bo a Justification of
the transactions complained of, adding that
the oriticisms Leotrayed o luck of knowledge
of conditions Incldent to the Spanish war
and Lthe moasurss necsssary to meet the re-
quirementa,

Mr. Payne sald today that Mr. Smith's
lattor practioally closes the Tulloch inel-
dent, although other documents on the sub-
Joct will be made publie later, These In-
cluda the repliss of Former First Assistant
Postmaster General Heath and of Fourth
Amistant Postmaster Genernl Hristow, the
report on the former Investigution of the
Tullooh chatges to which Mr, Smith refers,
and the raporis of the postoffice lnapectors
who Investigated the Washington postoffice,
owlng 10 the great volume of the docu-
ment, Mr. Payne sald that all of the docu-
ments except Mr. Heath's roply will be
briefed, although the documents themsnslves
will be open to publlie inspection If wanted,

The firat answer of Mr. Smith to the
Tullech charges will not b made publie
Mr., Payne axplalned today that Mr. Smlth !
had forgotten about Mr. Tulloch's charges |
and tha investigution he ordered und that
until the papers were pctually found by
Mr. Francis W. Whitney, secretary to Mr.
Payne, It was not known that the charges
lind been Investignled at the time. Thess
papers showed thut AMr. Smith divided the
charges inte groups, noting directiona for
Investigation as to each group and Fubme.
quently recordiog agalnst each group the
resuits of the Investigution. Those rasu.ts
constituts “the exhibit 1o which Mr. Smith
refers in his jetter,

Mr. Payne sald that Mr. Smith In his

lettor, hadd entiroly forgotten the Tul-
! charges and did not recall the name
or the fact that he had investignted the
charges. Mr. Smith's second letter, In full,
7 Text 6f Mmith Letter. '
- May 27, 108 —Henry .
lim“{n Gcn;iﬂ:I. ‘Wuhlnrlon.
am pt of your jetter
th inet., Inclosing o of a letter
t0 you by Mr. 8. . Tulloch,
reapecting the conduct of the PostofMes de-
partment and the Washington elty post-
ol?eo during the years fand 1599,
nurlv. I bag to say that the s -
tions of irregularities made by Mr. Tulloch
on his retireshent from hisa position of
casliler of Lhe olty toMices were duly
neknowledged at the time and the faots in
[T re asvertained. he result of
that evxamination was bm od In u flull
exhibit of the allsgod irregularities und of
® sxplanations in ench Instance, which |s
’n filo In the departmont. To this exhibit
refer na embraci " rurucular and de-
led anawer lo*ﬂ Tulloch's statementa.
ithout undertaking to repeat here f(ta
rpaciﬂa and minute evidences, let me say
n gensral terma that in most cases it pre-
ts what was sald to be o justiication of
the transactions complained of. The trans-
actions ¥ Erew out of the conditions
Inclden to the operation of the Bpanish
erificiame betrayed a want of
both of the conditions and of
adopted to meel thelr require-
war was declared on April B,

knowied
Hl&

Ne Fanda Avallable.

Within a fow weeks an army of 350,000
en was maised and organizged In camps.
t became necossary to provide al once
for the wombo‘rt handling of the malls of
this large y of soldlers and their mil-
friends at home. Any fallure to do so
would l!utl,r have excited univorsal oou-
demna . Al the outset no special ap-
g:adprhtlou waa available and the means
to httgru\rldﬂ from the general postnl

appropriations. Afterwards congress mud
n ltg?eul n&prggﬂ&thn for the mlllmlr;

F" A oxpended entirely at
he discrstion of the postmaster general.
In muunh the demanda of the mservies
In making good out of dBne fand what
been temporarily and  unavoldably
drawn from the other. changes and frans.

fo and lal employments were made
which mlmreuul be understood by those
w had only an Incomplete knowledge of

Machinisis on Fayroll.

It was found sipedient as a matier of
practical adminiatration 1o treat tne camps
and a warde for 4 ume the oflloes of
Yorto Rico us branches of the Washington
oflies, a8 those of Cubsa were irealed us
brunches of the New York oMice. This In-
voived the enrollinest of the men employed
for Porto ico on the Washingten roll for
rntign amnd some of the extru Waip nneded

& department was provided f0F in the
same way. Oul of these [(mols {gnoranuy
graw pome of the allmgutions of irregular-
::5. Compared wiln tie magnitude 31 Lhe

Mtary wsorvice, not many new appolut
menly were mode. It was the pollcy of the
de ment 1o selept tradned and expur-
fonced men already In the service pna detall
thiem o the miitary aod Isluod wark,

PUring two Yours Cougress appcopttated
Sl ws wor e miitary postal sarvice (o be
expended st the discretion of hy powt-
master general. Of thls amount 3, ved o
was apent and the remainder, 320,550 W "wra
govered Luek Into the Ltressury.

HBome referetive had been made 10 the fact
that & feow machioisls appearsd o e en-
rolied on the elerioul yoli. This may have
grown out of vhe of my actd  Afler exam-
ining the sutjoct | determined to cut down
the annual rentul of canvelling macihines
used in the postoffioes of the counliry o an
extent which «Mectod & saviag of about
Lo o year b3 the wggregele 1o the govs
ernment. 1o conslderavun of this lurge re.
duotion the department agreed Lo take cars
of machines, This requlred thres or
four machinlsie, bo should
oioe to ofMee for the purpose, and direction
was glven that the achinists  already
tamilinr with the work should be empleoyed.
1 s frank Lo say that | do not now recall
r-ll'l how they were enrolled, but it was

hought that It could be lawrlully done in
exempted pincea and o more red tape or
forin was allowed to stand in the w of
what was belioved tu be for the go of
tha servioe,

cxamination of the nrlleged frregu-
larities In Lthe comnection of the department
with the Washington office an  already
stated jJustified most of them, 1 should not
be altogothier onudid i I did not may that
tn some oases | was nol thoroughly eon-
vinced of the ty of the transactions
Those guestionable trausuclions eonsisied

for the purt of placlog on the roll a
few persons, the need of w services
was not clearly shown.

When thote developed the proper officars
wore instructed ugt every  procecding
which opuid not justified should be
remodied and stopped.

Subject of Insesilgntion.

I s proper for e o add that Mr
Tulloch's allegetions were the subject of
an indspendent and scarching investigs-

(Continusd oa Niliun Fageg

travel fram

| Of fifteen feet eight inches, n rise of seven |

places. The gnuge at the Hannibal bridge
regiviers fourteen fest and eight Inches
abuve Jow water mark, which places the
walter one fool and slght inches above the
danger line of thirteen feat

Obmerver Cover of the weather station
predicts ihat the water will reach a sage
of eighteen fest, which will muks tha flood
one of the worst known In yearn. Predlo-
tlons of Observer Cover are based upon tele-
graphioc reports received showing that the
Missisulppi river in rising at all points north
of Hannibal, up to 8t Paul, Minn.

BURLINGTON, Ia., May #1.—The river
here s ten feet five Inches above low water |
mark and ls rapidly rising, The wuter ia
nearly on a level with the Diamond Joe
frelght house. The lowiands of [llinols are
Nonded for milese and many acres of efops

are rulned. A heavy, cold rain has been
falllng sll day.
LA CROSSE, Wis, May SL—While mov-

Ing furniture In & boat from his home, ino-
Inta? by floods, Paul Jicker was drowned
today. Water has passed the government
danger lino and Is riping rapldly. n the
north side many small hot nre alloat
and two feet of waler standa In  many
houses. - La Crosso |s surrounded by water
and a rise of anothor foot will fnundata
the wholerale quarter. Rallroads at Grants
Crossing are under waler, Many people
narrowly escaped drowning. today,

KEOKUK, Ia., May 31.—Both the Missis-
sippl and the Ides Molnes rivers have
reached and passed the danger line here
und are fowing over the Missourl bottoms.
Severnl thousand acrea of crops have been
destroyed. The Pgyptian leves, guarding |
ndditional thousands of acres may be over-
topped tonlght. Alexandrin is flooded. Al
trains south and west of Keokuk have been
nbandoned,

QUINCY, III, May M.—The Misalssipp!
river at this point tonight reached a stage

Inches aince morning. The lowlands here- |
abouts are under water and as a stil) |

higher wtage 18 sure to follow, the damage
wlill be great

PACKING PLANTS

South

IN DANGER

8t. Joseph Getn n Taste
of High Wnater in the
Minsouri,

8T. JOSEPH, Mo.,, May IL—President J.
C. Letts of the Commercin] club has called
A mass meeting for § o'clock tomorrow
morning to tender men, money and boats
to all points needing assistance,

The six blg packing planta fh South St
Joneph are In The Missourl rf
T R S e S
ing nll bottom lands.

Mayor Borden laft tonight on a special
Tock Island train for Topaka with 300 men
and twenty boata All possible assistancs
will he afforded that stricken ety

About twenty-five acres of Jowlands near
the poacking housea in Bouth Bt. Josaph
are flooded. Numerous small truck farms
are rulned. The loss In this vieinity will
amount to about §600,000.

HUGE [IRISH DEMONSTRATION

Thirty Thousand Participate in Clos-
ing Fvent of National
Leagune Convention,

LIVERPOOL, May 2.--The convehtion of
the Irlsh Natlonal league, which opened
yesterday, closed today with a demonatra-
tion by 30000 Irishmen. T. P, O'Connor,
M. P,, who presided, referring to the faoct
that Irish votes saved the government
from defeat over the London education
bill, sald:

‘““The English people must realiee that
Balfour is premier by virtue of the Irish
vote, If they are At to rule England, they
mre also fit to rule Ireland.”

RICS IS SENTENCED TO DEATH

Fllipine Insurgent Leader and His
¥Followers Convieted of
Murder,

MANILA, May #l.—Ruperto HRios, ths
tanatical Tilipino leader in, the province of
Tayaban, who was captured about a month
ago, hus been convietad of murder and
sentenced to death. Twenty-seven of his
followers niso were convicted and sentenced
to various terms of Imprisonment.

A detachment of scouts has defeated and
peattered the Oaniguf Island Insurgents,
killing elghtesn of them. Thin, it s be-
lleved, will end the opposition to the gov.
ernment in that place,

ALMOST A THOUSAND KILLED

Reporis Fatalities
Earthganke in Asintlo
Turkey.

_—

LONDON, May I —-The Britlah consul st
Ersoroum reports that an oficlal estimats
places the number of persons killed in the

Conaul on in

'ing it on all wides. - p

jand Bigelow and near Forest City high

speeding towatd Cmahm In their special
tfaln anxiety over the eontinusd rains and
floods which have subjected rallroads to &
suprume teat Inoreases. While the Unlon
Pacitlie, over which the president I8 now
traveilng, has thus far been spared ser-
fous hardship, apprehension ecannot alto-
gether be allayed In view of the threaten-
ing situstion that continues and the grave
results that already have befalien soine of
the roadsa. Only yesterday reports reached
Omaha that the big Burlington bridge over
the Des Molnes river at Ottumwa had gone
out and that the Missourl Pacific bridge
rpanning the Platte river at La Platte had
shared the same fate. None of the Omuha
toads has thus far had to report any loss
of life, but the properiy losa is already
significant, The most vigilant efforts are
belng exerted by all the local rallroad men
to avert mors serfous disaster. It Is un-
fortunately mot a question, however, of
what the ralironds ean do, but of what the
raging waters may do.

The Burlington, Missouri Faoific and
Rook Island are the groatest sufferors up
to this time. The Rock Island for two
days has boen so completely at the mercy
of the floods ma to have practically aband-
oned its serviee, It Is still running trains
between Omaha and Dea Moines, but s not
attempting It east beyond Des Mglnes, nor
weost beyond Omahba. Its Chloago-Denver
business s belng handled by the North-
western and Union Paclfic and the B, &
M. Is stil bauling Its trains from this
e¢ity to Lincoln, The Rock Island tracks
at Fairbury and other places are under
water. In the state of Iowa It Is submerged
nlro,

Blg Pridge Goea Out.

The B. & M., whilé¢ crippled somewhat by
high water at Plattmnouth and in thas
vicinity, is managing to run Ita trains be-
tween h and Lincoln without mserious
difioulty and s maintaining Ita service
wesit to Denver. In fact the B. & M. In
not among the worst sufferers, but the
Chieago, Burlington & Quincy s, It 1s
practically at the mercy of the rging
Dea Maolues viver in lowa, and therefore
unable to pull its trains through from Chil-
ougo, excopt by roundabout route. Yes-
terday afternuen the turbulent Dos Molnes,
which hias been on the rampage for peveral
days, I8 reported to have swepl
away the blg Dbridge which spans
it at Ottumwa. The train for Omaha
had evidently just passed over the bridge
when It went out. A passenger who ar-
rived at the local Buriington statlon said
he saw the big structure gradually yielding
to the tremendous forces that waere press-

F

to. convinee me that It was golng and to
make me foel glnd that I was over It. There
was some talk of running & heavy frelght
train out on the bridge to hold it In place,
but this idea was dropped when it was
seen with what foroe tho river was beating
against the bridge™

This was a double trmeck, stesl bridge,
half & mile long and a very valuable struo-
ture. .
Telegraph dispatchea from Ottumwa, how-
ever, mike no mentlon of the loss of the
bridge,

Has to Change Its Route.

The Burlington has had to change Ita
route to Bt Louis and Kansas City. Omaha-
Bt. Louls tralne now have to go by way
of Chariton and Creston and down through
Keokuk, while those running from here to
Kansas City must travel east over the “Q"
a8 fur as Charlipn and then drop down hy
way of Leon, striking the regular route
agaln at Bt. Joseph. The chief obstacles on
this line are in the vicinity of Hamburg

waters obstruct the Kansas City trainas,
The B. & M. reporta freedom from serious
condition &t Plattsmouth, although the
waler was sald to have been gradunily
rising there last night

The Missouri Puacific had a train inte
Omaha yesterday, but was compelied to
abandon ity night traln out because of the
destruction of the bridge crossing the Platie
river at La Platte. The Platte ia reparted
to be steadily rising and the situation is
being watched with conslderabls Lppre-
hennlon,

The Wabash traine yesterday weare nearly
on time, arriving and departing. but at
night a report stated that the Eime Mool
which submerged the Burlington trncks at
Harlem, Mo., hnd pot the Wabash under
water and It was thought that tralns would
be unable to gel past that point.

Four Fortunate HRoads.

The Milwaukes, Illinois Central, North-
weatern and Elkhorn have thus far been
fortunate. The twe former report no an.
noyance excepl the nocessity in moms cases
to slow up slightly Becauss of threatan-
ing conditions, but both are running on
§ood time. The Northwestern has en.
countared some high waters near Bloux
City that made It necessary yaaterday to
,run the Twin City train on the west side
of the river instead of the sast side aas
usual, The Eikhorn has had landsiide |
somewhere on the Honestes] routes, but no

serlous results are reported at local quar-
ters.

earthquake In the Van distriet of Asiatie

| Turkey at 560, while the loss of cattle was
| inenleulable, as owing to the lateness of
the spring » large majority of the anlmals
wero indoors. Nearly a mseore of villages
were destroyed and many more were par-
tially demollshed. The center of the selamic
disturbance wae In the neighborhood af
Mt Glpan

WILL SIGN COALING TREATIES

Cuban Representatives Will Close Up
the Matter During the
Fresent Week,

HAVANA, May Il.—Fresident Palma has
Informed the representative of the Asso-
ciated Fress that the coaling station leasss
will be signed pext week. He says the
matter will not be delayed because of the
absence from Cuba of the secretary ot
state, as Secretary of the Treasury Montes
will act In Senor Zoldo's place

Objeet te Oplum Framchise.
MANILA, May 3. —Opposition is develop-

ing to the plan providing for the sale by
the of

from the Islands, assorting

—y—

Iunmum, -

that fts use
is apreading and working great lnjury o

Ax for the Unlon Pacific, it {» practically
free from trouble exoept on fis Kansas
| Puclfic branch, which s of course in.
undateld In many places by the floods that |
are raging in Kansan. It is abandoned and
the trafMc s being sent through Omsha
on the main line. As to its ablilty #o ger
the president and party safely through
from the west to Omaha, offclals of the
ocompany express no doubt so far as they
can upeak from conditions now. The presi-
dential tratn, which does not stop  ut
Omaha any length of time, In due here
Tuesday moming at 3 o'clock. Offcials ot
the company last night sald thelr reports |
of it were all right and that it would get |
Into Omaha safely unless some very un.
expected misfortune arose In the mean-
time.

Testerday was a trying time for depot
oficials, At the three stations these men
had thelr woes. People steme! to have
lost sight of the fact that the distorted
rivers and raging foods had got clear

the Times from Kausas City, Kan., by way
of Leavenworth, at J o'clock this morning,
mays that tweniy-heven men were on the

Kansas river when It went down, and all
of the men ware drowned.
many persons saw the men drown.

“I maw timbers mm ces ) from (b :
m!rn out entirely, ‘maw enough it S

| s expected to arrive this morning. The

Are on Unlen Pacific Bridge Over
Kansas Fiver When It
c.'lm"t

KANBABR CITY, Juns L.-A message to

Union Paclfic bridgs which spanned the

It s sabd that

CARS TUMBLE INTO OCEAN

Large Number of People Injared In
Wreck on Seuthern
Faeitie,

BANTA BARBARA, Cal, May l.—Nearly
forty persona were lajured, acoording to re-
ports recelved today, by the falling of four
conches of 1he Bouthern Pacific south-
bound overiand llmited passenger Lruin
down a foriy-foot embankment Into the
Paciio ocean last night

The derallment odeurred near Rinecon,
where the tracks run along a high clift
overhanging the cesan. Word was sent to
Bants Barbara and Los Angeles and aps-
cinl trains went to Rincon, The more se-
varaly Injured were taken to Los Angeles.
Many persons were wadgoed under the cars,
but the conches were partly foated Ly
the sen, so ‘hat the prisonera were not
crushed fatally.
The severely Injured:
Mrs. Nelson Johnson, Fort Madison, i
bratsod and cut abouyt hed.
Mra, J. C. Bmith, Los Angeles; both arms
crushed, must be ampuiated at shoulder,

. W. Grady, Lawton, Okl; cut and
brulsad.

J. B Creston, Ia.;
brulsed. ’

Mra. J. E: Carr, Creston, In.; brulsed.

Mrs, Alice Stebbens, Ithaca, N, Y.i head,
face, arms and hands eut and brulsed,

Mrs. J. M. Cosay, Fort Madison. 1a.; cut
and brulsed about head, Internally Injured,
Reobert Caney, brigised and put.

Carr, cut and

Five-year-old son of Mps. y, slightly
out. e + .

Nelson Johnson, Fert Madison, Ia.; badly
hurt aboyt hend and shoulders.
Train Agent O, M, right
e :

shouldar
and back Injured. . p
Tt i not known
wreck, as no If
the dark-ess it

s
s

puksing over them, |
Baveral other cars left the track, but did
not go down the bahk. *

PRESIDENT HAS BUSY SUNDAY

Attends Chorch (n Moraning and
Vinite Senator Warrea's
Ranch Later.

CHEYENNE, Wyo., May 3l.-—Presldent
Roosevelt was on the go most of the day,
This morning he was Ariven to the First
Meothodint church, where special services
for the president were held. At the close
of the mervice carringes were taken to tha
home of Vormer Senator Carey, where
luncheon was served In the aftermoon a
long procesaion of carriages, headsd by the
president and party, startad for Banator
Warren's yanches, fourtesn miles south of
Cheyonne. Here the routine work on one
Wyoming's lurgest ranches was shown tis
party. At 6 o'clock supper was servel,
after which the start for Cheyenne was
made. When the president reached his
hotel st 1 o'clock tonight he was In jubl-
lant spirits and remarked that he was look-
ing forward with great pleasure to the
frontler exhibition to be held tomorrow
morning.

Previously to starting for the Warren
ranches, the Eagle's Lodge of Cheyenne
prosented to President Roosevelt a rhem-
bership in the order.

Becretary Moody, who has besn with the
presidential party since It entered the stats,
left today for Washinglon,

SEVERAL FEET BELOW DANGER

Missourl River Does Not FPromise fto
Make Any Troukle at
Omaha.,

—_—

The Missouri river at Omaha In the
twenty-four hours anding Buniay morning
at § o'clock had risen 1.8 of & foot, but the
watar s still nearly five feet below the
danger point.

The Sunday reports received at Omaba
do not Include river resdings from polets
wouth, and the only report recelved from a
Missourli river point was from Sloux City,
where the water waa twelve feet above low
water and five feet helow the danger point

Reports from points north show [little
ralnfall, and therefore the local wealhesr
bureau predicts that the river will not go
much higher at Omaha,

MASONS TO MEET WEDNESDAY

Nebraskn Grand Lodge to Have An.
Sossion In Omahs
This Week,

The annual meeting of the Masonle grand
jodge of Nebraska will be held at Masonio
hall, this city, Wednesday, June . Grand
Muaster Nathaniel M. Ayres of Beaver Clty

grand lodge will assemble at 4 o'cloek
Wednsseday afternoon and econtinue for
three ar four days. A number of prominsnt
Masons are already In the clty to sttend
the moeting,

Movemenis of Ooean Vossels May 31

At New York—Arrived: Astoria, from
Glaagow and Moville, Holivia, from Pal-

beyond the control of even depot offclals.

Appenl te Clvie Federantion,

BT. LOUIS May 3. <At an execulive
meoting of the (Mvic Federation, which was
heid st the Mervantile club, at which Ralph

government an  exclusive oplum M. Easiey. secretary of the Nationsl Clvie
corperation  The Evangelical unfon s ' Federation, was present, & commitiee from |
urging that oplum be entirely excluded | the Preight Handlers' union requested that

their differences be adjustied The matter
was placed in the bands of the conclllation
SR L

ermo and Naples; Cyrmic from Liverpoo)
und Queenstown; Oportia, from lLisbon and
Asores; Manltoy, from London and South-
ampton; Umbria, frem Liverpool and
QUOrTIRLOW T,

At The Lisard—Pased: La Champagne,

nl i‘ f..“j: b l.'

These Are Able to Fuce the Ourrent snd
Work Proceeds Rapidly. [
|

GREAT DANGER AT KANSAS CITY, KANSAS

Stoek Yards and Packing Plants
Under Water and Men Work All
Night Resouning the Live
Stook,

—

TOPEKA, Kan.,, May 3L.—Therw is ground
for hope that the worst Is passed. Bo
troacherous has the Kansas river proved
itselr tonight in the rise of Lthe water, so
slowly as to be Imperceptible Lhe five-mile
stream Is setiling Into ita vighttul ochan- |
nal. Up and down the oficial gauge hrul
fMuttered all day, tonight, however, City
Engineer McCable fssued w bulletin giving |
out the cheering Intelligence that the wat
ors had subsided to the extent of exactly
7% Inches, It may beo a few hours Lefore
another drop may be noticed. With 17
to 200 lives lost, mililons of dollars of prop- |
erty destroyed, hundreds of pistol shots nn
signals of distress, blended with the
sgonising ories of unwilling Inhabitants of
tree tops and roofs of houses and the wat-
ers croaping upward and then alowly sub-
piding and alternately changing hope to
despalr. the capital city has passed the
moat memorable sabbath day of its exist-
ence. To all this djscomforting condition
of affairs was added the presence of a cold,
dismal rain. The ardor of the rescue
work of the herole rescuers ‘was not
abated in the lsast by the conditions which
eonfronted them for long dreary hours,
knee deep in water and sometimes In water
up to their necks, they worked with might
and maln. Tonilght they ean proudly point
to 300 or more rescusd ones who otherwlse
might have been swapt away in the cur-
rent. Briefly stated, the present mndllloni
of the flood Is this:

Summary of Conditions,

One hundred and seventy to two hundred
people drowned.
Bight thousand people without homes,
Four-milllon-doliar loss of property de-
stroyed.
Tdentifled dead, five; fonting bodies seen,
twernity; people misaing, 200, :
Housea burned, result of fire In lumber,
from sincking lime,. probuhlr.m
Banks collapsed, two.
stores flooded. two.

wimont mq to
: ; dx:
Rock’ Island trains containing 150

sengers held here by high water,
Clity water worka plant useless,

pon-

ORRVILLE RUPP,
TWO RUPP GIRLS
G. H. GARRETT'S -YEAR-OLD BON,
TWENTY UNIDENTIFIED BODIES.

Estimate lLoss of Life.

Lsaling men have made a careful ex-
amination of the flovod and all Its condl-
tions and as a result of their Inveatigation
they give 20 as the probable number of
lives lost. A more conserviative estimate
placesn the number of dead at IT6. The
higher number s as likely to be correct
ax the lower, The number of dead Is
merely a matter of estimate. Members of
rescuing parties tell how they saw peopls
drop from houses only to be awept away
by the food and others tell of men who,
terrified at the approach of the fire, dropped
into the water, where they sank and did
not reappear. This estimated number of
dead does not Include the largs number
classed as missing who cannol otherwise
be accountsd for, nelther does it Includs
the number who are supposed to have lost
their lives In the fire. In the latter class
there Is abeolutely no means of arriving at
even an approximate number of victims.
The watler s so high and the current so
strong that =)l that can be done now I8
to rescue those in the bufldings surroundasd
by water., It will be at least three days
before the correct number of dead will be
degided upan.

’
Steam Launches Effective,

Work of resculng the victims of the
flood ia being pushed forward with vigor
Betler resuits have characterized the ef-
forts of the organiged forces since 4 o'clock
this afterncon than during all the preced-
ing twenty-four hours. Two lttle steam
lsunches are now puffing up and down the
river picking up survivors. A larger steam-
boat I8 expeoted here by a smpecial traln on
the Rock Island within tweniy-four houra
It possible to run the train the boat will
be brought to & point two miles above
the eity and there launched,

A trainload of amall boats were In use
today, but they were useless tonight, bat-
tiing agalnst the mighty current

A wire oable Bas been stretched acroas
the Kansas avenue bridge. To this will Le
attached s sand dlp, and refugees will be
brought across in this manner. If the
flood does not rise further and thoss not
yat reached can keep thelr places o fow
hours longer, there need not necensurily be
a much larger loss of life.

Large contributions have alresdy heen
received for the benefit of the sufferers
The amount given by Topeka citizens alone
will aggregate $100,000. To thia is to be
sdded unu immense quantity of clothing,
provisions and general supplien. Outside
towns have generously offered ald, notable
among which Is Galveston, Tex

and there s o slgn of velief, but
continued  lns do wot lénd too
much NESNrInee.,

The nrrival of several steam and

garoline lnunches has  facllitnted
the rescue of psople Imprisoned In
{ the bulldings of the fiooted dis
& et rowbonts having been fouiul

incapable of facing the current.
At Kansus City, both on the Mis.
sourt and Kansas shle, the con-
ditlons have grown worse. Fifteen
people are known to have Dbeen
drowned and several tires are now
burning in the flooded distriet

1 In lowa the condition shows
slgng  of improvement at Des
Molues, but on the lower river

they are worse, The death list st
Dex Molues is now placed at seven,

"—0—0’-‘““““ -

the Melan bildge, the only way of reach-
Ing North Topekn, has gone oul and an
effurt will be made to strelclh & wire cuble
noross the gap.

All of the pontoon bridges on the north
elde were washed out early this morning
and the only possitile chance of reaching
the survivors then was by boats.

Bhortly after daylight nine bopts arrived
from Miawa on a special train and they
wora put luto actlve service at once, Soon
after reporis -of drowning began to come
in. A boat containing elght men was swept
away In the swift current about 7 o'clock
and as far ar known all were drowned., A
boat contalnipg two men Was, capsised.
The boats were too frall to Jive In the
ewirling wators.

More bonts artived from Emporin at 10
o'clock” and hurry messages had been sent
to other towns for more. The river re-
mnained stationary after having fallen seven |
inches. Heavy ruins were reported fl‘om:
up the stream, however, and It was feared
that another rise would set In. Eighty-
soven people are high and ary in the Flg«l
elevator If the bullding holds together
they will be rescued. In the B street col-
ored Baptist church nearly 1 people hawe |
betn atanding since yesterday. Many of ,
thém have doubtiess fallen from exhaustion |
before this and drowned. The bullding
stands Intact, however, and those who are
left allve may be rescued.

-l

Swall Boats Useless,

As seon from a high place on North Tyler
street, noar the Rock Isinnd bridge, the
stréeam appeared to be widening, Tha

last night, but it was getting very shaky.
The irrent wis with an ine

R

swamped. Hvan IL they could swecessfully
traverse the whirling, eddying stremm for
a Wile, they would bé almost dure to be
overturned by striking sgainst houses nnd
other wrechkage.

North Topeka In o scene of utmost deso-
lation. Not a square foot of land can be

bridge had ngt gone out, a8 was reparted | factory district and po effort ls made to

Water Works Company Likeiy to Be Foroed
to Olose av Any Time

LEVEE BREAKS AND FLOODS COMMONS

About Kvening the River Commencen
to Recede and Gives the Ntrleken
Ones a2 Ray of Hope of
Rellel.

DES MOINES, Ia., May M.—Late this «.
ternoon the rellef authoritites announced
that they were confronted with a food
and fuel famine. Meat markets all over
the ity declare they have but two or
three days stock on hand. Theare I8 no train
entering the oity and no prospect of get-
ting a shipment of freight Into Das Moines
In lems than three or four days. Hulkeries
are over-taxed an a result of the demand
of the 6,000 flood refugees Lhrough the re-
et umcllllml.

The temperatire of the past thres days
has been such as 1o cnuse groat suffering
anid to threaten great loss of Wfe throuxh
exposure. Now It transpires that there
Is but & meager oonl supply and that the
light and power plant and the waterworksa
hnve an lnsuffclent supply. Roads are fm-
passable for team hauling and no coal can
be shipped in. Al the water company's
office this nfternoon It wam stated that the
dtuation was alarming. Notice was pent
to every realdent In the cliy to draw an
extra supply of water to provide against
the closing of the plant.

Owing to the brealiing of another leves,
the commone on which sixty tenis were
placed for flood refugees was Nooded, com-
pletely submerging the tenis. Tha oo-
cupants escaped.

Seven Faialliles,

Onece more hope has owen Inspired in
the breasts of the 6,00 flood refugees by
the report that the river had begun slowly
to decline. After rising all night, & fnll of
two inches was noted beiween 8 o'olovk
and noon. The condition of the suferers
bas been slightly allevinted by the Letter
organisstion of the rellef forossa. Hit
isointed instances of axtreme need of food
huve been discovered and thows who were
Jiving In tents have néarly all been re-
moved to places of comfort In publie bulid-
ings. The need of Lod covering s sthil
imperutive. Not a wheel In turning in the

open any business houses. Lioats afford the |
w W'““ . 1 :

North, South aad Eamt D

i ™ ‘ ook g g
perilous. ar ns_ls K n but o
nuthenilcated fatalities have occirfed. Re-
ports of a meore more have been recelved
from that seotion of the city that is
off from communication, but cannet
verified. . . ) Uy :
Tha Northwastern opsrated one

econ N any direction. There Ia but a

period. Bherry, Oakland nnd the region

what remains of the Kansns avenue bridge
has been abandomsd. Boats will be taken
in wagons to a pelnt near Auburndule, a
suburd two and a half miles southwest
Thay will then be launched and allowed to
float with the current to points whare peo-
ple ars to be rewousd. Thin plan, of course,
will Invelve much danger to the rescuers,
but this fe Joat slght of In the desire to
help the unfortunats ones. It is impossible
to force boats through the currents,

Rainas Pat Out Fires,

Nearly all the fires have been put out by
the heavy rain which has been falling
nearly all night, The sky was overcast and
the rain bid fair to continue all day. It
was s00n recoguized that rowboats would
be of no usa In battling with the currents.
Bteam launches must be secured at once
and to this end rush messages were sent
to the superintendent and agent of the

small chance of any of the residonces be- |
ing left standing at the end of the ﬂond'

of the city limits today, mall belng con-
vayed to it in a bont. The Rock Island
trying to get trains through to the west
Thy main lne east s tied up. The M-

about the Reform school north of North | waukee Is also making spasmodie attempts
Topekna, are all under water, but the sit-, Lo operats tralnes.
untion I favorable In these pluces com- |
pired with North Topekn. |

The plan of tryifg 1o cross the river near | The water and electrio light and powar

The Great Western,
Wabashh and Burlipgton roads have com-
pletely abandoned their llnes In this olity.

plants are still running., but it is only by
the employment of saveral hundred men to
man pumps and work on the lsvesn

For over two daye it has ralsed eonn-
wtantly and the mercury has stood close to
the freezing polnt. Beorss of men, women
and children have spent hours at & Ums
In eoaking wet gwrments, sitting on the
roofs of thelr homes awnlting the arrival
of the rescuers. The Inst of thass was
romoved at 10 o'clock. More fatalities will
result from exposure than from drowning.
The property loss will mount up Into the
milllons. The situation at Ottumwa and
other points on the Des Moines river be-
low here is lttle better.

Thieves Are Busy,

At & o'clock tonight the water In the
Des Moinea river had declined fourtesn
inches from its maximum height of twenty-

| Rock Inland at Bi. Joseph and to Mayor

Bergunthal and to the secretary of the
Commercial club as follows:

Topeka wants three to six steam launches
or twelve or elghtesn pclinker-bullt row
boats, with men to handle, sent here by

special train at once, t -
ﬂﬁn Ly ce, o resoue peopls In

The sgent was ordered to load the train
it once, mecure a clear track and procesd
to Topeka. The traln was to feol {ts way
as far an posalble on the submerged tracks
and the boats would bé launched, Topeka
citigens guarantesd all the expenses under-
taken, It was sxpected that the luunches
could reach here ahbout 4 a'cloek, in which
event many of the people on the north sids
could yet be paved, Bouts were recelved
here on & number of special tralns run by
the Missourl Pacific and the S8anta Fe over
elrcultous routes, bul the current In the
river seamed to be growing more poworful
every minute and they were powerless (o
cope with (1. Meanwhile the bheleaguered
ones  were belug encouwrnged as far as
punpible to hold on a little longer in the
hope that rescue would soon be effected.

No Food SNianee Friday.

_The eighty-five peopls In the Page ele-
vator in North Topeka were in deaper.ite
stralts for food, having had nothing to eat
uince lamt Friday, AL I0 o'clock two boatl
loads of provislons were started to them.
They had not yet reached the elevator after
engaging In & hard battle with the waters
for over an hour.

Formar FPolliceman E. N, Capron just re-

Tonlght the pertion of Topeka not af-
feoted by the flood {8 crowded with refugoes
and people from the surrounding coun'ry
who have coma to witneas the flood cond!-
tlona

There s great anxiety tonight sa to what
tomorrow will bring forth, If the river
does not receive any more flood water west
of hers the improvement In the situation
here will bo marked. If the water rises at
Manhattan and Wamego tomorraw will ses
& repetition of the worst of the flood scones
and the diatress Wwill be greatly intensified.
Eilther oontingency is entirely within the
range of possibility.

Bridges Are Gonme.

for Havre.
At Liverpool—Arrived: Cevic, from New
York: Mayflower, from Boston vis Queens.
lown
AL Moville—8alled:. Tunisian, from Moa-
troal, for Liverpool,

Al Quesnstown—8ailed: Lucania, from

u::r I, for New Vuri._
trom for o ¥

Yesterday  afterncoon at 1 o'clock
the number of drowned people was known
to be at least 10 and a lurge number
were yet miasing. Bevernl were reported
burned to doath, but this could not be
substantisted. From all over sastern Kan-
sas boata are being rushed here for (ha
resous of the sullevers The north snd of

|

turned from a frultloss sttempt o rescue
llame personal friends. He could make no

headway against the ourrent, though he
'und his companions put forth the most
strepuous efforts with thelr three-oared

bost. Mr. Capron sald the desolate condl-
ttan of the country on the north aide s
worss than anytling he ever heard of. The
joss of life from drowning alone, he sald,
will hardly be covered by 180, without con-
sldering the miseing,

Chiaf of Police Goff and his family are
among those not yet accounted for. They
may be among those on the tops of bulld-
fngw, but this s hardly the case, as the
housy was directly In the line of last night's
fire. Isane Btandon suoceeded in renching
the B Brreet Haptist church with 80 pounds
of provisions. He was two hours in mak-
ing the trip of not much more than «
mile

Hulf & dozen persons are in an sbandoned

Mhmm

four feet, attained oarly this morning,
Notwithatanding the steady rain that has
fallen for three daye, 1t {2 helloved danger
of further rise In past, as repofta from
points above Des Molnes are to the effect
that tha river hus been falling for twenty-
four hours

The extent of suffering nmong the sev-
eral thoumand flood refugess has been re-
duced to a ninimum by the bhetter arganian-
tion of rellaf work. The few remaining
leveen will hold. The water plant reports
that it will be able to rontinua in eperation
and the Edilson Ught and power plant gives
& similar report.

The river continues to be from a half
mile to two milen wide, howaver, sffectually
cutting off communication between the
main part of Daos Moines from East, North
and Bouth Des Molnes, and covers thou-
sands of homes and business houses. The
watar Is filied with debris and bosting s
perilous. Rallway traffic continues to he
tled up and It will be several duys befors
the steam rallways will resume schedules
or the street rallway ean be operated,

The pollce report that thieves in boats
are plundoring stocks of merchandise in the
business distriet to an alarming extent and
epevaral arresta have boon made. Oune ofMcer
had a battle with a robber who escaped.

Beats Heoord at Ottuamwa,

OTTUMWA, In., May I.—All records for
high wiuler were broken today with water
in the Des Moines river standing f1 feet 5i4
Inches. Hundreds of homes in the west
and south part of Ottumwa are fooded.
The work of resowng victims osoupled the
entire day. It Is reported that all sufferers
have besn saved. Nearly 320,000 for rellaf
bas bean subscribed by the Inhabitants of
Ottumwa. Churcbea, publio bulldings and
many private houses were opened to suf-
farerm. No deaths are reported. Rallroad
traflic In cut off on all roads except on the
Chicagy, Burlington & Quincy.

BALL TEAMS NOT DROWNED

Milwankes and Peoria Floodbeund in
VYiclnity of Manhattan,
Kansas.

' N

i KANBAS CITY, May 81.—Ths Peorfa and
| Milwiukes toams of the Western Buss Ball
| loague are flood-bound somewhere helwesn
| Wamegeu and Manhattan, Kan., and it s
hmpossible (o communieate with them by
wire, but the report that the players had
besn drowned la ullerly discredited

|




