George Wyndham, the English Apollo
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YNDHAM used to boe too beautds »

tul,” sadd a famous London sculp-

tor recently, “but I have noticed

lutely that the big work he ls

doing has strengthened the lines

in his face and given it the last touch it

to make It well-nigh ideal. 1 don't

menn that it was ever a weak [ace—only
that it was almost too perfect.”

His clagsic outline Is one of the remarks-
able things about George Wyndham, who,
an Greatl Britain's chief secretlary for Ire-
land, has drawn the attention of the world
to himself by his Iriah land blll, Even men
admire his six-foot figure of perfect pro-
portions, his finely cut face, his brilliant
eyen, his dark halr and mustache; and he
ts variously and lnvariably described by
such phrases as ''the handsomest man in
the House of Commons” “the English
Apollo” und a man with ‘just a suspicion
of Italian opera.'

Another remarkable thing about Mr,
Wyndham, who I8 now looked upon as the
crontor of a new and better Ireland, Is that
ne Is n direct descendant of one of the
most famous and bravest of the old Irlsh
rebels who fought England to the lnst drop
of thelr blood. Lord Edward Fltsgerald,
whose only daughter, Lady Camphell, was
George Wyndham's grandmother, died of
o wound which he recelved when leading
hid Irish followers agalnst British troops.

On more than one occasion, when Mr.
Wyndham, as Irish secretary, has been
called upon to uphold the government's
policy In the Emerald Isle agninat nttacks
made upon it by the Irish lenders, shouls
have come from that direction to the effect
that the speaker should keep well in mind
the salutary example set him by his greats
grandfather,

In the opinlon of many of England's pube
lic men, thig lttle elrcumstance in Mr,
Wyndham's pedigree has made even the
most vehement of his lrish opponents in
the House of Commons more genorously
disposed toward him than they ever will
be to Mr, Balfour, the present premier and
former Irish secretary; and this, com=-
bined with Wyndham's Initial experience
in the very heart of Irish disaffection has
helped him and will help him in carrying
out his program Tor Ireland.

Thin experience is often referred to as
Wyndbams novitlate, for he went through
It a5 Mr. Balfour's private secretary during
the four years when the prime minister held
the very post of secretary of state for Ire-
land—with his oMelal residence in that per-
turbed country—which Wyndham fills to-
day.

1t wan while he was In this position that
the coming under secretary of war made
his second bid for fame. He was only 25 at
the time, but then, when only o1, as an offi-
cer of the Foot Guards, he had gono
through the wearing Boudan campalgn and
come out of It with distinetion.

It was rather o paradoxical thing thet e
young man, who mo comparatively Intely
had luid aside the sword should have scored
his next success as n particularly effective
Jetter writer, but that was Wyndham's
destiny. Me had hardly gone to Dublin
with his new ohlef than there began n
determined Irish ‘attack upon Mr. Balfour,
of which Parnell himeelf was leader by
open spesch and by innuendo, but mainly
by lottors to the newspapers. The most
tmportant of these screeds the Irish secre-
tary's secretary undertook to answer, and
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answer them he did with such vigor, wit
and telling argument that In nine cases out
of ten he completely discomfited thelr
writers,

Politiclans of every stripe began to nsk
themseclves who this "George Wyndham'
might be who was defending Arthur Bal-
four's policy o trenchantly, pnd there wus
& suspiclon in spome gquarters that the name
wus a nom de plume which concealed Mr.
Balfour himself. 1In fuct, when Wyndham
finally entered the House of Commons aml
made his first speech, Bir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, leader of the opposition, rather
pententiously complimented the young pol-
fticlan on having proved to the world that
he was not o mythical personage, like the
“Mra. Harrlg" of Balrey Gamp, but a belng
of bone and sinew,

Todany George Wynidhum's posltion I8 one
which can be depcribed ns pretty nearly
1deal.

Through ble own efforts distinction after

Gleanings From the

RESBIDENT ROOSEVELT 8 tour of
the west recalls a story of the
time when President Huyes was
in Kansan twanty-flve years ago.
His train stopped at Hutchingon
r o4 fow minutes and o crowd pressed for-
ward to shake him by the hand, Among
the number was an intoxicated man, who
did not know what all the excltoment was
about. When this man's turn cams the
president grasped Els hand and sald: “Glad
to ke¢ you, my friend” “Fame to you,"
wud the geninl reply, “but you have the
best of me. Say, somebody Introduce me
to this gen'I'man, Ney' saw him before In
my life."

. e,

Here Is the favorite story of General H.
V. Boynton of Washington, a printed copy
of which he nlways carries with him for
the entertainment of his friendsa: A Ger-
man addresting his dog said: “"You vos only
®a dog, but I vish 1 vas you, Ven you go
mit the bed In, you shust durn round dree
times und lay down. Ven I go mit the bed
in I hatf to lock up de blace und vind de
clock und put de cat oud und undress my-
self, und my vife vakes up und scoles me.
Den de baby cries und 1 hat to valk him up
und down; den maype ven I shust go to
sleep, It's Uime to get up ngaln. Ven you
get up you shust scratch yourself a couple
of times und stretch, und you vas up. I
baf to guick lite de fire, und put de kittle
on, scrap mit my vife already, und maype
got pome breakfust. You play all tay und
haf plenty of fun. I baf to verk all tay
und haf plenty of drouble, Ven you die,
you's dead; ven I die I haf to go to hell
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After M. & Quay's sensational denuncla-

tion of David Martin on the floor of the
United Btates sennte, early In 1845, follow-
Ing the turning down of Penrose for the
mayoralty nomination, Martin, It will be
recalled, nsgumed the attitude of what Is
termed a. "guo-goo” In municipal affairs,
and talked a grent deal about pure poli-
tles and reform, A friend who had been
through more than ono strenuous cam-
palgn side by side with Martin asked him
one day:

“Dave, doesn't It tuke & lot of nerve for
you o come out n the giare of day as a
reformer?’

“Well,” replied Martin, “it did at first;
but I sustain myself by thinking of the
newly arrived Celt who one morning re-
galed mome friends with an account of the
glories of a play he had witnessed Lhe
night before.”

“ ‘How much did all that lux'ry cost
yes? msked an envious member of the
group.

“oNivver a cint' was the reply. Ol jist
walked in backwar-rd an' th' mon be th'
dure thought It wus goln' out I wus'"

Among severn] amusing incidents reclied
by Judge Alfred C. Coxe of the Uniied
States circult court In a lecture deliversd
to Columbla students, reports the New
York Times, was the tale of & young law-
yer who came before the supreme court to
argue & case In which he was both coun-
solor and defendant., *I omoe heard an
old French adage.” sald he, “which sald
that he who argues his own oase has &
fool for a cllent. Desplte this, however,
I propose to present the defendant's side
in this case, as 1 know more of It than
anyone else.'

Then the young lawyer woul ol o offer

ARY FOR IRELAND IN THE BRITISH
THE IRIBH LAND BILL,

distinetion has come to him. The grand-
son of a peer, he began life lke Lord
Rosebery and Winston Churchill, with
birth and fortune to ald him. He married
a rich, benutiful and titled woman, theo
Countesg Grosvenor, and by this aet be-
came stepfather to the young duke of
Westminster, the peer In England, and
connected with the marquis of Lans-
downe, the former minister of war, whose
blundering Boer war policy Wyndham,
when under secreotary of war, defended
with such remarkable ekill In the House
of Commons. His gifts as an orator are
not ordinary ones, for he not only speaks
forcibly and gracefully, but he has the
rare knack of pressnting a subject in the
glearest possible manner, and has proven
hig ability to make even figures interest-
ing. Under a fusllade of guestions from
the Irish and Hberal benches he displays
n sapg froid that not even Mr. Chamber-
lain himself can surpass. Bo [t Is little

Story Tellers’

lis argument. Before he went back to his
home In 8t Louis he left word wilh a
friend to noufy him by wire as soon as
the court's declslon was handed down, A
woek liter he reseived n telegram which
read:

“Old French adage afMrmed.”
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When “Gibe” Bouck was ropresentative
from the Oshkosh district of Wisconain
relates the Century, » ponson bill came be-
fore the house to his great vexation of
gpirit, for, while his personal convietiony
were direclly* opposed to It, his politieal
Interests were strong enough to whip him
into line, On the day the blll came up
for final disposal a fellow member met
Bouck in the space behind the last row
of vents, walking back and forth and ges
ticulnting excitedly, bringing hie clenched
fist down Into the hollow of hia left hand,
to the accompaniment of explelives which
would hardly look well in print.

*What's the trouble, Gabe?” inquired hi:
friend. “"Why all this excltement?'

“Trouble?™ snorted the irate lawmaker.
“*Prouble enough! That pension bill s up
and all the cowardly nincompoops In the
house are going to vote for It. IUs sure to
pass—aure Lo pass.'

“But why don't you get the floor and
speak ngalnst it—iry to step IL" suggested
the other.

"“T'ry to stop It? echoed Bouck. "Try o
stop {t? Why, I'm one of the cowardly nin-
compoops myself."”
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A former city oficial who s well known
In many settions of the borough had occa-
sion (o attend a concert given in a large
hall the other evening, reports the Brook-
lyn Times. His wife and many (riends

wonder that he ls being halled In England
as the probable next premlier,

Notwithstanding all his politieal activity,
the mecretary of state for Ireland has
found time to develop the lterary gifis
that he Mfrst dieplayed in his campalgn
with the pen against Mr. Balfour's Irish
disparagerd. He has won much di=tine-
tlon by meana of his essays, and Introduc-
tions contributed Ly him to new editions
of Plutarch and Shakespeare's sonnets
have gained high pralse. He also has
written some uncommonly gEood verse.
Recently it has been hinted that Mr. Wynd-
ham was writing a novel, but the rumor
has yet to be confirmed. It was George
Wyndham who first drew general atten-
tion In Fngland to Stephen Crane by a
brilllant maguazine article on “The Red
Badge of Courage.'

Mr., Wyndham's carcer shows only one
great disappointment. That occurred In
1896, when Lord Salisbury was choosing a
eabinet to succeed Lord Rosebery's officind
tamily. It was thought that the friend-
ship of tho premier's nepliew, Mr. Balfour,
for Wyndham miade him certain of A port-
follo, But too many of Mr, Chamberinin's
friends had to be wecommodated In order
to make sure of the RBlrmingham chief’'s
allegionce, and Mr. Balfour proved un-
equul to the task of bringing him into the
cabinat,

Tho disappolntment was n severe one,
and many men would have sulked under It
George Wyndham, however, did nothing of
the sort. To occupy himself he took up
the study of the South African situntion
as It wusg then and for some time made
the southern part of the Duark Continent
his spocinlty.

Finnlly changes came In Lord Salisbury's
eabinet, with the result that Wyndham
was chosen (o fill one of the vacancles—
that of under secretary for war, with Lord
Lansdowne as his chlef.

To the young politician the honor was
a great one, hut, in ordinary circumslances,
the new under secretary would have had
small opportunity of attracting attention
to himself., However, there began the war
in the Transvaal, which completely changed
the aspect of thinga. Wyndham found
himself one of the most carefully witched
men in the government. He knew it was
hig great chance and he took advantage
of it. Boon hla remarkable speech in sup-
port of the war office, when Lord Lann-
downe's blunderings were ennbling the
Boers to gain victory after victory, drew
national attention to the young man who
had practically saved the government from
disaster, and his political future was se-
cured.

When his old chief, Mr. Balfour, became
premier, Wyndham wae mada seoretary of
state for Ireland.

e la just 40, an nge that, in the House
of Commons lg not uncommonly regurded
as one of discretlon. He |8 a member of
Purllnment for Dover, a fact that makes
him nlso a director of the London, Chat-
ham & Dover rallway, one of the most
important lines In the country.

Although Mr. Wyndham has a handsome
young son of his own, he ls a great chum
of hls stepson, the duke of Westminster, a
rather hot-headed, strong-willed youth of
the kind that would not be able to get on
well with the ordinary sort of stepfather.
The young duke is a brother-in-law of Mrs,
Cornwallls West, who, before her second
marringe, was Lady Randolph Churchill
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were among those present During an in-
termisslon eovery one was somewhat
startled to hear a stentorian voice ring out
from the gallery

“Ia the Hon, Mr. Blank present?” the
volca sald.

S8lowly and' majestically the aforesald
erastwhile officlal rose from hils place In a
prominent part of the house and faoced the
gallery in a dignifled manner, as sulted
his station in soclety.

“1 am Mr. Blank,” he replied, as he drew
his rather stocky figure to Its full height.

“git down, you lobster.” called the voice
with an emphasis that was as great as B
was embarrassing.

The dull thud that was heard Imme-
Alately after the above sally was only the
nolse caused by the ex-officlal’'s anatomy
as It ecame In contact with his rather hard
seat. During the laughter and confusion
that followed the gullty one escaped
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Dr. Patton was delivering a lecture re-
cently In his course on ethics at the Prince-
ton Theological seminary and experienced
much annoyance because some of the stu-
dents site peanuis Instead of attending te
him. Finally he administered this re-
buke: “Gentlemen, 1 bave delayed starting
the most Important part of today's leoe
ture hoping that the stock of peanuts
would be consumed and & restful quiet be
restored., As the guantily seems ample to
meet the demands and the supply appears
jnexhausiible, 1 feel constrained to request
that your appetites be restrained untd
the conclusion of the lecture, 1 would be
groatly plessed if 'n the future anyone
wishing to conduct a § o'clock tea in the
classroom would confine the refreshments
to sponge cake.”




