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MR. AND MRS. JACK SPRATT.

PETER P. PUMPKINEATER AND WIFE AND LITTLE BO-PEEP,

URING the last thres woeks the
alr of seriousness and solemnity
that pervades the city hall has
frequently been broken by bursis
of wmelody in  sweet childish

treble, singing, “Oh, this Is the house that
Jack bulit—that Jack bullt—that Jack
buillt,” “Cld King Coule was n merry oll
soul,'” “Sing a song of sixpence,” or “Pein
porridge hot, peas porridge cold,” accom-
panled by a clapping of hands or a shufi n3
of feet that has made the astonlshed hear-
ers forgei the perplexities of munici 18l
aflairs and taken them back through the
years to a time when Old King Cole was in-
deed the jolliest old soul In the world;
when the old woman who lived In Lhe sh-e
was the only one who had a real problym
to deal with, and when all of those qunint,
dallghtful people who were her asswociitles
between the covers of that first and dearcst
of all books, were thelr companions, too,
and served Lo entertaln and p ease ns noth-
dng olse ever could or ever bas sloce,

Consldering that nearly 200 children have
had part in it, it would be almost super-
fluous to expluin that the occaslon for all
of this is the rchearsal of “The Houise
that Jack Bulit,” Mra. Jessle Gayoor's
charming juvenile operetia, which Is to be
Eiven by the school children on Fr.day and
Saturday evenings and Saturday afterncon,
May 1 and 2, at the Doyd theater, for tha
benefit of the Teachers' Annuity and Ald
assoclation. And it may be added right
here that uniess the psrents and musle
lovers of Omaha are less appre :lative than
the patrons of other cliles have been, thess
thrée performances will pot suMce to sal-
Isty, for extra performances have been the
rule. Indeed, "The Hou e tha" Jack Bullt™
is all that bas been sald of it, and a great
deal more, too, for who can adequately de-
scribe an excursion back to childhood to
gee the pursery rhywes (lluminated by the
bright faces and epthusiasm of our own
Httle brothers and sisters and sons and
daughlers. The music la of the sort that

THE BLACK RBIRDS.

HUMPTY DUMPTIES,

is as hard to forget as the words that are
eet to It, and the children of Mother Goose
each contribute thelr own enter alnlng
pranks to the plot, those Included being:

Juck, Old King Cole, Queen of Hearts,
Knave of Hearts, three Humply Dumptys,
Three Crows, Three Blind Mice, the Parm-
er's Wife, Little Bo Peep, Little Boy Blue,
Tom Tucker, Simple 8imon, Jack Horner,
0ld Mother Hubbard, Jack Spra:t and his
wile, Jack and Jill, the lttle man with the
little gun, the erooked man, the oll woman
who lived In the shoe, her children, Litil:
Misg Muffett, Little Polly Flind-rs, Mary
Quite Contrary, Idtile Red R nghocd,
Bobby Shafte, Dafly Down Dilly, Man All
Tattered and Torn, Maden A'l Fororn,
Priest All Bhaven and Shorn, L.11'e Man Ail
Dressed In Leather, Mald 'n ‘h: Garden,
Peter Pumpkineater and his wife, falrics,
sweetl poeas, grasablades, binchhirds, stars,
clouds, the man In the moin anl Lthe atl-
tendants of the king and qoown,

The curisin rises on I {louse That
Jack Mol In a clearii:g «f tha forest,
the abode of Moiher Goose and her son
Jack. A band of fairies, grass blades and
swoet peas discover thea gucar llttle house
Just as the good mother coiwm out and bllg
Jack go huni for the goldeu eggs lald by
her fazaous guose, The UMitle sirangess

hide while she awalts his relurn with the
eggs, which she names Humpty Dumptys,
and carefully locks in the house, hanging
the key oulside as she unfolds te Jack &
plan for a wonderful party to which all of
her children are te bo lnvited, and thon
dispatchies him with the lovitations while
rho goesa to market to buy the goodles. It
happens that the “Black Birds have also
overheard the plan, and, belng angry that
they are not to be lovited—doubtless be-
enuse of thelr bad reputation since the inol-
dent In the garden—determine to spoil the
parly by stealing the key. The arrival of
the Kuave of Hearls cuablea them to ac-
complish thelr purpose, for this light fin.
gered fellow easily steals the key aud
hides [t,

Mother Goose scarcely gels home and
discevers her loss before the guesis begin
lo arrive, and she in compelled (o tell
tham her iroubles, nlso to recelve and en-
terstnin them out of deoors. This does mot
prove half bad after all, and o gay flete
follows, each guest of prominence being
recolved with & chorus, and the curtaln
goes Jdown on & gay scone of merrymaking,

The eecond mel represents the evenlng of
the ssmo day and the guests weary with
all of thelr frolles, are resting on the grass

(Conlinued oo Page Fouricen.)



