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Housewives at Home

ANY American wome«n denlare that

the trials of housekeeping are be-

coming so manifold that after a

few years of arduous labor they

* are seized with nervous prostra-

tion and many other npervous diseases

to whish we Americans are especially heir.

To one traveling abroad it is Interesting

to compare the responsibilities of the for-
elgn housewife and her American slsters

While 1o Dresden I met a woman who
gave me much Information concerping this
question as It appears In Germany. Oune
day she showed me through her home, ar-
tistic In its simplicity, The house was full
of sunshine and frugrant odors given off
by potted plunts. The place bespoke enve
rather than beauty. There were plenty of
comfortable chalrs to be found; sttractive
prints and ectchings were everywhere on
the walls, and the library was well stocked
with books, After she had shown me
through I remarked that she must have
many servasty to keep so large a place in
order., BShe aunswered: *1 suppose my
home would appear a great deal more at-
tractive than it does if 1 kept more serv-
ants. You see, I only have a cook, cham-
bermald and a woman to help with the
washing and lroalng two days out of the
weoek."”

1 toM her that the majority of our
women with large housvholds kept many
servania

sl

“But,” she replied, “your women have
#0 many more intercsts than we. We have
no cinbs and classes that domand our time.
Take my own case. | cannot read all day
and the greater number of my calls are
made with my husbapd; s0 my mornlnge
are speat sasizting in the house. Besldes
making up the bedrcoms, I keep Lhe sit-
tieg room and my bhusband's library Io

order and do the week's monding. My af-
ternoons are given to reading and am oc-
caslonal call or ‘Kaffee Kiatseh." Besides,
most of the men In Germany come home
at noon, o we have dinner st 12 and a
cold supper in the evening. Our husbands
lay much stress on thelr food, and H the
meals are not cooked properiy it Is we and
not the cooks that are held responsible.
Though & woman does not always do her
own cooking, It is taken for granted that
she will superintend her kitchen. We do
all our own markeling’ and rarely order
anything over the telephone.” BShe con-
tinued: * “Perhaps you have not beem In
our country long engugh to appreclate the
pituatioh, but n housewife's pos tion in this
countey Is s0 differemt from what it is in
America. The Germas woman s not ex-
pected to atiain scelal positen for ber hus-
band nor sustale It Her function s to
please him, look after her home and bring
up the children.™
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Burprised at what she was eaylog 1
asked It none of her frisnds bLelonged to
clubs and classcs.

*“l am mnot astonished,” she answered,

“that from your liberal American polnt of

view these things appear strange. But
they will not if you remoember that with
us woman Is coosldered the homemaker
and the men look upon themseéives as the
proper ones W consider social and philos-
ophieal questions. My husband, who s a
Inwyer, 1s far more lHberal In his views
thon moet of the men of our sequaintance;
for Inslance, he lends me all Lthe modern
books as soon as he finlshes with them,
gnd | keep up my Fréench and BEnglish
through the reading of forelgn Mterature,
Btil, if I took any lessons in the foreign
languages and belouged to elubs he would
Lhiank it ridiculous, for with us women are

“ﬂl[flﬂ il

g

st

| it
%lygi;r{lmf

expected to get thelr education before they
are married. The average Gérman woman
does nol cater to the mode; her millinery
and dressmaking does not take so much
of her time as that of other women. Our
wiy of entertalning is equally simple; it
i= only the wealthiest of our people: who
glve elaborate receptions and grand balls.
We think weé are dolng our duty if we are
devoted wives and kind mothers; but to be
leaders of any kind ia considered quite out
of our sphere. And, with it all, maany of

us often long for the freedom given Lo your
women,"
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But the women of the well to do classes
bave ecasy lives compared with the peasant
women and wives of mechanles. Ope day
while walking along a country road | came
moross a dog and A middle aged woman
hitehed to a cart. 1 stopped and asked her
if ber load was pot too heavy. She sald
that carrying her vegelables to market was

not the hardest of her work. She had

poven little children at home to sook fsp
and to keep clean. When she got through
with the children snd the house she went
out and helped her husband In the feld,

Ope day while In Paris 1 was speaking
to a French woman and during our conver-
sation she remarked that It was sirange
her countrywomen had the name of being
frivolous, Bhe waus sure that they had not
the game. Certainly there was & smail
class of women that led a butterfly exist-
ence, but there Is no country where the
average womoan Is busler with her [(awmily,
however small It may be,
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The Freuch woman is probatly the best
bousekeeper lu Lhe world. Bhe s devoted
to her bhome and to bher family. Her
bousehold is exceptiogally clean and at-
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tractive, though she manages t5 do it with
few servants.- If she does not assist In
the: kitchen, she superintends {t; she sees
that the table cloths and napkine are snow
white and that the table Is set with tasec.
Bho 15 equally particular about her own
appearance and that of her children. And
just because the average Frenchman takes
things pretty much for granted she does
not receive the credit due her,
—_——

Though the average household of the
well-to-do English woman is larger than
the smali chateau of the French or the
apartments of the German, she has mcre
servanits to assist her. Besides, the Eng-
lishman does not lay so much stress on
the mall detalls of his household. The
English are exceedingly simple and un-
aflectod In thelr homes. They desire com-
fort more than lugury, . 8tHl, In the family
the husband is considered the hesd of the
househeld. - He limits the weekly expense
and o improvement is made ln the house-
baold without his being consulted first. If
EXpenses are to be cut -he will not deprive
himpelf of hin cigars por his clubs, rather
it Is his wife who is expected Lo get alon<g
with-ope servant lews.  An English woman
will live on a leg of mutton served hot on
Bunday and warmed up in different styles
during the weok, so that her busband can
frequent his club, enjoy oysiers and part-
ridge. Notwithstanding that the English
are hearty oaters, they live simply. The
bouschold is managed with great economy,
dinner ln the evening beingz the culy elab-
orate meal of the day,

After 1 had visited many forelgn women
in thelr homes | came to Lhe comciusien
that it was not bousckeeplng, whatever
else It i, that gives nervous prostratiom
to maony of our American women.—Delia
Ausiriss lo Chicago Tribuane




