The Wise Men of the Land of Morning

0O ONE who knows the real Oriental
I Kadl the Judge of the true Land
of the Morning, it Is amusing to

hear an unjust Oceldental judge

called "Kadl” in derision, and as

a term to describe his low moral standard.

In truth, we weatern peoples who are lost
in the complexities of legialation and prece-
dent, extonding backward for ages, hive
much to learn from the simple and clear
logle of the Oriental Kadl,

1 4o pot refer to the Kadl who holds court
In Buropean Turkey, or even in the weatern
parts of Aslatic Turkey, where the subtle-
ties of law have begun to make thelr way
from civilized Burope.

‘Weostern culture has touched these Kadis
and thelr education has made them largely
European, because many of them have
studied In German, Austrian and French
colleges. They may be Orlental still In
form and habits, hut they are not perme-
ated with Orlentalism as are the Kadls of
the true onst, where lfe siill Is much like
the life described by the story tellers of
the Arablan Nights,

Presumnably, the general Occidental idea
that the Kadl is a corrupt and eruel judge,
springs directly from the stories in those
same Arablan Nights. The " generality of
people do net stop Lo realize (although it la
plain though) that the Orlental story teller
18 n satirist, and that he portrayed not the
typical Kadi, but the exceptional one.

In the lands in the east of Palestine and
farther east of them and in Arabia, sil the
Kadis of whom I have knowledge, and who
typify the Kadl of the Orient. Of course,
there are corrupt and wicked and cruel and
Ignorant men among them, as there are In
any class or profession in all paris of the
world. But, as u whole, the Kadis are re-
markable men with wisdom as great today
as It was In the days when there began the
tales of the wise and deep judgmenis of the
Orientnl judges,

The story of the Jar of Olives has f(tas
duplicate today in real life in many similar
Instances of simple clear-sightedness and
of verdicts that are delivered according to
no iron formula of written laws, but ac-
cording to the dictates of common sense,
vitalized by thorough knowledge of the
human heart.

Among these kadis are men who never
bave traveled from thelr little villages and
towns hidden away in the edges of deserts,
and living still in the day of the carsvan,
Among them are men who have been Kadis
for forty years, and who sit, ever serene
and placid, listening te interminable stories
of petty village disputes, with no sign of
impatience or weariness.

These judges are in love with their pro-
fesnion; power and prosperity do nol welgh
with them agalnst their ardor in the atudy
of man; Lthey are not Impatient at the pel-
tiness of & case, because to them no act of
bumanity is petty. It is the man whom
they Judge and not his trivial acts

I have scen these men sit In judgment.
Day after day they are as colm and salf-
contained as the sands that siretch away
from thoelr gates,

The sccret of It Is that they have no
doubls. No tangle of previoun deelsions or
conflicting statutes or constitutionality or
polity confronts them. Every Judgment
goes buck lo the fountain head—the Koran,
It answers nll their questions. It is the
compass that guidoa the ship of law in the
true Orient.

Thess Kadls do not venture to alt In
judgment if they are 1l or perplexed by
private affalrs or unhappy because of mis-
fortune of themselves or friends. They will
not aven sit In Judgment if they are hungry

or Lhirsty. They will not judge Il they
are in haste to be gone.
Not long ago I saw a wilty artiecle,

written by a really experienced and keen
traveler, in which he told about the calm-
ness  with which an Orlental kadl ad-
journed bis court because he wished to take
some refreshment and smoke his pipe. 1
suppose that this story, which was en-
tirely corroct as to facts, Impreesed those
who read It with the autoeracy and bar-
barle simfilicity of justice in Arabla, where
the traveler witnessed the scene.

Bul, as a matter of fact, that cecurronce
wis & Lypleal proof of the conaclentizusbess
of the Oriental kadl. For what says Lhe
Koran for his direct guidence?

“Thou shalt not judge, oh, judge, hast
thou pain within thy bedy, dost Lhou feel
thy spirit troubled for thy son, dost thou

sorrow for thy friead! Thou shalt mnot
Judge, oh, judge, feclest thou huager or
dost thou thirst, until thou hast reached

a spring to refreah thee! Thou shalt mot
judge, oh, judge, feclest thou in thy soul
that God hath not willed It to let thee
judge!™

“What!" en!d an old kadl to me when 1
praised a certain German judge, end, In
poof of it, told how he had sat awake all
night studying a case and then had sat for
twelve hours to hear it in court. “"What!
Do you mean to tell me, O Glaur, that he
dared to slt In judgment when he was
weary and fatigued so that hisx soul and
mind were not at pence? Unhsppy judges
of the Evening Lands, to whcm the swoet-
est duty of man means wretchedness! For

surely no man can do justice unless ha In
bappy and al rest with himself and the
werld!™

"And are you never unhappy ™’ 1 asked,
“when you face a complex ease that pussies
you

UNay,” sald he, “We are never unhappy
when we judge. If we be unhuppy. we do
not judge.”

And xo they sit, white bearded, undin-
turbed, patlent, while ity witnesses awear
before them concerning a missing camel
bridle or the right to got water at a well,
And when all the evidetice s In they judge
as onrefully and consclentiously as If the
fute cof the Moslem world depended on thelr
verdiet,

These men are truly at rest. They Imve
mnde the good fight, for they can bhecome
Kadig only after they have mado It They
huve no ambitions save to fulfill the words
cf the Keran. They smile at the strife that
pinys before them, and malntaln thelr own
soula in quietnoss.

Therefore the Kadl |s not merely a judge
in cases of law. He Is8 the Wiso Man of
the diatrizt. Men come to him with their
quarrels (ad disputes and cmbarrassments
to be judged, even when (he canes are not
at all within legal jurisdiction.

In Arobla nnd the Eastern Asiatle Tur-
key a mai cannol become Kadl by accident
of birth snd station or by favor of ‘polities
or other influence. He muzt choose Lhe
profession and f(rain himself to N from
early youth.

When the Oriental boy Is 12 years old
he must enter the Medrese, a theologioal
government echoo), i he wishes to enter
elther the theological or logal profesaion.
There he learns (he Koran by heart. 1t ja
expounded for him minutely, passage by
passage. He s known as a Hofta while
be is studying When he hnows the Koran
thoroughly so that he can hold his own
in arguments with the teachers, he an-
sumes the name of Hafis, and prepares
for his examination. A student rarely rises
to tha degree of Hafle until he s 20 yoars
old.

When ho passed the examination he must
choose al once belween theology sond the
law. Having chosen the latier, ho faces
five years of study even harder tham any
thht hos gone before. During Lhat time he
must make himself proficient In  legle,
rheterie, morals, philsophy, theology aad
law.

Then he Is ready to pass the examination
which shall entitle him to become a lndh
But he Is not advanced to that dignity im-
mediately after he has passed the examina-

tion, fer the most Important and dlse
tinctive part of the training has atill te
DOme, He must become one of the poor

and learn thely dally ife, thelr temptas
tions and thelr sorrows, by hard, personal
experienon,

Thin siage of his carcor jadta three years
and almost all s conditions are rigidly
yreseribed.  He muat praciice in court dur-
k. that time, taking the eares of the poor.
His income from this source s almost nom-
fnal and he must keep himeelf allve by
earning a petiy Income wilth all kinds of
hard, mean toll. 2o he learns the world in
which he Ix to be a judge, for ho strugsles
for existence ns do the people who will
come before him some day to be jJudged.

But though he exporiences thelr priva-
tions and thelr temptations he may not
slumble liko them. “To become m judge,
¢h Hafe, the greon cloth that thouw wearest
around they fex must be ever uosolled,' is
the law. It la bitter, hard service. But
they who go through It untaronlshed pre
wige when they emerge. They are what
the koran domands when It says that ouly
a human being who has become a true
man shall dare to jJudge other human ho
ings.

Hans Forsten, the Oriental'sn’, who knows
the true eastern fudgoe better, probably,
than does any other Buropean (oday, Lells
in a recent work of his talk with kadl of
Safed—a talk which f(Hustrates what 1
bave sald hero about tho clasa.

" 'Poor judges cf the unbelievers,’ sald
the kadl of Safed, Hassan HBey, to me,
nfter he had ropd severnl artidlos from
the Turkish law to me, nnd T had, In turn,
oxplained to him about the duties of our
Judges, ‘Poor judges of the unbelievers!
How often you must suffer painful hours
owing to your duties!’

“That was atrange (o heor fram (he lips
of & man who had been a kadl hidden away
in that Hittle hamiet In Palestlne for firty
years ond in that time had heard little
or nolhing about Eurepean judges. When
T asked himy If he had never, for even a
moment, repented hin cholee of a profes-
sicn, the aged man smiled and answored:

““Not for a moment. How can ene feel
repentance for that which gives him joy?

“Apd that truly is the seoret of the
Judges of the Ordent,” consludes Forslen.
“They arc ponooful. | know more than
one, Thelr prefesasion glvea Lhem joy.
We ready pretiy Arablec stories of the as-
tounding Judgments of the kadls. The
ntorles are true of foday. The kadls are
the wise men of the Lands of the Morn-
Ing.” LUDWIG H. BOUDEN,

Preserving the Public Domain for Actual Settlers

SCORE of leading western mem-
bers of senate and house met in
the office of the secretary of the
intericr In secret session a short
time belore congress adjourned.
They were there at the request of The sec-
retary, and the sssistant attorney general
was also present In advisory capacity. The
guestion under discussion was the rather
Jarge one as to whelher congress should
pass a law allowing the government to
lease to the cattle and sheep rangers of
the west the remaining 500,000,000 acrea of
publie lands,

‘The conference in the secretary's office
devoloped the most seriouz differences of
opinion as to the wisdom of such a course
and comments exchanged were at times by
ne means pleasantries. Wyoming declared
emphatically for leasing: Colorado, Mon-
tans, Washington and other states, through
thelr represcntatives present, declared
thelr emphatie oppeosition for all time
agninst any move to authorize the leasing
of the public lands.

Finally Nebraska came into the wrangle
with a proposition that a leasing law
should be enacted applicable to that state
alone, with the idea, of course, that if it
worked well its operationa could be ex-
tendod by congreas to other statea, Thus
wag bern the so-called Nebraska leasing
law.

At a meeting of the sennte committee
on public lands, held subseguent to the
conference wiih the secretary, Benator
Dietrich of Nebraska entered the room
with a Jarge bundle of papers in his hand.
Glving them to the clerk he sald: “There
Is the end of 1he Nebraska leasing blll so
far pa 1 am concerncd. The big catilemen
gay It does not give them enough and the
little eattlemen are arming to realst L.
Senator Dietrich, who introduced and stood
spensor for this bill, might bave gone fur-
ther and told of the contents of the papers
he handed to the commitiee clerk. They
contained protests against his bill which
rapged from a Jolnt resclution of the Ne-
brasks legislature tu the kick of a singls
cowman. And thus dled 1he Nebraska
learing bill,

Judge Van Devanter, the outgoing as-
sintant sttorney general, has sinted 1hat he
dces pot belleve a law can be drawn for
leaning tbe great arem of publie domaln
which will be just to all in'erests afl-
fected. Perhapr ihis ts true, but there Ia
& widcepread bellef that there must be
some way out of what is apparently a
hopeless tangle. In time a systom of groz-
fng leeonses will be evelved which will
permit of the scientific ag well as the prac-
tioal adminisiratior <f the tremendous
landed estate of the people of thls couns
try. Buch a meascre will creale no vested

rights for temporary occupants, will give
no shadows of titles, no monopoiies, and
will help rather than hinder seftlement by
homesteaders.

All legislative battles are pot fought on
filings. When It I8 realized that npo Jand
the flocr of bhouss or sanale, in th, pages
of the Congressional Reeerd or even In the
commitiee reom. Many really serious and
important contes!s Dpever ciome close
enough to Lhe surface to receive officlal
reccgnition oven in the preliminary stages
of congresalonal procedure. For yesara past
there has waged a relentless campaign for
the centrol of the great landed proporty of
the United States. Begloning with an area
of over 1,000,000,000 acres of lund held in
trust for the people by the represaniatives
in congreoss, these vast pessessions have
been decrepsed year by year through sale,
grant, gift and cther Inpumerable ways in
which land c¢an be transferred from one
owner to another, until the unappropriated
public domaln teday amoun 8 In r-und npum-
bers to about 500,000,000 scres.

After a siruggle, only equalled in ths
history of land legislation by the great
fight which resulted in the (na tment of the
homestead law in 1862, congre:s pansod the
national reclamation set of a year ago and
crealed a revolving fund, which will shortly
amount te about $20,000.000, to reclalm the
fertile but arid territory of
slates,

President Roosevelt in his first annual
message lald down the priociple that “'suc-
oesiful home-makiog 18 but another name
for the upbullding of a uatlon.” In his
mesaage of lust December he again called
altention to the notarious and oulrageous
ure of the present land laws, Greal, how-
ever, is the politieal power of the landed
Interests of the sparsely setiled westorn
slates,

In the years of the great trek to the
west, when thousands upon thousands of
pative-borm Americans and incoming for-
elgners were pushing the line of settlement
west of the Mississippl, where the earth
needed but tickling with the plow Lo pro-
duce sure harvest, it was then belleved that
the land business of Unele Sam hiad reached
{ts highest point. This belief was justified
by the evenis of the few years following
the 80s, for instend of alicoating 256,.-
000,000 or 26,000,000 acres of land a yoar Lo
gettlers, granlves and others, the amount
disposed of annually fell to nol over one-
Lall, or even lesa.

In the year 1500 public attention waa first
thoroughly oaroused to the great value for
the future of the remainjog public land as
an outlet for Increasing populstion, a rem-
ody for sccial disorder, and as the future
souree of a food supply, which, from presvat
iIndications, will become absolutely neces-
eary within a few brief years. Speculation

ihe weslerm

and discussion became rife as to how besi
to conserve (hese values for prosent and
future home-makers, The owners of large
bherds and flocks, land and timber spocula-
tors, nnd oihers who saw benefit direct or
Indirett In comntrolling large arcas of renl
estate, recognized in this agitation o serious
menace 1o their operations and sor about
the task of anticlpating any netien congréas
might be induced to take,

The land grabbers found It cesy to accom-
plish thelr purpose under the present land
laws and the methods of adminletration
which prevail in the land office. In the first
place Lthe government requires only that the
legal forms involved in securing land shall
be letter perfect, and the recelvers and
reglaters of the land oMces In the various
western distriets look no further into the
practieasl application of the law tuan might
be Included in a view from their office win-
dows. Under the present system they are
machines for filling out blanks and net con-
servaters or guardians of the people's in-
tercsta.

The principle underlying all land legiala-
tion of the United States from the begln-
ning har becn that esch citlzen should be
given a furm in return for which he was
to live upin the land or so improve It as
to beneflt not only the pew communily of
which he thus formed a part. but the eoun-
try as a whole by Increasing the aggregate
wealth, That this principle has censed to
govern the land office in 116 disposal of the
public land, excepl puroly in Lheory, Is a
potorious faot proved by figures siartling
and compelling.

Of all the thousands cf desert land en-
tries, for justance, whizh have been filed
in the last ten years, the land ofMee only
Investignted 472, and out of these 297 were
found fraudulent and eventually eancelled.
The highest pumber of frandulent clalms
Investigated were upon the one point of
speculalive intent on the part of the set-
tler, and in this respect Wyoming holds an
unenviable position at ‘he head of the list,
Of twenty-three cases Investigated o
Wyoming nipeteen of them were found
fraudulent, or about B per cent of the
glings are fuvestigated except those in re-
gard to which special contest or Informa-
tion is fNled, and that in most cases there
ia po one so Interested or so adventurous
as lo contest his neighbor's clalm, the per-
contage of Mraud In the cases actually in-
vestigited bocomes of startling significance.

In 100 the goverpment of the United
Btates deeded away over 13,500,000 acres of
land; in 1801 these dispossls reached a
total of 165,000,000 mcres, m figure which
startled the country In Its vuormous pro-
porfions, In 1992, however, thore was &
gain of 4,000,090 acres, and Lhe disposals
made by the government reachod the enor-

mous aggregate of nourly 20,000,000 acroes,
At the rate which has prevalled during the
first six months of Lhe Okeal yoar of 1903
the dispouals will probubly ameunt fo at
least 25,000,000 acres, or fully as much as
wan allepated at any time during ‘he great
ruekr of emigrution (o tho west.

The populstion of the west Is not In-
ereasing proportionntely with this pregont
rate of land dispcunl. In faet, In states
where milllons of aeres have beon deeded
awny 1o Individunis there han been an aes
tinl decresse of tho agricultural population.

All ihis simply means that under the
homestead law as It atands today, under
the desert Innd aet, a measure born in
welfishness and chicanery, and under the
timber and stone act the people of the
United States are being robbed of Lthelr
Ianded éstate, whieh, Lord Maoauley sald,
i the only thing which stands between the
people of this country and the time when
will come the real test of republican In-
stitutions,

In the eity of Washington, about the lob-
bies of the hotels, in the corriders of the
ocaplitol, In the ante-room of the president’s
office, slgns of this groat struggle for the
control of this tremendous empire woere ap-
parent dally during the session of congress,
The tide surges from one end of the eapitol
to the other. The big 1ange Interesis of (he
west have done and are doing everything in
thelr power 1o get & measure through con-
gress which will enable them to inclose with
fences great areas of lnnd upon which in
time thousands of cabins can and will be
built by homesoekors If these fences do not
materialize.

During the last winter quiet but effective
work has been done by those who are awurs
of the perniclous use to which the present
land Jaws are being put, and, as publie sen-
timont has been aroused to the real situa-
tion, the demand for a change of method s
becoming more geaeral. The situation Is
such today that it would practieally be Im-
possible to get any bill through congress
which violated the now well-established
principle of the conservation of the publie
land for homeseekers so cloarly met forth
by FPresident Roosovelt In his \wo messages
to congreasa.

He Cleared It

“WIill you allow me A moment to clear
my throat?” huskily begged the econ-
demnod horsathief, with tears in his eyes.

“Yen,” sald the leader of the vigilance
commitioa,

With a quick movement of his hands,
which they had peglected to tle, he alipped
the vope from bis neck, leaped from the
barrel on which he was slanding, mounted
the fleelest horse in the lot and was off
like a shot.—Chbleago Tribuns, \




