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UOW OMAHA GOVERNS ITSELF

(snoine Review of Ralimmt Featurer of
the Oity Oharter.

STRONG AND WEAK POINTS SHOWN

Arvticle Contribmted by Victor Rose.
water to Demver Post's Series on
Charter Wistory of Prinel.
pal Ameriean Clilesy

Features of Omaha‘s Charter,

1 Reparnte municipal slections,

1 Ward counciimen elected at large.
» :Tu franchises except voted the
Focpln,

. Department heads appointed by the
mayor

5 Depository plan for eity funds.

L Beparate tax commissioner symtem.

. Advisory board to the mayer,

% Hireet Improvementis by apecial asscss-
mrnt

" Kallwuys must bulld viaduota.

10, Absoiute limit on tax levy,
’ 1 ‘]‘-f-\'nrll-'-f-alaullh!HI fire and police
MR T,

11 Three-yeur Lerms for elective officers,

The present form of government for
Omaha I8 ond of concentrated authority.
Only six officers are elested |n addition to
the members of the elty counell, and the
appointive power, with the exception of
fira and police departments, conters In the
mayor, subject to confirmation by the coun-
cil. The termn of all these officers are for
thres years, except the police judge, who
holds for two years, although they are all
removable for causs or Impeachment. The
clactiva officers are the mayor, treasurer,
tax commissioner, compiroller, clerk and
police judge. The mayor appoints the city
attorney, city eoogineer, health commis-
sioner, bullding inspsttor, plumbing In-
spector, clty electrician and city prose-
cuter, and together with the members of
certain administrative boards. The oity
engitnenr Ia by virtue of his office chalrman
of the Doard &f Publlc Works, whone anno-
clatos are the comptroller and the bullding
inspector. . An advisory board, consisting
of the vgayor, city engineer, comptroller,
building inspector, chief of pollce, chief of
tha fse department and health Inspector,
Is vested with certaln functions of control
and supervision. The advisory board was
erpocted to serve an a sort of cablnet to the
Tamyor, but In this It has falled completaly.
Yhe deputies and minor employes of the
wvarious clty ofMcers are appolnted by thelr
chlefs, in some few Instances subject to
confirmation by the council, but in reality
subject to the control of the ecouncll
through Its power over the appropriations
for their salaries. The charter as framed
provided for a polles judge with a term of
thrao years, the same as (hat of other oity
officers, but It was found that in this It
ran counter to a constitutional provision
Hmiting all judicial officers to two-year
terma and so a later amendment placed the
police magistracy In a category by Itsslfl.

Financial Safeguards,

In its safeguards for the city's fnances
and in its restrictions upon the budget
Omaha's charter I8 not only explicit, but
carried Into the most minute detall. The
salarion of all the principal officers, for
example, are fixed at stated figures, which
can be neither raised nor lowered except
by charter amendment, and the amouht of
the officlal hond is llkewise dosignated to

correspond. The table of salaries is as
follorms:
Balary Hond
Fer to Ha
OMeer— Annum, Given,
AP (ol ienArrhnhad mnsebtapen b 25,00
City treasurer ...... veresnas 5000 003
City comptroller ..... snvenen 1,800 6,000
City police Judge .. . 1,300 26
Ity OlePR . .ovvnvinresnisonen LIDO 6.00)
Chief of polles ......coavesiss 2,000 5,00
LIty ALOIDEY ...ivoiscisanes HEN 6.0)
Aralstant olly attorney.... 1,50 3,000
Clty prosscutor 800 1,007
Clty englnesr ... ......= 2.0 10,00
Asrsistant clty enginoer -1.900
Bullding Inapector .,... 1,500 2.00)
Hralth commissioner 2,000 2,00)
Tax commis=s oner .......... .50 20,000
Commissioner of fire and
police, oReD ......cviiieennn 400 6,003
Each eouncllman ..... Yeapvi L3l 5.00%
Clty electriclan .....cc.coneee 1000 4,000
Plumblng Inspector ........ 1,00 1.9
Boller Inspector ............. 1,200 1,000

Fach polleeman and fireman shall re-
celve n fum not excesding seventy-fiva ($70)
dollurs per month, and not less than sixty-
five sdollars per month, and each offlcer of
ﬂnlhrt- und fire department or engineer of

re engines, under the rank of chief or
nssiutant chlef, shall recelve a sum not
oxceuding ninety (3%) dollars per month, tc
be fixed by the Board of Fire and Pollce
Commissioners,

Limits on Appropriations.

In the matter of appropriations the olty
authorities are similarly tlied down. Each
dopartment must look for malntonance to
& particular fund end the amount of money
that can bhe ralsed for each fund by taxation
18 Umited not to a porcentage on the as-
sessment roll, but to an absolute msum.
The aggregate muximum of the levy for
elty purposes, exclusive of schools which
are administered by separate school board,
18 §1.040,000, divided as follows:

General pu e e A eAes s e

Curbing Mq LT g LT
Btreet CloARnINE. cocorrssrnsnse b
Sewer malntenance.. .
Fire department.......... sapsrne .
Police departmont. .. ... o000
Bireet lghting......
Water rental........
Interest and sinkin
Library .

Parks

Jud t
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tharter changing this table ls one fixing
both the minlmum and maximum rates of
one or two funde. The thoory has been
advanced by ®. J. Cornlah, chalrman of the
park board, that & maximum limit should
be fxed, where the money Is to be spent
by the body determining ita amouni, while
only the minimum limit should be fxed
where the money la Lo be spent by a hody
which bas no econtrol over the tax levy, In
support of his contention hoe arguea that
the tendency Is Irresistible om the part of
the city counell in erder to make a showing
of sconomy to hold down ihe appropria-
tions for all departments not directly un-
der ita control and to wwell the funds
which it iteelf expends, thus making the
former suffer for the benefit of the lalier
For the bonded debt, the limits are more
elastie. The llmit for funding foating in-
dobtadnesa s fixed at $800,000, and the total
limit at sn sgwregate of $3.500,000, but cer-
taln exemptions are made which loclude
almost all the purposes for which bonds
would naturally be issued, much as district
paving bonds, public library bullding
bonds, renewal bonds, funding honds,

park purposes or for the purchase or ap-
propriation of gas works or elocirie light-
ing plants. The proviso s further added
that no bonds in excess of $200,000 shall
be lasued in any one year except these
bonds already specified. The tntersec(fon
paving bonds are also lmited not to ex-
cend $100,000 ln any one year,

Question of Nevenne,

At the time the present charter was
framed the question of revenue presented
the most intricate problem. The city had
previously been compelled to take n= the
baaln of assessment for ita tax levy the
valuation fAxed upon property within the
eity limits by the precinet assessors of the
county and in the competition between the
various ¢ounties in the state to avade thelr
quotas and to get off lighter In the gppor-
tonment of the wiate Laxes the assessments
had beem brought down to ridiculously low
figures. The lower (he assessment, of
course, the higher the tax rate until the
pominal tax rate beeame so formidable as
to frighten prospective lnvestors, whose ap-
prehensiona could not be allayed by any
amount of explaining that the assessment
represented only 16 per cent of the (rue
value. For 1887 the clty tax rate had
renched the alarming figure of 34 mills. To
relieve this serious situation an Independ-
enl tux commissioner system was lmpro-
vised whereby a separate assessment of
property was to be made, for municipal
taxatlon only, under the direcilon of a lax
commissioner responsible for Lthe work of
hia deputios and assistants, The aggre-
gate assesament under the new system
Jumped at once from $17.415,948 to $33,040,-
603, the latter figures purporting to repre-
sent B3 1-3 per cent of falr cash value. This
pereontage wns ralsed agaln to 40 per oent,
and last year (6 100 per cent, so
that the aggregate asseased valuation of
property subject to municipal taxation for
the coming year Is now considerably in
excess of $100,000,000,

Hallroad Tax Evaslon.

Along with this change In the method of
aesemment, however, has come another
complication of wvital importance. Before
the rallroads' {ntercsis, which were all
powerful In the legislature, notwithstand-
ing ite overwhelming fusion majorities,
would consent to the establishment of a
separsfe assessing jurlsdiction as a part
of the new charter they insisted upon an
oxemption clause requiring the tax com-
miasioner Lo take as the assessment .of the
rallway terminale within the municipal
boundaries the mileage figures fxed by the
State Board of Tranaportation. The mile-
nge figures of the siate board were pre-
sumably arrived at without reference Lo the
valuable franchises of the rallroads and
with the pretense that all terminal values
were distributed over the entire line In
proportion to the number of miles of maln
track in each county, city and village. As
n reault the tmmense terminal facilitles and
depot grounds, depota, {rackage and bridges
of the great trunk lines entering Omaha
wore returned for assessment for city taxa-
tion at merely nominal sums, while all
other property assessed locally was ralsed
to 33 per cont, then to 40 per cent and then
to 100 per cent of its full value. This In-
crease of the clty assesament roll while
the rallroad sssessment remained sta-
tlonary worked to decrease Lhe proportlon
of taxes paid by the raliroads and to trans-
fer thoe burdens thus evaded upon the shoul-
ders of the Individual taxpayers. Thia dis-
erepancy called attention to the further
fact that the pretended distribution of
terminal facllities by the state board wns n
sham and a farce. Property which rall-
rond oxperts hnd themselves testified In
other connections to be worth more than
$25,000,000 was boing taxed on an nesess-
ment of leas than §200,000, and that in the
fate .of the constitutionsl provielon that
taxes should be uniform on sll property
within the jurisdiction Imposing the same.
To bring the matter squarely to an |seve
the tat commissioner and the board of re-
view, In revising the last assecsament roll,
upon legal advice undertook to make an
orlginal assepsment of the rallroad prop-
erty and to include It on the clty tax rolls
in place of the fgures certified down by
the state board. As waoas expected the rall-
roads sought the intervention of the fed-
sral courts with injunction proceedings to
prevent the council from imposing the tax
levy upon thelr property so asuessed, and
this case is atlll pendlag In the gourt, In
the meanwhile, without walting for (he de-
cision, the cltizens of Omaha have been
pressing the leglalature to eliminate the
objectionable clause from the charter, al-
though, It must be admitted, In the face of
the powerful rallroad lobby that glves little
encouragement for immedliate succoss.

Sources of Income,

The city bhas other revenues besides the
procoeds of taxation, but they are of com-
parative inuignificance becauss the lncome
from Neenses, fAnes and penalties must, to
conform to .comatitutional mandate, he
turned over entirely to the school board
for the school fund.

For sireet lmprovemenis an
eystem of taxation by special assessment

of past experience, by which abutling prop-

the oeost.

ferring payments for ten annual lnstall-

1902 s as Tollows:

Totals
Police HMoard Contentlons.

ment of ,the fire and police departments

members, appointed, mol

elaborate
has been devised, largely as an outgrowth

erty emjoying the benefits s assesaed for
These asscsaments are Imposed
by erdinance after certaln jurisdletional
preliminaries are observed and equalized by
the councll ax a hoard of equalisation. The
property owner has the privilege either of
paring the entire amount at once or of de-

ments bearing Interest, In which case the
monsy Is ralsed by (he sale of distriet im-
provement bonds, against which the special
Ansegnineants are carried as a sinking fund
until the entire lasue is taken up, The ex-
hibit of receipts by the city treasurer for

crevevenrns SLOSLESAEL B627,906.10

Next to the guestion of revenue and tax-
ation, M not ahesd of )1, the feature bf the
Omaha charter which has attracted most
attention W that relating to the govern-

c‘_u'? acrhro'l;‘ guire the plant by eminent domain, In
"er‘: hl‘:_"':‘“' ®17em ﬁ‘&é;; which case the sppralsement would bave
From fnes and costs.. 417180 34060 | ‘0 take Inte account the unexpired con-
l"mm‘:m-ill AR . tract. The soquisition of the plant has
men v seereees | hoen constantly sgitated and ln anticipa-
Fro i 0. 0 . 5
From ether sources.... A 39 | Uon of the purchase bonds to the amount

The charter provides for a board of fire and
police commissioners, consisting of four
more than two
from one political party, by the governor of

s At to make the boards continunas, with
the mayor as ex-officio membor and chalr-
man. Much of the tlme the clty has bhad
two setn of fire and polies commiasionars
sontending for possession of the ofMee, the
sapreme court having several times ro-
veraed [tanlf 1n It decisions for and against
municipal home rule, and the right of the
mayor and council to appoint Lthe commis-
slonern instend of the governor. Just at
present a governor-appainted hoard s In
posseasion, but the litigatien s not yet
ended. The polies department Is organized
with a chief and three captainse. The chiel
recelves §2,000 a vear and the eaplaina $80
per month. One captain has charge of the
day force, another the night force and the
third of the deteotive force. Undor them
come the sergerants, siz In number, at §85
per month; the detectives, eleven In num-
bor, and the patrolmen, aixty-six in number. 1

The charter contemplates strict olvil serve
lee rules In both Are and pollee depart-
mentn. Each member of the fire and police |
board s roquired to take an oath in Urhlt'hl
he awenrs that: “'In making sppointments
or considering promotions or removais he

bonds for the erection of city hall, Are| il not be guided or nctusted by politioal |
engine houses, for the comatruction of [ pstives or influences, but will consider only |
bridges, subways and condults, for

| the Interest of the ity and the nucoess and |

eMelency of sald department.”

The members of the department are also
guaranteed agalnst arbitrary removal by a
requirement that charges must first be pre-
forred, and nn opportunity for a hearing
given. In the succension of pollifcal changes
In the control of the police board, however,
these ¢ivil sorvice regilations have not '
counted for moch, the loophole helng found
in the authority eonforred on the board to |
reduce the foree by dismissals without |
charges or hearings whenever the funds at
its disposal will not warrant retention. To
add pew favorites and then dismiss old |
offleorn for want of fundas Is easy. The clty |
malntaine {ts own jall and police patrol. |
Ita pallee and fAire alarm system ls operated |
through the loeal telophone company on n
contruot, |
The fire department I8 orgenlzed along |
kimliar Hnes, with a fire chief n-r-hlng|
$1,000 n year, two dbpuly chiefs nt $1,800

and $1.200 per yeur reapectively, capialios, |
engineers, pipemen and firemen, making
the whole force number 119 men. There

are thirteen engine houses, most of them
owned by the elty, In which are installed
upparatus, Including four fire engines, two
themical engines, one water tower, four
hooks and ladders and twelve carriages
and hoss wogZons.

Control of Park Syatem.

The park board has complete contral over
the parks and boulevards, The board ltself
consists of flve members, appointad by the
mayor, although previous to the home rule
doelslon they had been appointed by the
district judges, who might resume that
authority under more recent court decislons
it so diapossd. The board has at lts dis-
posal in addition to the proceeds of the
purk levy the portion of the county road
fund which is allotted to the elity, One
matter under the jurlsdiction of the park
board deserves passing notice, namely, the
constant effort to have streets declarad
boulevards In order that they may be lm-
proved at the general expense rather thien
at the cost of the andjacetit property own-
ors. The difference between & streot or
svenue and a boulevard Im Omaha to all
practical Intents and purposes !s the differ-
ance betweon having It paved and improved
with the cost sezsessed back agalost the
abutting property and having it parked
and cared for at tha expense of all the tax-
payers out of the park fund., The clty has
the right to aoquire parks and parkways
by eminent domaln, and wheén exorcising
this authority rlso assesases back the bene-
fits to the benefited proporty. The park
system fincludes thirteen different parks,
measuring 617.44 acres, with 9.8 miles of
boulevards, "
Omanha’s publle llbrary s subject to the
conirol of a library board of nine mem-
bers, serving without pay, appolnted three
At a time for terms of ithree yoars by the
mayor and counecil, The Ubrary ls housed
in a library building, erected in 1863 from
the proceeds of §100,000 of bondas, In which
one floor Is given over to museum and
art gallery purposes. Its administration
is through a librarian and Hbrary staft
consisilng mainly of young women with
saluries ranging from $330 to SL000 & year,
A blodery Is operatéd in conjunction with
the libhrary with varying employes to the
number of two or three, but confioing
its work to binding locldent to the library
requirements,
Health Regulations,

The Health department ls under the dl-
rection of the health commisaloner, who
has one head assistant and sanitary In-
spectora ns occaslon reguires, The (n-
spection relates chlefly to contagious dis-
eases and perishable food products, and
the vital statistion of the city are com-
piled in the health office. Garbage Is col-
lected by contract subject to regulations
of the Health department. The original
garbage contract contemplated the re-
moval to outlying farm lands, but much
of the refuse {8 dumped |nto the river.
The question of garbage disposal by In-
clneration or otherwise wmust soon be met.

The clty law department cousints of ths
city attorney and one assistant city attor-
ney, together with a clty prosecutor, who
attends to police court business. An abs
stracter Is also attached to this department’
In connectlon with cases relating to taxa-
tion and spocial assossments and s special
agent to whom s delegated the duty of
gathering evidence to protect the city in
damage sults.

As already Indicated, the publie Improve-
ments come under the Board of Public
Works, consisiing of the oity engineer,
comptroller and the bullding Inspector.
The engineering depariment Is In reality
the construction department of the elty.

| with a salary that
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L
the state for terms of four years, cxpiring | be chosen by slection, whila vacancies are |

16 be flled by the othar members, The law |
provides for & wecretary of the board, whol
will slse ba Lhe water commissioner and
act as general mannger of the plant when
it is Nnally aoquired. The water commis-
sloner Is ingpured a good-behavior tenure
cannot be diminished |
during his Incumbency, though subject to
inorease at any time by vote of the water

board. The snew law repealed the provision |
suthorizging the Imposition of a lax flor
water rental for the current year, which

accounts In a =mall part for the reduoed
tax levy for 1908

| forma,

Sireet Lighilng MNeferenecen,

The only specific references Lo slreet
lighting corporations in the charter are
| those which give the council sutherity to
| regulaie the use of the sirects for excava-
tions by gas and electric lighting of the
streets and publle places. Another mection
gives the mayor and councll power to reégu- |
jate and provide for the lighting of the
sirects, laying down gus, water and other
pipes, and the erection of lamp pouts, elec-
trie towers, or other apparatus and to regu.
late the same, and the use of gas and alec-
trie lights, and fix and determine the price
of gas, the charge of clectric lights and
power, and the rents of gas meters within
ihe eity and regulata the inspection thereof,
and regulste telephone service and the use
of telepliones within the city and to fix and |
determine the charges for telephones lndll
telephone porvicn connections, as well as to
tequire the removal and placing under-
ground of any or all telegraph, telephone or |
eloctrie wires, The city 12 served with both |
electricity and gas for lighting. The olec-
trio lighting company has a term agroement
to furnish street lamps nt §94.50 per year, |
nominal 2.000 candle power and burning all |
of overy night. A condition of this contract ]
requires It to pay Into the city treasury as |
a franchise royaliy 3 per cent of I8 gross |
receipts from commarcinl lighting within the |
elty Hmits. The rovalty paid for the Jast
yeutr wah §5,053.00, The gas company ls op-
erating under a tweniy-five-yoar franchise,
which contanins within it an obligation to
bid for street lighting «t a price not ox-
eccding 820 per year per lamp, but an addi- |
tionnl $6 has been added whoere Welsbach
burners are In use. The franchise contract
also includes a wtipulated sliding scmle of
prices for private consumption varying with
the ageregaie number of cuble feet cone
sumed the precoding your. The price of gas
is now $1.456 for llluminating purposes and
$1 for heating per 1,000 cuble feet, with a
royalty to the city of b cenws per 1,000 cuble
feet. This royalty for last year amoubted
to $14,264.17. The oity ia paying for 444/
electric strect lamps, 1,063 gas lamps anid
268 gasoline sireet lamps. Aside from the
price acheduled in the gas franchige con-
tract the councll has never undertaken to
rogulate the price for privite patrons of
elther gas, electric Hghting or telephone
companies.

Powers of Council,

Thoe clty council Is vested with all the
usual powers of regulation and minor legis-
Iatlon that pertnins to such bodies. It mupt
nct by ordinance passed through the regular
The ordinances must be read three
times at separate meetings of the council,
The council meets once a week in general
commitiee and sgain In formal sesslon.
With nine members, five afirmative votes
are required to pass an ordinppce and six
to ovorride the mayer's veto. The Incentive
and facllity for combines therefore could
searcely be greater. No bonds, excepting
renowal bonds, may be {msued without ratl-
fication by the vote of the people. The
game applies to all ordindnces modifying or
extending franchises Involving the use of
the publie streets. Claims against the ity
must be sworn to and approved by the
offleer under whom the work Is performed
or to whom the supplies are furnigshed. On
the disallowance of any clalm it throws
the clalm into court, while another pro-
vision prohibits the mayor and councll from
allowing any bill for labor or materinl ex-
cept through the order of a court aMer
such bill has been adversely reporied on
and rejected by the administration under
which it has been incurred, or has been
presented within elghteen months after it
was Incurred and became payable.

The Dmaha charter {s very pointed in its
prohibitions designed to prevent official

corruption. That these provisions have had
the effect almed at is, however, open to
sorlous questicon.

Separnte Clty Electlons,

The change in the length of the official
term from two years to three years wWas
pccompanled by a change of the time of
the municipal election, giving us our city
eloctions In the spring, while state and
county elections came in the fall. This
system of separate municipal electlons,
while It has not ellminated polities from
the elty campalgn has yet proved of un-
questioned sdvantage in making the Issue
eclear cut and distinet from general po-
ltieal considerations. The contests for
the city oMeces have been waged between
the regular political parties, but the fuct
that while the eity la strongly republican
the democratic candidates for one of the ex.
scutive ofMices and for soveral places in the
eouncll were successful shows that Inde-
pendent voting can be made more effective
than it would be If the clty election were
only incidental to the line-up for gensral
party supremacy,

The charter establishos the depository
plan for city funde. It requires all the
Increment from public moneys to be turned
into the publlc treasury. Banks of sub-
stantial ecapital may become clty depos-

v | ©rehard & Wilhelm g
| WELCONE. FURNITURE | ST Ve

Our new spring stock i here and our furniture floors are aglow with the choicest
and latest designs of all kinds of furniture, in all woods and finishes. Here is shown
the cabinet makers’ handiwork, the bringing out of every small detail as laid out by
the designer. Here you will find just what you want in furniture, the right article at
the right price for we carry the most complete stock.

“From the cheapest that's good, to the best that's made. ™'

We want you to come here for your furniture needs.

GO-CARTS

The new line is here—a
different go-cart in many
ways from previous season’'s
styles. We invite you to see
them. The new combination
go-cart, combines both in

one. The latest—The New
inglish  Carriages — gee
them.

Go-carts special at $3.00,
$4.35. .90, $6.90, $7.00,
$7.75, $10.50, $12.00 $£13.75
and up.

LI

$16.75. £19.00.

SHIRT WAIST

For Monday only.

30 Smyrna Rugn,
SPECIAL CAR

Combination go-cart carriage with cush-
ion and parasol, special at $11.75, $14.00,

LACE CGURTAIN SALE

Our April curtain sale continues throughout the entire month and the exceptional
values we offer will be an inducement for you to make your purchases during this sale.
We show herdwith some of the special prices,

83,00 ruMed Swise and Net Curtains with insertion and lace edge, full length and width, special price §1.50
€575 and £7.50 RMope Port'eres, all colors, specinl entire month $5.00 pair.

e Th and £7.50 Partleres with borders, all colors,
£1.00 and £1.25 door panels, yvery special, entire month, 75 cents each.

Cretonnes and Curtain 8w ss, this is the season when everyone buys Swiss for the bed
wtock s complete—a new shipment of colored Swiss, stripes and fgures at 20c per yard.
HBONXE&—We make them to order in our drapery department, colors to match rooms.
Window shudes, specinl odd ones, all colors.

Big @arpet and Rug Sale

Bargains that are genuine and a selection from the most com-
plete assortment of floor coverings to be seen in the west.

0x12 Wilten Rugs, regular price $37.50, Monday
§-3x10-6 Wilton Rugs, regular price $34.60, Monday ...
0x12 best 6-frame Body Brussels, regular price $28.50, Monday ....cosssvsssnssssB2LO0
Ax10-6 best 6 framo Dody Brussels, regular price 3$26.50, Houdl! bacocooau.l-u!.nn
fx12 bost lmperial Smyroa, regular price $37.50,
regular price $L36——Mondny, @ach ..ieisaieies
ETS—$1.80 Wilten Velvet, Monday, sewed, per yard, for........§1.35
BPECIAL CARPETS—$1.835 Wilton Velvet, Monday, sewod, per yard, for «.oeese..4L00 |
BPECIAL CARPETS—$1.10 Wilton Velvet, Monday, sewed, per yard, for ....cvvees 80
These goods will be placed on sale for Monday ouly.

Orchard & Wilhelm Carpet Co

1414:16-18:20 Douglas Street, ©maha, Neb.

REFRIGERATORS

The Herrick, a different
refrigerator from the old
fagshioned kind, one built

upon scientific principle and
one that is absolutely sani-
tary and has DRY COLD
AIR circulation. Over
eleven hundred in- use in
Omaha and not a dissatis-
fied customer. What better
endorsement do you want,
We have the Herricks in
gpruce Jined, white enamel and Opalite
tile, £14.00, $16.00, $19.50, $21.00, $22.00,
£24.00 and $25.00,

entire month, §5.00 palr.

rooms, Our

40 centa each. v

snbesnssenansesnncss $30.00
sassasaasnsssnsJ96.50

LTI

Monday.icessnes «+« $20.50

fi5e

semas AERERRRIE RS

reconstruct and keep in repair any viaduct
or viaducts over or under Its tracks for
the safety and protection of the public.
The damages entalled by the erection of
ruch vianducts are assessod the same way
a8 those for grading a strest. While the
plans and specifications must be as re-
quired by the city engineer and approved
by the mayor and city councll, the cost of
the entlre construction must be borme by
the rallroads. Where there are two or more
rallrond companies operating tracks crossed
by such viaducts the proportion of the cost
Is borue by each as delermined by the
mayor and councdl A provislon of this
kind in a former charter was fought by the
rallroads ans unconstitutional and carried
clear up 1o the United Stales supreme
court, but the rallroads lost and have been
required to submit to 1t8 requirements. As
a result, although the terminals of the
rallronds {n Omahs cut through the center
of the city, traffie (s facilitated by a via-
duct aystem, which has no equal In any
other city of its size in the country.

The cliy treasurer is the ex-officio treas-
urer for the school board, but this Is the
only instance where en officer serves more
than ome municipal corporation, there belng
separate county officers in all departments,
notwithstanding the fact that the city is
inclusive In the county. The guestion of
merger of city and county governments in
whole or In part has been repeatedly
agitated, but nothing has come of It as yet,
owing to obstacles interposed by bene-
ficiaries of the present sysiem.

This iIs the paper on Omaha's charter his-
tory contributed by Victor Rosewater of
The Bee to a series of articles reviewin
the municipal governments of the prinel 1‘
American citles, now being printed in the
Denver Poel. The figures incorporated have

reference to the charter as previous to
recent amendment by the legislature,
——

Turn your old

Itories by bldding not less than 2 per cent
interest on current balances and fling
bonds to safeguard the city ngalnst losa.
It is needless to say that hone of the batks
have ever pald more than the reguired 2
per oent.

The foree employed variea with the amount
of work to be done, although thers s a
permanent Lst of employes to keep the
records, Inspect the pavements, sidewalks,
sewers, ote, All work must be let oan com-
petitive bids, for which due notice s given
by advertising, and no scandals arising out
of the public lmprovements have arisen
eince the adoption of the present charter,
The city has guaranty contracts covering
most of ita newly lald pavements, requir-
ing the contractor to keep it ln repalr a
cerinin number of years, usually fve, and
It has another separate contract for the
repaly of asphalt psvements on which the
gunranty has explired.

Omaba's Water Supply.

Up to the presont Omaha has been sup-
plied with waler by a privatd corporation
operating under a coniract with the city,
by which it furnishes hydrant service for
fire protection at specified rates. The num-
ber of hydrants now (n yse Is 1,483, and the
annual remtal, $02.080. Under the contract
with the water company the city has a
right to purchase without allowancs for the
unexpired franchise at the end of a twenty-
five-year period, which terminates In Bap-
tembéer next. It has aleo the righi to so-

of $3.000,000 were voled at the last clity
election. To put this purchase plan into
effect & charter amendment has just been
enacted cresting = water board soparate
and disilnet from the other branches of the
elly government, conalsting of six members,
three from each of the oppositig polltioal
partios, appointed originally by the gover-
nor for terma, sxpiring alternate biennials,
with & view (0 makiog a contipyous board
with six-year terms. The successors of the

The mayor and counc!l have the au-

books Into money.
Telephone B 2367

WE Yl ==

FOR OLD BODKS it

“Ye Old Booke Shep,”

thotity to requlre any railroad company to

1414 FARNAM ST,

City Tioket Office,
1324 Farnam Street.

The Bes Want Ads Producs Results-

= ——

of Cardui

influence

and count

me, 1
snd

| Sovernor-appointed commissionars are o)

WINE OF CARDUI

Wine of Cardui regulates menstrustion, cures bearin
Yinings and all manner of female weakness, This pure
young womanhkood by giving her correct mensira
mother during pregnancy and at childbinh, assisting her to recover quickly from the ordeal,

%ndm relieves women of aches and pains in the head, back and abdomen, and is
menstrual periods, especially when there are symptoms of irregularity or suppression. At the change of
gives a womun strength to resist the shock which generally attends the passage of this im
Wine of Cardul will keep any woman healthy by shielding her from the dangers which lie in wait

THE GREAT FAMILY MEDICINES

Thedford's Black-Draught is the original liver regulator,

Wine of

I bave been usi

of the liver on the human °F

less pains,

Thedford's Black-Draught is the companion remedy of Wine of Cardul.
getber perfectly, and are

THEDFORDS BLACK DRAUGHT

well,
ars gone.

y appetite is good.

advice, address

Chattancogs

1f you think need
w.w‘m

Sy

habits. It corrects barrenness, and is

Its results are as far-resching and important as the
Thedford's Black-Draught Invigorates digestion, curing dyspepsia.
It regulates the bowels, curing constipation, diarrhoen and dysentery. Byr
and colds, and by strengthening the action of the kidneys it relleves the

nerally sold together. During the past seventy-five years they have cured millious of
persons in the privacy of the bome, without doctors’ offensive private examinations

Wine of Cardui and Thedford’s Black-Draught slways do the same
Your druggist has $1.00 bottles of Wine of Cardul and 25-cent packages of

Wine of Cardui and Thedford's Black-Draught m you sdvised me io, and
I am not constipated an
¢ numbness is all gone and | feel better in every way.

symptoms, ‘‘The Ladies’ Advisory
ine Ca-pna;. Chatlancogs, Tean,

N

ixritation of \he, membranous
safely through the perils of
the stay of the young

nervousness
es the young |iri

st the
Wine
t period.

her sex.

liver it cures
which cause rheumatism

ating the
of

These two preparations work lo-

ve treatment,
is invariably the result,
edford’s Black-Draught.

or
thing, and he

Brandon, Als., March 9, 1902.

my paing have left
my stomach is not sore. The pains in my side

Mrs, J. A, McCURDY,




