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(Copyvight, 198 by Frank . Carpenter.)
FERLIN, March 4.—(Special Cor-
respondence of The Bee )—In the
capital of the German empire, in
the heardt of Friedrichstrasse,
withiin & block of Unter den lin-
den and a few minutes' walk of the Thier-
aarten, 1 write of the American invanion. 1t
is all arcund me. 1 fAnd it In every strect
wnd overy blook. It sticks out like g plmple
on ope's nose and here (n the busiest part of
the city It assumes the elze of 1 big red boll.
Over there at the right is a shop with the
Amerioan ehield above the door. It bearn
the stars and atripes In red, white and
blue, and below It are Dutch figures lean-
ing over a wship rall, leoking out at the
wem. That ls our own American line tout-
ing for its Rod Star boals, and 1he German
iravel across the Atlantic,

Next door Is a hat store. The most
vashiopable shapes are Americean, and the
best are made by two well known New
York firma, They are considered mupericr
to any others, and $5 American derbles
are worn by the swells. ‘There are Amer-
ican tallor ahopa in different parts of Ber-
Iin, and our styles now vie with those of
Parls rnd London.

Bul ook at (hope girls who are now
coming up sireet. See the jaunty one at
the right. She has a hat with a little
American flag draped around (t. 1 hear her
*alking as she goes by. Her features are
Germnn and her gpeech Ia that of the lower
ciass Berlinese. Bhe s aping the Ameri-
cun to be in the fashion. That s so with
many girls In Berlin., Since the kaleer has
been courting President Roosevelt and
Prince Henry han visited America, plelures
of Mr. Roosevelt and the prince, painted on
the Americsn flag, and of Mles Allce Roose-
velt, bBave beem sold In the [llestrated
postal card stores, and the milliners have
labeled thelr pew bonnets and hats *‘echt
Anericanische."”

Even Awmerican diamonds are sold hero.
I mean flash diamonds of the paste varlely.
Thore is a store juat beyond the steam-
ahip offiee where crowds are always look-
Ing in at the windows, That store be-
longs Lo & man named Talt, who s bet-
ter known In continental Europe than any
other American jeweler. He sells nothing
but diamonds, and that at a uniform price
of a dollar and a half, no matier if the
slone be as big as a buckeye or as small
ns & pea. He brings out the shine with a
blaze of ecleciric lights so great that you
can warm your hands or the show win-
dows, or rather you could were it not for
the mervant who standa oo the street
polishing them. This man has shops In
most of the big cities, and he is one of the
dreat advortisera, At the time Prince
Hewy was in Chicago he put a full-page
advertisement |n the leading newspaper
of Berlin. of which the following Is &
transiation.

“Righty ver ceal of the American ladies
whe attended Prince Hemry's reception last
might wore Tait's diamonds.*

Hugh adveriising in pew here, and in con-
mnoctioy with the craze for American things
it created somewhat of a sensation.

In the same connection was ihe sdyver-
tisement of a well known Ameriean snoe,
a full-page apnouncement stating that st
the Uime Alice Roosevelt broke the botile
of champagne with which she nmmed the
kalser's yacht she had on these shoes.

Speaking of the American shoe, one of
the best shou stores in Europe ls right
here on Freldrichstrasse. Comv with me
down the street to the verner of Lelpsiger-
siraase and tako a look st it. K Is in a big
puliding bolonging to the Kquitable Lite
{nsurance company of New York, and it
sells nothing but Amevican shoes. There
are o dosen other places ln the city where
sur shoos are sold, but ncae which does a
pusiness like this, It 18 crowded from
morning till night and it 18 a poer day
when Its sales do not rum up to 4,000
snarks, It has been opon but only two
yoars, aod has done s big business from
the start. It sells only for cash, and its
meothods are sltogother American, oven to
We mnegre booiblack imported from New
fork, whe shines your shoes while you
ralt, It has two makes of shoes, and
wils them at a fAxed price of $4.50 a palr,

which is just 31 more than the same shoe
corts auywhere In the United States.

1 dropped Into this store (he other day
and had a chat with the proprictor. He
Is n young New Jorsoyite of 25 years of
mge, enthusiastic as 1o the prospecis for
Ame rlrnu_ trade.  Here |8 his story as It
came cutl In response 10 my questlons:

“About three yeass or ro ago my father
and 1 #old out our sbos business ir, New-
ark, N. J., und looked arouna for a place
to ecpen another, My father bad heen In
the habit of roming io Europe OVery sum-
men on account of the rhenmatism, and in
looking about come to the conelusion that
Europe might be a good place for an up-
to-date shoe store. He now visited the
chief cltlea and finally decided to open one
in Vienna. He tried 1o rent a place there.
but 24 soon as the peopls found what he
was about to do they ralsed the rent, and
2000 of the Vieanessw shoemakers held a
meeting and threatened to wreck the store
it it should be opened. He then came (o
Berlin and finally rented this place. Heo
cabled me Lo mend on # stock of shoes. |
did so. We sold from $400 to $1.000 worth
a day al the start, and have been dolng
better right along,. We bhave since estab-
liahed shoe stores in Frankfort-on-the-
Main and In Hamburg. They are also do-
ing well,™

“What Is the difference hoetween the
Americsn and the German shoe? I asked.

“There I8 no comparison,” was the
reply. "“The Gorman shoes lacks shape,
siyle and comfori; all of which the Amer-
fcan shee has. The Germans have learned
the difference, and they are now irylng to
imitate our shoes. They come here and
buy samples for models, They save Im-
poried cur shoemaking machinery, bat they
bave nut succecded as yol. They have some
big faclories, but none so large as ours
They ought to be able to manufacture more
cheaply, but cannot, allhough their men
recelve only one-fourth as high wages as
ours. They work more slowly and cannot
get the work out of thelr machines.”

“"WIHl the Germans pay high pricea for
American goods?”' [ saked.

“Yem, I the geods are worth it. The pea-
ple: know what they want, and th:y pay
well for everything. 1 thought prices were
low here bafore 1 came over. They are not.
Meu's clothing, If you take the fit and
style into account, cosis less in New York
than In Berlin, | can have a sult made
here for 12 marks, or $30, but it will not
have any better stufl, nor it as well as a
ready-made sult which 1 can ge! in New
York for from $12 Lo $18. A sult made
to order at $26 In New York |s better than
any you can get here made to order for
$35. It Is the same with women's clothing.
As to prices the kinds J shoes we are
selling for $4.60 were formerly sold for
$5. 36 and 37 & pair. Then only the ri:h
bought them. Now lhey are used by the
middle classes as well."”

“One word more about the American
shoe. Cousul General Mason of Berlin has
done ms much as any man Ju our consular
service Lo lotreduce it. He began to urge
Its sele six yoars ago, and at last got our
loading factories o send several drum-
mera and finaly te cstabliah storcs (o sowme
of the chiefl citles, He sars that there are
six or olght blg German cities where shoe
stores like this in Berlin could be profitably
established. These are. Cologne, Breslau,
Dresden, Lelpsig, Munich, Stuligart and
sSiraaburg.

It ls strange that we should be giving
the Germans, one of the chief musical peo-
ples. musical instruments. It |s neverthe-
lesa (ruv. The grapbopbone, gramopbone
and the phonograph are all sold In large
quantities. The graphophone people have
thelr cylinders put up In boxes, covered
with a pleiure of the American flag;: and
when the empreas of Germany bought a ma-
chine for the crown prince last year the
recards thus boxed were sent to the palace.

The mansger of the German graphophone
company, al my request, 1old me how Chat

sale was made, Sald he: ““The adva~ces’

came from the royal family and pot from
us, Oone Jay one of the empress’ lndles in
welting came in one of the royal carriages
te our office on Friedevichstrasse and
nsked that some moachines be sent to Lhe

CORNER IN FREDERICHSTRASSE

palace for examinstion on the morning
following. We sent several, and with Lthem
one of our best looking German employes
to show how they worked,

“This waa done at the palace in thoe
presence of the empress, the crown prince
and otters. The empress wanted oge of the
cheaper machines. but the crown prince
Inslsted on the best and gol 't. The money
for It was pald 2t once, and within a few
weeks others were ordered, so that now a
half dozen are owned by the royal famlily.
I am told that his majesty, the kalser, now
and then uses them, and that his favorite
tunes are our plantation melodies.”

The Americans appreciate the advantage
of location belter (han the Germans, They
ure rapldly getting hold of the best corners
in Berlin for their different bhusiness en-
terprises. This is so with the shoe store
abeve mentloned. It Is on the corner of
the two chiet retail strects, The rent In
high, bul it payse. The bdbullding, whi~h as
1 have sald belongs to an American insur-
ance company, is one of the best In Ber-
lin. It has many Americans ‘n it, Includ-
ing the United Stales consulate general
and several American newspaper corres-
pondents, The kodak s sold om u corner
further up sireet, and an American coash
reglster company bas another corpner with
windows full of catehy advertisements of
its machines. One of our chief Lypewriters
hos another prominent cerner, where you
can see pretty German givla clicklog away
on American nochines at any business hour
of the day, and th) American-German
Graphophone company has alty a corper
filled with these red, white and blue boxea
containing ita records,

One reason for choosing an expensive lo-
cation is the advertisemenl. The Clermans
have their own laws as to sueh matters,
apd all billboard advertisements have to
be submitted to the city architects before
they can bo put up. No one can put out a
sign without such comsenit. Advertising Is
pot done on the walls, Real estate boards
are not put up in the wvacant Jots, and
when a circus comes lo town [t has to be
contented with little round towors which
bave been put up at Lthe street corners for
advertising purposes. When Buffalo Bill
gave a show In Berlin be could find no place
for his show hills, and when Lhe Barnum
cireus came some years ago It solved the
problem by Luying up store windows rad
store fronts and putting the plctures In-
side the stores. This was not liked by the
other German merchants, but It was a new
thing, and at that time no law had been
enacted agalnst |t

One must be careful how his advertise-

ments are worded., There s a law apainst ©

stating anything which cannot bhe sub-
sitantiated, and he who does so is liable 10
be aued for unfair competition. 1 bhave
from Braloard H. Warner, jr., our consul
ut! Lelpsic, & translation of the law of un-
fair competition. It provides, In the first
place, that any falsebood In an advertise-
ment conearning the method of production,
source of supply, or character of the wares
subjects the person makipg It to a fine of
$357. Second, that spreading a false report
coneerniog & competitor is punished with
a similar fine, or Imprisonment for one
year. And (hird, any deception as 1o
quality of goods, Including false welght,
I8 punished for every Infringement with a
fine of $36. The same law prohibiis a olerk
from divulging a business ase.ret while em-
ployed, and any competitorwho takes ad-
vaniage of such (nformation is also lable
te punishment. The fine In this case is
3,000 marks, or $Ti4,

Indeed, an American who comes to Ger-
many (o do business has many things to
learn. There are new laws for everything,
and he needs legal advice at every stop.
One American who is o trade bero reocently
wanted to remodel his store and throw four
or five reoms loto one. He wsked for com-
petitive bids from several bullders on the
undersiapding Mhat the lowest bidder was
to have Lhe job. He awarded it wocord-
ingly, and then one of the other bidders
brought swit against him for the time and
labor emaployed in making the ylans he had
submitted. The American fought the suit
and loat it, He net only had to pay $190 (o
the unsuccessful bidder, but alsv the costs

of the sult and the fees of the plaintiff's
lawyer,

The man who loses a lawsult In Ger-
many mtst not only pay the conls, but
also the fees of his opponent. The losw
fees are fixed for cach onse. and they ar»
very low., One can hire a gocd lawyer fo
ona day for $12.50, and the drawing up of
Papers costs lHitle more tuan the charges
for ordinary clerieal hire (n the United
Etates.

Berlin has now a good electric car ays-
tem. The cars are of the American put-
tern, muny of them having been made in
St. Louls. They are sent bére (0 pleces,
and are pul together by the German me-
chanics, Fach oir seats twenty-e!ght pasa-
engers, and there are a certain numbar
of standing places on the platforma. No
smoking is alluwed in the vars, but ther:
s on the wall ouiside a little brass shel’
with grooved holes Into which cigars ocan
be stuck by those who wish Lo go Insido,
Each groove las its number, and the
thrifty German after coming out lights up
his clgar and finishes his smoke. The
American would throw away the cigar; ths
German smokes It to (he end, although he
dees it in sectlons.

The crdinary street car fare Is 10 plen-
nigs, or 2% of our cenfs. In some cages
an extra fare is charged where the courss
is long, but I Fave ridden several milea
for 10 pfennige. This seems to be the rate
all over Germany and is just half that ef
our American rate. Indeed, I doubt if you
will find a city wher: transportation |s
cheaper than bere. Friedrichs resse Is ton
narrow for tram cars, nand a large part of
Ita transit is on omnolbusses, which charge
4 cent and a quarter a trip. These busses
run every minule. The (footboards are
very low, and cue can jump on or off with-
aut stoppiog the omnibus. The=e are simi-
lar vehlcles on Unter den Linden.

I like the cab system here. Not only in
Berlin, but in most of the German cities
there are cabs known as taxameters. Each
cab has a sort of cyclometer arrangement
on it, a clock-like affair, which I8 just be-
hind the driver, and o that the man who
rides in the cab can walch the “mands go
around, Indleating how many miles he has
traveled and how much the fare is. You
pay &0 pfennigs, or 12% conts for the
first half mille, and 10 pfennigs for ecach
additional quarier of a mile. There ks an-
other part of the machine which reglsters
the fare for walting, so that one can tell
Just exactly what he ought to pay at any
point during the ride. Baggage may be
taken on top of sucn cabs, and Lthe chargea
are from 8§ cents to 25 cents, according to
the weight of the trunks, the former being
the ckarge up to Ofty-five pounds, and the
Iatter that for 3 box welghing 220 pounds.
Everything I1s paid for according to tariff,
and there s no extortion llke that of New
York and some other American citles.

FRANK (. CARPENTER.

Pointed Paragraphs

Cupid is always shooting and continually
making Mra.

Some men would rather lose & friend than
the beat of an argument.

Carelessness with parlor matches causes
& few fires and many divorces,

It takes a dog and the boy who ownas him
to form a mutual admiration soclety.

There's quite a difference betwetn keep-
lng boarders and having boarders keep you

Bome men do not hesitate to break a
promlse, because it §8 50 easy to make an-
other.

There are occasional moments In every
old bachetor's lifo when ho is glud he never
married,

The wise girl doesu't waste her time on
the yvoung man who wasles his time kissing
her hand.

The country has turped out some greal
men—and there are n lot of others in office
that sbould bhe turnad out.

The truest and best friend 4 man can havo
is a wile who does her bost to keep him In

the strolght sod parrow path.—Chicago
News.




