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Municipal Hottennres—A
Terror fo Crooke,

It has beet ten years slnce Joseph W
Foik, seelng no future for himeelf beyond &
comfortable living in the practice of law
in hir native town of Brownsville, Tean.,
doolded to go 1o Bt. lLouls, the meiropolis
of all that reglon, and hang out his shingle
He landed 1here an unberalded mnd un-
known country lawyer and for seven Years
the average resident of 8t Louis knew that
Bo such man eoxinted. Then, by a qurer
turn of the politleal machinery, the demo-
eratie Jeaders picked out this young man
ar thelr capdidate for eirrult attorney and
electod him.

Today Joseph W. Folk i known mot only
In Si Louls, but in all America as the man

who pulled down about the heads of the |

“hosses” who elevated him the ocorrupt
politice! strocture they had spent years in
rearing; who has sent fourteen men,
cluding the democratic leader, a milllopaire
or twe, and ity lawmakers, to the penl-
tetitlary for the orimes of bribery and per-
Jury, who hopes to conviet ten more men
on similar charges, and who has oaused
four others, one a multl-millionalre, to be-
come exiles from Americon soll

In lem than three years
lawyer has cleansed St. Louls of the mu-
pnicipal debauchery thsat had jofectsd (it
for twenty. Alone and unaided he bas per-
formed this monumental task by bluff, hard
work, and hin knowledge of criminal law
gatned while defending petty offenders be-
fore the couris fu his bome town of some
3,000 papulation

Mr. Folk Goea 1o 8. Lowuis.

When, in his 284 yemr, Mr, Folk set
Rimsall up in 8t Louls, it was with the de-
termioation to begin all over agaln. He
decided 1o drop criminal Inw, which ke had
been practicing ever sinoce his graduation

1o~ |

this country '

i)-:-u realize that the bribe money I8 In your

So Frultinl of Archacolo-
gleal Nesmlta

milts—{n vour posssssion® Add do you
realize that you are, refores, mn mcces-
sary to the crime of bribery and can be |
arregied and prodecuted and  puanisked
therefor® 1 shall do this very thing If you

| dou’t open that box for us ™

It was stupendous bluf—its maker bad
o blufl—but 1t worked Fifteen minutes
inter the pale and nbaking trust company
prexident led the way to the wvaults, the
box was opened, and there lay 155,000 In
bribe money before the very eyes of thre
| elrewit attorney and the three grand jurors

An hour later the same blufl was worked,
but with more difflculty, at the bank whish
]wu repository for $60.000 and the first
chiain of ovidence wan compiete, which Iater
oo was alarmingly amplifisd by the confes-

ialons of & fugpitive, John K. Murrell, apd |

by members of the house of dJelegates of the
city counci]l while under cross-ezamination
in the grand jury room

How Mr. Folk Prepared for the Trial

i Then Mr. Folk set to work studying crim

inal law for eighteen and twenty hours a
| day, so that he could be prepared o meet
the onslaughis st ithe trials of the famous
| array of legal talent that the defendants
had retained. This midoight toll had its
reward—the trial records show that whet-
ever thia or that opposing legal light raised
& point the prosscutor successfully met It
with another alwaye a lttle bhetter,

Biufl, unceasing work, & country ocourt

oxperience and a determination unshuaken
| even by Lhrests of sssasainstion and the
| bitter knowledge that he would have to
| work for the downfall of friends—thess are
the weapons which have caused Joseph W
Folk, just turned 35, to bring about the
I',bl.‘m.'ﬂ collapse of a corrupt political ring
| vlnce Tweed was sent to jall, and which
| have placed him in the foremost rank of
| the leading oriminal lawyers of the day.

[ And yet, for all the reputstion that has
comé 1o him within the Iast two years, he

from Vanderbllt university three yvears be- | {s as modest and unassuming as in the days

fore, and to take up the civil end of the | when he was a green

profession. Gradually he succeeded In get-
ting business men to trust thelr legal in-
terests to him, and s0 firm had his purpose
become never to meddle in things criminsl
again and so remunerstive was his civil
s, tha:
ward Butler, democrat, appeared before him
Aand saked Him to become the party's pom-
fnoe for circult attorney, Mr. Folk In-
stantly refused Lo conaider suck a proposi-
tlon. Nor could days of argument budge
kim, and then the ““boss’ threatened:

“We'll pominate you anyway and make
you refuse the honor on the floor of the
convention.”

“Very well," wan the reply, “I'll refuse.”

Then Mr. Folk's clients, bhacked up by
other business men, stepped Iln and inter-
eeded with him to take the office for the

Where Mr. Folk Got the First Clue.

The year 1801 found s eivil lawryer oceu-
pying the position of circult attorney of St
Louls, and his name was Joseph W. Folk
Naturally, Mr. Folk fell immediately back
on his knowiedge of criminal jlaw galoed In
his home town, and bhe worked at pight to
improve this.

He was thus occupled, when, one day, he
saw & “squil’’ In a newspaper stating that

it was rumored that certain members of
the bhouse of delegates (8t Louls' lower
leginintive branch) were having some

trouble in getting at §75.000 bribe money
in a safe deponlt vault, which they felt they
were entitlied to have.

Mr. Folk's |dea of politics i idesal—that
politics should be clean. “He whe wio-
lates the law is not a democrat, is not a
republican—he is a criminal,” he has sald.
Here was a hiot st the worst kind of mu-
nicipal erime, and although he lmew thst,
#f It were true, men of his own party and
soms of his friends would be lmplicated, he
quietly began investignting

A few daye’ Inguiry satisfied Mr. Folk

that the clipping referred to an attempt on |

the part of the Buburban railway to securs
the pamsage of an ordinsnce enhancing the
value of its property several million. Then,
although he had absolutely mothing except
his suspicions that this was so to back
him, he sent for the rallway’'s millionaire
president, Charles H. Turner, and s Jeg-
Islative agent, Philip Stocke, 10 appear be-
fore Bim. When they came he informed
them tha! he wanted them to tell him about
the attempt which they bad made to bribe
the house of delogates to pame house b
No. 44. They denied that any such thing
had been sttempiod

A Scared Milllonnire.

*Very well gentlemen.'' sald Mr. Folk
1t will be my duty 10 issue warrants for
your arrest and prosecute you to the fullest
extent of the law. Would you retbher have
wme 4o that, or will you come back to me
#at the end of three days and give me the
Wmformation demanded*™

At the ond of the second day ex-Gov.
emar Charles P. Johnson of Missouri, one
of the leading crimins] lawyers of the mid.
die west, waiked into the prosecutor's of-
Boe.

“Mr. Blocke le my client,” he mid *“1
have come to tell you abat be (s so (1] that
br caunol appear before Lhe grand Jury to-
morrow

“Governor,” was ihe reply, “I'm sorry
that Mr, Stocke s 111, but appear he must
before me tomorrow and loll me what )
demand of him, or 1 shall sse to it that he

is arresind and prosscuted to the fullest
extont of the law.™
The quiet, determined manper of the

young man and the set of his promiment
Jaws made the older repert to his cliemt
that “Folk means business, apd you'd bet.
ter @2 as he savs™ The result was that
nexi day, not oply Siocke, but bis mil-

lHonadre euployer, Turner, walked into the !

grand jury rooas and told of the boedle
eligus in the bhouse of delegaten and cliy
eouncil. and of “he reliway's sttempt to
put through bouse hill No. &4 with the sid
of FI36. 000 in bribes, 75,000 for ihe del-
ogates and 60900 for the counciimen.
Ampibher Amblilous Hius,

The hiuff bhed worked. but |t was legsily
Doecossary 10 see 1he bLribe money which
had boet placed In the cure of twe safe de-
poalt companits. 5o Mr. Polk began ab-
other blufl

He wonl to the president of one of the
banking bousis.

“Mr. Blask." be pald, “thess three mes
Whe Mccompany Woe are grand jurors. We

when, upexpectedly, “Boss” Ed- |

| industry 1s Siagapore.
{#x Yo tem Inches long,

lawyer in  little
IBrownl'rllh. Tenn.,, or whon, a oarsfres
| sthool boy, he played town ball on the com-
mons—which, according to Mr. Folk, was
the only exciting event In his career umtil
| he unearthed the boodle gang of St. Louis.

QUAINT FEATUHES OF LIFE,

Mrs. Abram Van Howe of Sodus, N. Y.,
A0 years of mge, ls cutiing her third set of
teeth. Two wesks ago ahe experienced a
peculiar sereness in her gums whers her
teeth had omce been, although she lost
them all many years ago. A phrsician was
called In snd found that a full new set of
teoth was struggling to get through the
gums on both jaws. Mre. Van Howe has
never worn false teseth,

The oenter of the mother-of-pear! shell
1s . The s
the

welghlug o= much as ten pounds. It s
found om hard bottom channels between
islands wheh the curremt is In

gethering it a diver takes with him a bag
af coll rope one-fourth of an Ineh In dlam-
eter, made in large meshes, which while
suited for holding the shell, does not im-
pede bhis travellng along the bottom. The
apparatus for diving has not been intro-
duzed In the Philippines, although the
Manila sbell brings the high price of §1 a
pound.

Perbaps the most remarkable pension ap-
plication ever presented In congress is that
embodied 1n a bill Introduced by Congress-
man Pearce of Maryland, It recites with
great gravity and a weslth of circumstan-
| tial detall that the applicant, when a child
In arms in 1861, was so frightened by
Yankes invaders in Maryiand that he be-
came paralyzed and has never heen able
to do sny work. There is talk of awarding
Congresaman Pearce some kind of a cham-
plonship in view of originality of his bill

All the tramway car westibules of Den-
ver, Colo, are to be filted with mirrors as
fast as they can be placed upon the cars
Thiz does mot meéan that the motormen
are going into the beauty culture fad. The
mirrors, which are of heavy plate glass,

are hung out at one side of the vestibule |

| st just such an angle that without turn-
ing his head the motorman can see exacily
! the condition of effalrs on the steps. He
:clu thus watch the rear platform, and
there will be less danger of the car belng
accldentally started up agaln while a pos-
senger is getting oo or off,

An unsentimental wedding in Kansas is
thus described by the Marveville News:

[ "The ceremony was performed fn Char- |

| lex's business office, snd was done up in
short order soe Lhat business was Inter-
rupted only for & few miputes Charley
came from behind the counter in his shirt
| lloevos and with his sprot on and was
| ready for the ceremony, but at the judge's
request removed his apron and domned his
| cont. The judge tied the knot gond apd
solid, the groom kissed the hride, removed
hin coat, put on his apron and resumed
busioess. The wilneasea were Herman
| Bronoeke Joseph Sedlacek and George T
Bmith. Somebody may want to know wha
kind of a business house this Is where this
marringe took place, but g8 this Is Kansas
| we will bave to may that =il we know
about it is that It is Dot a dry goods house
The Bremen boys celebrated the occasion
with frecrackers, guns, tln pans and al)
kinds of musical instirumenis, and Chariey
ook them I8 apd 414 Lhe right thing by
them

This is the season of the year when Lhe
| Indlan chiefs come im from the reserve-
| tlona to soe the Oroatl Father. There are a

score of them In Washington now, A group
of hWalf & dosen standing on the curd
watching an automobile recalled 1o some

I'rm who were passing the story Colonel
| Bill Eterrett used to tell about the man
| who went into the Indian {erritory to sell
| baby carriages

| Bveryrbody sald he was rcrazy. 1t wgs
| sdmitted that there was a fine crop aof
| bables in the territory, but no amne could
| soe what the sguaws, who were used lo
| packing thelr offepring on thelr backs, could
an with baby carrisges

Ei1lll, orders hwegan te come back, fire!
for dozens snd then for cariosds, and finally
Bterreit went up to investigste. He went
iolo one of the lndian viliages.

“And I'l be dashed ™ said Colanel BN
M ] Adn't see & dosen big fat Indizns wit-
ting In baby carriages, all serouged up,
while the sguaws were poshing
around. The baby carriage man had made
the Indians belleve that baby cwrriages
were Lhe rvight kind of pleasuse rigs for the
jnobls red men”

oyater fa
ones

them |

Another chapter has been sdded to the
erploration of the ruined citlen of Central
America,
tiom destroyed by Corter nearly five oen

once the seats of Aster civiliza- |

!
1

turies wgo, in the recently pubtlished report |

of Mr Teobert Maler, who for several years

bas been conducting researches mong these |
ruins in the |nterests of the Pera- |

Ancient
body Museum of Archacology and Ethnology
:I‘ Harvard university, and whose fully (Ilus.
trated acoount of what he has seen and
found is sbortly to be Issued as one of the
publications of that fnstitution.

r. Maler's sxplorstions
three youre, and were carried on mainly o

stretched odver |

|
and all the eellings Aripped with molsture,

my men constructed for themmelves & palm.
leat hut, while 1, after dimcovering
‘Labyrinth.’ (Dr. Maier's name for s struo-
ture
anitled myself within (ts walls with my
most important baggage, for the cellings
were dry, apd the groat stone benches were
very convenlent for sleeping purposes or
for spreadizg my things upon them.

It was miher dangerous to spend the
pights alone In that solitary ruln on we-
count of the tigers But fortuoately we

the |

afterward explored more thoroughly) |

| A Lawser and an Bditor Cansed
the Northwestern to Move,

“It"s rather a strange colncidence. ™ sald
E. A. Houston up at Niobrara, as he fn.
ished reading The Bee's report of the out-
| eome of the Northwestern's absorption of
the Elkhorn, “'that Niobrara seems the in-
direct cause of this whole mess

“Ed Fry and myself were secretary and
| president, respectively, of the corporstion

| escaped all collision with these felines. | ¢ngy brought 1t all about. or st least forced

| sened the difficulties of my work AmMoDE | had walted on P

the Usumatainila walley, in southern Mex- |

Ire. Among the long-forgotten cities which
Mr. Maler visited wore Yaxchilno, Hterally
the “City of the Green Stopes.” E! Cayo,
the “Place Where the Banks are Strewn
with BStones.,"” Budsitha, or “Smoking
Water,” from the mist srising from an ad-
| Javent waterfall; Bl Chile, so called from
the herd from which chile sauce is made;
Annite, named for the white lilles that
flourish o the banks of the river, and El
Chicozapote, named from a tree which pro-
duces a well known Mexican chewing gum.
These cities are all hidden in the tropical
Jungle, some entirely unknown even to the
wandering woodcutters and gum ocollectors,
and others visited only by mysterious bands
of Indinne who still come to make occa-
slonal macrifives on thelr fallen altars.
Definlte Mesulta Extensive,

The definite results of Mr. Maler's inves-
tigatione were the study and photograph-
Ing of some twenty stelae, or carved mono-
lithes, on which are represented many of
the scenes of Aztec daily life, in particolar
their religious rites; the restorntion of be-
tween twenty and thirty rulned bdulldings—
temples, tombs and communal Awellings,
and the examination of nearly fifty carved
and painted lintels,
vated from long-accumulated debris and
| pever hefore noted by the modern explorer.
In many cases the expedition has preserved
the record of objects that in snother cenm-
tury would have entirely vanished, for the
changing eourse of ihe Usumstsintla tides
hars aiready eaten awsy the former water
front of some of the cities

Tenasique, where Mr. Maler made his
preparstions for plunging into the Mexican
wilderness, la a small town about five days’
safl from the Gulf of Mexioo up the Usn-
matsintia, which here flows between mod-
ern Mexico and Guatemala. From here to
El Cayo, the first of the ruined cities, was
another four days’ journey, overland, with
camp equipage, cameras, servanis and pack
animais. Budsiiha is not far from K1 Cayo,
and La Mar—another town wisited by Mr.
Maler—is in the same nelghborbood, but
the twe Are sepirated by a tangle of trop-
fcal vegetation through which the explorers
made their way only with the greatest dim-
culty. Interesting finds were made In all
these places—in E] Oayo, for example, the
figure of & god that dates bhck, perhaps,
to the very earliest period of the city yet
which had evidently been worshipsd even
up to our own times, as was shown by the
presaence of several broken incense veasels
in the tumbis-down room in whick the
ilmage was discovered

Outlines of a Clty,

At La Mar there still remained sufficient
evidence of its anclent structures to recon-
struct a very good plcture of one of the
smaller cities of the Astec period. The
architectural center of the eofty, It was
found, was formed by two temples, now in
ruine, which crowned twe prramids, one
facing to the sast and the other to the west.
Between the pyramids was a wide plaza

|
|

| ings, altars and palaces. The anclent clt!l

|
|
|

many of them excs- | y..utiful stone stelss carved om both sides

|

bordered on the north and south by smalier |

bulldiogs. The plasa was originally orna-

serving only to adorn so mmall & city as La
Mar, 18 & eplendid specimen of the best com-
temporary Azxtec sculpture.

It bas been suggested that Yaxchilan, the
mosl important of the ancient cities which
Mr. Maler vislted. may have been the town
referred to by Cortez in a letter to his mas-
'ter, the Emperor Charles V, although Mr.
Maler himself rather doults the identifica-
| tlon. The ruins have been vieited (o mod-
| #rn times by more than one sxplorer, and
in 1852, when the city was visitad by Mr.
Desire Charpey., A& Freach archasologist,
whose expedition was supported by funds
from his home government and from the
American milllonaire, Lorillard,
bonor Mr. Charney calied the place *'Laril.
| lnrd City.™

ceeded not only In uncoveritng mumerous
hitherto unooled sculptured stone monu-
ments from the debrias that now oaverfiawa
fin terraces and esplanades, but wiso in dis-
covering certialn imporiant temples
Getting Lp the River,

*There must have been beavy ratofalls in
distant Gustemals and eastern Chispas.'

! the Indians still come nnd offer sacrifices
mented with stelas, one of which, although |

In whose |

i
i

Mr. Maler, however, has muc- |

says Dr. Maler in the new Peabody museum |

repert, describing his approach to YVaxchi-
Isn, "“for the Usumstsintla was exceanively

bigh, bhaviag risen to the very odge of the |

high banks, which made progress up the
‘river exceedingly difficuli, since the poles
by which the cayuco s propelled could not
reach the hard bottom. Under such circum
stances forked branches are made Jas? 10
the end of the poles, and with these ‘hor
quetns’ the men seélse the overhanging
branches of the treca and shrubs and push
the cayuco forward, while those not! ocou-
pivd with the poles grasp the brunches, if
possible, with thelr bands,
| all thelr might. This precedure in axcesd-
togly laborious, and progress is slow, In
| this manper IFf took us & day and a Balf 1o

overcomme the short distance between Analte |

and Yaachkilan Whes the river is i this

condition no abe sitempts t0 go upstrea:m. |
o |

the labor and the danger Sre Loo grest
point of fact, we had & terridle siruggle.
We bad Lo foree our way through branches
of trees projecting out of the water, and
often we had to use our macheies to remove
ihe obstacies Impeding our way. Iu spite
of all our exerilons we were freguently
| whirled round by the force of the current
| and carried downelream. Masses of trees

which reached far out inte the river could |

not be surmounted, mor powerful rapids
overcome. without two oe three BUTOraEl ve
atlempts.”’

Evidences of Herolum.

“When we pested at oight.” he continupes
“we fastened oUr caruce to the branches of
! & great chimon and protected ourselves and
our baggsge as well as weo could with olled
cloths agalust the heavy night raina It
was 8ot possible o go on shore, as every-
thing was Booded, At noon of the second
day wre figally arrived at the ruined city,

muma-nﬂmdwmm-]aun"—m- Americai.

and pull with |

|

which are alwiys (e be grestly fearsd

| We were so fortunate as to have & month | youny

of glorious weather, which grestly les-

the rulns It geperally rained at mnight
and hardly ever by day. Even the Usu-
matsintla soon sank agaln to & Jées dan-
gerous Jevel. But we had another trouble
to contend against. Our stock of provis-
lone bad rum wvery low, bocause the men
when living st scme one elpe's axpensar o&t
epormously sod know @o  moderation.”™
later, it may be asdded, provislone were
obialned and some three mouths were spent
In examiping and excavating the rulns so
desply buried under a tangle of trees,
shrubs, and troplesl creepers that It was
only possfble to pleture the goneral plan
of the cliy after seach structure had been
exumined in dstall,
City of Terracea,

But this plan, onoe completed, presenis
a curiously vivid picture of temples, dwell-

was not a clty of stresta but of terraces
rising from the water. front that Is slowly
and Inevitably being esaten away by the
turbulence of the river. Many of the struc-

tures were so overgrown that they tould]

not be excavated and photographs of wa-

rious parts of the ruins had to be taken |

at special moments when the sun forced
its way through the thick follage. Here |
and there were found cireular stope altars,
probably set up over the graves of persons
of rank. About the temples were msany

—the side facing thes temple almost inveri-
ably representing the anclont god Ketasl-
koatl, who seems to have heen the special
deity of the city. while the other alde
represented a humanp figure,

Perhaps the most remarkable of the
memorials Mr. Maler dipcovered 15 &
pculptured Untel which bhe considers the
finest plece of sculpturs yet found in the
city. It was done in fine-gralned llme-
stone of & light yellow color and so well
preserved that it Jooked as new as it 1t
hind just Jeft the hands of the sculptor
The figure is that of & warrior, holding
in his right hapd what sppears 1o bé a
quiver with bow and arrows which be ex-
tends towsrd s secend warrior. From
his shoulder hangs an ormament of cords
to which are attached the five human
heads of sz many slab omemies. He wears
a huge helmet, adorned with fealthers, on
the fromt of which is fastened the small
figure of a man bolding mwother human
besd. A serpent with open jawe rises from
the top of the helmet. The warrior him-
pelf, it may be, les burled on the plat-
form of the temple which the lintel was
carved to adoram.

Great Figure of a God.

Here, also, in the temple of Ketsalkontl,
murh of which s still standing, the ex-
plorer found & great figure of the god
sitting cross lepged and yet so tall that it
originally must have almost touched the
cefling, As & whole It ja curlously sugges-
tive of some of the eastern representa-
tions of the Hindoo Buddhs The eyes,
also, are obligue, like & Chinaman's—two
facts which are interesting ip view of the
theory that America was settled from
Asin. More ourious still is the story of
the woodcutters who work
boring forest and who told Dr. Maler that

to this very image, burning Incemse In
vessels ndormed with feathers, and per-
farming strange dances—one of which is
calied the "Dance of the Toucan' because
the dancers wear the stuffed skin of this
bird a5 a head dress. Whence they come
and whenoe they go Dot even the wood.
cutiers Can ALSWeT,

PRATTLE OF THE YOUNGSTERS.

Tommy—What A4id your mother 4o for
your out finger, Johony?

Johnny—8he didn‘t do mothin® but lick
me for cuttin® it

Mamma—Tell me why you diellke your
pew doll, darling?

Little Elste—'Cause ahe's ke Aunt Jane;
ber complexion rubs off.

in the m-l:h-'

&5 issne. Niobrara bad walted over thirty
for this railroad to bulid in
| this time Omaha and Niobrara delegations
resident Hughitt without
| moving him All manner of schemes had
been worked withoui mvail, We had asked
| lor engineers to look over the ground and
The Just one wne sent out by the Norih-
western, who reported adversely, saving to
our committes, “We don't have to come to

| Niobrara to reach the country west' Eloux |

City organized a company about this time
and established & survey, but the financial
crash of 1892 submerged it In the same
heap with other enterprises

“It got to be pretty desperates when the
| county seat took wings, mnd ‘last straws’
| were belng grabboed st with no definite pur-
| poee.  Finally a half-héarted gnthering an-
esmbled and nobody but Fry hsd s word to
offar. He suggested the harnessing of the

| 8t Jeast find out how much of & power we
| had =0 as to lay right foundations for the
future. This elicitod considerable interest
and we went to work al once to make the
survey, When !t was dlgcovered that thers
was a fifty-two-foot fall & permanent sur-
vey was orderesd apd & competent hydraulle
enginesr engaged. It woe while Fry was
Indusiriously engaged seeking capital for
this project that he ran up against the rall-
road situntion and found men who would
build the railroad.*

Some Raliroad History.

Here Mr. Houston went on to give a his-
toryr of the Niobrara, Missour! River &
Western rallroad, with himsslf ns president
and Mr. Fry as secretary. He selected his
lacorporators. who cheerfully put in their
money, and organiged under the New Jer-
sey Jaws, the samtern end of the corpora-
tion taking the viee presidency and rreas-
ury end belng a part of the directory. Not
& word was sald to anybody outside of the
onea directly interested, and nobody out-
side knew thet any such organisstion had
been effected untll the Associnted Press
dispatches nunounced the fact In the news-
papers. In the meastime Fry's printing
office had been busy with stock certificatos
and other nectssary work for the corpora-
fion and me soon as the certifieate of do-
mestication in this state had besn rocelved
here the right-of-way from here to the
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missour! Valley rail-
10ud pgrade ui Verdigis had beea sscured
before the Omaha officials were mearcely
aware of it

“A few days after Division Buperintend-
ent Reynolds arrived at Niobrara,” con-
tinued Mr. Houston., “and Pry belng ae-
quainted with him, was seot on & mission
to discover his business bers. Reynolds
bhad gone to interview one of our merchants
and Frry walted at & coovenlent Alstance
until the rallroad official came out. Then
he sauntered up the street in grest haste,
and meeting Mr. Reynolds and hie engineer,
sccosted him with affected surpriss:

*‘Well, Mr. Reynolds, are you not off
your beat™

“*1 think not. Why 4o you ask that?

“ It seems strange to ses you in Nio-
brara—you usually turn st the bridges and
g0 west'

*‘Have you any new rallroads in sight™
asked Reynolds

“'0Oh, yes,” replisd Fry, ‘we have one
pretty well along.’

“Is 1t Jocal capital? he asked

""No, #ir; It is sastern capital. Our pres-
fdent is here, however, and 1 should like
you to meet him." He hesitated, but finally
waiked across to my office and the form-
slities over, the rallroad subject came up

truthfully. Mr. Reynolds was wery atten-
tive and drank in every word 1 had to say,
took the address of our treasurer and gath.
aredl such other information as I cared to
offer,

“By & mere socident I learned & week
after that ‘o friend of Sanford Parker of
Spencer desired to meet him at Niohrara
Thanksgiving morning’ I knew something
was up, but did not look for the surprise
that met my gase Thanksgiving morning,
1001,

General Manager Bldwell Surprises.

“Thanksgiving day will always be & red-

Bmall Willie had done an errand for his |
you." |
. I

uzcle, who merely sald: “Thank

“0Oh."” rejoloed Willle. “if tnats &1l it's
worth, 1 suppose rou're welcome.
was Sguring oo & nickel at leasi™

idttle Flmer was saring his pravers be-
fore reriring, and having got na far as **if
I should dis before 1 wake' he hesltated

letter day for Nlobrara. General Manager
Bidwell and two corps of engipeers, with
Hon. John B, Burnes of Norfolk as counsel,
were early arrivals

after him, for Mr
that a cobsultation could be had. At B
o'clock Fry and 1 had gathered oursalves
together, consulted such of the locnl di-
reclors a8 we could on short notiee, and

“Well, what's next™ asked his mamma. | appesred before Mr. Bidwell as invited. He
Why. " repled Elmer, 1 suppose a | had come with the olive brapch and stated
feneral woult be the pext thing ™ *be.‘rnr-r the assembled business men the

Small Boubby hurt his fAnger while play-

ing, and hix mother caught him up in her
nrmas, klesed him and began to dry his
tears with ber handkerchief |

“D-Don't wipe m-my eyes yol, mammas '
pobbed the litle fellow,

Mamma—Didn't you feel afrald of some-
thing when vou went inta the closet to get
a plece of cake without permission?®
" Blmer (agad 31 —Yes, mamma.

Mamma—And do you know why you had
that feeling of fear?

Elmer—Eure | do. 1 was afraid 1 eouldn't

find the gpake. I

He had reclted to his clans the story of |

Abrabam enteriaining sngels unsware.
Feeling that the children might not know
ihe meaning of the word "unaware.” be!
asked them if they did. One little hand |

wapl up prompily, and the smallest girl in |

the eclass paid \
“The thing you wear next your skin.*'-—
Harper's Magurine for March.

“1 a-ain't dr.ll::e'I
c-erytog.” \

position of the Eikhora toward Niohrara
and {is full willingness to bulld jote Nio-

brare. Hs acknowledged that we had pro- |

cured congiderable inside ground that both-
ered him Then 1 gave a history of our
| affort, and every now and then Mr Bidwell
would break in, "You went about it just
right.” and finally with this general under.
stending we agresd to let the Elkhorn In
provided cur sastern friends were properiy
taken care of All these plans were road.
Iy consented to. After some {mporiant
| matters brushed away, Fry and myself mere
requested 10 accompany Mr. Bidwell to
Omahs that night to fix up the detalls in
| reference 1o the dissolution of the Niobrars
Missourl River & Wesitern Rallrosd com-
pany.
Hot Engine and Special.

“We were rallroad magnates for a day

st least, and Aloed st the Omabs club!
We bhad put them all to thinking Ben
White, the gepera]l aitorney for the Elk-

horn, was blind es & bat on the New Jersey
law, Here i85 where Messrs Bidwell and

that bad hitherto not crept in. We had
oot taken with us any coples of our artl-

The Same Old Game.

“And who,” whispered a member of the | document
legislative commitioe, “ls o get the hot |
«nd of this deal™ !

“The people,” wildly esclaimed the irate |

member who was Scating with the reform-
rr

eles of incorporstios—a very exhaustive
on whirh 1 had spent many a
weary hour during that awful August

weather of that year—and White wapted
us to explaln some things there. Jt was
with some hesitation that! ha brought dowp
| frenm his office & certified copy from tLhe

“0D well, then, go abead ™ said the first i pecrotary of stale’s office, sumething Hke

member, In & relieved tope. '] AMa's
whal It waa to be one of us

know
for a

bt

fitty typewritten pagen. for our inspection
It had been pretty well siudied by the lagal

During |

Niobrara river for & great water power, or |

and 1 went over the situation frankly and |

Fry had gone to his !
But 1| pasture and his daughter sent post haste
Bidwell had went for us |

White had to show & lttle ipslde interest |

“Mr. Pidwel]l that morning, upon reach-
ing Fremont, remarked that he had tor ence
excaped the newspapers Fry, belng =a
neEwEpEPpEr man, took time to go up to The
Boe bullding, whers he saw Charley HRest
and asked him ! he was prepared for &
| Deat,’ and then {t wus that The Bes sur-
| prised its readers with a big ploce of news
| for 1ta Inst afternoon sdition. Taking it up
to Mr. Bldwell's affice, where we were
hard at work arranging our afalrs, Fry re.
‘mlrk_-d toe Mr Hidwell, “The newspapors
caughi you this time.' When refercnee was
mafle hy The Bee about the Niphrara, Mis
pourd River & Western rallroad being the
chuse of this extension, Mr. Bidwell's pride
was congiderably touched, and he remarked
that ‘that's sot =0o!" Fry bhad a twinkle In
hls eye and we exchanged winks, but said
nothing But on our returs home Mr. DA-
{ well here and these dropped some pecrois
which were not intended The Chicago
Milwaukes & St Paul, which s opposite
Niobrara, was the greatest bugaheo he hpd
ot his mind, and it war thought we were in
close alllapce with that great system 1in
our scheme to bulld a rallroad It Is nol
saying but that thls may have resulied to
the Milwaukee's advantage had the Elkhorn
not stepped in. We held the key to the
situation for the time belng and as matier
revealed themselves proved how well we
had our organisation In hand

“Two weeks before the Naorthwsstern had
enginesrs here watching our course. Fry
and 1 kept our own counsel and the direc-
tory was blind to what was going on, hav-
ing confidence In our ablljty
|'!w other schemers. So secret, also, was

the Northweatern {under whose exclusive

conirol the Iale extension was constructed)
llll:ut the engincers who were shipped here
| 0 do the work read thelr transportation to
‘Atkinson’ and  found themselves upon
awakening next morning at Verdigris. Mr

| Bidwell sald thu! all this organization to |

| get In on the ground floor eminated from
| Chicago by wire and no time was allowed
for undue delay

| *1 therefore sar. it 18 a strange oceoincl-
dence that Niobrars unwittingly has re-
tired several high officials and been the
means of blotting out forever the name of
‘Fremont, Elkhorn & Missour! Valley rail-
road." But Niobrara got what Fry and 1
Etartsd out to get, and If snybody thinks
we had no hard sledding they want to place
thoemeelves lo 8 like position. Everything
has gone to show that we procesdod right,
for ithe great danger that Niobrara felt was
taht lnstead of crossing the Nlobrara river
at the mouth where [t does It would have
crossed ut the mouth of the Verdigris, four
| miles mouth, and engineers who worked on
:!I‘lll extension deciare that the Verdigris
| croasing was the cheapest and enslest to
| maiptain, 1 don’t like to pee our Elkhorn
offivials stepplng out, but we hail the
Northwestern coming in.””

GOSKIF ABOUT NOTED FEOPLE.

Pro!. Mommsen, the German historian,
whosse flowing white locks csught fire at a
! gas jet in his library & few days ago, s &5
| years old, but has Jost little of his physi-
clal and none of his mental activity
Twenty years ago hoe was almost cremated
when the valuable library In his home =t
Charlottenburg was destroyed by fire. In
the more recenlt sccldent his face was
somewhat scorched and the professor re-
marked whimsically: *“It is all over with
my beauty.™

| Why didn't Semator *Tom™ Plitt devote
himsslf 1o a diplomatic caresr? ""Will
President Roosevelt go into the nex: na-
| tional convention with the New York dale-
| gation?™ bhe was asked the other day.
l “] think." sald the senator, with appar-
ent dellberation and evidently weighing
| every word, “It would be ahsolutely safe to
{ say that he will not."
“And why not? the interviewer followed
| up hotly, scenting a big plece of news.
“"Because |t |8 customary for a president
| who s seeking renomination to stay in
| Washington while the convention 8 in
| progress.’”

Not long ago Bir Richard Powell, a
famous London phyeician, waas called 1o
{treat King Bdward. The king's regular
physician, Bir Prancis Laking, was present,
After emmiping his august patient Sir

Richard smid In his charsecterictically
brusque way: “You have esten and drunk
| too much. 1 will send you a prescription

| that will put you right.” Then he hurried
1 out ta see other patients, when Pir Francis
| followed and protested against his abrupt
| way of treating the king. "My dear Lak-
ing." sald Powell, “If there is any squirm-
ing to 4o you return and attend to it 1
really havan't the time.”

John Jerome Kelly, son of the late John
| Kelly, who was leader of Tammany hall
next before Croker, became a member of
I the New York stock exchange a few days
ago and was ipitiated with a degree of vio-
lence which bore testimony to his popu-
larity. The members dacbed his face with
palst and made bhim dance as Indlans dance
in geogrsphy pletures. The reason they
hazad him that way was because his father
was & political Indian and because Mr.
Kelly expects to do whatever hrokerage
business shere is to be done for the Tam-
, many Indians of this day

A citizen who has Just returped from »
trip In Burope sayas that the sword pre-
| eented to Admiral Dewey I8 a beaauty, bt

that io the matter of downright gorgeous-
Dess it is rather & poor second to that
given to Lard Roberta by the clty of Ports.
mouth recently The American, who has
examined both weapons, sars that the one
owned by the little English soldler i
probably the costliesy thing of its kind in
the world The band-made bhisde is of
English stes]l pseribed with all the en.

| gagements in which Lord Roberts has taken |

| part. The grip is of gold and ecarved ivaory

the guard of solid gold orpamented with
rubles, diamonds End sapphires, and the
scabbard Is splendidly decorated

i
| Dr. Bdward Everett Hale addressod the

Mothers snd Fathers club of Boston a day
or two sgo. He startled his audience
somewhat by saring: “Tenement houses,
some seventeesn stories high, packed with
people and csusing sl! kinds of tenement-
| house laws 1o be made, &re & wicked as
bell.™ He expressed the bope that o &
hundred years from now there would be ne
great clties "What we want" ssid the
orator, “is to inittate our children te Nve
in the opem wir, 1o grow to love ihe coun-
try, so that they can kpow the Aifference
between a turnip and & potato and bolwesn
| mrass snd hemiock. When this has been
| brought about we will have been comverted
from the miserable mochanical machine life

| department and oot a liltle marksd umlto are now liviag™

yeiy

to ecope with

as 1o the Demand for Steries
of Vartoua Ciasses and
| Other Writings.

] In thess dars whon the printed page
| plays #0 In*ge a part in our scheme of e1-
[stence, anyibing which gives Information
ar to the relative popularity of authers
and thelr various books and helps te show
| which works have the merit to outlive
thrir first burst of popularity, Ia of con-
ciderable (ntorest A report from  the
clty lbrary for the year 1902 givea us some
I interesting o ['m;\lfll‘iﬂ.

| Tbe works of fiction are of courss the
| most popular snd are read by all clasass.
| Next in demand ure works of a religious
character, especially those of an optomistic
| and reassuring nature. Books classed under
IHtetature, blography and travels rank next
and are sll sbout egually popular, Books
dealing with philesophical subjecta seem
have » ceraln popularity and works
nlnssed under useful arts, while In 88 case
j rining to great demand, have a high aver-
ege of oirculation. PBooks of poetrr have
po Jarge popularity snd the historical wol-
umes ure not read as much ae one would
expect to find them

to

One Velume Wins,

department of fctiom It seams
popular book is Lhe ome-volume
Readers do not llke to carry home
ome time and fraguently
gecond at all, elther be-
cause they have lost interest, or are at-
tractsd to some other author whea they
return the first volume to the Iihrary. The
short story, unleas the collection s of
marked excellonce, does mot seem popular.
The reader, at least here In Omaba, ap-
pears te enjoy best the book with a con-
siderahle mnd well worked out plot. The
novels of the romantic school do not have
the popular demand which they are sup-
posed (0 excite, and while when first Intro-
dueed Into the library, there s & rush
smong certaln readers to obtain them, this
i antisfied during the first year, and the
| hooks fall to a comparatively low average
of cireulntion. It has been Miszs Tobitls
observation, that takiog & period of five
years In the library, such books as Wey-
man’'s. Anthony Hope's and otherm of the
kind, fall in average circulation below
some of the old stapdards, Dickens or
frumas for Instance, This 1» contrary Lo
the popular belief, and goes far to refute
the statements of decadence in modera Mt-
erary taste, As a rule, some particular
work of an suthor rises far above his other
books in popular favoer. One such popular
book, however, draws sttention 1o the other
wtorfen of the writer and secures for these
an Increase of circulation, owing to the
curlosity of those who have been plessed
by the popular tale. While there ia a
demand among a class of readers for storfes
of foreign couniries and characters, the
books most generally read deal o
can lfe. Of these the books of A
plain living, lead. The second volumes of
various works do not reach the circulation
of the Mfirst.

Yopularity of Aunthors.

| Among sll the recent suthors Stavemson
has porhaps the highest average of popu-
larity snd this intersst in his books ssema

te be growing. “Treasure Island™ has a
demand smong sll classes. “BL Ives™ Is
slso popuiar. There {8 & small, constast
circulation for all of Dickens’ works sad
Dumas g in considerably larger demand.
| “Monts Christe™ is the great favorite of
this writer. Thackery and Bulwer are also
wantoed. The books of Jane Austen
gstem to be rapldly growing in popular
tavor, eespecially “Sense and Sensibility™
snd ¥Pride and Prejudice.” “Janloe
Maredith” enjovs a lurge and well sustalned
circulation and & pumber of new ocoples
have been ordered to replace the wernout
books.

The Ubrary list was mads with the idea
of mscertaining if the books were being
purchased which the people wished to read.
Prom orders made at holiday time, 1901, &
st of volumes In each department Wwas
made, taking them as purchassd, without
any selection. The cireculation for ths year
was then obtained. Crawford's ‘“Marietta™
Ludlow's “Deborab,” Dalrymple's “That
Wager of Dot's” and Waterloo's *The
Boekers'' ran out one book cxrd, or over
forty times in clrenlstion. These weare
smonug the sixteen books first on the pur-
chasing l'st. Habberton's “Caleb Wright"
was takem out forty times; Chestuutt's
“Marrow of Tradition,” thirty-four times;
| Oppenheim’s “The Burvivoer,” thirty-three
times; Prench's "The Colopials.," thirty-ene
times, and the lowest in the list, Bourget's
“The Screen.” thirteen times Maoftett's
“Caresr of Danger,” (wenty-sevean times,
was Lthe most popular juvenile.

Other Thas Fiction,

Poetry and the drams: Fleld's “Book of
| Tribune Verse™ went out twenty times;
Well's “Mother Goose's Menagerie,™ twelve
Umes, and Dunbar's *“Candle Lightin®
Time," eloven times. The average for the
other twenty-four books was only three
times out, with poven books oot out
at all

In the natural history list, “Amateur
Bee Kooper” reached its second eard; “Life
on the Biage" (llterature), Morrison, was
eirculated  twenty-nine  times: “Bible
Bioriesa’ was oyt twenty-sevom {imes; ““Life
Evorslasting.” twenty-three;, “Life Beyood
Death,” clghteen; " Making of an Amer-
‘can” (blography). twenly-four, and Custer's
“The Boy Genersl' twenty-Lwo. “Method
of Bookkeeping” was the most populur book
of the science list. "How to Maks Common
Things," “Gala Day Luncheons,” “Farm
Pouliry” and *“Thoory mod Practlos of
Cooking” were the best liked of the useful

l In the
that the
story.

fwo volumes nt
16 not rend the

&It hooks “Intervals, Chords and Ear
Tralning” and “Romantic Castles and
| Palsces” Jead the fine art list, and Halp-

| Mde's “Physic and Peychism" snd James'
"Will to Balleve” were the most popular
of the worka on philosopby. The books on
language and education had Ao average
circulation of five, =

An Easter

There 18 & person residing in Greenup
who bas & number of hens, and ba heard
that to piace Venellan red in the drinking
waler for chickens would keep off dissase
aod improve the bhealth of his chickeas. He
trind I, putting a large quantity of the
powder io the water. The chickena 414 mot
take kindly to the colored water, except
one hen that appoared s have & patural
fondness for the liguid. She crasnk fre-
quently and long of it, with the result that
what should be the white of her oggs is &
beautiful Venetian red. This is no exag-
poraled statemout, but & facl—Oreenup
(Pa.) Gasstis

Hen,




