Genesis of the Business Women’s Club

(Copyright, 1803, by Anna R. Hadleline.)

HE LUNCH hour is directly respon- ¢
I sible for the existence of clubs
for business women. f
“The object shall be to pro- |
vide means of communication bes
tweon business women; Lo secure (he bene-
Ats resuiting from organised offort; to open
club rooms and a rostaurant for the com-
fort and comvenience of business women;
to relieve sick and disabled members, and
to have an employment exchange for com- ‘
pelent business women.™

Bo runs a clause in Lhe constitutlon of
& certalo club for busioess womoen, but the
all-important phrase is that which deals |
with the opening of & restaurant.

When o young woman tekes a pesition
“downtown,” lunching at the restaurants
frequented by hor brother and other girls’
brothers, possesses a singular fascination.
8he feels that at least sho is launched
upon n business career
she wearies of the clatter of heavy crock-
ery and the nolsy calls of scurrying wait-
ers. She resents (he fact thst she s rx-
pected to awallow her meal whole ln order
to make way for other hungry mortala, im~
patiently standing (o linc. 1If she mects
a friend with whom she wonld discuss the
plays she kas scen of late, the booka she
s roading, or the new silk walst she |s

abaut to purchase, the head-waller glarea
al her for keeping anolther patron walting,
and, under the influence of that glare, she
sallies forth and joins a club, and |5 geon
no more in the noon-day huunts of mon.

Dirccily a ¢lub is organized, It collects
dues and hires a room In the heart of Lhe
commercial distriet, Here U iostalls same
tables and okairs and a chef, a rubbrr
plant and while curtainsg, The last two
are ecssential. Then it is resdy [or basi-
pess. And business comes, The lunch-
room flourishes like the proverbial bay-
tree,

Thesa clubs for business women ap.

proach more closely the men's clubs than
do any olher organizations in which women
are interecsted. ey are broad, liberal
and democratic. Dress dces pol count A
new member may make acquaintances or
not as she pleases. She is free to avall
herself of the physical conveniences placed
at her disposal without indulging in social
intercourse, or she may meet other mem-
bers on the common level of good fellyw-
ship. The fact that her name passed the
membership committes {8 all Lhe social
backing that she necds.

" 8he may entertain ber friends at lunch-
eon or dinner, having a spocial table set
aside for their use. She may spend her
moon hour in the reading room, or curled
up in a cosy corner of a dressing room.
Bhe may never see the inside of the club
rooms save during the luncheon hour, or
she may come back after her office is closed,
dresa for the theaire and dine at the club
before joining her friends at the thealre.

In fact, she has most of the privileges
of club men, at considerable less expeuse.
Woman‘s passion for bargains and cul-
prices does nol desert her even lo club-
dom.

The largest club of this sort flourishes
fa Chicago, and ls known as the Chicago
Business Woman's club. It had Its origin
in the Natlonal Association of Women
Stenographers, which was organlzed at the
suggestion of Mrg. Potter Palmer in 1862,
Tts first prosident was Miss KElizabelh
Merrill, now Mrs, Oeorge Basa, at that time
official reportier of the hoard of lady man-
agers of the Columblan Exposition. But
ar successful women In other branches of
business life clamored for admission, in
1888 the WNational Association was reor-
genized as the National Assoclation of
Business Women, and its sphere of useful-
ness was enlarged accordingly, with active
clubs In New York, Minneapelis, Buffalo
and Detroit.

Barring the religious element, the Chl-
cago club is conducted on lines similar to
those followed by t(he Young Women's
Christinn association. Its members take
active part in classes for the study of
Spanish, PFrench, physical culture, correct
English, currenl topies, stenographic speed,
domestic pelence, the use of n chafing dish,
china painting and nature-study.

Miss Matae B. Cleveland, president of
the national assoclation, 18 an active worker
fn the Chicago twanch. She is also man-
ager of the loeal Busineas Woman's ex-
change, which aects as intermediary be-
tween employers and (hoss seeking posi-
tions, and members of the club are entitled
to Its services without moiey and without
price. This is but one of the many prac-
tical Teatures supplied for the {nexperienced
women enrolled under the club's protect-
ing banner.

The club s run successfully and with-
out the shadow of debt on snnual dues of
$4, with meals furnished al reasonable fig-
ures. The number of women avalllng
themselves of {ts privileges is close to half
A thousand, and the cosy chub rooms In the
heart of Chicago's business distriet will
#oon be too cramped. Even pow the oM-
cers are talking of a clubhouse commensur-

ate wilh the organizatlon's growth and
built by the club members.
While there are rest rooms, dressing

roomd, writing rooms and a library, to say
mothing of lonumerable cosy corners for
heart-to-heart chats, the interest of the
eutsider ceaters ia the brilliastly lighted
dining room. At noon It is crowded with
trimly gowned business women, and {n the
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evening these same women are transformed
into charming bostesses in frocks that sug-
gest anything but the work-a-day world.

Lawyers, doctors, bookkcepers, confiden-
tial secretaries, sienocgraphers, imporiers,
manufacturers, editors, heads of deperi-
menis—potticoated covery one of Lhem—
gather here in the most democratic of fagh-
fon. Here, too, they ontertain friends and
business acquaintances. The business
woman is an important factor in the com-
mercial Jife of Chicago, and under the
shade of some sheltering rubber plant,
many & “deal” is pushed to completion.

In glancing over the anmual reports of
the Chicago club, it is interesting to note
that despite pedestrian skirts, square-loed
bools and “the same salaries that men re-
eeive,” the sternal feminine will not down
even in a club for succeasful business
women,

One report tells of the opening of the
winter season by & progressive dioner at
35 cenls a plate. There were apeeches
by this officer and that, oullines for class
work, and other cut-and-dried features in-

evilable wilh am organization banguet,
afier which the recorder adds: ""The deca-
mtions for this affair were in  yellow,

golden rod being used in quantities about
the rooms and on the tables.”

The mend for this diuner was truly re-
markable, and no chef save one employed
by & woman's club ceuld have svolved |t
To a roal business woman and her chef all
things are possible.

Another dinper was marked by the ap-
pearance of a brillilant jurist, the only
Adam in this bevy of Eves, and for this
occuslon everything was In brilliant erim-
son, from lamp shades to roses, a subtle
compliment teo the guest of honor, Insin-
uating that bis presence was a red-letter
oceasion for the club. A third event was
notable for the appearance of Jane Addams,
famed for her Hull House work, and ap-
propriately for this most optimistic of
workers for women, the color scheme was
rose-colored.

Let the pessimistic borrowers of trouble
eoncerning the unsexing of women through
contact with the busipess world ponder on
these few excerpls from reporis. 8o long
as women permit their thoughis to wander
in the direcilon of lampubades and rose
bowls, the domesile lostinet s not dead,
but fourishing.

The Chicago clubrooms are most hap-
plly located, mol only for the midday con-
venlence of members, but for theatler go-
ing. A considerable source of income la
the dinner giviog In the evening. In thie
one privilege alone, the moembers feel that
they stand on & level with thelir men friends
who are addicted to club life, and Lthey take
solid comfort in thils mode of entertaining.
The oost of dinners is regulated by the
wishes of the individusl hostess, who Las
her rooa or table set aslde, her Jdecorations
arranged and her menu soerved quite inde-
pendently of other diners

Tue New York council of ths National
Association of Busioesa Women I8 a close
second to the Chicago club, It has rooms
on the top foor of & big oMce bullding at
108 Fulton sireet, close to the fAsanvial
district In which moest of its members are
employed or indepeadeatly engaged In Luni-
ness.

When Miss Cleora B, Swift, a successful
and ambltious business woman, stariod tho
movement la 1W0, New York women were
pot as ready to accepl the suggestion as
thelr more eoptimistic sisters in Chicago.
Bul Miss Swift was not to be discouraged,
and she loterested In ber work two most
efMclent helpors, Miss Virginla Potter and
Miss Grace H. Dodge, whose philanthropy
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women's work were
throughout the business dis-
trict. With a charter membership of nine-
teen, the workers furnished simply but
comfortably the quariers they had selectad,
and opened the lunch room, which instantly
proved Lo be an eficient missionary, Today
the membership is nearly 200, the debt is
paid and the club is entiraly s=if-supporting.

The initiation fee Is 32, with does of 50
conts monthly, With this income and the
moneys derived from the sale of lunchocns
and occasional dinoers, the exccutive com-
mittee meets every expense. The only
salaried officer ia the cashior, and the work-
ing force in dining reom and kitchen is
composed eatirely of wemen, Members are
served a table d'bole lunch for 20 conts,
but a slight premium (s charged nonmem-
bers who frequently find their way to the
rooms. An a la carte service has also heeu
established, and the eatire menu is slm-
ple and howmelike.

The dining room 1s excoedingly simple,
its chief charm belug its outloak. On all
sides It is lined with great windows, over-
looking the North and Bas: rivers and the
bay. A day must be gloomy, indeed, when
it sheds no light in this room.

The reading room is more pretentious,
being decorated in dull green, rose and
Flemish oak. The piano stands Invitingly
open. There 18 n falr-slzed library, in-
cluding all the current periodicals, and a
desk supplied with club statiooery.

But perhaps the feature which appeals
most stromgly 1o many of the members Is
the conwvemlence and comfort of the small
rest or dressing rooms, cach suppliad with
& couch and pillows a-plenty, tollet artl-
cles of all sorts and a medicine chest eon-
taining all the slmpler remedies. These
reoms, Turnished daintily in delft blue and
white, with immaculate curtains and dewn
piflows, are a veritable boom o women
employed in oMee bulldings where practic-

ally mo comvendences or vomforts are sup--

plied for womem clerks

Owing to the fact that the club
rooms are located far from the resldenco
and theater districts, the rooms are open
at night only on stated oceasions, such as
club diuners, receptions and entertalnments
of a more or less formal nature. On these
occasions dinner s served for o nominal
um, so that members may not be shliged
to hurry home to dress for the evening func-
tion. The rooms are always open late
enough for a subwrban member to change
her frock amd eajoy & little rost should
she plan on remalning in town for the
theator,

In other words, a representative business
womnn's club fa formed and managed solely
for the comfort aasd convenlence of ils
members. It doos mot aim (o ride a Mit-
erary hobby or ralse the intellectunl stand-
ard of its members. It has no “mission.'’
It It has clusses on its ealendar, It Is be-
cause the members demand classes, It does
not pose as an employment agency, though
it promulgaies the docirine of “hanging to-
gether.” It does not even force soclability
upen lts members. They come amd go as
they like, and barring the weed and the
botile, It #s a cléver imitation of its proto-
type, the man's club.

In both the New York elub and the Chi-
cago club stenographers predominste on
the membership roll. This Is not true,
however, of the club movement In Minneap-
olis, Detroit and Muffalo, where dectors,
dentists and other professional women are
in the majority. In New Yerk the olub
rooms are the faverite gathering plase for
ihe losursnce women, whe write seme of
tho heaviest pelicies laken out,
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Those who have s*udied the rituation an
visitod many cities say that the New York
wommn are the most businesslike in their
club life, avalling temselves of s oon
veniences, but not entering very heartily
into the spirit of camaraderie. On the
other hand, while Chicago business women
fully appreciate the privileges and comforis
of the roomn, they exhibit & hoener Inter-
est in the social life, as shown in the in-
formal evening gatherings.

He Will Not Smile Again

Nine-year-old Bobby Irwin, son of My,
and Mrs. Willlam Irwin of Andersou, Ind.,
can npever smile again, according to the
conclusion of physicians and surgeons who
examined the boy's face and lips to kecer-
taln why the expression of his face has not
changed since he mot with a recent acci-
denl. The doctors found the musecles of
the face partially paralysed, especially
these controlling the lips. Otherwise the lad
has practically recovered from two frac-
tures of the skull, to the amazement of the
physiclans and surgrons. Young Irwin fell
ten feet from a hay mow 10 a comentl pave-
ment and his forehoad was crushed ever
one eye and the base of the skull almost
shatlered, For pearly a woeek there was
no hope of his recovery.

That was a month ago. The other day
the hoy walked to his ductor's ofMce and
was as bright as ever save for his inability
to smile. He can enjoy anything funny
enough Lo create a smlle er lnughtor, and
his laughter can be heard, but there s no
change of expression about the lips or
cheeks.,

She Picked Wrong Man

An amusing story Is told by the New York
Press of the wearing of minlalures. A
aewly rich woman, who had sren her frieads
exploiting groeat-grandmothers and grand-
aunts on ivory, blosseomed forth with an
amaring perirait, surrounded by emeralds
and pearis, and danglod ber new found an-
eestor at the end of a costly chain, Mrs.
Sufdendough glibly informed her triends
that the man with the inspired eyes and
the shock of glowlag red hair was her
paternal Ereat -groat-grandfather. Her
protensions passed wachallenged. One day
the was in a gathering In Bostos and ex-
ultingly displayed the portrait, telling the
old story. Ooe bespeciacled dame siarcd
and, afier Mrs, Suddendough's departare,
she of the glasses said. “What 4o you think
of that? It was Pairick Hewry's portrait,
and he was a baohelor!'

Cold Storage Art

The plans for the 8t. Louls World's Falr
Include a refrigerating “artsa™ buiMing, to
cost, with the apparatus, $1.000.000. TU s
1o be about 320 by 210 feet mnd 60 foet high,
and will furnish cold storage, loe waser,
cool air for the theaters and other bulld-
ings, and lee for the largest ioe skaling
rink in the world, Within the bulldiag
will be oxhibited sach day real “old-fash-
loned” anowstormas.

An Eviction
Cassldy—Phwat are ye climblt’' up there
fur, man alive?
Casey—--OU'll tear down thot Wirdhouse
from me wall if Ol break me seck Tus It
Cassidy —~Would ye ruin the poer birds'
bit av a howme?

Casey—8h! "Tis sparrews thot's &= It,

sa" it's Jist mow Oi'm learnin’ thot they'ro
Eoglish.—New York Times.




