_“"._'

),

|

NAYOR'S ANNUAL MESSAGE|

Oendition of tha Dityls Basinem and Record
of the Year,

SUGGESTIONS TO THE CITY COUNCIL|
—_— |
Kteps to Purchase Water Plant Urged
and Additienal Fdade te Pros
vide for Pablle Needns In
Neveral

Direstlons,

|

Mayor Moores submitted his annusl mes-

page to the city councll last oight. Its|
1ozt follows:
To the Honorable Clty Couneil

Clty of Omahu-Gentiomen: The long de.
lay In securing the annual reports from the
hedde of some of the depariments has post- l
ponsd the presentation of the mayorsa ane-
nunl message which mecording to custon i
wis due eurly In January.

The yemr jumt closed hams not presented
any pequllarly new or rematkabie prob-
lethe, but the copduct of clty affairs dur-
ing that pericst has been, ereditably con-
seryvative and on the whole satisfactory.

Equulization and Tazation,

No subject in mimnicipal affales In deserv-
Ing of mors carefyl conslderntion than that
of taxation. T payment of o reasonable
and proportlonate tax ufon Wik property e

duly which every property owner owes to
the publle, but Inequalities In taxation are
the worst furin of oppression.

of !hei

Euach year since the chartér of 1587 went
tnto affect, 1 Illnr efforts Have been put
forth to obt R falr equalisation of prop-
:2? \:.Ju:a. ' umnu 'nt the char-

w n o naurmount-
able. The tion is in wr‘ na follows:

;‘Prov’l;ud.llj 1!the u‘?
i e Valliption and assesymn.
ro:ﬁ frope 'wllmn the ¢ity Dmits from
the returns ade’ by . the State Bdard of
ualizgation to 1:3"““’ oleri. "
very ang s with tha faet that
the figures for ad p_ruﬁerg— valuation
In Omaha as returded by the State Board
of Equaligation, dy net equsl the fifuleth,
and Iln many cases not the two-hundredeth
E'l.ﬂ of the aciual valuation. Accordingly,
ordér 1o Minlmize as far as possible this
injustice, m?.h.l‘lnﬁon hns haretofore been

loner ahall
ant of rail-

made L # of from 25 to 4 per cent
of real villes

In the fall of 1908 1t wak dstermined 10 lf'
nore this specisl pravision of section xovill
of the charter on the ground that it is un-
copatitutiona] 48 bolng tontrary to the con-
stitution requiring taxes to be uniform and

ropartionate. The tax vormmissioner, the
Bol of Review and the Hoard of Equall-
sation 'all took this view of the case and
have worked In harmony 10 secure & falr
mnd I:pnruu apprajsement at actual cash
valu The tex commissionsr tn his in-
tarenting annual report stms up the prome-
ment fsatures In the assessment for 1808 aa

followe;
“Firai—The nagessment of all property,
real and personal, at a falr cash value tn-
stead of p percentage of falr cash value na
heretofare.

‘Becond—An Increased amsesament of tha
capital stock of incorporated companies of
ubout B, the Pacllic Express company
about 85, and another advance on
ot nver :Em.m
The assessament of rallroad prop-
erty locally st falr cash vilus like all
other property in place of taking the fig-

urea of the Btate Board of Equalization,
belleving that gny provision for the assess-
ent of any &lass of property otherwine

n in t:cml'.'tﬂml?< to
would not be valid*

Last year's assessed valuation on rail-
ronds within the city of Omaha, as fixed
h&l the State Board of Equalization wan
S0 M640, The wvaluation this year as
finanlly fixed by the City Board of Hqualiza-
ton, waas $25.832.400, or an Inorease of $35,.-
TOL160L0D over lu:'ru.

The total asses valuation Ilast year of
nll property within the city on a K«r
cont basis was approximately 557,618,000,
squivalent to an actual vaitation of $94.-

The value of real estate
this year was fixed at §71.898.23%, while that
ﬁ:ﬂnnnl property was placed at $57.-
B0,

the constRution

of
S, making o (otkl ansesned valuntion
of $06. It will be seen, therefors,
that the Increase over last yoar was §15,-
in This Increass was entirely on per-
wonalty and fs accounted for In large part
by the ralse on rallrond uations.

e effect of t AU tlon will be &
L miter n in the annunl taxes
to paid by al

The record made b¥.the dify treasurer in

1008 was even more n that of
the provious year. ty taxes bo-
came delinquent J usly

ed that

was the work of oo
B

ol while

ar $168,151.48 of apecial taxes

T

A -nuniber of Improvementa
o wero

_apecin] warrants |s-

show W -not de-

creuso of ol special assessment
dabl ae 0om with ona r ago.
The following statament furnighed me

by the alty treasurer:
Assenasd  yaluation for 1908,.....957,M6,165 00
%:l'l. ll;?rluf M ...... e . s
mg tax enllnelnd(n"o“

areoen 1902 tax collected,
vided ps fo ﬁ.:'l: s

Ansesscd valuation ....
'lrltll l.r‘zluwd
ax ar
12 1';: collected
Percentage of

oo L1NS4B4 85
841, &i-

Ansessod
” Assnswrnsdaanane
ﬂm tod

Percentage of 1M8 tax colieoted, S04,
Total of 198 lavy ..-..............il 1,125,484 %

o el el el

L177.784 L
For e, yEaE i L1 e
e (he reas by BTN o pntet o dovy
tor the yeur by WAL, a fact which never

Specinl Taxation,

charter ame nis are
tou::u mliw special

Improvements levying of asposs-
mante or, For many years the ohar«
ter pro upon this & t have been
spparently framed to enable property own-
ars begen by tbert io evade payment of
astessments for publle vemenis on the
trivinl of techulcal to which
couris have been gl too ¥y to lis-
The ditlons surrou upecisl

Lan. cun

_mngou in Omaha are unbearable and un-
e onable. It is an outrageous situation
when owners can defeat special
pssepemonts o decads or more after thaelr
levy without any proof of l.no%muw in the
taxon,

t solély on some hair-splitting
technloality, when large proportion or
posaibly all of the o owners of property

L el

cmaﬂnd”hm g e
Al tAxes A apsefament s
ahould be ‘blo‘lula-ly certaln and egusl In
their operation, nme  porson mnl,:‘hc all
lhToula escape; If ona pays, all shouid pay.
here (s ml?ﬂwlllnn in relation to eer.
taln  ¢lassas pubjlg improvement that
has ocomsioned the 't‘vq'ltl" part of this in-
Justios and uncertulnty. and hus cost the
ity ot Inrge hundreds of thousands of dol-
fars, It ds the provigon requiring us
Jurisdictconl prel te 1o the ordering
of repaving, n petition signed by persens
?.v. & mujority’ of the taxable front
L

the ‘;nmporly within the distriet)

m.\ he providon requiring a similur throe-
! petitign for atreet grading where
the sntire cost th g be puld by special as-
i ————— ——

NURSING MOTHERS

A mother’s poor health is bad
.enough for the mother but
worse still for the nursing
baby. -

Mothers find Scott's Emul-
sion a nourishing-and
strengthening food. If the
breast milk is scanty or thin
Scott's Emulsion will make it
rich and more abundant.

- When mothers take Scott's
Emulsion the babies share in
the benefits, Thin babies grow
fat. Weak babies get strong.

We'llnand yon a Uithe 1g try, 1 pos like.

"oline

BOULT & BOWNE, oy Poacl sinss, Siew Nath

L ks B B

sisEments; alwn Lthe vislon requiring a
similar majority petition as a jurisdictional
requirement before a changs of grade oan
be ordered.

The troubla with these provislons 18 that
they make it mamdatory upon the oty to
order Lthe improvements upon the Nilng of
such petitions, and wyet ths sufficlency of
the petitions may be altncked In the couris
even wfier the Improvements have t‘l‘ﬂ
mwade in good falth and thousands of Ao
lars expended by the ity In thelr comple-
tHon.

The courts have sustalned the valldily of
moet of the taxes levied under the new
charter, which took effect in 1807. 1 bellove
n curative act p\lf'nllh‘ he passed by the leg-
mlatyre - curing all defeetn in assesaments
levied under 1his charter. Many If not
most of the old assasments levied prior to
T are Irregulnr, But & large part of them
van be ‘relevied without a curative act
If we could know Lhatl asressments from
1T on wers valid and Incontestible it wonld
be & great akd to the future prosperity of
the elty.

Specinl Tazx Litigation,

The success of the legal department
1901 In the handling of s}n-cial tax litiga-
tion was more than duplicated In 1% In
compromise settlement of Invalld inxes
through decrees of court this department
collected for the ofty 1521210, In all coms
promists the owners of property were re-
guired to pay up nll regular taxes and all
other specinl assossmerits in full except the
invalld taxes affected by the compromise,
'ls‘l!mu- were pald to the tressurer divect by
the partles and are pot included In the
amount above meniloned, The regular
taxes probably amounted to as much as the
total of the specials compromised; and the
other specials pald and not Inciuded in such
compromives probably to as much more
The settlements were mainly on properiles
heavily sicumbered with taxes and the ef-
fect of the ssttlements has been to make
the rrnp-dﬂlu live taxpaying properties for
the future,

Estoppels were sstablishied by decree or
dlemissnl to the extent of FI5 88 In tAx
cares now pending estnp“ﬁl have beap
pleaded to l‘w pxtent of NULTLLE], which
should” be sustalned upon trial unisks the
parties voluntarily dismiss their cases In
preference to hnvﬁu judgments of estoppel
entered pgalnst them.

In additlon to hfn regular work the &b-
stractor “of this department furnished nb-
tracts and opinions for the city which If
made by outside abstractors, as was form-
erly done, wou'd have cost the city more

8 1,000, .
‘h\'!:-‘ry' important decisiohs were obitalned
during the year In the supreme court in
favor of the elty tn specl tax cases, In
the casea of Orr et al against Omaha, Hicka
el al agninst Omaha and Geaoler ageinst
Omaha, the previous decisions of ths dis-
trict eourt were reversed and the Jurisdic-
tion of the eity to ordar practically all ot
the old curbing was extablishod,

The case of Portamouth Bavings bank ot
al against Omaha involyed nearly all the
new questions raised l&nlmlm’ml Asness-
ments levied Elnce Murch, , and these
wete decided in favor of the city. This ls the
only cuse in which the suprems court has
had an opportunity to pass upon mﬂ:-
monte levied since the resent charter
went Into effeot in 1897, The daclelon ul-'
tablislien the valldity of prM1cgl.l{ L]
thoss nss=sements, and is of great value to
the city, :

Muanicipal Ownership of Waterworks,

wiys Deen and am now In favor
nfl 1?.'2‘%?;}1:3% ownership of publie utill-
ties, and especially of water works, but
up to this time prevalling conditions made
any step in that direction impracucable.
o total amount of outstanding long-
time Indebtedness of the clity, ns shown by
the Ngures of the comptroller, ie the luu;
of $4.615,000, The assessed , valuatlon o
prwrorty in o"mhﬁrﬂl’ﬁ"é tne 4 per cent
or 1008 wns " :
b.a:l. Lﬂl be observed from these nl-un?
the outstanding long-time indabtedness ?
the city under the 10 assesement Was On y
$143.000 shori of the constitutional 10 per
sent imit of tndebtedness. Whils this con-
dition existed It would have been tmpos-
sible to lssuas water warks bonds In the
sum required and ke within the constl-
tutional 10 per cent limit. This difMculty
i» now removed by the valuation made ac-
cording to the standard of real estite as
required by law_ for the purg;;c of mu-
nicipal taxation for the year The as-
gésaod valustlon of property in Omaha
made for the purpose o muulcl&;;l taxie-
tion for the year 1008 Is SL3w,000,000.
A8 the result of the assessment Just com-
foted the city is in a situation for the
rot time to f;m. honmaas for thes acquisi-
on- of the witer works.
“'!:'r;u right of acquiring the water works
by purcgne as provided In the contract
with the water company will accrue to the
olty Beptember 4, . It therefors be-
comes necessary at this time to conslder
the most effective and certaln plun of pro-
re 'for acquiring the water works;

cedu

hether by enforcing the t of purchase,
=b‘m£«n"i h wnSer m?' w@"ﬂ& t ot
Rnr?lemt main as sutgorl.ud by the char-
ter.

] he t of eminent domaln the
m%rndhll" ‘tha ll.'llg'hht to select meven apprals-

ers and the appralsemenc made, before
b?comlu final lpnd pding oa the city, i
subject to approval by the mayor and
council and ulso by a vole of the people,
Thia gives to the olty protection much fo
be desired with reference to the amount
of the appralsement,

w h-tl!‘: course may be declded upon,
we should proceed, as we have done, with
suffcisnt caution and understanding of the
situntion as to adopt the plan which will
bo safest and best, so that the water works
may be mccured for the city at A fair and
reamonable ‘cost,

Now that bonda can be Issued and the
tims when the right of purchase will ac-
orue will soon arrive, 1 recommend that
an ordinance be pasred declaring the ne-
cessity of mcquiring the water works piant
and providing for the appointment of ap-
praisers fo determine the value of the
same. With this In view, 1 would urge
that this communication be referred to the
uppropristg commitiees, and that the ques-
tl':m as to the most desirable moethod of

rooedure for acquiring the water workws
ge consdered without delay by the councll
in neral eonmittee, and th reference
to proper determination of this ques-
tion 1 tm pleased to confer with your
honorabls body.

Elecirio Lighting,

A Important work of the year was
the "guilon of the contract of the New
'l‘ltwmuﬁlc-uiomtiou Elu;tﬁln y‘ht

or electric strest or B

?fw three years from :ﬁnr n,
The former contract was entersed into

mber 18, extondi an existing
contract which was not to Eplu until De-
cember ¥, 187 This old econtfact was
rushed through and signed at midalght the
seme day of Ite wsofo without giving
the people an opportunity to be heard or
to protect their interests. It provided that
the city should y at the rate of §1M.50

r year for each arc light. The new con-
ract entered into lnit March reduces the

te 30 $04.50 per light, the rate taking ef-

t January 1, one year before the
expiration of the former contract, and
also requires the company to pay (o the
olty at the first of each year a royaily of
3 per cent on the gross sules of the previ-
ous year. This saving of R per year on
eaelh are lght has enabled the city to put
In over 100 new lamps, which has greatly
lmxrv\red ihe lighting eystem of the clty,
and the additionsl royalty will provide tor
still further extensions,

The gusoline street lamps have not proved
very satisfactory, and dun the year 160
of them have been discontrhued, and the
amount of money so saved has been put
into addittopal gas lamps, woich give much
beller service ot only a small Increase In
price,

At the beglnnin

of last year the light-
Ing facllities of 1 ]

v elty copslsted of 59
are lights, 983 gas lamps and 60 gusolfne
lnmps. At the ciess of the year we had
446 arc Nghts, 1663 gua lnmps apd 408 %u-

1{5'. A greal Improvement has
been made fn Dur street lUghting Auring
the year, ot an lncrebsed number of lghts
are still needed.

Condulie.

In Mar® an ordinance wae passed re-
q:itln’ all electrie and other wires when
uped for eleotric light, heat, power, and
other commetulal purposes excepting those
used for Jiraprnln: stroot carm and tele-
graph and telephone wires, to be placed
under und M that portion of the clty
bounded on the east by Eighth strest, on
the west by Eighteenth sireet, on the south
by Howard sirect and on the north by
Canltol avenue

The electric light and telephone com-
panies are rapidiy cgnpiying with this re-
quirement, he appfarnnce of the down-
town streets will certatnly be greatly lm-
proved by having these poles wnd wires
removed. and the work of fire Aghting In
the business Jdlstrict will ve llmpl?!h-(l_ und
the possibllity of such terrible accidents
ta have ocourred (o Aremen 1o recent years
y coming In contact with lve electric
wires wiil be prevented,

Market House.

During the latior part of the year just
closed the council, over my velo, passpd
an ordinance providing for the erecyon of
A markot house in Capltol avenus, chst of

urteenih, and later ot a contract for
the partial conatruction of the same, and
work has siready comimenced on the found.
stlone. The porton now under contract
B to coat about N2 and It s est)-
maied that It will gost ubout as much

ore to complele the structure accord-
W plans from Fourteenth to Thire
teenth slreels.

I have conkistantly vetosd ourz' step In
e prooeedings in refation to the jecs
tan and construction of this market, |

¥o belleved and stil belleve that a
visit o the market site would convinos
any un udived permon of its unsultable-

The structure lo prog-
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ress of erection I8 but A temporary make-
shift and will not be a cradit to tha eity,

I belleve the city needs & market, bul
it whonid be srected in A sultable and ac-
cemaible Jocation and it whoald be & bulld-
ing of permaneént character and of ade-
gunte siae and construction.

Heelth Depuriment.

The work of this department during the
yoRr wns moat effecitve. The dutles were
very largely Increased by smallpox, which
renched the epidemic astage during the
first part of the year. In the Arst Lhree
months of the year, there were M cases
under the care of the department. A totul
of B4 cases were attended to during the
run of the dibease. The epldemic has boan
stamped out by vigorots attention and
roper care amd we now have hbut four
Ight cases of the diseass In the city.

As I» well known, the charter allowance
s;: this department I8 onty $I000 and but

wer cont of this ean be drawn against,
This amount Is practjeally taken to meel
salnries mand Axed charges, and It WwWas
Impossibie lust year to make provision In

the levy for the health fund for the
large Increase in exponse Which It was
kyown would occur on account of the

allpox spilemic. This Incresse had (o
be taken care of out of the general fund,
therefore, Inatead of out of the hexlth
fund, from whieh It should properly be
drawn. 'The extrn expenses nttending the
epktemlic of smulipox amounted 1o $18,306.54,
Of this amount M0 was furnliure and
emergency hospital bulldinge, which have
permanent value. The remsining §756%
was expoended for help, nurses, (ransporis.
tion of patients to hospiial, groceries,
druge, fuel milk and telephone at the
WINETEeNCy hﬂnp!!n;,

The chatity limitations of the fund should
be raised to at loast §20,000, for just such
emerxencies

Fire Departmeunt,

The record of successfnl service in this
department econtinued during 1000 The
number of firee wis nearly 100 leas than
In 1801 and the fire joss was amaller by
more than §100,000,

This redord 18 phenomenal, and yet It
Is am much due to I‘Od luok a» It Is to
skiliful fre fighting. Rithough no depart-
ment In the country of the same numerical
stranglh cxcels our own, Put our fre-
fighting faciiitles: are: inadequate and our
force too mmall, Of goprsa thers are parts
of the city which have splendid protection,
but thore are others where nothing short
of a miracle could save life and-property
in case of Mre. To alford thils protection,
the city should bulld a number of depart-
ment houses and furnlah thom with men
and applinnces.

An engine house should bs bulit In the
wholesale district on the Jot purchased
Inat yéar at Eleventh and Jacdkson streets,
Vast property lnterests are jeopandised by
any fire In Lthis loeallly, A large confla-
frntlon there might paralyse the Jobbing
nleredts of the elty.

A double house for a hook and Indder
and & hose company should be constructed
In the vicinlty of Twentleth and Lake
siresta. Kountse Place and the north part
of the city has very litile protection. The
nearest companies are at least a mlle
away.

A double house shoyld be srected at
Twenty-seventhh and Jones street ou the
lot pow owneld by the eclly, so that a
hose company could be put In alongside
the hook and landder company. Tho pres-
eut bullding is an old barn remodeled and
f# 80 cold and unsanitary as to be nnfit
for llving qunrters for the men There la

a large territory .in this locality vrllhol:;

adequate proteciion. By some
mlsmansgement, the hose company
protéction of

for the
anscoms Park dis‘rict wan

P at ths southeast corner of the park
n the hollow, 8o that In order (o reach the

residence district a iong run must be
made ughm. and when the top of the hill
Is reached tho teams are exhausted, A

hose company located at T'wenty-seventh
and Jones slreets would afford
protection to most of the Hanscom P

section than ean the company at Twenty-
ninth and Shirley, as the run from Twen-
ty-sixth and Jones stresats ls practioally
on the level and over well paved streats.

gTeater
ark

A single house for a hoee company should

be located tn the vicinlty of Twenty-second
and Davenport.
many valuable bulldings, and they are dif-
flcuit of mccess owing tc the long hill
that must be climbed b
from thelr present

In ndditon
should Purchm L3
the vicinity of Elghteenth and Harney
atrests and Fourteenth and Howard streels
where we now have companies In rented

]
bull s for which we A yearly rental
of Sah AT

locations.

to these houses the olty

Wo piy as annual rental for them

Bn interest on enough bonds to erect new
uldings thoroughly up to date and sulted

to the needs of the department
T'he pitea for all these b

These bulldings are not suited
for our purposes and yet half the amount

would

strects, This locality has

the companies

tes and erect houses In

necessary -
ings could be secursd and sultable bulld-

wl ervoted far approxi

leve n bend p tion lb:ﬂld be & b‘z
ub-
mm'} this parpose. Of

mitted to the or

courss .1 am pware that the
maintalning companlies in these a
balidings

dm"b ':l‘
n
would be considerdble, butf the

money saved by the reduction ih Insurance

rates

by thegse
(e Tatenioe iooxsments. wonld, maP

expenses geve
e P ral  times

Stroet Markers. .
A much needed Improvement was begun

last fall in the matter of B}u:ln: #troet

markers on sireet corners, or a number
Oof ysara past 1 have called attention to
the imperative nesd for such markers and
hfive urged the mlkh’ of an appropriation
for that purPolo. A few mont BEG

was set aslde for this object and s
amount has been expdnd a8 follows:
Four hundred and elghty-six poats
with two street slgns each, and slgns
placed on cornor bufldings, making a total
of 1,680 signs. Additionn]l mone culd be
appropriated to extend this wywtem. as the
rigna pirenilly placed only cover the more
thickly populated parts of the city.

The Garbage FProblem,

Under the present laws and conditions
relating to the diaposition of gur e, It Is
required thut it be ¢lther d's of at
the Jones street dump, controlled by one
contractor, or be hauled many miles into
t country. Aa a result inmun en-
’nud in hauling ftrhn.e will neither pay
or the privilege o usLng the dump or haul
thelr loads out of the eity, but deposit
garbage, ashes, nightsoll and manure on
vacant lots, outlylng streets or In any ao-
oemuible place where they think uar can
empty their loads and get away withont
a urrest. Loads of refuse and
foul-smelling flth are tnqnnu{. dum
at night in streots nnd vacant lo rlmﬂln
the midwt of thickly g:pulltud dls ta,
This ia a serious condition, and the worst
feature of It la that with our small police
force it is Impossible to remedy it

wowrld recommend that a
creamatory be erected by the elty for the
abatement of this nulsance. This could be
done gt a #mall expense and would be an
improvement welcomed alike by property
opners and teamsters, It would materially
lessen the -hnser from contagious AQis-
eises nnd would Improve the bealth and
appearance of the clly. any other clities
have adopted this plan and 1t has proven
ontirely sutisfactory.

Engineer pud Board of Public Works,

The annual report of tha clty engineer
gives soma figures which will be of Inter-
est 1o all cltizens, The englunoer states
that exclusive of the wooden blocks, we
now have in Omaha street pavementa cov-
ering in round numbers 8% miles of as-
phalt, 3l mliles of stona, 1§34 miles of brick
and 1% miles of macadam. In additlon to
this there are 41-7 miles of paved alleys,
Our sewer miloage bas resoched a total of
1% 16 miles. Treated as an aasct, the in-
vastment In Omaha public Improvements
is as follows:

Grading of streets
Bewerage

" HELPING HAND”

s Gladly Extended By an
Omaha Gitizen,

There are many enthusiastic cltizens in
Omaha prepared to tell thelr experichos
for the public good. Testhmony fram stch
& sodree ls the bost of evidence and will
prove & “helping hand"” to wmeores of
readors. Read Lthe following statement:

Mre Fred Horn of 2002 Cuming streot,
says:—"In the winter of 1888 1 eould mnot
alpop on account of pain In my back. It
also bothered me during the day and 1 of-
ten had sharp cuting paios ia the kidneys
when stooplug or caming any straln on my
back. At the tUme 1 ecommenced using
Doan's Kidney Pilla | was very bad.  They
were procured al Kubn & Co's. drug store
and the frst box relieved me. | continued
the ireatment uptil I hed taken three
boxes, whed there was ne longer auy peed
to take more. 1 know Doan's Kidney Plils
do the work that it is elaimed they do.”

For sale by all dealera. Price 50 oconts.
Fostor-Milburn Co. Buffalo, N. Y., mole
agonts for the United States.

Remember the pame Doan's and take no
subsiitule. .

[

y

e ever so indust

Toml .. v o o DR NS IS

I tha smount inyvested in park gprounds
and park Improvemenis were added, tha
tota) would be conslderadbly over F0,000 000
Against this there f8 & total debt for dle-
Irlct sewers, pavemoenis, sewor bonds and
aving bonds of adoat WAl that amount,
mving the net asséts of the city atl this
date abhout 3500000, exclusive of #chool
property, thJ hall, engine houvses and real
#s}nla awn by the coity,

wobably the moat Important work com-
pleted during the last! year under the su-
perviston of this department was the con-
giruetion of the Twenty-fourth strest via-
duet by the Unlon Paciin and Burlington

milway companles. These companles are
undeér agreement to condtruct s viaduect or
subway on Bancroft street and have fur-

ther practically agreed o conatruct & via-
duct over their tracks near Eighth and
Davenport stroeta

The preliminary stepe have bosn taken to
aoguire the right-of-way for the Saddle
creek maln sewer, which has long been
needed to afford sewerage facilities to the
west and northwest portions of the clty, It
is proposed to consiruct & driveway In
connection with the grwer over the prop-
erty to be condemned

Charter Amendments,

Thete Are A numbsr of charter amend-
ments which 1 trugt may be secursd at
this pession of the legislature. Among
them 1 would suggest the following:

First—The clause requiring the tax com-
missjoner 1o take the valuation fixed by
the Bilate Board of Equalisation in assess.
ing rallroad property should be stricksn
from the charter, as being unjust and op-

preesive, If not unconstitytiona)

Recond—The charter limitation upon the
levy for the fire, pollee, heaith, water
rent and sipking funds should be In-
cronnnd. The apparatus and appllance

of the fire departmsnt need repew "f' 1t
the other houses hereln recemmended are
erected the additiona]l expinse of malnte-
pance must ba provided for. The pollce
fund s not sufMclent to mm‘-nrt the pres-
ent foree, and during the last three or
four months of the yoar It will be neces-
sary to discharge half of the patrolmen
to prevent san overlap. The health fund
must recelve a large allowance If the clty
Is to bhe protected against contaglous dis-
eases when they become epldemic. There
are parts of town where additional hy-
drants are absolutely necnmrr. but not
another opne ¢an be pinced wucll the pres-
ent levy can ba Incre The sinking
fund limitatlon must be Ised, ns tha
amount authorized for the past few years
hios not been suffclent to meet the clty's
Interest charges, and It has been neces-
eary to itake thousands of dollars annunlly
put of tha genernl fund to pay the balance
in order to save the cliy from defaulting
upon [ts bonded [ndebtedness and rulning
the city's credit for many years (0 coms,
The annual levy for each of these funds
has Desn the maximum amount allowed
by the charter and | er to meest the
requireaments of the clty thess limitations
should be ralsed as follows:

To
Flrs fund...... ¥100,000
Polica fund...... 130,000
Hoalth fund..... 20,000
Binking fund.... «ccessseses () B0, 000

These changes would not necessarlly In-
ersans the total levy to any material ex-
tent, but would t the payment of
ngpen:elfo::ht‘.' of .mpmr funds [nstead
of put o gener "

‘l"glﬂ.l—-.nn amendment should be made
raising the Umit of our bonded Indebled-
ness, or else the city should be suthorized
to issure tuncung bonds to take up out-
standing special bonds and warrants where
no taxes remain for the payment of the
srame. These bonds and warrants now
bear from 6 to per cent interest and
could be refund Bt 4 pi» cent or less,

thersby saving the clty many thousands
of dol nnually in Interest.
F‘ouﬂh—‘leho vimi

rPro on of the charter In
sdictional titions for spe-
clul Improvementisn should be modified In
the light of experience and common sense,
so that no property owner could dafeat
assesament on the ground of defective pe-
titlons when the Improvements have been
made by the elty at | expense, relylng
in good falth on the title records to prove
the larity of such tions, partiou-
larly whea no claim of fraud, Injustice or
mgl“ h }\.' m-d‘ﬁ hould passed
th—A curative act should be

valldating all = assessnents  levied

ce the new went into effect In

Sixth—The clty of O W
the right of lu{mt m:h::i.:‘:: mntsv;:
tha regulation and control of its fire and

The ar -
of Fire ...5°'fvuw.}°c:§;

relation to ju

lice de
Ty
missioners for tha coity should not
but the board

vested In governor, 4
mayor an

confirmed by the city counell,

should be nlznun. - T Al

le-l'l.l of -_'Alm:“lq.!ll.

be appointed by

The councll during the lgst five years
has adopted a v short-sighted polloy
the matter of u':? P eulﬁm otp?h:,ane

nual reports of the

arfoun departments of
the ¢ity. In each-of my mnnusl messages
1 hno’ attention {n this matter and

er

urged the necessity for their publication,
but a mistaken ldea of anonogw has In-
duced the counocd] n overrule my desires
in the matter, In the recent Investigations
made by the Real Estate exobhange it was
found A{molt impossible towecure in avall-
able form comparative hgures on cily ex-
p&nﬂltu{‘l_ receipts for the last five
years. I would agaln urge the necesslly for
printing these r and 1 belleve busl-
ness men geperally who are interested in
municipal affalrs would endorsa this recom-
mendation. If not desmed feasible to pub-
liah the reports in full,-1 would advise that
ut lepst an abstract of them for 1588, 1809,
1900 and 1900 be fssued, This could be ab-
breviated Into one volume, If thought neces-
sary. I would further advise that the an-
nual ris for be printed In full
All of 3!. ﬁmuns could be done for from
1,500 to $2, ﬁ'd the clty, ita oMcers and
taxpayers would than be tion, by

of expenditures, to check any

mexmv ca and to trace the
.1
dl-podlrcm of city ':ndu, The taxpayers

of the city want this information In brief,
?“ml:. orm, and the only way it can be

L= 3 the publication of the an-
nual reports the city,

Hvery other city In the coun the nlze
of Omaha pub such Teports, and a
comparison of our reports with thoss of
other citles would be of great value. The
Omaha annusl reports were published reg-
ularly from 1887 1897, inclusive, but were
then discontin for reason of economy.

Complintion of Ordinances,
No compilation of the ordinances of the

city hlf been made since 180, In the
twelve nmm.m moere than 5000
ordinances have n , ameonding,
re-ame or repéaling  former ordl-
nunces, & section of the compllu-

tion of 1880 remains unchanged, therefors
hat wlumr 11 now worse than ume) It

practically ble to ascertain what
the gmmt provislons of the ordinances
of the city are upon some subjectis, for
certain of the complled ordinances of
1880 have been altered by amendatory or
partially repealing ordinances as many as
twenty times,

1 have called attention to this subjeet |
soveral previous apnusl messages and
deslre to state again that | deem It to be
of the highest Importance that a new com-
pllation of the ordinances be made, ‘This
shoula bo done mot only for the reason
glven mbove, blit for the additional rea-
son that many of our ordinunces have been
drawn carciessly and by Incompetsnt per-
sond, and u large number have already
bean declared invalld by the courts. Many
others would not bear -crmln;' if they had
ttfob. reled upon by the city In any Htlga-

n.

Thia compilation should e made at onos
and by lawyers famillar with munlcipal
affalra and municipal law, No layman, be
ous or well Intentionad,
sbhould be intrusted with this im tant
matter, Then, when a new compllation has
been thoroughly prepare!d. printed and
adopted and former ordinances repealed,
no amendmenis of any churnoter should be
permitied, excepl in extreme cases of ab-
solute necegsity. Nine-tenths of the amend-
atory ordinances of the pesl twelve years
were unnecessary, and were Dassed slmiy
to gratify some personal whim and pot
from any public necesalty.

Coneclusion.

I deslre to express my sppreciation of
the courtesy and oconslderstion shown me
by the members of the council and by the
teada of the respoctive departments.

I trust thal this review of the last year's
municipal recon! and the sugEestions mads
In the message may be of benefit in assist.
Ing us in the work before us In the year

b Rospect fully,
IPRA}\‘{{ E MOORES, Mayor,

FIRE STARTS ON BATTLESHIP

Lighted Clgareite in Busket of Paper
Causes Damage 1o New
York,

SAN FRANCIBCO, Feb. 10.—Fire broke
out last might on the battleship New York,
which is lying In the stream under ordera
te sail for Honduras

Tha fire was in the eabin of Paymastar
Ball and is belleved to have origluated
from a lghtsad ocigarette dropped lnte &
basket of paper.

Considerable damage wes dooe to the
cabin, bul the salling of Lthe flest {oday
will ot be delayed .
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Crackers With
A Kerosene Flabvor

They are known as the common bulk soda cracker.
grocers don't have them in this flavor—some of them do.

It's no fault of the grocerman.

All

He sells bulk soda crackers

because a few customers still buy them as a matter of habit. He
also sells kerosene.

Between measuring out kerosene and putting bulk biscuit in
a bag things will get mixed.

If you do not fancy the kind with the kerosene flavor ask for
Uneeda Biscuit in the In-er-seal Package with red and white

Made with the utmost care; clean bakeries, clean
bakers, best material. Packed in an air tight, dust
proof package that does all that it was made to do—
keeps the biscuit fresh, clean and dry. They reach
you in perfect condition—just as they left the oven.

NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY

— —
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Boglish Admiral Exposes Alleged Barbar-
ous Oustom in Royal Guarda

SUBALTERNS FLOGGED WITHOUT MERCY

Small Social and Milliary OSences
Baid to Be FPunished by Rach
Comrade Whipping Offend-
er's Bare Feet,

LONDON, Feb. 10.—Rear Admiral Basil
Cochrane, retired, In a letter published in
the Times today, makes astounding state-
ments rogarding & "barbarous aystem’ al-
leged to prevall among the guards regl-
menta for the punishment of subalterns
gullty of mocial or military offenses.

Avcording to Rear Admirgl Cochrane, the
odlonel of one battalion has been In the
habit of banding over offenders to the
senlor subaltern, who summons a court
martial at which the attendance of all the
subalterns Is exacted,

The sentence is almost invarfably flog-
ging. This |s administered on the bare
back, and from slx to forty blows are given
with such peverity as to draw blood. All
the officers present, even the most |nti-
mate friends of the viclim, are' compelled
to administer their ahare of blows.

The admiral cltes the lnstance of a young
officer who falnted after’ recelving forty
strokes, and also refors to the case of his
own nephew, Captain Leveson-Gower, who,
for an unintentiopal military fault, was
tried and flogged.

Subsequently, sccording to Admiral Coch-
rane, his nephew was punished with great
severity by Major General Oliphant, for-
merly commander of the Grenadier guards,
for a peity fault, and whé in consequence

comthilsalon 'Inst weok.

through relatives he meverely reprimanded
Colonel Ricardo, commander of the Grena-
dler guards, and placed Lilsutenant Colonsl
Kinlogk of the same regiment on half
bay.

COALING STATIONS IN CUBA

People Have No Objection to Carrsye
ing Out Promise with the
United States, '

HAVANA, Feb. 10.—Although a fairly
definite understanding has been reached
with the TUnited Etates representatives
with regurd to the coaling station on this
faland, Presidient Palma is inclined to fur-
ther feel the public pulse before commit-
ting his government to the agreement.

Accordingly, he held a conference with
the leading senators and representatives
it the palace today and the matter was
discussed, with the result that no opposi-

ooaling station agreement {8 not dopendent
in any degree om the confirmation of the
reciprocity treaty, since the cealing sta-
tlon arrangement ls éxpressly provided for
by the Platt amendment.

RHEUMATISM

Tortur'u, Cripples and Deforms,

ankheumr?thm doci‘nnt “;:ut all m{ﬂlﬁke.
me suller torture from the very .
ning, the attack being so sudden, sharp
aud disastrous that they are made helpless
edrplu in & few days, while others feel
only occasional twitches of pain in the
knees, ankles, elbows and wrists, or the
muscles of the legs, nrms, back or meck;
but this treacherous disease is only travel-
ing by slower stages, The acid poisons
ere all the while accumulating in the blood,
and mmscles and joluts are filling with
corroding, serid mstter, and when the dis-

case tightens its '?'F
and strikes with full THE BLoon
withstand its fearful AND
blows, and its victims
are crippled and de-
farmed, or are literally
worn out by constant
some other irritatin
poison in the blood, and this is the cause
of every variety and form of this dread dis-
ease, Hxternal remedies do not reach the
blood, consequently do no lasting good.
poisons that cause the inflammation, sore-
ness and swelling are neutralized and the
blood purified and cleansed of all irritat.
ing matter, and nothing is left in the cir-
culation to produce

invigorates the entire system, and &t the
samu time makes a thorough and permas.
nent cure of Rbeumatism.

White for our free book on Rheumastism,
THE SWIFT SPECIFIC CO., Atlants, 8a,

force, no constitution
SYSTEM

pain. Rheumatiam is
8. 8, 8. goes directly into the circulation
gﬁm‘ attacks. h? 8. 8.
nga e rem-
edy 3‘lm impair
the digestion or gen.
eral health like i

and potash

L oo (e
on every

is strong enough to

caused by Urie Acid or

and nttacks the disease jtself, The acid
remedies, but builds up and

box. 25¢

BRITISH OFFICERS BRUTAL!

of continued {1l tréatment reslgned his

When Lord Roberts, the mmuwt} In
chief, was informed of these oocurrences

tiom to agreament developed, except on
minor pointa.
It |s understood Jere that the nawal |

The chair car is one of the
modern conveniences of travel
that furnishes old-fashioned
comfort without any extra
charge.

'i'he chairs can be adjusted at
night so that you can recline at
full length. Then, with a pil
low from the porter, you can
sleep as soundly as In a bed.

Thess cars are distinetly a Buriington
feature, and thro' trains all carry them,
Thro' traine leave dally as follows:

To Denver and Wast, 426 P, M.

To Kansas City and Bouth, 9185 A. M.
and 10:50 P. M.

To Bt. Louls and Boutheast, 5:10 P, M.

To Chioago and East, 7 A. M, 4 P. M.
and §:06 P. M.

Montana and Northwenst 11:10 P, M.

Burlington|
! H[]UIE | TICKETS: 1502 Farnam St.
- — J. B. Reynolds, City Ticket Agent.

Every Day
1903, the Union
One-Way Colo-
the following
e

$20.00 to Ogden and Salt Lake City.

$20.00 to Butte, Anaconda and Helena.

$22.50 to Spokane and Wanatchee, Wash.

$26.00 to Everett, Fairhaven and New Whatcom,
via Huntington and Spokane.

$25.00 to Portland, Tacoma and Seattle.

$26.00 to Ashland, Roseburg, Eugene, Albany
and Salem, via Portland.

$26.00 to San Francisco, Los Ageles and many
other California points.

CITY TIOKNT UFpiul

‘Phone Sl

T eioa Iuﬂ;.mno:h and Marey.

$25.00 to
California

That is the Roeck Island’s rete from Omaha.

In effect dally from February 15 to April 30. Tickets "are
good In tourist sleeping cars which the Rock Island rung every
day In the week, Chicngo and Kansas Olity to Los Angeles and
Ban Francisco. Cholee of routes—"Southern” or “Beenle.”

Folder giving full information mailed od request.

1f you are golng to Call forpla, GO0 NOW, After
H.a{ 1 1t will cost You near Iy $% more than st present
Rates to Montans, Utah, ldr 0, Washington and Ore-
!S:Hpomu are proportionate ly as low as to California.
¢ or call

Rock Island

G. A. Rutherford, D. P. A.
System

1323 Farnam $t., Omaha, Neb.
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