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To the legislative revenue committea:
Get down to business,

By common consent the coal dealers
still have the center of the stage,

The Colornda legislature ghould be
given guarters in a Keeley cure insti-
tute,

The Nebraska farmers' trust proposes
to wrestle with the Nebraska elevator
trust.

If Colorado ever bullds a new state
house It should equip it with an arsenal
on the premises for use of warlike leg-
Islntors,

The omnlbns statehood bill does not
find the legislative track as smooth as
did the omnibus bullding blll. Evi-
dently the bullding bill was so heavy
that it wore ruts in the -road,

————e
The on’y Iabor organization that Is

not preparing for a strike s the politi- |

eal wire pullerd. They have altogether
too much buslyess ln prospect to take a
lny-off In these coal famine times,

After the experience of his farewell
reception Minister Thonpson should be
better prepared when he comes to the
seat of government in Brasil to with-
Stand n siege than was Minister Conger
at Pekin,

When D, E. Thompson looked at
hlmself on the front page of the Lin-
coln Journal the rnlng after the re-
ception he exclal with Mare An-
tony, “This was the most unklndmt

Ceut of all™

The fight between the advocates of]
the deep water harbor at Port Arthur
and at Babine Puss threatens to break
out again. The ¢il boom having sul-
slded Texas land speculators must work
some other scheme,

—eeey

While the legislature is In the repeal-
Ing business why not repeal the *“no
treat” law. That law has been om the
statute books jJust twenty-two years
und the first man I8 yet to be arrested
and flmed for violating It either behind
the bar or in froot of it.

e,

The prospectus of the consolidated
street rallway for 1008 is a little more
modest than the New York news broker
laid out for it. Its 200-mile suburban
strect rallway system will for the pres-
ent content Itself with an extension
from Omaha to Florence, The remain-
ing links are on the map,

FANAMA CANAL TREATY BIGNED,
The signing of the Panama ecanal
trealty may be acoepted as settling the
question of an isthmisn canul and as
suring the construction and control of
the Papama waterwany by the United
Stntes. The matter that had obstructed
the negotintions and seemed for a time
to threaten thelr fallare, the guestion of
the amonnt of annuity to be pald to Co-
fombia by the United States, was set-
tled by compromise. Investigation
showed that the original proposition of
our government was too low, while the
demand made by the Colombian govern-
ment was excesslve. The amount of
the annuity agreed upon 15 not yet
made publie, but it is sald to be equl
table and it is believed will be approved
by congress when the facts upon which
It Is based are fully set forth. Co-
lombin has sccepted all the terms and
cond!tlons proposed by the United
Btates in regand to the control of the
canal and the strip of territory contigu-
ous thereto required by the United
Btates, The geberal features of the
trenty as ot first framed have been ad-
hered to, the only important change re-
lating to the pecunlary consideration,
which Is consldernbly more than was at
first contemplated. The sum to be paid
down to Oolombia, when the treaty
shall have been ratified, Is $10,000.000
Instead of $7,000,000 and the annuity Is
probably three times the amount at first
proposed by our government.

The trenty must be ratified, of course,
by the senate of the United States and
also by the Colomblan congress. The
expectation 18 that there will be po un-
necessary delay in Its ratification by
the senate, but the Colomblan congress
will not be In sesslon until spriog.
There appears to be no doubt, however,
of the ratifieation of the treaty by that
congress. It scems safe, therefore, to
regand the isthminn canal question as
seitled and that within the present year
the work of completing the construction
of the Panama canal will have begun,
The Spooner bill giving nuthority to the
president to negotiate for the purchase
of the Panama route and make a treaty
with Colombin, provides that when this
ghall have been accomplished “the pres-
Ident shall then cause to be excavated,
constructed and completed, utilizing to
that end as far as practleable the work
heretofore dope by the new Panama
canal company of France and s prede-
cessor company; & ship ecanal from the
Carlbbean sea to the Pacific ocean™
President Roosevelt, It cafhi be confi-
dently assumed, will lose no time in
Inaugurating the work when everything

18 In readiness therefor and will have

it pushed with all possible vigor. Estl-
mates as to the time that will be ocen-
pled In completing this great enterprise
vary somewhat widely, but probably at

least ten Year will be consumed In the

construction " and the comt wlill very
likely reach §200,000,000.
C—

CARING FOR RURAL DELIVERY.

There is favorable promise that con-
gress will appropriate $12,000,000 for
the support of the rural free delivery
service during the next fiscal year. The
appropriation for the current year wns
$7.500,000, which is just about twice as
much 48 was allowed for the preceding
year. The expansion of this service
has been notable and there (s abundant
room for Its continued growth. Five
years ngo there were forty-four rural
free dellvery routes; gow there are 12.-
500 #nd by July 1 there will be 15,000.
This Is very remarkable progress.
It Is understood to be the intention
of the Postoffice department to estal-
lish 10,000 more routes with the money
that will be avallable after July 1, At
the present time the earriers travel
dally over 275,000 miles of coyntry
ronds to eerve about 7,000,000 of the
strictly rural population. The ares cov-
ered by these routes I8 about 300,000
squage miles. The establishment of the
service has been fully justified by re-
sults. It Is no longer an experiment,
but has become a fixed and permanent
part of the postal department which
muost be cared for and steadily ex-
punded until there will be no accessible
rural community without free mall de-
Nvery. It g & system the promotion of
which Is for the general welfare,

s —
. THE GERMAN BUMBARDMENT.
The bombardment of Fort San Carlos,
Vepezuela, by the Germnan crulsers, 1s a
very serlous matter. So far as appears
there Is no. justification for It apd It
looks llke a plece of wanton aggression,
wholly unwarranted and luexcusable
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pealed to by the Venesuoelan govern-
ment. What the German goverpment
whould do s to Instroct Its naval officers
in Veneznelan waters to cobfine thelr
operations to the hlockade amd stop In-
dulging in such warllke demonstrations
ns that at Fort San Carlos.

MAKE GPIFIFH N'I‘NUPRIATN!\’S

The legisiative commitiecs that are
formulating revenuve revision should at
the outset of thelr work plant them-
selves firmly In favor of epecific np-
propriations for every state Institution,
whether benevolent or educational. Ap-
propriations of indefinlte sums by the
imposition of a half mill or mill tax for
any particular Institutions are mis-
leading and calenlated to  produce
elther a feast or & famine.

The originator of the gnill tax scheme,
the Jate Boss Btout, understood very
well that it was easler to pull through
an appropriation that did not specify
the aggregate amount to be taken out
of the treasury than an appropriation
that  would specifieally mname the
amount to be levied aganinst the tax-
payers of the state, This was the
remson why he preferred to lobby
through the legislatures Dbills ap-

propriating a half mill or mill tax for|,

the construction of the state capitol
building than by the imposition of a
fixed sum, that was Hkely to be un-
popular and embarrassing to members
of the legislature who were persuaded
to assist him in his jobs.

The university half mill tax and the
Jater unlversity mill tax were of the
same order, It was much easier for
the university lobhy to logroll a mill
tax appropriation through the legisia-
ture than would bave been an appro-
printion bordering eclosely on £200,000,
The upiversity mill tax, or any tax
based on that principle, should by all
means be abollshed,

A mill tax for 1902 was equivalent to
F184,000, If the true value basis 1Is
adopted for all assessments a one-mill
tax for 1003 would be equal to not less
than $1.100,000, or an amount sufficlent
to pay nll the running expenses: of the
state and Interest on the state debt.
A tax of such colossal dimensions for
university education would create a
popular uprising in every section of the
state; por would a balf mill or quarter
mill tax on true value basis be toler-
ated,

The correct principle for disbursing
the public revenues s to appropriate
for each institution a glven amount of
money and compel that institution to
live within [ts income, The experience
of other states where Indefinite taxes
have been lmposed” has been idamtical
with that of Nebraska. = Specific ap-
propriations for state Institutions are
advocated by the govermors of every
state where Indefinite taxes have
formerly been levied uwpon the grand
assesgment roll of states under the

misapprehension that the taxpayers

will never find out how much they
have been forced to contribute toward
the maintenance of the Institutions fa-
vored with Indefinite tax appropria-
tions.

—

The proposition to abollsh precinct
assessors In Douglas and Lancaster
counties and impose thelr duties npon
the county assessor with such deputies
ns he may fAnd necessary is In line
with the movement for tax reform
enacted with the creation of the office

of tax commissioner for cities of the

metropolitan and  first and second

classes. In addition to insuring greater

uniforinity of assessment, the proposed
Inw creating the office of county as-
sessor wonld effect a large saving to the
countles by requiring the county as-
sessor to adopt the assessments made
by the city tax commilssloner for the
appralsement of all pmperty within the
respective cltles,
—————
No trust bill wifl find favor in or ont

of congress that does not provide for

ample publicity of trust finances. En-
forced publicity resulting from the peri-
odieal stutements to the comptroller of
currency was the best thing that ever
happened to national banks, nond if the
national banking law were repealed
these institutions would still continue
to make regular exhibits of thelr condl-
tlon, When the trusts are forved into
reasonable publicity they will wonder
why they ever opposed the proposition,

The county board is get{ing ready to
Inunch Its reform program for 1004,
The first reform in order will he the

SATURDAY,

jean, It will be a Jong Ume, Boweyver,
before any sort of treatment except hypno-
tism will make people lean wward modern
breakfast toods.

Where's that Fire Now?

Chicago Record-Tlerald.

A Yale professor clajme to have discove
ared that all lite originated at the north
pole and thst man came from the primatos
through fire. This of course happened long
before the coal gombinations got to doing
businers.

Lacked Canltare In the Are,

Indlanapolls Journal.

The woman who called & member of con-
gtess o llar from the galleries because ha
made a predicilon about the future stiitude
of Canada toward the Unlted States had
not studled the ethies of lying. A mers
difference of oplulon regarding some sup-
posititious avent in the remots future does
not furnish just cause for a charge of
mendacily.

Small Risk in Travellng,

Minneapolls Journal,

According to the figures of the Inter-
state Commerce commision it la safer to
travel tHan to stay at home. Last year
the raiiroads carried §07,278,121 passengers.
Including killed and Injured the aggregate
of casualties was 5,080, It appears that
only one passenger out of 119,643 wam In
fanger of injury, bowever slight; the risk
of death wne only as 1 to 3,702,908,

Time for National Sadness.

New York World, '
The sultan of Jolo is dead; long llve
the sultan of Jolo! His Highness Hadji
Jumalul Kiram is gathered at 30 with the
faithful; but his honors were hereditary,
and as his collection of sultanas knew mno
limit except his. pay envelops there are
plenty of heirs, one of whom may be so-
lected, by the Oriental method of killing
off his rivals, to wear the robes of state.

Uncovering Anclent Seandals,

Indianapolls Journal.

For those who have rated General Pre-
mont among the bright lights of the repub-
lican party it Is unfortunate that a recent
debate in the house brought to light the
scandals incldent to his command In Mis-
sourl In 1881. He showed himself vislonary
and unequal to the task he had undertaken.
He became a victim of rapaclous army con-
tractors, but his unpardomable sin was In
consenting to be a bolting candidate for
president agalnst Lincoln.

Let the Money Flow,

Bpringfield Republican.

Corrupt practices legislation was quite
the rage a few years back, but its prac-
tical nchievements are not knoewn to have
been tremendous, Bills are ponding in the
Minnesota legialature repesling the cor-
rupt practices nct, and Judge Herrick of
the New York supreme court for the dls-
trict of Albany has just pronounced 'un-
constitutional the Ww requiring candidates
for publie office to make publlc returns of
thelr campalgn expenditures.., While this
legislntion has probably been of some re-
straining influeace, still money seoms to be
88 potent an influence ln politice as ever,
and as largely ubed.

Objections to the Lease Bill, |

Minnéapolls Joyrnal, v

That the problem of how to utilize the
arid public,lands (s no easy one to settle I»
Indlonted by the protest of western Ne-
braska stockmeén #guinst the lease bill in-
troduced In the Sdnate by Senator Dietrich.
The small

able to the opes, They want a lease
law, Ihnr,m ut not this ome. Yet it
must be ble to work out some

rort of lehmu“l"hieh while not interfering
with the privilége of the homesteader, will
make [t possiblé to utilize the publie lands
for grazing In & 'more advanlageous manner

than at prescaot, both to the public and the
cattlemen,

The Unreasonable Producer,

New York Evening Post.

In connection with the recent extraordi-
nary advance (o the price of petroleum, we
hear of some mutterings from the produc-
ers bacause they are given so small & share
of the enlarged profits. To the consumer
oll has advanced In the last four months
$1.47 a barrel. The producer malntalns that
he gets but 27 cents of this, and perverssly
arguea that he ought to have more. But
he skould understand better the wise and
benevolent ways of the Standard Ol com-
pany, The conalderate gentieman at the
head of that charitable institution know
well the temptation which sudden wealth
brings In iis train. They could not think
of subjecting a mere producer to such a
test. Bo they restrain thele Instinctive de-
gire to give him six-sevepths of the in-
creasad prics, and keep It themselves out
of regard for his moral character, Besldes,
how could they be sure that he would en-
dow Chicago university?

A SORRY MONUMENT.

American Writer's Zeal

and Royanlty.
Detrolt Free Pross.
Few American pewspaper correspondents
are nble to withstand a European environ-
ment. For every MacGahan, who is the
soul of consclentlous devotion to his work,
there are & dozen Smalleys sud Ralpha who
are so dazzled by the glitter of rank and
caste that they blindly singe their poor,
weak wings In the flame. Mr. George
W. Bpmlley went to London as the corre-
spondent of the New York Tribune, and

for Class

think this Wl is favor-

JANUARY

"4. 1903.
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OTHER LANDS

Ia 132 Hngland pot Inte serviee, lald
dowd or provided for a very teapecialile
nAYyY, A8 navies of most couniries go. From
the public dock yarda two 16000-ton battle-
ships, one 9800.-ton armored crulser and
two 63%0-tom protected cruiters were
launched. From private yards  wore
Isunched four 5.800-ton armored crulsera,
bestdes & number of submarines and tor-
pedo boats. At present thors are on the
blocks five 18,350-(on batileships, one 9 §00-
ton armored crulser, six 10,200-ton armored
crulsers, two 13.500-ton armored crulgers,
four 3,000-tom third-ciass crulsers, two
1,070-tomn  sloops, four 14A00-ton moouls
seventeen torpedo boat destroyers, four
torpedo boats and four spbmarines. Ships
that ars completing compriss six 14.000-ton
battlieships, thirteen armored cruisera,
ranging from 9800 tons to 14,100 tons, and
two sloops. The ships that were completed
and commissloned durlog the lust year
comprised one battleship of 12,600 tons;
three of 15,000 tons, four armored cruisera
of 12,000 tons and one of 14000 tons, one
sloop and two guoboats, The greatest suc-
cess of the year wans the armored crulser
King Alftred, which maintaloed a speed of
23,465 knots with 01071 horsepower, ita
coal consumptlon at full power balng 1.81
pounds per hour per §. h. p. This estab-
lishes that Kiag Alfred could go from
England to Australin at fiftecn koota an
hour without recoaling,

LLL

Among other signs of unguiet and dis-
content In the Russian empire Is a curlous
exodus, for the purpose of rvading mili-
tary service, of Tartars from Crimes loto
Turkey. It was found necessary not long
ago to put a large ateamer on the line
running from Sevastopol to Constantinople
In order to accommodate the Inereasing
pumber of emigrants. Moreover, the Tar-
tars are using other opportunities for es-
cape and the Russian anthorities have
found it neccessary to lay speclal Injunctions
upon ail lJocal fAshermen forbldding them
to assist the fugitives in thelr flght. They
gay that they do not regret the departure
of the Tartars, as |t makes room for more
desirable Rufsian peasants, but fesl com-
miserntion for the emigrants, who ara
golug from bad to worse, and ceriainly the
Tartars are grossly mistaken If they ex-
pect to find Turkey a land overflowing with
milk and honey. The suggesiion has been
made by the Mahommedan priesthood that
all Tartar recruits should be enlisted in
ons mpecial regiment, and it s believed
that this would remove many sources cf
dlscontent, but the authorities fear that If
they made an exception of this sort le favor
of the Mahommedans it would not be long
before similar privileges would be de-
manded for the Jows. The Novoye Vremya
says that a remedy must be sought in ed-
ucation.

THAN OURS,

san

t'ompulmr:r free elementary oducation
hAving been established in France in 1882,
the conscripts drafted into the army, and
borm within the last twenty-five years, have
passed through the communal or other
schools, Thus Frenchmen who eannot read
and write are becoming rarities. Caplains
in various paris of France last vear sub-
jected the conseripts drafted into thelr
companlios to a sort of examination, which
proved that nearly every man was falrly
proficient in reading, writing and arith-
metic. But beyond vhis the Ignorance of the
great majority of the men was astonishing.
According to the Revue Pedagogigue, o
ecaptaln of the Fifth army corps, of which
the headquarters are st Orleans, whaere the
population Is supposed to be rather abova
the average in intelligence, discovered that
two of the forty-four consocripts .drafted
Into his company were completely {llite-
rate. The others eould read and write

fairly well, and tho greater uumber could [Amendm

polve g problam of arithmetic. correctly.
Having ascertained theso facts the cap-
taln assembled the conscripts, and glving
them pen and paper asked, them to write
as full answers as they could to three
questions: “What do you know about Joan
of Are? *Of what ‘does tle national fete
of July 14 remind you?' *““What do you
know about the war of 1870 It wns found
that more than half the conseripts knew
nolhing &t all about Joan of Are, that
three-guarters were ignorant of the event
commemorated by the natlonal fete, and
that two-thirds had no knowledge what.
ever of tho Franco-German war of 1870,
The vublication of this fact has caused
somewhat of & sensation.
LT

Steadily and methodieally Rusia Is con-
tinulng f[ts preparatlons for tightening ita
grip on Manchuria. The Russkl Invalid of
8t. Petershurg publishes sn order of the
minister of war dwelling upon the Impor-
tance of having a supply of officers ae-
qualnted with the loeal languages among
the troops stationed In the Amur territory,
and announcing that arrangements have
been made at the Orlental Instituis In
Viadivostok for the instruction of forty
ofMecers in the Chinese, Japanese, Corean
and Mongollan languages, as well as in
French aod English. The course of in-
struction will 1ast four years and {ten
ofMcers will be admitted overy yoar in
order to study the languages chosen for
them by the general in command of the
Amur military distriet. There will be
no entrance examination. The officers so-
lected for these courses will enjoy various
priviliges, among others, annual allowances
of 120 roubles for books, and 200 roubles
for travellng expenses. For d¥very month
which they spend abroad during leaves of
shsence In order to perfect thempselves In
their languages they will recelve an mddl-
tional sllowanece for living expenses,

aew

The insecurity of the Prussian author-

POLITICAL DRIFT,

David Bennett 1ill drow the legal brist
that Is ereditéd with knocking out the sinte
franchise tnx Inw in the New York appel-

Inte court,

A Migsouri legislator who answers Lo the
name of Colln Sciph mports a valet In sight
In the heyday of Mis-
mourl's greatnesd such conduet would pro-

of hin colleaguos,

voke a lynching.

The Arkansas leglalature has one member

who I8 6 fect 8 inches in helght, but whe

the question Is piit to him he says be I8 &
He s a school teacher

feet 20 Inches tail
=J]. 8. Rowland ol Valley Bprings.

Among the detinguished dead In the sen-
atorial melee is the Iate James K. Jones of

Arkansax. Mr, Jones was pressod inlo

round cotton hate by his opponents, but
his fame as a politleal prophet will linger | railrond

a8 lohg as American soversigns appreciat
campnign Humor.

Former OGoversor James 8

sires to succeed Josoph W,
United Statesa wenate,
18 four years off, Hoge Is trimming his sall

Balley In th

for it by getting on lotimate terms with

the membera of the present legisiature.

Judge John H. Remgan of Texaus retired
to private life the other day and will write

some memolrs—which ought to be Interest

Ing, In view of his sixty-four years In pub-

lle ofce na a member of the confederat

eabinet, Judge, United States senator, mem-
ber of the Texas rallroad commiasion, ete.

The only female moember of the Utah log
{slature voted for Apostle Bmoot's nomine
tlon in the republican cauvcus.

clnime of some of the folk who are expect

ing to overturn tho situation out that way.

Prof. John W. Burgess of Columbia uni

vereity declares In a magnzine article that
the United States sonate at the present

moment Is the worst rolien-borough Insti
tatlon lo the clvilized world.

by only forty-four senators,

will long endure go grent an Inequality 1
Its répresentative system.

Bix members of (he Kannmas logislatur
are expert cowboys.
house—C. M. Beeson of ¥ord, W.
don of Clark, W. W. Martin of Morton, Fre

Frinr of Wichita, R, B, Campbell of Meade

and Sherman William of Stanton.
Beeson 1s dean of the outfit.
ways been a cowboy,

“Chalk

state and keops It stocked with from 700 t
1,000 eattle.
got together a real cowboy band, whic

Iater became famous all over the country.

————— —
STATUS OF THE ISLE OF PINES,

Americans There Anzious teo
Where They Arp At
Phlladelphia Record.

Foreible resistance is threatensd by 300
Amerioan eitizens residing and owning
property in the Isle of Pines to any fur-

ther exercise 6f sovereignly there by th
Caoban governshent.

without proper courts of justice and with
out schoole, -

The positions of the Island ls certalnly | #0da
anomalous. [n, accordance with the Platt
the B
e Ouban republic.
cctfulness of the
Flavana government in providing a sysiem
af sdministration. Nevertheless, the island
not having been ceded to the Unitod States,
the governmont at Washingtor can exerciss

ent It been ex
constitutional Iimits of
Hence, probably, the n

no authority therein. The situation ough
1o be relleved. Still, the American res!

dents ought to be the last persons té set so
bad an exampie to thelr Cuban nelghbors
a8 to seok rodress through lawless methods,

ELREOTION EXPENSE LAW YoID.

New York Supreme Court Works Iis

Hammer Effectively.
Philadelphin Ledger.

The supreéme court of New York has
decided that the election law of that state,
po far as It provides for the forfelture
of office by the fallure to make and file
& sworn ststement of the election expenses |

of candidates, is unconstitutional and vold.

That instrument provides that no declara-
tion shall be exacted from cMeials except

the oath prescribed by the constitution.

The constitutional provision applying to
the case in New York Is not to be found
The laws of
statements
of election expenses from candidates for
The New York
iaw wna accepted ns & very desirable re-
It was expected that (ts execution
would purify elections, chock bribery and
It has been
helpful in these directions, though many
candidates have probably besn ingenious
and means of evasion,
Tha forfelture of office which followed ex-

in all state constitutions.
other states requiring sworn

#Mlce may be upassallable.
form.

all (llegitimate expendlture.

in devising ways

posure wan a severe penulty.

Hogg of
Texas;, who made millions In oil. now de-

Though the contest

The fact
ithat she Is a GentMe and ithe execuiive
Bead of the Fedoration of Women's Club | PATLRF Was at onee begun.
in that state may tend to lee waler the

He bases thin
neeertion on the fact that of the 76,000,000
people in the union 14,000,000 Are repre-
genied by forty-wix menntors and 2,000,000
Prof. Burgess
does not belleve that popular government

They are all in the
H. Wel-

He has al-|Is
though he owns n
fine ranch In the southwestern part of the

It was Beeson who in 1880

Hnow

The maleontents make
out a fairly good case against the Cuban
nuthorities; the taxation is high, but the
taxpayers ‘recelve nothing in return, all
the money collected belng sappropriated to
the use of Cuba, and the Isle of Plnes re-
maing without adequate police protection,

HOW MEXICO DEALS WITH TRUSTS

President Diar Dirops a Mint
Conapiracy Collapaens.

Cleveland Plaln Dealer.

It the gentlomen in Washington and elss.

where who ate losing slecp in trying to
solve the monopoly problem In this Iand
of the free will caxt thelr eyes southward
they will see meroes the Mexiean border
soanething that they may find to their ad-
vaniage. The strenuons gentleman who
presidea over (he destiniea of the Maxioan
republic I8 given to taking short euts and
s not in the habit of belng hampered by
red tape or logal formulas. Just at this
time the story of how he tamed a Yankee
octopus that had found [ta way into bis
8| bafliwick may be of interest.
Some mohths ago the Mexfoan Central
suddenly changed hamds, and
@ | thereon hangs a tals. 1t appears that &
Mexican, while trying te obtaln water near
Tampleo, struck oll. He was lgnorant of
the value of his dscovery, but & chance
o | Amorican recognized It and the two went
{uto partnership in the oll business, doing
s | eventually a Iarge and profitable trade.
Like most parts of the sarth Mexico Is In
the grip of the ofl mouapoly dnd the big
concern was moon aware of the operations
of the humble pair who had ventured to do
_ | buninesk for themgslves, An offer lo bur
them out wae and refused. The cor-
o | poration’s agents Mastened to 8an Francisco
and soon the new# came out that the Mexi-
can Central had changed hands.

The trust’s agenta knew why the road had
been eold evon If the publie @id net, and
the old familiar process of putting the
screws to the Mexftcan and his Yankes
The trick wan
played that has for years driven out of
business every Amderiean ofl producer who
has dardd to stand out against the trist.
A tariff was adopted which practically pro-
hibited the sale of Tumplico oll Afty miles
from that place, and the two humble part-
ners were forced to suspend operations.

But they were not to be beaten so easlly,

They wasted no time in taking their griev-
ance to court, but procesded posthaste to
the City of Mexico, Inid their case before
President Dingz, and showed him all the
accumulated evidence, He promptly or-
derod that the former tarlff of the ralirond
fl | be rostored under penalty of forfeiture of
its charter to the state in case of refunal.
e | The old rate on oll was at onee and by wire
ordered restored. The oll well 18 agaln In
operation and the monopoly Ia booking no
d | business in that section of the country, In
the meantime the rallropd, bought for the
** | purpose of freezing out the two partners,
paylng & reasonable dividend on the
Inveatment and the new owners are suffer-
ing no loss on that score.
o All of which goea (0 show that there may
be something in the clalm #o often sel up
1| that a4 benevolent despotism may be the
best of governments. We are rather in-
clined to look down on Mexico; not always,
it would appear, with good resson.

PASSING PLEASANTRIES,

“Do you know what I ean take for indi-
gestion after dinner, doetor?”
“Yen; ple’ —Yonluma Btatesman,

Bpen k louder." n.ld the judge, 'm0 the
’u'!"'rn‘n hear yow'

o hy,"” ask the wilness, In ast ll-
ment, “are they Interested Iy the cage
C Nows.

tor,
mﬂ?:;'l‘)mnr i unlunlnmdptaul to

or—fufe. That's when 1 got ltue
—Detroit-Free Pruu.

May—8he still cnn-ldarl herself a ;lrl. hut

lhll milu to be an old madd, (#n't he?
ced; n tnw more summers

ﬂllm&ehem"_m fca cream and

phh Press.
“lu‘l mne nl l

lhuur lhln
“THe ui'cumor
thunders of -pp n *—Washin

Mrs, '[Imohn—Wbut beautiful floors! How

do you Keep them so nicely lished?
Mra, Guswell (glving her the lcy glare)—
J don't. 1 leave that to the housemnld,'—
t | Chleago Tribune.,
I “0Oh, shucks!" exclalmed the shredded
Foddeér. “I'm broke. Can't you lend me &

little money 1"

*No," replied the Hay that the farmer
was preparing for the baler; “I'm all tied
up myself, and expect at an{ moment Lo
:on pressed for money.”'—Baltimore Amer-
can,

“Pardon me,"” uid the polite man in the
¢heap restaurant, “but I don't ke anything
sweet In my coffes,”
“It ain't in sweetened at all" re 1|od
the waltress as aha set down the
china cu{; before h

mny be \nrcm but I thought I
AW rour thumb in it."—Philadeliphia In-
qulrer.

Cyrus wis asked how he mnn!‘ed to re-

member the nume of every soldler under
“It's easy,” rveplied the great Peralan.
*When 1 ll\rmj In the suburbs I us 1 to buy

all my wifo's threads and ribbong.
Marveling at the simplicity of nluun, they
withdrew.—New York Tribune.

GLORY IN THE GRANITE ROUK.

Ella Wheeler Wllco: in Buccess,

A granite rock on the mountain side
Gured on the world and wans uu-ﬂ.d'

It watched the centuries come and g

It welmmed the sunlight and lom the

It :rlqu when the forest was forced to
But -mﬁed when the steoples rome, white
und tall,

below it, and thrilled to hear |
the great town roaring near,

In the valley
The voles o

The law was. bellevad to ba necessary, 1L

or It would not have besn enacted.

enactment
portant

wis

It was
earpestly discussed before passuge, and its
regarded as a very itm-
and efMcaclous reform monsure.
Similnr laws bave received public approval |
In Eogland in the Parliameniary coniesis,
and In cerinin American states. Too much

When the mountaln stream frofn its 1die
Was I':m{uht by the mill wheel, and borne

AWy
And tralned to laboe, Lthe,gray rock mused:
“Tree and verdure and stream nre used
By man, the master, but I remaln
Friend u: the Mountuin, and Star, and

y

»

{

Sep— discontinuance of star chamber sessions. | beeame 5o saturated with the spirft of | fties in the matter of the suppression of | yoney ju wpent tn eleotions. It is & com- Unchanked forevur, by God's decres

Presldent Roosevell's proposition to
aceept an Invitation to ‘go hunting In
Wyoming conditioned on the eviction of
all newspaper reporters from the hunt-
ing ground is hardly fair. It.would be
giving the pewspaper men a hunt for
news nbout the president to which they
aro pot accustomed.

———————

Many years ugo coroners' inguests
ended with the verdiet, “Cawe to his
death for want of breath™ More re-
cently these wverdicts have aseribed
mortality to heart fallure, The latest
verdict of coraners’ juries s “Died
from causes uoknown.” We live o an
age of lutelligent progress.

If the members of the lule legisla-
tures want to pmtect themselves
ngainst delegations from home they
should pass a law prohibiting conven-
tions of state organleations at Liocoln
during legisiative sessions, which en-
able those who wish to attend to travel
to the state capital on balf fare,

SEEE———
The president of the German Relch-

The right to maintaln a blockade of
Venezuelan ports,” pending an adjust-
ment of the prellminaries to arbitration,
has not been questioned. It 15 the privi-
lege of the powers having clalins
ngalinst Venezuela to make the blockade
as effective as possible. But this does
not lnelude the right to selze and de-
stroy Vepesuelan ships of war and to
sbell Venezueln ports under wlose guns
those ships are at anchor.

The course of the Germans in this
matter.would be justiinble only In cuse
of war aud there has been no specific
declaration of war agalnst Venezuela.
Oun the contrary the understanding s
that the powers maintaining the
ade are pot at war with the souihern
republic, but are simply exercising a
recognlzed right for the collectlon of
their clalms. They bave consented to
an amlcable settlement through arbi-
tratlon and their diplomatle representa-
tives are to meot the representative of
Veaesuela In Washington to effect ar
rangements for the arbitration. In such
clreumstances it would seem to be the
clear and pnmistaknble duty of the
powers to avold any aggresalve action
toward Venesuela, except what may be
essential W the malotesance of the
blockade untll arpangements for the ar-
bitration shall bhave been cowpleted.

While the American people feel a
great interest ln this matter, It I8 not
apparent that our government ls called
upon to lnterpose. At any rate it ls not

Jikely o do 0 uniess It should be up-

Publle business should be transucted in
public. That relates as muoeh to com-
mittee meetings as It does to regular
meetings of the bosrd. Btar chamber
sepslons have cost the taxpayers of
Donglas county thousands upon thou-

sands of dollars.
p — —

In proposing to do awany with odd
year elections In order to double
the terms of county officers, the
county commissloners’ assoclition has
nndertaken a larger job than it can
enrry through during the present year.
It will take a constitutional amendmwent
to do away with state and district judl-
clal elections, and that weans the post-
ponement of the scheme to 1005 or 1007,

The exulted ruler of all the Elks is
going sonth. The potential potentate
of all the Bulfaloes will probably go
porth, and the grand Mawmeluke of the
imperious and lmperinl  order Jiastl-
cutuses Is prepariog to tuke a tour
around the world to pay his respects to
all the crowned and uncrowned rulers
of the eurth,

T —
The NHear as & Tall-Twister.

Chicago News.

It is becoming ona of the chief pleasures
of the Russian ministry to drop a warship
iato the Dardapelles and wateh the British
ministry throw & At

Taking & Large Contract.

Baltimore American.
The Dopartment of Agriculture is trying

| 10 8ad seweibleg that will make (as people

| e mob 5

Britleh lostituticns that he soon earned
the sobriguet of “the Tory squire’ which
still clings to him. As the Washington
correspondent of s great New York dally,
Jullan Ralph, who died Tuesday, gulned a
natlonal reputstion for able, Intelligent,
tatr-minded service. Then after a fow
yours of "“Iréa lance™ work he wus sent to
South Afriea by one of the jingo nows-
pupers of London and succeeded in casting
discredit ou the efforta of a lifetime.

No tadve-born Englishman who sccom-
paniéd the Beitish troops equaled this
Ameriean carrespondent In ecstatie devo-
tion to the Britlsh causs and venomous
denuncistion of the Boerw. Mr. Ralph set
out from London to maloiain the thesis
that the Boers were semi-savages with
pone of the [nstitutions of civilization, and
he allowed nothing so inconsequential as
tact to interfere with fhe elaboration of
this theme. Days befofe he was io sight
of the Transvaal or the Free State he was
senfing letters to the Mall describing
minutely the barbarity of Boers be bad
pever seen and acts of savagery that were
never commitied, The British army repre-
sented all that was chivalrous and brave
and noble: the Boers reprosonted all thai
was brutal and degraded and detestable.

Presumably, that was the kind of pews
from South Africa that the Mall desired,
but the writing of It was sorry business
for a reputable newspaper correspondent
to be engaged in. And In the end, when
the truth became commonly known aond
Englishmen geserally had begun to testify
to the valor and courage and honor of the
Boers, Mr. Ralph had wnothing to show for
his worss than wasted opportunities except
the wreck of reputsifon for accuracy and
impartiality. This will remaln xs & warn-.
ing. perhaps, to other brilllant fellows who
are soduced Inlo the balle! that there is
lasting profit in writing down to the pas-
slons and igoorance and supersiitions of

-~

deulling Is amusingly appparent fn the
atnswer of the minister of war to a memo-
rial addressed to him by German students.
Tho latter desired an arrangement by
which duels between officers and studenis
should he fought with the sabre rather
than with the pistol. The minlster of war
says that he recognizes in the attitude of
the students a general desire to avold af-
faire with officers, a wish which, he says,
i¢ reciprocated In the army. The location
of garrisens in universily towns, he points
out, was arranged with tho ohject of glvs
fug students a convenlent opporfunity of
serving thelr year with the colors. On the
whole the relations between the ofcers
of those garrisons and the members of
the universities bave bLeen excellent. He
cannot, e savs, Agree to take part In
any formal regulation of duslling, becausa
“the due! in itself Is forbidden by law
and ls punishable.” He then refers to the
emperor's cabinet orders for the preven-
tlon of quarrels and (he srrangement of
differences (o the army, and adds: “For the
rest, it must be lefi to every one to main-
tain his own hopor, sluce every one s
the representative and guardian of his
honor.” He then goes on Lo pugges! Lhat
courts of honor ought Lo be faatituted for
the sindepts in each university, so as to
co-operate with the military courls of
bonor for the settlement of quarrels. Bo
long as ithe highest autherity plays fast
and loose with the law in this way, duel-
fing will eertainly continue,

A Change for the Better,

Buffale Express.

The decislon of the United Btales wsu-
preme court that six months'. resldence lu
Bouth Duliota doss not give a legal domicile
has the effoct of Invalldating ail Soulh
Daketa divorces obtained by nonresidents.
It pmphasizes aguin the need for uniform

| divorce laws smong the various slates.

'

petitive prodigality sure to become more
and more demoralising uoless some way
be found to cheok it

The direct or Indirect purohase of votos
cannot be stopped entirely by drastic legla.
Istion. - Crime of sll descriptions exists
and perslets, desplie the criminal code.
The portion of the New York election law
now declared void was in line with other
measures designed to socure pure glections, ,

While passing conturies bow to me!"

“Comrade of Huullln.lll,
By all deserted—how sa my e

Then, all unwirned, wllh " milhty shock,
Down l'mrn the mountuin was wrenched the

rock.,
Brulssd and battered and broken In hnari.
1t was canrried away to @ common
Wrocked und guined m pvuu-h und

o? nur t'lim frlem'l -

and it i regretiable that it is oot ocom.
In order to revive the law it/
will be necoesuity to amend the constitu-
In many of ths modern cnnnulu-l

stitutional,

tica.
tions the oath of ofes proscribed |s In-

tended to restraln officlals from spending |

1w, -t
A Areaming sculptor, Iy pasaing
Gazed op the granite wit thou;hlful ey
'r'mn uilrml with & purpose, supreme and

He lnldr- {a dream in the roek -~
{And lo! from the broken g shapele:
mons, -

money corruplly in securing appolvtment | LN Erieved and doubted, it eame to pas:

or election.
-

That a glorlove rlatue, of InAnite worth-
A statue of LINCOLN—adornod the enrth

| —]

Brownie

#

W Right Here .

This 15 the house of fine clothing and clothing at
room for our apring involces compels us to have extra space aod o gel i1 i
We are compalled (o offer some extira reductions to sell quickly. Therefors, |
broken lines of sulis, overcoats and odd sizes and exire trousers—in fael our
whole stock teems with speclal inducaments sud you can make a big saviog
in pearly every kind of men's spparel. Now Js the vargaln wesson,

No Clothing Fits Like Ours.

olose cosl. Making

wning (g - @




