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Unlegs the leemen cut some more lce
this winter, they will cut some lce next
summer,

—

The Omaha atmosphere does not seem

to agree with Unlon Paclfic strike
breakers.

Bouth Carolipa Is evidently another
state that made a serlpus mistake in its
cholee of & man for lleutenant governor.

Ex-Boss Oroker should bave gone Into
the chicken business sooner. He might
have had roosters crowing for him oft-
ener.

The senate has passed one bill to cre-
ate a department of comm=rce and the
house another, A leglslative merger of
the two propositions will be the next
siep.

is there nobody In Nebraska competent
to instruct the legislature in its duties?
Are our lawmakers obliged to look to
Jowa for & guide, philosopher gnd
friend?

. - —— —— —— -

The fuel shortage is just now the
most serious disturbing element to trade
and Industry. It takesa coal to make the
wheels go round and dearth of motive
power is the same as putting on bfakes
from other directions.

e
John N. Baldwin lives In Towa. If he
lUved ln Nebraska and was compelled to
pay taxes on his own property for the
benefit of the rallroads he would not
be 8o positive about the rallroads pay-
ing ali the taxes they ought to pay.

—_—

The deelsion in the Northern Securi-
ties case Is being eagerly awaited by
severnl trust propagators, either to in-
form them thess are no legal obstacles
in the way, of thelr merger schemes or
to point the way to get around them.

— —

Why ecan't the legislature provide a
sultable mapsion for John N. Baldwin
at the state capital where he can dis-
pense the lavish raliroad hospitality and
run.a legislative kindergarten for the
edification and inetruction of juvenile

Inwmakers?
s —

The French sclentist who thinks he
btk discovered the volcano germ should
proceed at once to get a cormer on his
find, A complete assortment of voleano
germs always In supply would come in
bandy and command big prices for varl-
ous strenuous oceaslons,

y ——— —— —— 4

Omahna's growing !mportance as a
shoo market Is gratifying. When we
are able to tan the hides takem cic the
animals slaughtered by our packing
housgs and convert the leather into fin-
fshed product right here, Omaha will
take frout rank in the shoe market
tables,

s e !

The Minnesota legislature s consid-
ering a resolution ecalling for an Inves-
tigation lnto the extent and result of
Jdhe use of free railway passes in that
state by public officinls and private eiti-
gens. An investigation along similar
lines In this state might confirm some
suspiclons genernlly entertained by the
puble,

S —— .

The solicitude of the rallroad lobby-
Ysts for the Interests of the far western
countles in the pretended distribution
of terminal values for taxation along
the whole mileage Is really pathetle.
Put it down that the rallroads would
pot cure a gap where thelr property was
tuxed If it made no difference to thelr
own pocketbooks.

—

The Nebrasks Independent salotes the
Unitedd States senate as “the most in-
famous gang of scoundrels that ever
got together as a legislative body any-
wWhery on this earth,” sod it makes no
cxeention o fuvor of any of the demo-
crats or so-called siiver republicans put
there by popullst votes. It would be in-
teresting to see what the Independent
wonld do If oue of the fusion reformers
should be selected to head the demo-pop

Tthat the Nebraska penltentiary

Nebruskn Jegiciature is axpected to grap
ple 1s the question of maklng the penl
tentinry sdifsugtalning without creating
rulnous competition to free labor. 1In
the effort to solve this problem the Ne
braska leglslature f8 by 0o means an
exception. Other western legisiatures,
notably those of Wisconsin and Illinois,
are confronted by the same question.

A bill Introdueed in the Hlinois leglsla.

ture provides that the penltentiary con-
viets shull be set at work at’ the manu-
facture of articles needad at the state
institutions, whose officers are to be for
bidden to buy In the open market when
they can be supplied from the prisom,
The bill nlso provides that county Insil-
tutions will be allowed apd expectefl to
huy ]rri!un-mdé goods, The theory of
the bill 1s that Httle machinery or mo-
tive power shall be used In the prison
industries, but that hand and foot power
may be used to the utmost. Under such
conditions the output will be curtalled
and limited to artigles which state In-
stitutions are most in need of.
Guvernor Lafollette of Wiscdnsin de-
clares 1u his message that while It ls
essentinl for the welfare of convicis
that they shall be employed, it is equally
Iinportant  that they shall be employed
In souie Hne of industry which will en-
able thes to earn a livellhood in that
lins of industry when discharged from
the prison. In other words, peniten-
tinrles are not presumed merely to be
penal lpstitutions, but also reformatories
and  compulsory mechanieal training
schools whereln eriminal and wiclous
classes are taught how to earn a live-
likood hy honest toil.
Here Is where the line is drawn be-
tween contract conviet labor and state
conviet Inbor. Under the contract sys-
tem the aim and object I1s to get Lhe
Iargest amonnt of labor out of the man
regardless of Its eTect upon his physical
or moral condition. The contract wmbor
taskmaster becomes In reality the sluve
driver. When convicts are <mployed
divectly by the state the products of
convict Imbor will cost more, but the
convicts will be dealt with more lenl-
ently and with a view to thelr future
reclamation a8 law ablding and useful
meniliers of soclety.

The experlivent to supply the state In.
stitutions with clothing, boots and shoes,
and hoasehold sriiclen of necesaity Is
worth trying, but its success will depend
largely. If not wlelly. upon the capacity
and strict  Integrity of the officers
charged with the supervislon eof penal
reformatories.~ We apprehend, however,
will
never become self-sustalning until con-
vieta are classified and the dangerous
eriminals ars geparated from those con-
vieted for mwinor crimes, whose careers
give promise of reform.

For the latter class a reformatory de-
voted to farming and cattle raising
would lhold out the surest promlse of
self-support. Buch farm reformatories
are about to be established W several of
the southern states. A penal farm would
erable convicta not énly to feed and
cli the themnselves, but also to ralse a
smiplus of grain, wheat and live stock
to pay the cost of supervision, guarding
and houslng. Graln and cattle ralsed
on the penal farm would, moreover, not
come in competition with free labor,
since the price of these commodities s
estoblighed In the world’s markets and
the surplus ralsed op penal farms would
be an Infinitesimal part of the world's
supplies of food producta,

Cr———

THE JENKINS RESOLUTION.
Washington advices Indicate that the
resolution Introduced by Representative
Jenkins, directing the judiciary commit-
tee of the house, of which he Is chair-
man, to Investigate apd report regarding
the power of congress to tnke possession
of coal mines and coal transporting rail-
roads, 18 not likely to be acted upon. Its
nuthor, however, Is very serious In the
matter, He bas sald that he firmly be-
Vleves conditions warramt just such ac-
tion ms the resolution contemplates and
also that the power of congross ls am-
ple provided conditions are strong
enough to warrmot action.

“This resolution, if acted upon," sald
Mr. Jenkins, “will develop the power of
congress and It will enable us to know
once and for all, what can be done
when a monopoly undertakes to with-
hold from the people what they must
have to save life. The time Is rapldly
appronching when the people will wunt
to know whether this government Is to
be run by them or by the monopolles,”
The radleal nature of the resolution s
generally recogmized and surprise \has
been expressed that it should have been
fatroduced by a man who has been re-
garded as particilarly conservative re-
sgpecting the power of congress to deal
with monopoly. But there is nothing
aseerted In the resolution. It proposes
simply that the judiclary committes of
the bouse shall muake an Investigation
with a view to determining whether or
not congress has certain power. That 18
a question in which the American peo-
ple are very greatly Interested. There
are many who believe that the antl-
trust law of 1800 exhausted the power
of congress in regard to the trusts and
that nothing more can be done without
an amendment to the constitution. Oth.
ers, among them the nitorney general of
the United States, hold that the power
of congress to deal with monopolistie
combinations has not been exhausted by
existing statutes, The purpose of the
Jenking resolotion Is pothing more than
that of obtaining =an opinion as to
whether or not congress has the power,
under such conditions as now exist, to
step In for the rellef and protection of
the people against manopoly.

Wo can concelve o no valld reason
why such an Investigation should pot be
made, while there are stroug reasons in
favor of making it. The people of this
country would like to have the oplaion
of the able lawyers of the house judie
lary committes In this matter and op-

presidential ticket of the next year.

portunity should be given to obtaln that
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opinion, formed after careful investign
tlon and defiberation. If It be declded
that congress has pnt the power to pro-
tect the people oven agaipst monopoly
In the necessaries of life, then the peo-
ple can Intelligently consider the gues-
tion of conferring the necessary power
through constitutional amendment.

]
SITCATION SHOCLD INPROVA

While the removal of the duty on coal
may not very materinlly Incrense its -
portation, It Is reasouably expected that
this action of congress will have the
offect to Improve the situntion. This 1s
looked for especially In New England,
owing to imity to the Nova Beotia
coalbeds, ugh the supply to be ob-
talned from that source at present may
not be as large as anticipated. Indeed,
it is sald that Nova Beotla I now send
Ing all the coal it can spare to this
country, However, to whatever extent
New Bugland may be relleved from this
source will relieve the strain on the
American coalbeds from which in ordl-
nary thmes it draws fts supply and
thus there will be left more of a margin
of supply for other sections of the coun-
try.
A great denl more =oal ls exported
from the United States than ls lmported.
The chalrman of the ways and means
committee of the house of representa-
tives stated that the imports of coal
into the United States during the past
two years were 2,000,000 tons per year,
a large portion of which eame from the
British North American possessions,
while we have been exporting Into Can-
adn and Into the other Britlsh posses-
slons some 0,000,000 tons a year. Ie
rlso stated that they are feeling the
scarcity of eoal in the possessions north
of nsgthat similar conditions, though
not to a degree of famine obtaln there,
so that no very large supply of conl is
to be looked for from that source. The
bulk of importations will probably be
from the United Kingdom, but it is not
possible to say how much ean be speed.
fly secured from that source. During
Inst year there was Ilmported from the
United Kingdom about 1,000,000 tons of
conl and there Is now a conslderable
tonnage afloat or under orders for early
shipment. It Iz assumed that the re-
moval of the duty will stimulate the ex-
ports of British coal to this country and
such will possibly be the case, though
it I8 easy to overestimate the effect of
the free coal legisiation on British ex-
ports,
At all events, there appears to be guod
reason for belleving that the country
has LAd its severest experience from
conl famine and that conditions will
steadily Improve unless, Indeed, some
fresh trouble should arise between op-
erators and miners. This Is not appre-
hended, though the bituminous miners,
who hold a conventlon this week, are
talking of making a demand for a con-

| glderable advance In wages, which if

done may cause & fresh disturbance in
the Industry. Moreover, the anthracite
trouble is not fully settled and there is
no telling what may yet happen before
a final adjustment is effected. However,
taking all eircumstances luto considera-
tlon, it seems that the coal situation
must change for the better, though it
will be some time before normal condl
tlons are restored.
——

A blll for compulsory contributions to
defray the expense of an annusl cab-
buge and pumpkin show In Douglas
county has been Introduced by request,
The bill requires the county commission-
ers to levy a special tax equal to 3 cents
per capita for every man, woman and
child fn the county, to be disbursed by
the close corporation whose managers
are the chief beneficinries of this fund.
In other words, the taxpayers of the
clty of Omaha are to confribute a frac-
tlon over $£3,000, the taxpayers of
South Owmaha about 760 and the tax-
payers In the country precincts $840
toward defraying the expenses of hold-
Ing an annual poultry and vegetable
show which bus long slnce outlived its
usefulness. ’

—

The most significant feature of the
sonatorial contest in Illinols was the
adoption by the lowegr house of a resolu-
tlon to exact from OCongressman Hop-
kins, the républican caucus candidate
for. United States senator, the pledge
tha* he will support in the United States
senate any constitutional amendment
prosiding for election of United States
senators by direct vote of the péople.
Whether the new senator will keep that
pledge tlme alone will tell, In politics
8% In medicine there Is a great dfference
between efore taking and after taking.

Passengers on board the unlucky
ocenn liner Bt. Louls relieved their dis-
gust over the delay in thelr transit by
ndopting resolutions of censure on the
negligent owners for allowing the ves
sel 1o sall In unseaworthy condition, If
they will let it go at that, without in-
stituting sults for damages, the respon-
sihle owners will be glad to call It
square.

EE———

The quesfion ls whether If the num-
ber of supreme court commissioners be
left to the judges of the supreme court,
the judges would evér have the heart to
et auy of them off. Tha public officer
who voluntarily reduces the number of
hils own assistants is a rarity.

The demoeratic Chleago Chronicle has
declared Mr. Roosevelt an ignominlous
fullure as a president. It does pot put
the question to a vote, however, for the
popular verdliet would be overwhelning
for keeplug him o the president’s chalr

over any democryt that might be named,
N ————

Haxing secured the polite assurance
of all the leading coal dealers of Omaha
that they are not Im gpny combine to
tnlse prices, the local ratic organ
has called its trust-smashing eampalgn
off.

b __ ____
Th» loformation that half the old mas-
ters purchased in Europe by American
art collectors are spurious is nothing

new. Barnum’e saying that the people
like to be humbugged was never better
exemplited than by the eagerness of
rich Americana pretending to bé  art
connolsseurs to be taken in for fabulous
stims with all sortz of canvas-backed
fakes,

Gilve Imagination a Nest,
Detrsit Free Press
London has plenty of coal, but there is
no Amerlean olty in which the unemployed
are marching by the thousand In proces-
slons, Our troubles are not so perious s
we think

An Adjustable Assampilon,

8t Louls (Hobe-Democrat
Followers of the pretender are whipping
the imperinl forces of the sulian of Mo-
rocco. This will at least establieh the di-
vine right to pretend.

Loyal 1o Home Indasiry.
Buffalo Express.

Governor Murphy insists thal there are
no trusts organized under the laws of New
Jersey. The trusts are shamelosa corpo-
rations that pay thelr franchise fee into
the treasury of soma other state.

Trend of Sentiment,

Chicago News.

When an eminent democratic leader fa-
vors public ownershlp projecis and a re-
publican congressional leader wants mines
and rallways selzed what ls the politician
who aspires to figure as a radical going to
do next year? J

Sizing Up the Bunch,

Loulsville Courler-Journal

The mombers of the Missouri legislature
are to have 220 clerks at $3.60. Why not
try the experiment of discharging the leg-
inlators and turning the businesa over to
the clerks? For $8.50 a day It ought to be
possible to get a hetter body of men than
the average leglmlature,

St, Lounls Boodlers Outdone,

8t, Louls Republle.

Castro should come to the United States,
Heo would make a good "legislative agent."
When Minister Bowen was broke the danc-
Ing presldent suminoned several rich mer-
chants and commanded them to produce
$5,000 to send Bowen to Washington., B8t
Louis boodlers wouldn't fare well in Venez-
uels. They would be ““held up.”

S5illy Clalms of Democrats,

Bt. Louls Globe-Demoorat.

In Presldent Rooseveli's last message,
rend In congress December 2, In Lthe follow-
ing passage: “‘In my judgment, the tariff
on anthracite coal should be removed aad
anthracite put actually, where it now fIs
nominally, on the free list. This would
have no effect at all save In crises, but In
erises it might be of eervice to the people.”*
And yet there are silly democrats celebrat-
ing the suspension of the duty on coal, to
meet an emergency, A& a party triumph
over protection.

AMERICAN CORN ABROAD.

The King of Cercnls a Popular Mon-
nrch Across the Pond.

Chicago Tribune.

In the December report of the Treasury
departmuent bureau of sintistics covering
exports of domestfc breadstuffs and provl-
slone for the month of December, a show-
ing is made which Is well calculated to
{llustrate one of the principal directions
In which the 2,600,000,000-bushel eorn erop
of 1902 moved. Exports for that month
aggregate 8,800,000 phnhel-, a8 compared
with & movement of 1,216,000 bushels the
corresponding momth in 1001. The wvalue
of this enormouk fuantity of corn exported
increased from §R48.000 in 1901 to $4,780,600
in 1902. Ons significapt fact is that during
the month of December only sl'ghtly over
85,000 barrels of cornmeal were exported,
as compared with 20,800 barrela a year ago.

Thess figures (llustrate an enormous for-
olgn consumpilon of American corn and to
a certaln extent may be construed as mak-
ing good the claims made for many yoars
in behalf of the ceresl as a foodstuff, While
there are no figures at hand to show the
countries In which this corn was consumed
after it reached the other side, it Ils con-
sldered altogether likoly that large guanti-
ties were used In countries where malze Is
already the principal agricultural product,
The argument is that the merita of Amer-
lcan corn, as propagated by ““Corn Mur-
phy,” are becoping appreciated in foroign
countries, Exports ever since the begin-
filng of the present year have heen on al-
most an unprecedented seale. For the Iast
two months nearly 2,000,000 bushels have
been exported weokly.*®

Exports of wheat, on the other hand.
were only 7541000 bushels during Decem-
ber, 1802, whereas In the same month last
year considerably over 10,000,000 bushels
went to Bufope. Evidently a desimble aad
jnoxpensive breadstuff s finding its way
into forelgn copsumption. Corn is Lhe one
grain of which the United States has an
sbundant supply. and the American growers
will doubtless be pleased that It should find
tavor with Buropeans. The movement is
in every way to the advantage of the man
who grows the corn.

AFRICANS IN THE COAL PILE.

—_—

Minpeapolla Journal: At Bolten, a
suburb of Chicago, 2,500 cars of coal were
standing on the track when the present In-
vestigation In the coal situation began,
Sinee then that conl has been fading away
at the rate of 500 cars & day. The mag-
nates still have a little fear of the govern-
ment.

Cinclnnatl Eagulrer: Btrange, fsn't It
that the coml-carrying roads, which ware
now olalining thiat they have nelther loco-
motives, cars por other equipments ade-
quate to move coal from the mines to
even nearhy polunis, where suffering hu-
manity -is on (he rasor-edge of freozing,
sot forth in detall how ample they werd
in ihelr last annual report? And stranger
still, they have falled to publish anything
about thelr wholesale destruciion during
the past five or six months,

Minneapolls Times: In Toledo, O., steal-
ing ¢oal has bhegn made o venial sin, and
the workhouse superintendent has been
ordered by his superfors not to confine, or
recéive, amy eriminals adjudged as such
through baving been proved gullty of
stealing eoul. Of course this is a terrible
stote of affalrs, becuse coal |2 property
and the theft thereof should be punishable
in & civillzed community, The matter is
mentfoped to aecent the crucial sltuation
in regard to the legisistops, in whom they
placed trust, prefer to take medsures tor
rollef inte thelr own hends when the fuel
wupply, and the tendency of the public te
months of mouthing to days of doing.

Cleveland Plain Dealer: The anslogy be-
tween this state of affalrs In the coal buel-
noss and & familiar condition in the sale
of thegter tlokets In New York has struck
a good many people, and they are won-
dering whether the explanation can thus be
found. When there is & groat demand for
ticketa expecteff thoe house s “'sold out”
before the office opens, except & fow un-
desirable seats. The intending purchaser
turns away disappointed, but finds tickets
are to be had from speculators cutside at
an sdvauce of a dollar or two, When all
the seats have been sold in this way at »
siiff premium the speculators and tbe box
office divide the premium and each makes
& good thing, Will the independent op-
erators and the rallroad operstors “divide
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BITS OF WASHINGTON LIFE,

Minor Scepnes and Ineldenta Sketehed
on the Spot,

There Is much llnees, an well ax wonarl-
neas And vexatlon of spirit, among mem-
bers of congress this winter. Ono day last
weéek while Senator Nelson of Minnesota
was sxpounding Nis views on the omuibus
statehood hill one of tha two senators who
remalned In the chamber dropped (Mo a
pitiful sleep and occasionally punctuated
the senator's remarks with wlerd snorta
One of the exolamationn awakened the
sleepar, "Excuse me," sald Senntor Nelson,
“for disturbing your rest.” Among the ab-
sentecs on account of sicknes Is Eenator
Money of Miesiesippl, who s reporied seri-
ously 1ll. Senntor Carmack of Tennessce
has & bad eye, which has kopt him st home
nad prevented him from reading for two
or three months. Senator Pritehard of
North Carolina haa been In the hospital
several weoeks after a severe surgleal op-
eration. Senator Hawley has been (1l In
his apartments in Washington for months
All ot tht:le. except Senntor Hawley, are
young men, The velerans of the senate,

comprising a score of old men well around

70, were never In better health, more friaky
or better able to taks up the srduous work
which most of them have In a short sesalon
of the senate,

Senalor George C. Perkine of California
has some unusual Ideas regarding the elec-
tion of United States senators and on ae-
count of these he refused to 1llsten to the
nppeals of his friends to go to California
during the recent senntorinl fight there.

"1 regard the members of the legisla-
ture,” wald he, "“an the jury of the peopls,
8o far ns the election of senators is con-
cerned, Before the election of the legisla-
ture I made a campalgn which extended the
length antl breadth of my state. I told the
poople that T was a candidate for re-elec-
tion and T made my promises to tham, They
clected a republican leglsinture and by so
dolng made thal leglslature their jury.
When opposition appeared to my re-olacs
tion my friends urged me to lenve Wanh-
ington and personally conduct my case be.
forg the legialature, but I do not think it
Is right for senators to try to influence the
action of legislatures, so I remalned in
Washington. In other words, 1 refused to
tamper with the jury.”

“There are times," said Representative
Melville R. Bull as he paused in the dicta-
tion of letters and looked around for some
one to talk to, “when T wonder if Job had
more trials than does a member of con-
‘rﬂ!-"

Mr, Bull then read from a letter written
him by a constituent, The writer sald he
understood that the government is paying
A bounty of $1,000 to every man who is the
father of ten or more children. As he was
the parent of an even dozen he wanted Mr,
Bull to burry the wheels of the govern-
ment machine and rush his money to him.

“That letter may appear very funny to
some,”” sald Mr. Bull, “but it n&aminl no
humor so far rs I am concerned, Of course
I shall have to write to this man and tell
him that there is no such law and then:
swoslen matters a little by congratulating
him on his success In rearing such & large
family. But that letter won't satisfy him
and so 1 shall have a political enomy as
long na I am in publie Jife. That Is why
sometimes 1 llken a consclentlous congreas-
man to patient old Job'

The consclence of spome one living at
Bealeton, Va., has been troubling him to
the extent of 12 cents, with the result that
the division of publiec moneys of the Treas-
ury department has credited that amount
to the consclence fund of the treasury.

An envelopn postmarked Bealeton, Va.,
and dddressed to “The Treasury,” turned
up in Sacretary Bhaw's mall & fow days
ago, When opened it was found te contain
six 2-cent stampe and a sheet paper,
upon which - was written: “Money reo-
turned for misused stamps by One Whe
Will Never Do It Again.”

No statoment s made as to bow the
stamps were misused, but often such con-
tributions turn up with the confession that
the contributor has takem stamps off en-
velopes recelved and used them aenin, 1t
pometimes occurs that the canceling ma-
chines does not sirike the stamp, and it
goes through the malls as good as If un-
used.

It was with qulet chuckles that mem-
bers of the house grosted thelr colleagues
In the upper chamber one day last week,
relates the New York Tribune, and an ex-
pro=sion of unutterable sadness overshad-
owed the countenance of every senatof.
The benlgnity which usually characterizes
the fice of the genial senator from Masaa-
chusetits has given place to deepest gloom,
snd the temperature of the senate commit-
tee on judiclary Is not far from zero,

By mutual agreement the senate lald the
statehood bill over and took up the eal-
endar. In the course of the afternoon
“senate till 4,008, an act to redivide the
District of Alaska iuto three recording and
judicial divisionn,” wna called up, was
passed over and Iater taken up again at the
request of Senator Hoar. The senator
then moved to amend the enacting cluuse
#o as to make the measure operative be-
ginning with June 18, 1902, and the bill was
poassad. It was discovered that this bill
was passed by both bhouse and senate at
the last session of congress and 4ld take
effect on June 18, 1902, since which date
it has bhen a statute of the United States.

The friends of S8enator Hoar ascriba the
errar to the fact that he ls worm out with
the fatlgue of drafting his anti-trust meas.
ure and.say the mistake was only natural
under the eclrcumstances. Mer§wers of the
bouse, however, recall the fact that Mr,
Hoar once introduced a bill appropriating
$100,000 tor the purpose of surveying a
rallroad from Werangel ‘o Bitka, between
which polnts there He 200 miles of the Pa-
oifie opean, and suggest that the venerable
senator was merely trying to satisfy tho
importunnte Alsskans, who are besieging
congress for leglslation by re-enacting pre-
vious laws. Parllamentsry errors are some-
times made In the honse and are referred
to by the sepators a# “vatural in the lower
ohamber," but that the dignified senate
should commit sueh a bBlunder s past com-
prehension,

THE PRESIDENTIAL HANDSHAKE,

0ld Neliable Way of Heoping in
Touch with the People.
('lln‘al(’ News

Considering all that ha. been sald agaiost
the unreasonablencss of the custom of hold-
Ing handshaking levpes, the White House
receptions offer a truly remarkable evidenes
of the vitality of cerialn very primitive
customs. The people of this country like
the ldea that their president should remain
lHterally 1o touch with them, that he should
e democratic and accessible. For maoy of
them the handshake remalns an outward
and visible sign that the president in really
one of them—a citlzon temporarily clothed
by his fellow cltizens with the peower to
act an thelr politiceal chief. As hrndshaking
is the sommon custom among friends and
oquals, therefore shaking the president's
hand ranks him s & friend and equal. Yet
this same custom, which is universally re-
gurded ax democratie, had its origin In the
observance which was primarily just the
reverse, The origing handshake was prob-
ably elther & wign of surrender aod subs
jection or of abasement. Oue theory holds
that the extending of the hand, palm open.
was originally meant to convey aun assur-

on the stalrs” sfter (e game is over?

ance that the owner of the basnd bhad no

a matter of fact, the bandshake seoms to
bhave had quite another origin.
Europe the knecling nort placed his joined
hands betwogn those of his ove~lord as n
nign of submission Among many priml.
tive tribes, African and Chlnese, the hands
are extanded 1a token of & willingness to
bave them bound

to kiss the other's hand ag a token of In-
feriority, the alterpate pulling and wiih.
drawing of the clasped hands fAnally lead.
ing to the regular and rhythmical “shake.™
The cerembouia? betweenh the poople amd the

president |s & curlous survival of primitive |

man. Afs a matter of fact, doos miscel-
Inteous hondshaking on this scale have any
meaniong ?

TIPS FOR THE LEGISLATURE,
p—

Beaver City Times-Tribune:
legislature:
the bill

Wood River Interests: Now that the
prople have honored the republioans with
the legislative franchise and given them a
good working majority, it behooves the
reprosentalives of (that party (o sea Lo (L
that good sense and hopesty gulde the de-
liberationy of that body and that all monkey
business be ecut out, It I8 ~ne thing to
bave the esteom of the public and another
thing to keep (t.

Fremont Tribune: Representative Rab-
erts has introduced a measure in the house
giving to municipalitiea jurisdicilon over
public highwaya within a given radius of
the olty Hmits. This Is one backed by the
Nebraska Association of County Super-
visors. It i» & mensure of much merit and

To the
In case of doubt, don't pass

would prove of preat benefit to thousands |

of people, giving them better roads over
which to markst thelr produce,

Hlldrege Citlzen: The normal school
question Is bound to oecupy conslderable at.
tention from the legislnture. The people
in the southeastern part of the state are
putting up such a fight to rotain the
Normal at Peru that It very llkely will be
retalned thera, 1t looks guite doubtful, in
view of the conditions of the state finances
ut present, If a legislature can be Induced
to establish new normal schools, Still it
{e cortain that a normal school is greatly
noeded In this part of the state.

Wahoo Wasp: In a brief interview with
Govarnor Mickey thia week the Wasp editor
Is pleased to stnte that a decldedly good
opinion waa formed of Nebraska's nowly
Installed governor. He is honest and frank,
with a single deslre to do what s best for
the people of Nelraska. Goverbor Mickey
is a palustaking, eareful man, and we do
not belleve he will make any serious mis-
takes, and we certhlnly hope he will not.
The people of Nebpaska can look for a
good, clean administration for the noxt two
yours,

Hastings Tribune: Nebraska can get out
of her present fpancinl muddle most
quickly sod easlly by reforming that por-
tlon of her revenue lawas referring o as-
sessment of property. There s no good
reason for keeping the wvaluation so very
low and the raile exiromely high, Theore are
just so much taxes to pay annd the people
may as well pay them at a falr valuation
as on the present plan of assessmont. The
low valuation now prevalling is an indlea-
tlon that everybody is suspiclous of every-
body elaso and wants his asgessment made
a8 small as posalble for fear somebody else
will have a lighter assessment. Lot the
state got down Lo business, make all prop-
erty pay its share and stop this monkey
work.

Madison Chroniele: It Is now up to the
leginlature of this state to do something
tangible In the way of correcting abuses
in the revenue laws. Governor Mickey has
called attent!'sn to the deplorable condl-
tions e¢xisting In the assessment and col-
leeting of taxes. Indesd, matters are In
puch shape that to ignore them would be
worse than coriminal, The Omaha Beo has
effectuilly exposed the evils that have long
existed In rallroad asscssments and to fall
to provide a remedy Is to lend colon lo the
chargo that the raliroads dominate our law
making body. However, as plainly pointed
out In the moessage, there Is room for Im-
provement in many respecls, and the rall-
roads are not the only ones who should feel
the welght of roform leglslation. They
should be made to bear their share of the
burden, but justice demands the same rigid
rule should apply to all others,

Friend Telegraph: The fusion members
of the legislature have already prepared to
place the solld republican majority on
rocord on many points. While republicans
do pet shirk thelr plain duty lo any puar-
tieulars, yot the voters of the state will
boid them and the republican party to &
siriot account for every unwholesome law,
for every case of Jobbery, for every surplus
officer that succeeds In running the legia-
lative gauntlet this winter., There posalbly
never has beét a time in the history of
the state when extreme vigilance was so
necessary as it ia this winter. Already the
state |8 burdened with superfluous ofMcers,
while in the lobby of both the house and
sennte place hunters jostle one anoher ia
thelr anxlety for positions which oarry
swag of some kind with them. The idea hos
in some manner gotten out that the stite
of Nebraska is a fat goose, to be plucked
every two years and every day that inter-
venes. The neceseily for a complete vigil-
ance on Lthe part of every member is, If
possible, greater than it has ever been.
The republican party Is in complete power
in both branches of our legiklative halls at
Lincoin and If we would retain that power
we must demonstrate to the people that
we are not only ocompetent hut honest

thought of drawing or using & weapon M,

In foudal |

The most Ingenlous ex- |

planation to the handshake s that of
Herbert Spencer, who notes that among '
polite Arabn cuntom dictated that when
two men mot each should affect o dsire

PERSONAL NOTES,
Ohio I8 always setling the pace.
| 1ta courts has just decided
coal Is mot & erime
Hom, David H. Hul
record as helig appos

Onas of
that stealing
hna put himeell on

1 1o lending Bis face
for adienment of clgar

Wwertisements, ofs
With congross and  forty leghalatures
working on the trust problem, it Is probas
ble that we will seon Wnow whe |8 raanine
the ensuntry
Bonator Jones of Arkaosas |8 pushing &
bill to probibit Judesing conteats, Sonator
Jones has never hit the bull's oye once, and

he I8 tired of trying

Capiain Frapels Marion Bchell, the fae
mous scout and plainsman, has Just ded
He took the firwt wagon train to Callfornia
In the gold excltemont of 18546

Alfred A. Howlett, a millloniire banker

of Byracusy, N, Y., has planned & unique
party for his elghiy-sccond birthday, Fob.
ruary 17. The guosts are to be 125 widows
Not A man mor an old mald will be Invited,
The musicisns will be women and he wil)
be the only man ih the whole place.

John Whittler, n Lowell weaver, Is & con-
slstont ndvoente of physieal culture, He
walks {wenty-four milea each day between
the factory snd his bhome In Littleton, Be-
tween the dally Journeys an foot Whittler
spends ten hours before a loom In & Lowoll
sueponder factory. He s & small ' man,
nbout 40 years old, and s all muscle and
grit.

Jerry Blmpson, for yeams representative
In the nntlonal legialature of a Kansas dis-
trict, Is In Kansas Clty In attendance at
the slockmen's conaventlon, Jerry has
nothing of & soekless appesranes about him
nowadays, On the comtrary, Lo ia about
the best dressed man at thoe convention.
In fact, he might almost be sot down an »
ladien’ man, He s prospering In his New
Mexico home and 1s a strong advoeate of
stntehood for that territory.

People who are perplexed as to the
whersabouts of all the coal mined Inst sum
mer can obtaln eye-openers by looking
around. Ten thousund tons of hard coal
and a small mountain of wsoft coml were
found in Milwaukee, Over 2,000 earn of conl
are stored in one rallroad yard in Chicago.
Half that number are hold for a riss at
Peoria, I11. At Terre Haute, Ind., 240 cars
of coal are sidetracked, while people In
surrounding towns sre shivering for fuel,
and in Jersey City 280 londed cars awalt
the highent bidder.

A Washingtou newspaper man bas—or
had--a habit of dropping a roll of bills at
the foet of & person with whom he Is talk-
ing and then pretending to find” the mouey.
He tried It on Congressman Taylor the
other day and the Ohlo man  promptly
clalmed the roll, sayiug he had Just lost
about that amount. Tho reporter pleaded
that It was a Joke, but Tavier would not
have It that way until on accldentally pnt-
ting his hand In an outside overcont pockot
he found his money. The newspaper man
has given up practical jokes.

LAUGHING REMARKS,

o f'“ & cold supper when 1 woent home
tonight and you bet I kicked about 1.

“Did that do any good ™"

HWell, my wife made It warm for me." —
Chicago Tribune.

Somehow or other, a4 man with long
whiskers akipping around on skates always
looks llke an anomaly,—Somerville Jaurnal.

Tom—Do you notice any difference 'In
your sister te #lnce her engagement?

Dick-~Oh, yes, Bhe seldom woesrs o glove
on her left hand now, and her hack halr
dlways wanta attentlon from that hand.—
Boston Trauscript.

He—You wimen are forever discussing
the bad polnts of your neighbors. If you
were (0 gossip nbout thelr good points 1t
would be more edifying.

Bhe—Ierha . but who would listen to
us?—Fhiladelphla Press,

"“Do you know why all the world loves a
lover?'

.{:l that a conundrum?"

“"Well, what's the answer?"

“Hecause he makes swuch & blooming fool
of himself and the world llkes to laugh.''—
Brooklyn Eagle.

“Does your husband suffer much from
his neurslgin?"”

““Yes; but not hnlf as much ns the resg
of us Jo."—-ln-unu Freo Press,

“1 moe Sbanson Is nasessed twice as much
on his personal property a8 he was last
yeur,"

“Yes! the assessor found out he was the
only man lving in the block that pald any-
thing for having the street sprinkled last
summer, and he socked it to him."”"—Chilcago
Tribune.

“One result of my researchos,” sald tha
archacologist, “Ia u sense of surprise that
Pompell should not havo forseen Its fate.'

“Oh! I don't know,"” remarked the trifling
idlot, “you couldn’t expect Pompell to look
ahend consldering where both (ts 'T's’ were,
—Philadelphla Press,

Dusty—How did yer come ter git in jonll
fer six monthe?

Rusty--1 wns very, very I, and de doetor
gave me up.—Detroit Free Prosae.

BLOW, BLOW, THOU WINTER WIND,

Bhakesponre,

Blow, blow, thou winter wind;
Thou art not ao unkind

As man's Ingriftitude;
Thy tooth Is not s0 Keen,
Bocause thou art not seen,

Although thy preath be pude.
Helgh h;:!n ing helgh ho! unta the green

olly:

Most frl«-mrus:lp Is fulgning, most loving
maere folly.

Then helgh ho, the holly!

This lUfe s most Jolly,

Freese, freeze, thou bitter sky,
That does not bite so nigh

An benefits forgot;

Though thou the waters warp,
Thy sung is not so .hur?

An friends remembored not.
Helgh ho! Hing helgh ho! unto the green
Fally:

Most fricadship |8 feigning, most loving
mere folly. -
Then helgh ho, the holly!

enough to hold down the job.
—

This life 1s maoat jolly.

Just a single dose, when the
sufficient.

consumption.

pasd. T8 e

wodichie for

Boys don't care. They only think of today, It's the parents

who must watch and worry. They know what exposure to the

wet and cold means — tender throats, sore lungs, hard coughs,
That's why so many homes keep on hand '

Ayer’s Cnerry Pectoral

Your own doctor will explain why this medicine is |
so good for coughs of all kinds, for bronchitis, and even for

Theos slzes 1 18c., M., 5.0,

the childron ﬁn:‘:m%rlﬂ:‘n" koep Ayer's Uherry Fécioral on

cold first comes on, is often

4. €. AYER CO., Loweil, Mass.
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