King Leopold II of

KING LEOPOLD II OF BELGIUM.
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RUSSELS, Jan, 7.—(8pecial Corre-
B spondence of The Bee.)—I saw the
king of Belglum walking alone In
the park near his palace this
morning. Yes, alone! He was
sprinting along with a springy step, his
shoulders well back, as though walking tor
& wager. He had o cane in his hand and
bis trousers were rolled up, although the
paths were perfectly dry and the sun was
shining. He was dressed In business
clothes and wore & sack coal and derby
hat. Altogether he looked more Iike a
gentleman farmer with a touch of the sporl
in him than the king of ons of the busiest
lttle nations of Hurope.

Nevertholess Leopold 11 Is a king In every
sense of the word and us kings go he Is
not so bad after all. He is now 67 years
¥id and he has been ruling Belglum for
nore than thirty-seven years. He ascendell
the throne just about the close of our oivil
war and has held his own through the
various changes of government in France,
Germany and the other countries about him.
His title, you know, Is Leopold 11, King of
Belglum. He s the second king that
Belglum has had. This country was a part
of the Netherlands untll 1830, when §
became an independent kingdom, and s
congress olected Leopold, the tather of this
man, as its king, Holland went off to Itself
and since them Belglum has walked alone.
Austria, Russia, Greal Britaln and Prussia
guaranteed the neutrality of Belgium and
& few yoars later all the states of Burope
recogulged it a8 an Independent govern-
ment,

Leopold 1 was the ruler from 1531 untll
1886 and upon his death his eldest son, the
present king, took his place. During his
administration the couniry has steadily
grown in population and wealth. It 4
hardly bigger than some Texas counties
and Its seacoast Is not longer than from
Washington o Baltimore: still it supports
ppe-iwelfth as many people as the whole
United States and it has a population
greater than any of our states with the
exoeption of New York.

Indeed, Belglum s as woll mannged as
any Innd ¢n the globe The soll Is natu-
rally sandy, but every acre of It s well
farmod. The country is divided up Into
small holdings and the greater part of it s
worked with the spade, so Intensively Lhat
it produces vastly In exceus of other coun-
triea. Not only the farms, byt the mines
nand factories are well handled. There are
1,600 stone gquarries, which are worked, em-
ploying about 37,000 men and ylelding an
annusl product of $11,000000. 1 have al-
ready written of the 125,000 coal miners and
what they produce, and I might fill a page
of stories of the different Industries.

Relglan lron goes all over the world, lis
galvanized roofing s used all along the
copst of Bouth America and the great rall-
rond projected from Hankow to Pekin ls
being built with Belgian stee! ralls. There
are three steel plants here, now working on
a B0.000-ton order of steel ralls for Mexico,
and other factories are making tons of rall-
road {ron for Marylund. I have traveled
pretty well over the world, but 1 have never
been able to get out of sight of Belgian
goods, nor to find a country where Belgium
bad not more or less commerce,

Think of a land like this not more than
one-third the size of Indlana which ls thus
able to put its fingers into the pockets of
all the world and draw the dollars out
They say its king Is a sport, and my in-
formation inclinas me to believe they are
right, but he must be a business sport in
order to accomplish such business results

Let me give you a few commercial facts
In 1900 Belgium sold more than §100 worth
of goods for every man, woman and child in
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Think of a land that can produce so much
more than it meeds that every family can
sell §600 worth a year to foreign nations.
It buys as well
as sells and in this it ls interesting to us.
Ita lmports amount to ahout $700,000,000 an-
nually, and of these more than 350,000,000
It buys even
mor# than this from France, Germany and
Greal Britain, but It selis to sach of them
almost as much as it buys, while our Bel-
glan lmports are a bagatelle In comparison.
the Beolglan
He (s so wrapped up in the country
L.
And still in many respects, if gossip tells
fun out of other
thinga than business. Notwithstanding his
years of life and thirty-seven yoars
His eye
I8 as keen to recognize a pretty girl as It
18 when he married Marle Hen-
rletta, the daughter of Archduke Joseph of
All sorts of wstories are whis-
pered about Brussels of the king's esca-
pades and of his liberality to certain fe-
male persons who, to say the least, are no
He Is mald
to be a patrom of art, and eapecially of
that kind of art conpected with the opera
the prima donnss of which
when in straits appeal to him and seldom

The king Is fond of the theater and of
He is a great lover of horse-
back riding and fruquenlly rides alone.
You may sometimes see him in the parks
in the suburbs of Brussels golng along at
R good trot through the woods, with as
lttle ontentation as 1 saw bim out walking

Indeed, Leopold has many things te com-
He has a
paluce or g0 in the upper part of Brussels.
but his home Is not extravagant as far as
Its exterior is concernmed, and It costs as
little, perhaps, as that of any great mon-
arch of Burope. He has a eivil llst four-
teen times as big as the salary of Presi-
He han $700,000 a yoar
to keep up his establishment, and In addi-
He
owns lands In Belglum, botels at Ostend
and has been interested In the gambling
For a long time he was
the sole possessor of the Belgian Congo,
the wvast territory which he acquired
through Stanley, but of late this has been
turned into an independent state, with him
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as the ruler, and I can't tell you just what
he gets out of it. I only know that its
government revenues now amount to mnot
quite $6,000,000 a year, and that the ex-
penditures are greater than that. Whether
Leopold has any private property there or
not 1 do not know.

His majesty has been nccused
of not belng a very good guard-
lan of the wealth  of his own

tamily, and especially of that of his sister,
who was the wife of the nunfortunate
Maximilian of Mexico. Her npame was
Carlotta, and, as the story goes, when
Maximilian was executed he left her a vast
estate, of which King Leopold was irustee.
Then Carlotta became insane and her estale
was almost absolutely in the power of her
brother. It ias gossiped that the most of
this property has been squandered In various
speculations and that a large part of it has
gone into certain enterprises along the
Congo river. In the meantime the enemies
of Leopold say Carlotta has recoversd her
reason, but that his majesty does pot dare
to take her out of the asylum for -fear of
being held to an accounting.

King Leopold has no son to succeed him.
He has had three children, but they are all
girla. Princess L ~uise, who s now 44, was
born before he ascended the throne, as was
also Princess Stephanie, who Is now 38
Both of these princesses are married. The
third daughter is Princess Clementine, who
was born July 30, 1572, and who Is conse-
quently 30 years of age. By the constitu-
tion, however, the succession can only go
in the direct male line of the family, and
the girls have no chance. If the king
should dis today his brother, who ls two
years his junior, would take his place, and
in case of his death the succession would
go to his son, Prince Albert, who Is now
27, and who has a baby boy named Leopold,
sbout 2 years old, ready to succeed him In
case ho dles.

The government of Belgium is somewhal
different from those of the oilher European
monarchles. The king has llttle more power
than the king of England, the most of the
governing belng carrijed on through the
congress and ministers. All the royal acls
must be countersigned by one of the min-
isiers, who thus becomes responsible for
them. The congress consists of a #senate
and house of representatives, elected by
the people, and it is a curlous thing that
some men have as much as three votes,
Bvery citizen over 25 years of age has one
vole and those over 358 who pay at leant §1
& year in house tax and have had children
have each an additional! vote, as has also
every citizen of over 26 who awns property
to the amount of §400 or who for two years
has received $20 apnually from his govern-
ment bonds or funds In the savings banks.
Graduates of high colleges have two extra
yoles, bul no man can have more than three
votes. Another regulation provides that
every man must vote and that If he does
mot he may be arrested and punished.
Thus, you see¢, the government enforces
voling and gives premiums of extra voles
to such who have children, property and
higher education.

In Belgium, a8 In most of the countries
of Europe, the government owns the tele-
Eraphs and telephopes, and to & large ex.
tent the rallroads. Each of these branches
la worked at a profit, and they add ma-

terially to the governmen! revenues The
réevenus from the mailways last yoar wus
about $56.000,000 and that from the tele-

graph $3.000,000., The railroads are man.
aged In the interests of the people, and
more sdpecially for the lower classes, The
different roads bhave workingmen's tickets,
by which a laborer may go to his factory
and back If It Is within fifteen miles for
2T cents a week every day by traln. Thero
are alse reduced tickets for school children
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and a half rate for school excursions where
the children are (aken away under the
charge of Lthe teacher for lnstruction pur-
poses, The ordinary rate for a bleycle
taken along with a passenger is 14 cents,
and dogs travel at third-class rates.

The Swiss system of yearly passes at a
fixed rate prevalls here. For about $125
you can get a ticket that will allow you to
travel throughout the year second class on
any of the state railways and tickets for
& shorter time proportionately low rates,
At present there are more than 2,800 miles
of rallroads In the country, with a passen-
ger traffic numbering about 140,000,000 rides
per year.

1 find the cars very good, slthough they
are generally fllled. The service st the sta-
tions Is excellent. There are plenty of por-
tere, dressed (o biue jeans and black clolh
caps and numbers on them, who take your
baggage, welgh your trunks and carry your
small truck into the tralos for 10 cents, or
even less, per person, | have been riding
second class and 1 find it comfortable. The
cars are divided up into compartments,
with seats facing each other, so that each
compariment will accommodate six. The
seats are cushioned with felt or leather,
and their backs are upholstered to high
ahove your heads. The fares are remark-
ably low.

The Belgian postofMee department man-
ages also the telephones and telegraphs, as
well a8 the savings banks., The telegraph
rates are much lower than ours and the
service Is quite as good. You can send
Afteen words for 10 cents, fifty words for
24 conta, paylng only 2 cents for every ten
words thereafter. There are now about 4,000
miles of lines In the country, with enough
wire to reach around the world. There are
47,000 miles of telephone wire and 16,000
stations. The conversations last year were
almost 40,000,000

The national savings banks are patronized
by all classes. The books number more
than 1,500,000 and the deposits approximate
$120,000,000. In addition to this there is &
fund of government annuitles amounting to
$33,000,000, so that the Belglans have In
their own savings banks about $1560,000,000.
The most of such accounts are smail and the
savings come from the poor. More than 60
per cent of the books have & total of less
than $20, mod fully three-fourths of them
are under §100, Taking the whole popula-
tion into comsideration there s ane savings
bank account for every four inhabitants, or
on the average above one per family. The
accounts are stoadily increasing and the
people deposit thus more and more every
year. The system enables deposits to be
made in the smallest villages, and every
laborer has » safe place to put his saviugs
If he wishes It It Is a pity that some
similar arrangement canoot be made for
the Unlted Btates.

T like Brussels. It is one of the best bullt

and best managed citles of Europe. It has
only about 200,000 people in the town
proper, but with Its suburbs its inhabitants
are more than 500,000. It Is In the heart
of Belglum, and as such is within a couple
of hours or so of the whole population of
mcre than 8,000,000,

The town is divided into two sections, one
of which Is high above the other. It is in
the upper part that the king's palace and
all the government bulldings are situated.
It s here that most of the foreigners live,
Including about 2,000 English resldents. Our
minigter hasn a fine home not far from the
palace of the king, and the consul general

is about equally distant from the palace in
an oppesite directlon.

The government bulldings are vﬁpr-nlnm
flne. Take the Palals de Justice, which

stands upon a hill high above the business
part of the city. It is sald to be the grand-
est structure of the world, IL Is bigger
than the capito]l at Washington and covers
one acre more than the esormous Church of
St. Peter at Rome. It Is built of marble
and It rises high over Brussels with a dome |
100 feet higher than that of our eapitol, The
structure in general is pyramidal, each suc-
cesslve section diminlshing in bulk. It Is
beautifully decorated, the rotunda belng
embellished with coloasal statues of justice,
law, strength and mercy, and the vestibule
adorned with statues of Demosthenes and
Lycurgus and of Clcero and Domitiuvs. Not
far from this are other government bulld-
ings, including the famous art gallery, the
National Bank and the Palals de la Natlon

As far as education Is concerned the Bel.
gians do not compare with the Swiss. |
seldom met & man in Switgerland who
could not speak more than ome language,
and o the eities nearly every one under-
stood more or less English. Here the peo-
ple speak French and Flemish, but many
of the lower classes have a dirlect of thelr
own which s difMcult to undersiand,

The Belgiana are Roman Catholies. Of
the six milllon odd people in the couniry
there are only 10,000 Protestanis and 4.000
Jews. The constitution grants full religious
liberty, but, notwithstanding this, many of
the schools are under the church, and this
Is always detrimental to education. Thers
are in all four universities, two of which
belong to the state, and also schools of
arts. engineering and manufactures, which
have about 1,000 studenis.

The public school system is not as good
as that of Switzerland and the percentage
of illiteracy i» much higher. In Switzer-

land you can soarcely find a man who does
not read or write. Here fully one-fourth
of the population cannot read, and of the
young men called out for military service
last year more than 12 per cent could not
write,

This is the only place 1 know of wi Nl
newspapers are sold for nothing. There are
two of the kind in Brussels and both are

making money, Ope |8 known as Le Solr
and the other as Le Natlopal., Le Solr has
125,000 cireulation and it has made the for-
tune of its founder, who was a newsdealer
originally, starting with nothing. He dis-
tributed his paper free and gradually built
up & business out of the advertisements.

The only charge for the paper Is for deliv-
ery, which costs 6 conts a month If the cus-
tomer lives on the ground floor or 12 cenis
it he lives upstairs. Mall subseribers pay
merely the postage and the newsboys sell
the papers om the street for a cent and
pocket all the profits

In addition to these two papers Belgium
has & number of other journals which are
pald for, but po other dallies of large clroeu-
lation. There are In the whole country less
than 1,500 journals, of which 420 are politi-
cal, 178 commercial, Industrial or agricul-
tural, 180 Anancial and 768 devoted to other
subjects. FRANK G. CARPENTER,
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