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The fact that John L. Bullivan bas
agaln signed the piedge Is another sea-
sonable indication.

Mr. Senatorial Dendlock threatens to
transfer his home, at least temporarily,
from Nebraska to Colorado.

E—

The first business In order for every
Nebraska legislature is to repeal the
bills passed by the preceding legislature,

p———

It costs a big sum of money to stamp
put the cattle foot and mouth diseanss,
but it would cost far more not to stamp

it out
b — — ]

In biblical parlance, the burning up of
the two big barns and 500 sheep at the
Union stock yards at South Omaha was
a Ohristmas burnt offering.

L ———— ———]

Bubmarine cablée magnates manifest no
anxiety over the specter of wireless com-
petition, and the stock market reports In-
lieate no panic on this score,

Prof. Eates' discovery that thoughts
have color has long been well known in
the newspaper profesalon, at least with
respect to one color of journallsm,

* SN

The most varled assortmept of Santa
Dlaus bric-a-brac is being unloaded upon
the dead letter office at Washington for
lnck of proper directions to the postal

i

——
If any member of the Douglas delega-

The completion of the Pacific cable be-
tween Ban Fraocisco and Hawall will
relieve the country from the periodie
press news from Honolulu by steamer
rla Victorla, B. O,
L —————— |

The Commercial club has appolnted a
committee to formulate amendments to
the city charter. The first guestion that
baturally presents itself s “Will the
rommittee ever meet?’

——

The cattlemen would doubtiess apper
clate the actual help of the Deaver Hu-
mane soclety In watering and sheltering
the exposed cattle more than mere doco
umentary evidence of sympathy for the
ruffering brutes.

P a_
i No doubt is entertained among the well
Informed at Salt Lake that Reed Smoot
controls a good majority of the Utah
legislature for the United States sena-
torship, and whatever olse bis encwmies
are saying agininst hlm no one charges
that he ls talking too much

E—————

Ex-Secretary Olney has politely de
tlined an invitation to be the star guest
of the fortheoming Jacksonian banguet
in this city. If Mr. Olney is ever to be
the democratic candidate for president
the bonor will have to be thrust upon
him without walting for bis ald or
consent : 3

——

One of the bills which the senate in
berited from the last congress is for an
amended federal bankruptey law. It
cures most of the defects which expert
ince has developed in the present law,
and was 8o carefully drawn as to pass
the house with very lttle opposition. It
is In such shape that It might easily
have been disposed of by the senate be-
fore the holiday adjournment

EEE——

Kansas City graln men complain that
tha Burilngton rallroad has declared an
embargo agalust thelr town by refusing
to furnish cars for Kupsas City ship-
ments from southern Nebraska towns,
from which pearly half the gralo
bandled by Kansas Clty grain dealers
smanates. Omabs graln men make no
complaint. They have not been troubled
I the least by the smbarge on the south-
wra Nebraska winter wheal belt.

WiLL @0 TV THE RAGUE CUUAT.

The Buropean governments have
ngrend to submit the Venezuelan dispute
to The Hague tribunal and Venezuela
is willing to bave the cinlms agninst
her passed upon by that international
court. Although not a signer of the
arbitratlon convention, that agreement
makes provision for the arbitration of
controvarsies Detween signatory and non-
slgnatory powers. Article xxviof the
convention sayx: “The Iuternational
burean at The Hague Is authorized to
put its offices and Its staff at the dis-
posal of the signatory powers, fof the
performance of the dutles of any specinl
tribunal of arbitration. The jurisdiction
of the permanent court may be ex-
tended, under conditions prescribed by
ite rules, to controversios existing be-
tween non-signatory powers, or between
slgnatory powers and non-slgnatory
powers, If the parties agree to submit
to its Jurisdiction.” In urging that the
Venezuelan dispute be submitted to this
tribunal President Roosevelt acted In
conformity with the spirit of the arbitra-
tion convention, which made the Inter
nntional conrt accessible to all countries
rather than to those only which signed
the convention. Created in the Interest
of peace, The Hague fribunal Is open to
any government that may wish to have
a controversy with another government
submitted to arbitration,

Our government baving proposed that
the Venezuelan dispute be taken to The
Hague court, the acceptance by the
Earopean governments s particularly
gratifying. It very greatly simplifies the
situation and It Is not probable that
any new complications will arise. It s
stated that the Monroe doetrine will not
be Involved In the arbitration and cer
tulnly there Is no reason why it should
be. The course of the European govern-
ments In dealing with Venezuela has not
been such as to call for the application
of that doctrine and those governments
have very explicitly declared that they
had no Intention to comtravene It On
the other hand, our government has dls-
Unctly sald that the doctrine cannot be
Invoked to shield a country that refuses
to pay ita just debts from such coercive
measnures on the part of creditors to
collect the debts as are held to be legiti-
mate and which do not Involve the
taking of territory. This Is now fully
understood and it s perfectly clear that
the Monroe doctrine does not enter into
the matter and has no bearing whatever
upon the controversy.

It is snld to be the fecllng at Wash-
ington that our government should lnsist
upon the blockade being called off while
arbitration s In progrese. The Euro-
pean governments will act wisely 1If
they shall suspend the blockade without
belug asked to do so, as they could
hardly find justifying reasons for main-
taining it after having submitted thelr
claims to arbitration. Manifestly under
such clrcumstances it would be most un-
Just to neutral countries to continue the
blockade and besides nothing would be
guined by dolug so, but on the contrary
it would be a losing polfey, aince the
effect would be to lessen Venezuela's
abllity to pay, In the event of the award
belng against her. When the European
governments have taken thelr clalms
Into court coercive measures should be
abandoned and probably this will be
done,

.
THE CUAST DEFENSES,

During the last fifteen years over
§50,000,000 has been spent In carrying
out the plan of coast defenses devised by
a hoard of strategists of the army and
navy. That plan has been stricily fol-
lowed and with good results, but it ap-
pears that In the judgment of officers
of the army and navy It Is time to re-
viee the plan and provision I8 to be made
In the fortifications appropriation bill for
the appointment of a commission to
modernize the present scheme for the
coast defense of the country. The ne-
cessity for this grows out of the condl-
tion of our Insular possesslons. Terrl-
torial expansion and the establishing of
numerous coaling statlons, which of
course must have defenses, has created
new requirements.

These must have proper consideration,
but not at any sacrifice of the defenses
on our home seaconsits. While these
have beem very much lmproved, there
are still polots on the Atlantie coast that
need attention and these should not be
neglected In order to provide stations In
the Philippines or elsewhere. Of course
these must be cared for, but at the same
time the the coast defenses of the Unlted
States must continue to be looked after
and lmproved and strengthened wher-
ever required. This is not less essen-
tial to our security than Is an adequate
oavy, which the country now realizes
we must have and maintaln, A thorough
system of coast defenses together with
an adequate navy constitute the best
guarnuty of peace.

e
HELPING THE PHILIPPINES,

Unquestionably the proposed reaunction
of tariff duties om Phillppine products
coming into the United Btates would be
very helpful to the archipelago. It would
Insure a greatly Increased trade with
this country in what the island pro-
duces and thus serve to stimulate and
Improve industrial conditions there. The
value of this in the good effect it would
have upon the Filipino people cannot
eanlly be overestimated, Nothing ocou-
tributes more to the creation of mutual
confidence than close commervinl rela
tions and the Fillpine people, when they
shall realize that she trade of their coun-
try Is growing and that this s due to
the favor of the United Stutes, will as-
suredly think befter of Americans and
of American government.

There are some who advocate free
trade with the Philippines, but this s
clearly mot practicable at preseut for the
reason that the Phillppine government
needs the revenue, all dutles collected in
our custom houses oo Philipploe prod
ucta belng pald into the Philippiue treas
ury. The San Framncisco Chronlele fa-
vors free trade with the lslands becaus

|"while we govgrn the Filipinos it Is our

the opposition to granting a tarlf con-
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duty to do the best that can be done for
them.” This may be admitted, yet
duotles one-fourth of the Dingley rates
would not be a hardship to the Filipinos
and It Is better to provide revenue In
this wny than by Imposing additional
internal taxation. Twenty-five percent
of the Dingley duties will not be bur-
densome and will probably supply more
revenue than the Philippine government
now gets, which will enable that govern-
ment to do a great deal for the benefit
of the Izlands and will avold the neces-
alty which there would otherwise be of
more henvily taxing the people,

DEMUCRATIC FIGHT IN 10WA.

There hng been no doubt that a strenu-
ous struggle would be carried on bhe-
tween the Bryan and the conservative
factions of the lowa demoeracy for con:
trol of its next state convention, but it
has not been anticipated that Ita pre-
liminaries wounld begin at so early a
date. Nevertheless the Bryan leaders
are already preparing and, it is under-
stood, have agreed upon the issne, which
is the reaffirmation of the Kansas Clty
platform, or Incidentally the same posl-
tion they took In this year's contest,

The followers of Mr, Bryan cannot get
into the fight too early orprosecute it too
vigorously, for they hold a far less ad-
vantageous position In lowa for the com-
ing year than was theirs at the opening
of thig year. The result of the state
convenllon last June was the dlsastrous
defeat of those who stood with Mr.
Bryan for reaffirmation of the Kansas
Olty platform, losing control of the state
ceniral committee and of the party
organization In many of the congres.
slonal districts and countles where thalr
Influence had been dominant for six or
elght years. But the most serious re-
sult of that defeat was the encourage-
ment It gave to a vast number of demno-
crats who from discontent with the
Bryan leadership had elther silently
voted the republican ticket or sullenly
withdrawn from activity In the party.
These opponents of the Bryan program
are mow far more formidable than they
were.

It will not be easy for Mr. Bryan to
stand aloof from active participation in
the Iowa fight Many of his followers
feel that If he had rendered timely as-
sistance he could certalnly have turned
the scale In the last state convention,
which was doubtful up to the very last,
and they will demand something more
than a walting pollcy on his part tll
after the result {s decided and then a
denunciation of the “cowardice” of the
triumphant conservatives. Moreover, it
can be safely predicted that the con-
servatives, if they again win in lowa In
1908, will have no difficulty In win-
ning In that state and in the national
conyvention the next year,

.

CUBAN RECIPRUUCITY.
According to the most trustworthy In-
formation from Washington the outlook
for the Cuban redlprocity treaty Is not
favorable.” The fact appears to be that

ceaslon to Cuban sugar and tobacco Is
quite as strong now as at the last ses-
slon of congress. Bo far as now seen
there |8 no reason to belleve that the
hostility to the proposition to admit
Ouban products to the American mar-
ket at a reduced tariff rate Is less pro-
nounced than at the last session, when
It was strong enough to prevent the
passage by the senate of the bill pro-
viding for a reduction to 25 per cent of
the tarif on the products of the island
of Cuba.

It 18 definltely announced by the beet
sugar interest of the United Stutes that
it proposes to contlnue its opposition to
the proposed tariff concession on Cuban
sugar, and there I8 ne_question that It
hae a stronger position now than It had
& year ago, for the reason that Cuba
Is very much better off than when this
question was first presented for consid-
eration. As a matter of fact Cuba does
not now need any help Industrially or
commercially, the truth belng that the
new republic Is getting along wvery
nlcely and with every prospect favor
able to (ts continued progress and ad-
vancement,

The question of closer trade relations
with Cuba, therefore, Is not so much
as to the bepefits that might result to
that eountry as it s to the advantages
that would accrue to our own trade
with the neighbor republlic. We are now
having a very considerable and profit-
able commerce with Cubs. The ques
tion Is whether we shall Increase It. and
the answer Is to be found In the pend-
ing treaty.

——

SUGAESTIUNS TU THE COUNTY BO4ARD,

The people of Douglas county are to
ba congratuiated upon the announce-
ment thatthe Board of County Commis.
sloners has declded to turpn over a new
leaf with the openlng of the new year
There has been a great deal of room for
reform o county mansgement and the
board, can, If it is go disposed, save the
taxpayers anywhere from 25,000 to
$100,000 n year by lopplog off slnecures
and plugging op leaks Much will de-
pend upon the mauner In which the
board goes about this business and the
abllity of members to withstand the
pressure from outside.

Tne first step g the lne of reform will
be an loventory of all the property be-
longing to the county from every conuty
officer and custodlan,

The noxt thing in order should be an
overhaullng of every office from sherlff
down to storekeeper with a view to as-
certalning bow many employes are se
tually needed for an efficient discharge
of the duties devolving upon each of the
several departments and how many sine-
cures are on the pay roll

Next o order should be the adoption
of regulations In every department that
will enforce accountabllity and ipsure
efficlency ln every department, coupled

vith the adoption of stringent regula-
tions concerning the disbursement of
~ounty funds.

No money should be pald out of the
wounty Wweasury except by resclution

adopted by & majority of the board on a
recorded vote before the service |s ren-
dered or the materiala furnished are
purchased.

All road and bridge work should be
done by contract, awarded to the lowest
responsible bidder, nand no pagment for
contract work should be made before the
grading or bridge construction has been
inspected and certifed to by the county
EUrveyor,

The county hosplial has beep a source
of extravagance and wastefulness in the
past and the pew 1008 broom should be
vigoronsly applied to the abuses that
infect that Institution.

————————es

The city of Omaba Is a corporation
that owns more than $100.000,000 worth
of property, whose gtockholders are the
taxpaying citizens. The supervision,
management and control of this $100,-
000,000 corporation Is vested In a dl-
rector general called mayor and a board
of nine directors culled councllmen, who
disburse more than $1,000,000 & year and
colleet back that amount from the stock-
holders through the lgvy of taxes. A
new board of divectors for this great
corporation Is ‘elected once every three
yeurs. The next election will take place
the first Tuesday In March, 1803, and |t
behooves the stockholders, as & matter
of self-Interest and mutual protection, to
size up the timber at their disposal or,
In other words, plek ont the men that
are to manage the affalrs of the corpora-
tion for the next three years,

e ———

Down In Greater New York where the
whole police department (s under the
direct control and supervision of a slngle
police commissloner appointed by the
mayor, some of the politiclans have heen
trylog to induce Governor Odell to offer
his advice to Mayor Low lu the selec-
tion of a successor to the present Incum-
bent, who s about to retire, but the gov-
ernor refuses to mix In.  Governor Odell
I sald to bave declared emphatically
that he Is a firm bellever In municipal
home rule and that he does not belleve
It to be in the province of the governor
of New York to Interfere |n purely loeal
matters unless the dotles of hls office
required it Governor Odell bas the
right lden on this subject and his posl-
tlon eould well be emulated by other
governors.

——

Hope's Long Saft,
Baltimore American.
Wireless telography s & grand achieve-
ment of the century, but It will never be
complete until it resuits In poleless sireets.

Theorieas Rudely Shattered,

New York World.

Trusts have pointed with pride to the
Standard Ol as an Instance where monop-
oly has lowered the price of & product. Now
comes the squeors, colncldent with the op-
portunity,

Bracing Up for a Licking.

Ban ¥Francisco Call,

Colombia, free from fighting with itself,
now wanis to pick a quarrel with Nica-
regua and possibly gain control of both
avallable isthmias eanal routes. Some of
these days Colombla may wake up and find
Itself off the map,

Liberality with a Lesson,

Chicago Record-Herald,

A Chicago man has givan §40,000 to a Mil-
waukee girl becsuse she was kind to him
when they met.as strangers on a rallway
traln three years ago. After this it ought
to be reasgnably easy for a man to strike
up an acquaintance with the woman who is
travellng alone.

The Way the Wind Blows,

Boston Herald,

The haste and unanimity with which
both parties in congress tumble over each
other to vote u half milllon dollars to
proseciite the trusts denote a very lively
eppreciation on thelr part of the direction
In which the wind is blowing just at pres-
ent. Meanwhile the trustward tendency
does not seem to abate nppreciably,

Starting Fire in the Heas,

Chicago Chronicle,

The clroumstance that a port held by the
Venezuelan rebels Is not blocksded by the
allles woems to indieate that the bill col-
lectors bave formed an alllance with the ta-
surgents. Whether these latter peraons, If
they be successful, will prove any better
pay than the present adminiatration is &
matter which Mr. Bull and bhis associates
may do well to consider. Otherwise, the de-
vioe of harrying a debtor by encouraging his
enemies looks to be of questionable valus.

Routine Bars the Way,

Philadeiphia Record.

Just mow the cry from Washington is:
“Important legialation will be taken up Im-
mediately after the recosd” After the re-
cess the tune will be: “Appropriation bills
and other necessary routine legislation will
have the right of way. Other Importaut
logislation will have to go over for the con-
siderstion of the next congress.” Theso are
the usual “before recess” snd “after re-
cess'’ amnouncemsents. Routine bars the
way. It Is the whip that the obstructionist
stalwarts hold over the head of the sireny-
ous Roossvelt.

Intolerable Diserimination,

Phlladelphia Press,

The Intoratste Commerce commission has
been bringing out some startling facts in
New York. It appears. for (nstance, thut
vuleanite coment s shippsd from Antwerp,
Belglum, or from Hamburg, Germany, to
Eanst Bt. Louls for 65 centa & barrel, while
the rite trom New York City im 86 1-5 centa.
Crockery, If imported, Is taken from New
York to Chicage for 18 cents per 100 pounds,
but the charge co the domestlc product Is
6 cents. Evidently the rallroad managers
are seaking 1o reduce the tarifl. Buch gross
discriminations are intolerable.

Well Egquipped for Hin Task,

Boston Herald,

Our Miglster Bowen at Venezuela appears
to ba weoll squipped for the emaergency.
He has been In the consular and diplo-
matle service for twelvye yemrs snd s a
son of the late Henry C. Bowen of the New
York Independent. He was transferred to
his present post from Bpalo, where as
consul at Barcelons he got a good lnsight
into Spanish charpcter. Besides belng a
diplomat he Is a poet, n fighter and a
Hogulet, speaking French, Itallan apd
Spanizh beside his aative Euglish. Born
in New York, he was cducated in Germany,
Italy and France before entering Yale and
the law school of Columbia usiversity.
When he was & student at Yale he had a
little diMeulty with a tulor on matters
not affecting his scholarship and he was
staduated somewhat prematurely, but
quite likely both (he tutor and Yale have
forgiven him before this, now that he has
achioved an honorable distinetion In  the
public service, lesides writlng & book on
lnternational law which ls rated of stand-
ard guality.

FEW ERA IN TELEGRAFPHY,

Marconi's Grealt Triumph asnd What

It figmnifiea.
New York Tribune.

Tho Interchange of messagons between the
old world and the new pow authoritatively
announced, was definitely foreshadowed
last Pobruary while Marconl was on board
the steamship Philadelphia. His previous
experiments on Bignal Hill, Newfound.
land, last December, however convineing
to him Individually, were unsatisfactory
as a publie demonstration. It fn not cus
tomary to mccept the announcement of A
sclentific discovery or achlevement on the
strength of any one man's word. Self-
deception In so common an experience
among reputable Inventors and Investiga-
tors that corroboration is absolutely nee-
essary. This was afforded by the melf-
registering Instruments and the testimony
of the ship's officers I Marconi's Iater
tewts while himself crossing the pooan.
The public was then fully Justified in
belleVing that messagea had boen recelved
1660 miles from Poldhu and signals at a
distanoca of 2,100,

In order to attaln his recent suceess
Marconl has overcome several obstacles,
real or imaginary, which beset his earlier
efforts. Nelther high mountalns nor the
billging of the earth's surface between
stations interfere now with transmisslon.
The paralyzing Influence of dmylight upon
communieation ean be overcome by using
more power At the sending statlon. Marked
improvements, too, have been made In the
recelver. Marconi's own magnetle detec-
tor will bandle forty words a minute,
wherens the Branly and Solari coherers
could take only fifteen. It ls not certaln
how effectually he will deal with two
other embarrassmenta. Some of the Poldhu
mesanges which were addresned to Carle
Alberto last summer wers ploked up by
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OTHER LANDS THAN OURS,

beenn crushed by (he varlous measures

people for whom they were not Intendod. |

Perhaps the sending Instruments had not
then been #'tuned.” The virtues of the
means which Marconl preposes to employ
for insuring secrecy have not yet been
fully ascertained. Nor does the publle
know how well he ean protect his com-
munication from malicious interruption and
confusion. Stlll, his past progresa in-
spires confidence concerning these remain-
Ing defects In the system. It ls not to be
supposed that the methods and apparatus
used during the Iast foew days represent
the highest stage of development in the
art.

Whatever be the imperfection In wireless
telegraphy as now practiced, one eannot but
admire the manner In which It has been

'

brought to ita present degree of perfection
by Marconl.

paratus having the sgme object In view,

But they elther abandoned the {dea tem- |Jovy last spring, when
porarily or falled to work out a solution of '

the diMculties which they encountared. So
fur as practical results are concerned, Mar-

conl I8 really the ploneer In wireless teleg- | quell resiatance, but It is
raphy. He has gone ahead where others | have had no such effect.

bave halted, He bas worked while others
talked. He has been pocullarly modest and
reticent, rarely talking exeept when at-
tacked. So far as the public can judge, he
has borne himself in & manoly fashion to-
ward all rivals. To the suggestion that
the marquis of Solarl has been unfairly
dealt with there are several effeciive sn-
swers. One s furnished by the many hon-
ors bhestowad on Mareconl by the king of
Ttaly during the last few months, and an-
other was afforded by the fact that Solari
himself accompanied Marcon! all last sum-

mer and fall on board Carlo Alberto.
As for "priority of fnvention,” If anyone
has anticipated the young Anglo-ltallan the
courts will no doubt mscertain the fact In |
due time. Until the world has new light on
the subject It will regard him as a gentle-
man as well as & gonius, and accord him
the chlef glory of making tranpoceanic
wireleas telegraphy possible.

POLITICAL NOTES.

Biate caplials will soon be a feature of
political date lines,

They are all jumping oen Dave Hill, par-
ticularly his political associates. But
Dave lsn't saylng & word. He 18 oo wore
for utterance.

The total vote cast for soclaliat candi-
dates at this year's election was heaviest '
in Massachusetts, in which the ecombined
votes of the two socialist parties wans in
oxcess of 34,000,

General Charles Dick, who is an avowed
candidate for the republican nomination for
governor of Ohlo, I8 now serving his third
term in congress as representative from the
Nineteenth district of the state and has
been elocted to the next congress.

There ls & proposition on foot in Ver-
mont, which has recently experienced a
nort of political awakening, to change the
capiial from Montpeller to Burlington, the
chief commercial citly of the Green Moun.
tain state, Vermont will vote om the pro-
posed new local Jlcense law to supersede
the prohibition law early next year.

Henry Wattermon s searching for & ray
of hope In the political outlook for 1903,
Cleveland and Bryan he regards as impos-
sibles. Dave Hill's aspirations are classed
88 amusing. Tom Johnson and Pattlson
were eliminated by the result of the last
election. “Who the unkoown may be,”
concludes the colonel, “remains & secrot to
all except the Crestor."

The state of Texas has pending just
new A coniroversy as to its boundaries,
the irreguisrity and uscertainty of whioch
have heen In dispute before. Several
southern states have llke disputes pend-
ing and & few wsouthern citles as well
The loug contention over the boundary
line between Grayson and Carrell counties,
Virginia, has recently been established hy a
survey.

After an ipterval of many years Nevada
will have, after March 4, a democratic
senntor The relirement of John P. Jones
of that state will leave Willlam Alllson
of Iewn the senlor seoator, in unbroken
aervice. He first took his seat on March
4, 1873, and by subseguent electlons has
served continuously siunce, a period of
thirty years. His prepent term will mot
sxpire untll March 4 Senstor Allison is
& pative of Ohlo. He was & member of
the house of represcutatives for four
termas before his elecilon to the senale,

La Voz Del, a Moxican nowapaper, dis-
cussing the low price of sliver, gives an
lostructive lesson on “‘free silver'” and the
disastrous effect of a fuctuating currency,
"AL present,’ says the Mexican paper,
“there axista In Mexioo a surplus stock of
silver to the amount of §150,000,000, and,
cobsequently, when Lhe price of sliver
goes down 1 cent we lose §1,800,000, which
is & permanent loss to the country and a
groat drais on the public wealith. Taxes
and contributions to the government are
paid iu sliver. The taxes and contributions
amount to §100,000,000 spnusily, while the
salaries pald te the various government
smployes amount to $5,000,000, The part
of the government debt which Is payatle
fn allyer amounts to §300,000.000. The value
of urban property amounts to $350,000,000,
To sum up: The government loses §1,000,-
000, the employes of the government $40,-
000, the creditors §3,000,000 and the gwn-
ors of urban property §2.500.000 oach time
tha wvalue of the silver dollar Buctusies 1
cent. Duriog the present year the value
of silver bas gone down nearly 10 cents

———————— e ol
Morgan Agrees (o Furalsh Heat.

NEW YORK, Dec, I—'l;?n sult sgainst
P. Morgun, brought b Nevelson,
gor the Em fallure of lh‘:'zannan to

heat 1} sparunent leased b
?:'."-'.“u'én. h;. n“:.: u't.lled out of cnu.rz
in

Others had thought vaguely i One
of the same thing, and bad even devised ap- |

. Morgan nts promised that there
::l:mld te n;. l:::ld-llt. supply of ceal
the bhouse

[

adopted to effoct thelr Russianization. He-
ports have just leaked out of a meeting
that was held at Helsingfors In the middles
of November. Between 200 and 300 persons
were present, Including a sumber of farm-
ers and representatives of the working
clazses. Among other resolutions adepted
was the following: “That this assembly
considers It imperative, for the muinte-
nance of our political and natiomal exist-
enee, to continue everywhere, unsawery-
ingly, and untll legal conditions are re-
stored to the country, the passive resint-
ance against all measures conflicting with,
or calculated to abolish, our fundamental
lawe.” What Is meant by passive resist-
ance the Hussian authoritles well know. It
Implies o dogged refusal to comply with
any regulation which is held to confllot
with the immemorial rights of the nation.
result of this attitude of the people
was the fallure of the attempt Lo earry
into effect the new army ediot at the army
about 60 per cent
of the young men refused to present them-
selves. It was predicted in the Russian
press that the recent ordinances would
plain that they
The meeting also
pansed a vote of want of confidence agalnst
the Benate for thelr lack of firmness in
withstanding Russification and thelr mis-
placed zesl in furthering Illegal measures.
LLL]

While the news from South Africa does
not go to the extent of a declaration of
anarchy, all the findications point to a
condition of affairs not fae removed from
it Thousands of mechanies and others
emigrated from Australla and Great Brii-
ain immediately after the conclusion of
pence, and as many more who were in the
army remalned in Cape Town lostoad of
returning to England. The result is that
the labor market {s Lighly overstocked and
must continue to be for some time, There
Is much bullding to be done, but there Is
no material to do It with, Merghanta rec-
ognize an opportunity to go into manufac-
turiog, but there Is no machinery, Mines
are ldle, beomuse It Is not kmown what
stand the government is to take with re-
gard to taxation. Farming s poor be-

! cause the British army and the Boer rald-

ers depleted or stampeded the”® stock and
worked general destruction, In sbhort, the
country I8 In a state of chaos, and the
gwiding hand of Mr. Chamberlain is sadly
needed to stralghten out matters, Rents
are soaring, provisions are high and board
or lodgings can only be procured by the
man with the long purss. With a large
class of men in South Afriea It |8 not a

| question of beg or starve, even If begging

would do sny good. It is, eince they can-
not find work to do, elther to steal or
starve and they prefer the former to the
alternative. With stealing naturally go
sssaults, and occasionally an assault re-
sults in murder; honce at the present time
Bouth Ah‘}ca Ia & good place (o stay away
from.
LLL]

The British admiralty Is really waking
up, It wsuch emorgotic reformers as Ad-
miral Hendernon and Admiral Lord Cha les
Beresford may be belleved. The fermer
sald the other day at Plymouth that he
thought that the lesson of the SBouth Af-
rlean war had been taken to heart by the
authorities. There bad been a change for
the better already [n the material, and the
change In the personnel would come soon.
Every officer and man who had to form the
oavy of (he future must have a common
ontry, must have a common tralning, and
must be prepared to take upon his shoul-
ders every one of the multifarious duties
which were connected with the control of
the warship of the present day. Lord
Charles Beresford also declares his ocon-
viotlon that the schome which the admir-
alty has In hand will prove of the groatest

possible benefit (0 the service, snd ho Intl- |

mates that It will prove to be one of the
most drastic that could have besn con-
celved. Already, he says, the Mediterranean
fleet has been strengthened, the coal supply
kas beon Increased and plans have been

formulated Lo regulale the action of lho'

flest in case of war. Specisl commitiees
have boen formulated (o regulats the action
of manning the reserves.ele. Lord Charles
vigorously denounced the habit of patehing
damaged bollers. Faulty bollers, he aaid,
ought to ba put op the scrap hesp and
roplaced by new ones.
"ee

Some of the London newspapers are
priating detalls of the consequences of the
prolonged drouth In Awstralis, ohlefly in
the provinees of New Bouth Wales and
Queensland. It {8 estimated that the total
wheat shortage in Australia is 18,000,000
burhels, of which New Bouth Wales hos
loat 6,600,000, Families In paris of Quecns-
land are living on bran and treacle, bought
originally as a makeshift food for aheep,
It s oMeclatly ocmlculated that thers are
not 20,000,000 sheep left in New Bouth
Wales, as compared with 0,000,000 fve
yoars ago. Bquatters have dismissed the

bulk of thelr employna, retalning only =

few hands necessary Lo burn the carcasses
of shesp and esttle where (they have

dropped dead in the paddocks. Ont'mln|

who origioally had 15,000 sheep preserved

by artificial fweding saw the majority dle, |

and lately, in consequence of the price of
fodder, cut the throats of the survivors.
Another claims that he spent £100.000 on
fodder. Thirty thousand aheep have died

within ffteen miles radius of Marsden, New |

South Wales, since the latest ashearing
One station In the pelghborkood lost 12.000
nheep within a week, anothor shearad $,200,
but mustering them soon afterward found
only 2,000. These wers turned adrift on
the rosd in the hope of their reaching
Krass, but the latest account's say that
hundreds are dying on the journey.
LLL]

Agitation prevalls In BEoglend for the
establishment of sowe kind of a royal cowm-
misslon to Iovestigale ihe gqguestion of
what is thers called “municipal trading™

The nationsal aplrit of the Fons has not |

=

that is, the entering Into warfbus manufae-
turing schemens, such as the manufacture of
gas by the munielpality. The troubls sesms
to be that In wome of these enterprines
there are profits, and they are applied, in
part at least, to the paymént of taxes
Bir Edward Clarke, who reecently made a
spoech In favor of Lthe establishment of
the commission, objected to this by nask.
ing why ome man should be made to pay
more for his gas In order that taxes
, which another had to pay should be re.
ldl.tcm:l. This new jdea seonw 1o have made
| some Impression, though the maln argu-
ment against municipal trading is that It
fosters & monopoly. It ls, however, pointed
out by those opposed to the proposed com-
misston that the real guestion I8 between
publlie and private monopoly.

FUTURE OF DIFLOMACY,

Importance of the Profesafon Dimin-
fahed by Newspapers,

New York Evening Post,

It was Henry Wotton who, In 1812, set
down in a friend's autograph book the fol-
lowing merry deflnition, as he called It;
“An embassador In an honest man sent
to He abroad for the commonwealth.” But
times have changed sioce then. It is mo
longer necessary for a diplomatist to do
violopce to his consclence. He |a now al-
maost entirely an ernamental personage,
His principal dutles are—to appear at
formal functions, to be affable, te make
graceful after-dinner speeches, to pay the
right sort of compliments, to unvell monu-
ments, to secept honorary degrees from for-
elgn universities and to spend more than
his &alary on entertaining. In the case of
our representatives [t is necessary further
to endure the agony of appearing in evens
ing dress (n the daytime.

A curijous piece of testimony to the
change that has come about in International
relations was furnished the other day by
Sir Edmund Monson, the Hritlsh ambas-
sador to the French republic. Speaking st
a dioper In Paris he sald that whea he
notered the service he reallzed that the
Id daoctrine that It was base to lle for

ue's self, venial to le for one’s friand,
but a duty under some clrcumnstances to
o for one's country bad been exploded.
At that “time, however, he still belleved
that ambassadors were {u the possession of
a knowledge of real mysteries and had an
influence on eventa to an extent that was
unsuspected by poople at large. By de-
grees ho came to the conclusion that this
must be regarded as a fiction. The am-
bassador was Important in the old days
when there was a scantiness of means of
Information about forelgn countries. But
the rallroad, the telegraph and, above all,
the newspaper correspondent, had changed
all that. Political secrets are no looger to
be picked up In high soclety. The ambas-
sador who sent Information to his govern-
ment found that it had been forestalled
by those whose business It was to collect
the news and convey It to the world at
large through thelr newspapers, To the
“necurncy snd dispatoh™ of these corre
spondents King Edward's ambassador pald
a warm tribute. “‘Yes," sald he, “it Is to
the gontlemen of the press that a serious
change In ths character of diplomacy is,
by no means In a slight degree, dus. Wo
cannot compete with them in the dally
transmiasion of local and special Intel-
ligence. Many of thess able men have stil)
further invaded the Beld of our functions,
and trapsmit by telegraph to the great
Jourpals which they represent thelr own
enlightenod comments vpon current polit-
leal events or official utterances snd
actiops."

PASSING PLEASANTRIES,

Ohlo Btats Journalt Wi . jeuDs MAn
puts salt and pepper on his ‘puckwheat
cakens and doesn't notloe his mistake you

-ml-c rarf«:tly Justified in asking w the

| girl is.

Brooklyn Life: Flret M. D.—-What a lot
of things have been found in the verml-
form appendix.

Heco M. D.—And Iroal' It‘ ths maonpey

thal.hu been taken ou
rﬂ- Matelund.—
ove me &8 much

Boston  Transcript:
Henry, | wonder If you
as you uwmed to love me before we ware
married. You never say the pretty things
to me that you did tn thoms days.

Mr, Mile ~That's because I love you
more than 1 did éhm. doar. 1 love you
too much now to HE Lo you, you know.

Newark News: “Madge mays she Is 20-
odd years old."”

“That makes har more than 4.

“How do you make that out?”

“Count the even yearw, tog,"

Town Toples: “Is he & well Informed
mani"

n

“l should say so. Why, his wife tells
him e\rtrylhln'.”" ¥

Wanhington Post: “How's your rheuma-
tx?" aaked the neighbor.

“Rheumatis is doln' fine.” answered the
village invalld. “I'm the feller that's got-
tin’ the worst of IL"

“JUST AS IT USED 1T0 RBR.™

——

Towr and Country.
I wish 1 were & hoy again,
t e8ge were but a dream,
That .t..l.'.m“ would change from what they

To what they used Lo seom.

And from my mother's k;:r

, Could And that dear old ryland,
Just as it to be,

If wishes only wers a horse,
o ths Diuthe’ ot Testeran
croks Lhe plaing of yes ¥y

oomrades de;

my side;
| Once more I'd rescue captive maids;
| AR ﬂoutlmr deeds you'd ses,
| B T were but a hero bold,
Just as 1 used to be.

With Beanstalk Jack 1'd sally forth
g X 0 e

N seven- ¥

To that q’l‘nhlu“d lhoro. e
Where ogres dwell, In castles huge,
Oh, how T4 love 15 And torm ol

« RQ ave Lo

Just as they used to bel -

My little boy says I'm sll wrong—
t nothing's changed at all,
That he can show me ogres
_n.\\nd ‘hm’- ml::“-dlhmhull;’
on, clasping vi :
He Ind-' me forth lotm—m " -,

Years dr an leaves; I w agaln
Just u"i' ulul"u.h e




