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Santa Claus may be able to wear his

furs after all

——

Having passed the shortest day of the

yoar, Father Time will pow resume his
polley of daylight expansion,

Our Dave's last omnibus postoffice bill
will make It appearance early in Jan-
nary “after we get back from home."

W

l

Old 1902 seems to be in a hurry to
fill in it8 full quotn of easualties and
accldents before It has time ¢alled on it

Tacky the tax assessor doesa not make
his rounds right after Christmas while
the presents are still “beautiful and
costly."”

i

Paraphrasing the great poet to fit new
conditions, some men are born arbitra-
tors while others have arbitration thrust
upon them.

Our wenlthy men who may be at a
Josa in what directlon to exhibit thelr
hollday generosity might remember the
auditorium fond.

i

By this time Mr. Harriman ought to
know something about the Unlon Pacifie
lockout. The question is, What I8 he
going to do about it?

ﬂ

Excitement in the tariff debate seems
to be confined cliefly to the lengthy
disquisitions In the editorinl columns of
a few lown newspapers.

Wall street banks have not asked the
secretary of the treasury to come to
their rellef for several weeks—and there
is really danger that they may get out

of the habit.
_—_—

A carlond of westhound Christmas
majl was destroyed by fire at S8yracuse,
N. Y., and those who are disappointed
in hearing from their enstern friends will
know where to charge it,
| —

Kipling has fired a steel-pointed poem
at the Anglo-German alllance, It will
have about the snme effect as a volley
of birdshot would have on the steel-clad
‘turret of a big warship.

When it comes to ralsing the limit of
the lighting fund, it should be remam-
bered that Omaha now spends more
money for street lghting than most
Awerionn eltles of Its population.

—

Putting down a new ecable In the Pa-
eciflc while Marconi wireless messages
are shooting across the Atlantie without
so -muech as a by-yourleayve to the cahle
companies Is a sort of electrieal paradox,

———

Nebraska democratie editors have re-
covered sufficlently to prepare for thelr
annual meeting to devise ways and
means of keeping up their cournge. Ne-
bragke populist editors bhave not yet
been heard from.

———

If the United Bintes senate puts in all
its time of the present sesslon on state-
hood bills, It will at least save the coun-
try from a lot of half-baked legislation
that might otherwlse percolate through
the congressional hopper.

_—

It might be well to settle the pay of
the sthmian canal commissioners In ad-
vance. The size of the stipend and per-
gquisites will have much to do with de-
termining the amount of pressure ex-
erted on the lineup of the applicants,

i

The government of The Netherlande
has declded to maintaln & positlon of
strict neutrality with reference to the
YVenesuelan trouble. To translate ipto
plain Eoglish, the Dutch do not propose
to burn thelr Angers In some other per
son's fire.

TEEE——

Polities and religion may not always
mix, but Christmas philanthropy mixed
with politics during the Christmas sen-
pon may prove a good investment, That
Is evidently the distilled esscnce of the
Wu contributions of the Jack-
sonian candidate for mayor and bis chlef
af staff.

|

DISTRUSTFUL OF GERMANT,

The opinlon expresssd by a former
minister of the United Eiates to Ven-
vzieln, that (it s undoubtedly Germany's
deslgn to kee how far she ean go withont
becoming Involved in actunl war with
this country, and that she wants to

- 8% force our hand on the Monroe doctrine,
20! 1 undoubtedly shared by many. Within

the past year or two men prominent in
public nffalrs have expressed distrost of

“’f! Germany, professing to belleve that she
Hee (inciuding Sunday), per weel.lic | contemplated the acquisition of terrilory

in this hemisphere by colonization or
otherwise, regardless of the well known
position of the United States. Officers
of our navy have been guoted as saying
that our next war would probably be
with Germany as the result of ab at-
tempt by that power to contravene the
Monroe doctrine.

It would be difficult to present any
very substantial ground or reason for
this distrust and suspicion of the nation
whose government has In the most un-
gqualified way declared and manifested
its friendship toward this republie.
When Inst year Germany Informed our
government in regard to the elaims
against Venezueln and the method it was
proposed to tnke to eollect theimn, that
government gave the most explicit and
salsfactory assurances that it had no de.
slgns upott the territory of the southern
republie. It has strongly and with evl-
dent sincerity disclalmed any desire to
possess even so much as a coaling or
naval station In this hemigphere. Noth-
Ing has occurred in connectlon with the
existing trouble to cause a reasonable
doubt as to the sincerity of these as-
surances.  On the contrary, Germany
has agaln stated that she Is not seeking
and does not desire territory and she Is
willing to submit her elaims to arbitra-
tion upon such conditions as will Insure
their payment if the declsion should be
n her favor—an obviously proper and
legitimate requirement in dealing with
un irregponsible conntry like Venezuels.

The fact that many Germans have
gone to Bouth Ameriea and that In por-
tlons of that continent, notably In Brazil,
there are considerable colonles of them,
has created the impression that this was
& movement on the part of the German
government having for itsa object the
guining of a foothold which would ultl-

Fmately enable it to acquire territory.

There is not the slightest evidence, how-
ever, that the German government has
had anything more to do with the emi-
gration of {ts people to Bouth Ameriea
thun to the United States. They have
gone to the southern countries for the
game reason they bave come here, that
Is, to improve their condition, and they
are generally loyal to the countries to
which they have gone, the Germans in
Venezuela even, ns has been reported,
having condemned the action of thelr
native land,

The notlon that Germany wants to
force the hand of the United States on
the Monroe doctrine has nothing at pres-
ent to support It. Whatever opinlon the
atatesmen of that country mny hold re-
garding the doctrine, they will respect
it, because they know It would be futile
to do otherwise. And this equally ap-
plies to every other European power,

—_— .
STEEL TRUST EXPANSION.

The absorption of the Unlon Steel
company by the Unlted States Steel cor-
porition and the reported negotiations
for sale to the trust of the most ex-
tenslve Iron and steel corporation in
Ohlo, shows that the trust Is makiog
headway in removing competition and
establishing a monopoly, It s stated
that the great combination gave the
former owners of the Unlon Steel com-
pany a clear profit of $15,000,000 or
thereabouts, which means more than 100
per cent on thelr total lovestment. It
I8 probably prepured to pay In the same
proportion for the Ohlo corporation
which it I8 seeking to buy,

The trust must do a great deal more
purchasing In order to secure the com-
plete monopoly which it undoubtedly
alms to establish, but If unchecked it
mny ultimately accomplish Its purpose.
It is suggested that what it hae already
done furnishes an Interesting object les-
son for speculitors and promoters eager
for large profits quickly won, It makes
the Steel trust, remarks the Cleveland
Tauder, a shining target for attacks by
men whose ohject Is to make the great-
est possible quantity of money in the
least possible time. It seems bardly
posaible that a monopoly of fron and
steel production can ever be established
In th's country, but there Is no doubt
tunt this Is what the men In the United
Stutes Steel corporation are contemplat-
ILg.

e e e ————
PRUTESTING MERCHANTS.

The merchants of Germany trading
with Bouth America, snd particularly
with Venezueln, are protesting sgalnst
the policy of the government toward
that country, which they reasonably
tilnk will result o a loss of business
top them. This {8 doubtless inevitable,
(or the boveott of German and British
keodls in Venezuela has already been
ncted and it Is altogether probable that
other SBouth American countries will
show thelr sympathy with the slster
state by refusing to buy German and
British goods. These countries may
quarrel among themselves, as they fre
quently do, but when a foreign power
attacks nny of them they are one In
sympathy, as has been shown In the
present lustance,

Germany has bad a very considerable
trade with Venezuela and it was steadily
gruwing. A Berlin paper Is authority
for the statement that $130,000.000 of
German capital 18 Invested In Venes-
uela, which muy be somewhat

ex-
nggerated, though undoubtedly the
amount Is large. It Is easy to

understand,  therefore, the anxlety
of German merchants In regard to
fhe possible effect of the pending trouble
upon the foture of thelr trade not only
with Venesuela, but also with the coun-
tries in sympathy with her. It has
cost them a good deal to secure this

| trade and to have It greatly reduced 'or

r
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perhaps wholly lost is a serlous matter
to them. Meanshile the course of the
United Btates in regard to the trouble
promises to prove very favorable to our
commercial relations with several of the
southern conntries. We think it will be
very generally admitted ‘that the policy
of Presldent Rooscevelt and Becretary
Hay has been eminently wise and judi-
clous,

WHAT AROUT CHARTER REVISION?

Publie discussion of the proposed
amendments to the S8outh Omaha charter
will begin this week under the ausplces
of the mayor and city council of that
town, and will doubtless be participated
In by taxpaying cltizens of all classes
and all shades of political opinion. The
churter of Omaha is, if auything, more
defective than the charter of South
Omnaha, but no steps have as yet been
tnken toward charter revision by publie
digcusgion that would enable the Doug-
las delegation to formulate charter
amendment bills in conformity with the
demnnds of taxpayers and cltizens,

While the popular mind eannot prob-
ably be diverted from the all-absorbing
Christmas distribution, preliminary steps
should be taken withont further delay
for public meetings to be held within
the ten days between Christmas and the
convening of the leglislature. An op-
portunity should be glven to representa-
tives from this county to the legislature
to nequaint themselves with the popular
demand. The Douglas delegation should
by all means be Informed and Instructed
as to the nature of the amendments that
nre Imperatively needed for efficlent and
economic munieclpal administration.

The magnitude of the Interests In-
volved should Impel the commercinl
bodles and taxpayers genernlly to make
publle declaration as to changes that
will meet their approval and changes
deemed by them detrimental to the pub-
lic interest. TTnless such Action I8 taken
Omaha will be torn up during the ses-
slon of the legislature and the city will
be scandalized by the washing of dirty
linen before leglslative committees that
can and should be avolded.

Omaha'’s prosperity has been serlously
crippled by snup judgment charter leg-
Islation rallroaded through at the tail-
end of the sesslon by lobbylsts repre-
senting contractors and corporations in-
terested In defeating charter reforms In
the interest and for the protection of the
community., The only safegunrd agalnst
such dark lantern work 1s publicity and
full and free discussion before the ses-
glon of the legisinture opens, If any
very radieal changes "in municlpal gov-
ernment are contemplated they should
be fully ventllated before they are em-
bodied Into the statute.

———

THE SYSTEM OF GRAZING LEASKS,

Any leglslation for lensing the public
land to cattlemen in Nebraska and other
western states must be consldered with
most scrupulous regard to the publle in-
terest. The public land s the heritage
of the people and any disposition of It
in large quantities, whetber by lease or
otherwise, should be jealously made and
under the most careful safeguards for
the best ultimate results,

There I8 foree In the wview that Im-
menge tracts of western land still
owned by the government are not suited
for farming nor to be taken up in quar-
ter sections by home buollders under ex-
isting Innd lawe. Much of it Is of a
character and so s!tuated that It will
not grow grain nor can It be Irrigated.
This has been demonstrated time and
again by the fallure of those who have
attempted general farming. As was
fully developed by Investigations under
the Agricultural department, the only
use that can be made of this land Is by
grazing its thin grasses, aud it has to
be done by handling It In conslderable
tracts,

These facts are well ascertained, but
they do not alter the further fact that
occupation and enclosure of the graging
Innds are in large part illegal. Many
of the cattlémen hiave gone on In viola-
tion of the law and It Is nnguestionable
that extensive fraufdls under the home-
stead and other acts have been perpe-
trated. There Is no excuse or justifi~a-
tion for a situation that has been rife
with scandal, and certalnly the time has
come when it ought to be finally wiped
out.

At present a strong disposition I8 man-
ifested to solve the question by luau-
gurating a gystem of grazing leases. If
it Is undertaken care must be taken to
impose such restrictions as will prevent
the exhausetion of the grasses and to
preserve the title safely for any future
contingeneles that may arise, for (t s
not easy to foresee all the uses that the
progress of agriculture may develop In
any particular kind of land., But the
most difficult thing to provide for will
be the securing of falr access for all to
the privileges of grazing these lands,
The jost complaint s that they have
been too much monopolized by a com-
paratively few large companies, and no
system s wanted or should bhe tolerated
that will malntain or fortify such mo-
opopoly.

It would be better to leave the law as
it Is, and to enforce Its provisions rig-
fdly against all violators than by lncon-
slderate and Ul-guarded changes to in-
augurnte on these lands a new era of
monopoly amd scandsl, and to establish
it under conditiong which It would be
more difficult than it new is to oproot,

—_—

Bome ambltious wember of the coming
Nebraska legislature ean enrn a reputa
tion for himself by procuring the enact-
ment of a law that will give the people
more prompt election returns. As It s
the newspapers have taken upon them-
selves In this state the task of gathering
glection Ngures for the beneft of the gen-
erml public—often not only without the
co-operation of the officlals in charge, but
sometimes over thelr delibernte obstruc-
tlon. The lnw should provide a com-
plete system of reports from the various
election boards to the county clerk and
from the county clerk to the secretary

TUESDAY,
penalties for willful neglect or delay to
make it worth while conforming to the
Inw, The expense within the various
cotnties should be borne by the county
and the expense of communieation to the
seoretary of state shonld he borne by the
state. The cost, however, would not bo
it all hoary compared with the satisfac-
tlon the people would get out of It

Sana
Under the new rules of the Chleago
Board of Education teachers In the ele-
mentary grades in the publlie schools
who successfully pass a promotional ex-
amination will be entitied to a ralse of
8256 a year untll their salaries reach a
maximum of $000, At the first promo-
tlonal examination, made last week, only
150 out of L100 teachers employed In
the elementary grades presented them-
selves for examination, but the test
proved eminently =atisfactory. This Is
a new departure that will donbtless be
emulated in the near future In other
eitlea, Promotions of publle school
teachers, whether In the elementary or
In the higher gradea, should be made on
merit and not on politieal pull, and those
who are best equipped and most effi-
clent shonld recelve the higher salaries
in thelr respective grades.
A—————iT—

The lowa Board of Control recom-
mends the creation of a fund, so that
when & bullding of any of the state
Institutions is destroyed by fire or other-
wise, it ean be replaced without waft-
Ing for action by the legislature, which
may not meet for a year or more. The
fire losses are distributed to the tax-
payers, but the Inconvenlence and time
that Is lost on the present system are
very serlous. Publle opinlon unani-
mously favors the hoard's plan, and It
Is in fact no more than a formulation of
business views of the people regarding
the subjeet,

Making the Old Man Puff,

Cleveland Plain Denaler,

John Bull would do well to ask himasalt
If he s wise In getting Into such fast and
reckless company. The kalser seems much
too gay for his gouty old companion.

But the Money Gets There,

Baturday Evening Post,
Congress Is divided {nto two parts. The
house originates all appropriations and the
senate appropriates all originations, Then
& jolnt committee disjoints both and de-
clden what shall be done.

Real Strennous Life.

Chieago Record-Herald,
Venegzueln has had 104 wars in seventy
YORrs. The npnumber would undoubtedly
have been Inrger it it had not been for raln
and darkness and other clreumstances that
were beyonfl human control.

Where Do the Profits Got

Philndelphin Record,

One of the most unfathomable mysteries
of the age Is: What becomes of the profita
of the conl Industry? The mine operators
mike nothing, ‘mor do the carrying compa-
nles, nor the wholesale dealers, nor the re-
tatlers, nor the miners, It appears to be a
bad business all around.

Flattering Vote of Confidence,

Minneapolis Journal.

When Presldent Roosevelt proposed to
Great Britain and Gérmany that they sub-
mit the Vonezuelsn matter to The Hague
tribunal they proposed In reply that he do
the arbitrating bimself. That Is a flatler-
ing vote of confidence in our government
and particularly in our courageous and up-
right chief executive. The American people
are not the only people who have acquired
a high {dea of Theodore Roosevelt,

Limit of Service in Philippines,

Indianapolis Journal,

A recent roster of the Unlted States
troops In the Philippines shows that thers
are nona whose service there began earller
than September, 1600, and a considerable
number who arrived there In 1901 and 1902,
Three years Is about the limit of time that
American soldlers ought to serve there con-
tinuously, and it will probably be the poliey
of the government to change them as often
as that.

TWAIN'S TRIRUTE TO REED.

Humorist Touches Upon the Pathos of
the Statesman's Death.

Mark Twaln in Harper's Weekly.

He wore no shell. His ways were frank
and open, and the road to his large sym-
pathles was straight and unobatructed. His
was & pature which invited affection—ecom-
pelled tt, in fact—and met It half way.
Hupce he was “Tom' to the most of his
#riends and to half of the nation. The ab-
breviating of such a man's name & n pat-
ent of nobility, and is conferred from the
heart. Mr. Reed had & very stroog and
decided character, and he may bave had
enemles, 1 do not know. If he had them,
outside of politics, they did not know the
man. He was transparently honest and
honorable, there were no furtivencsses
about him, and whoever came to koow him
trusted him and was not disappointed. He
wis wise, he wan shrowd and alert, he was
a clear and capable thinker, logleal rea-
soner and a strong and convincing speaker,
His manner was casy and engaging, his
speoches sparkled with feliclities of phras-
ing threwn off without apparent eoffort,
and wheén be needed the baPpy help of
humor he bad a mine of it as deep and rich |
ss Kimberley to draw from. His servicea
to his country were great, and they were
gratefully acknowledged.

1 cannot remember back to a time when
he was not “Tom'" Reed to me, nor to a
time when he would have been offended at
belng so addressed by me. I cannot remem-
ber back to & time when I could let him
alone In an after-dinner speech If ho was
present, nor to a time when he did not
tuke my extravagances concerniug him and
misstatements about him in good parl, nor
yet to a time when he 414 net pay them
back with usury when his ture came, The
lnst wpecch bho made was at my birthday
dinner at the end-of November, when natur-
ally 1 was bhis text. My last word Lo him
was In & letter the next day; a day later
1 was f{llustrating =« fantsstie article on
“Art" with his portralt among others—a
portrait now ta be lald reverently away
amung the jests that begin lo humor and
end in pathos. These things happened only
elght days sgo, and now he la gone from
us, and the natiom s speaking of him as
one who wae. |t seems incredible, impos-

ible. Such » man, such a triend, seems to
us & permanent possession; his vanishing
from our midst |s unthinkable, a® unthink-
able as was the vanishing of the Cam.
panile, that had stood for a thousand years
and was turned to dust (o a moment.

1 have ne wish, at this time, to enter
upon lght snd humorous reminlscences con-
nected with yachting voyages with Mr. Reed
in vorthern and southern sess, nor with
other rocreations tn his company in other
places—they do not belong Iu this paper,
they do not lovite me, they would jar upon
me. 1 have only wished to may how fine
and beautiful was his 1fe and character,
and to tuke him by the hend and say good-
bye, as to a fortunate friend who haa done

.otmu‘:hu-mn_nua«:lnmi

qu his work and goss & pleasant journey.
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There is a Santa Claus

Phtladelphin Ingulrer

Some ignorant and superserviceabls per-
pond can always be found at this time of
year who think they are callad upon to ré.
form the human race by saying there s
no such person as Santa Clsus or Kris
Kringle, and that to teach ehlldren bellof in
such a mythical personage is |dlotle und
mibversive of good morals, We have re-
celvod a lotter from a little tol to whom'
rumors of this kind have come and ahe
wants our opinion on the subject. We give
it gladly. Of course thore in a S8anta Claus,
Don't belleve anyone who tells you to ithe
vontrary. Ths Ingqulrer Is nearly 76 yeara
old, and It has been one of (s grandest
pleasures annuslly to chronlels s appoar-
ance and distridbution of rich gifta. If we
bellaved thers were no Banta Claus or that
he would not arrive on scheduls time this
week we should foel Mke golng out of busi-
nens, for life would scarcely be worth liv-
ing.

Our lttle correapondent nead not he wor-
ried by the arguments produced, such s
that it would be impossible for Santa Claus
to do all the work In one night, or that no
one has evor seen him or that if he Is ans
good as he s claimed he would distribute
his presenta better. Such arguthents as
those have been brought agalnat every good
man and every good Inatitutlon that ever
existed. A very wise man wrote a book to
prove that Napoleon never llved, and he
made n very good argument, too, but that
d14 not alter the facts. It is true that
Santa Claus has a big job ahead of him, but
he is ruled by love, and love Is the most
powerful thing tn the world. It can do any-
thing and has been the mainspring of all
the good things the world haa ever known.

1t Is also trus that Santa Claus Is never

sern, but that ta his ewn affalr. Nelther
has anyone ever asan love or goodnaas of
any kind, but we know that they exist and
that without them life would not be worth
lNving. Also st times he seems to some of
us to be unfalr In his discrimination In the
matier of gifta, but Be usually mansgos to
have something for averyone, and at least
all of us oan get e much love and biless-
Ings an we want. That Is because ha
comes to calobrate the birth of the Christ
child, through Whom the world i being
muds bettar and better all the tima. It in
pot always the material things which bring
the mont happiness, and aurely there are
sotme rich peopls who seom to be the most
missrable on earth. Banta Claus brings
the best things in abundance to all who
want them.

Burely there is a Banta Clana. When
you find all the kindnean gone out of the
world, when all people hate each other and
try to do all manner of evil, when the
earth becomes unendurable, them you can
belleve there Ia no Santa Claus, and not
before. But so long as there are loviog
words and tender hearta and unselfiahness,
o long as people love to help each other
and make sach otbher happy, Just so long
you may belleve that Santa Claus Is the
moat real person in the world and you
must pay no attention te people who will
not believe anything excapt they see |t
Thees are the blindest people In the world.
“The things that are unseen are staraal”
eald one of the best and wisest men who
ever lived, and it 18 true,

Banta Claus may not bring us all the
things we want; perhaps that would not be
good for us, but he will bring us joy, and
that is always good,

BITS OF TWASHINGTON LIFE.

Minor Scenes and Incidents Sketched
On the Spot.

Half a dozen senators called on the presi-
dent recently to talk about some Important
position which was about to be filled, The
senators found Mr, Roosevelt more inclined
to discuss “Bill"" Bewall, the noted Maine
guide, from whom he had just received a
letter. Finally one of the seoators sald:
“Mr. Prosident, you seem to be much inter-
ested In this gulde.”” *'Yes, senator, I am,”
replled the preaident. “'BIill {5 an interost-
ing man and a real friend. He is the only
mian 1o the United States who on writing
to the president about am office or any-
thing else pddresses him as ' Friend
Theodore." ™

“Uncle Joe” Cannon was opposing the
plaza feature of the new Union station bill,
Uncle Joe ia agalnst the contemplated
echeme for beautifylng Washington on gen-
oral principles and he never misses an op-
portunity to protest. *'1 wore my old slouch
hat one day,” he sald, “and went over to
the Congressional library, where they have
the models of this great scheme for beautl-
fring Washington. The man In charge
wlzed me up right the very first time as a
countryman from Illinols.

“What's 1t all about? I asked,

""He told me In detall. ‘How much will
it cont? 1 naked again.

“'The cost Is estimated at
million dollars,’

" 'Great Scott!” I sald.
stand 1ty

* ‘Bure,
stand it.'*

& thousand
"Will the prople

he roplied. ‘They've got to

Representative Champ Clark of Missouri
once gave some vivid verbal sketches of
Mr. Reed which the latter's friends rec-
ognized as true to life, ‘

“In the greenback year In Maine'' sald
Mr, Clark, "he escaped defoat by only 115
majority. When he went to supper he
thought he was defeated. When he re-
turned to headguarters after supper his
followers set up & mighty shout. Not hav-
Iog heard of his election, he sald  to them:
‘You are making a tremendous fuss aver
the corpse.’ In relating that focident in
his life he naively remarked: ''The coun-
try came near losing the invaluable serv-
fees of n great statesman on that oceasion.'

Army and navy officers are enjoylng a
hearty chackle over the discomfiture of a
well known retired officer who is a familiar |
figura at several clubs, reports a Washing- |
ton correspondent. This officer has a son |
of considerable promlse, but of tender |
years. A few years ago, 8o the story goes,

the officer married a fortune and soon after ' south, at Talladego, where now stands a

discovered that he had heart disease and
went on the retired lat. *Jack,” sald a |
visitor to the son the other day, "“what
are you going to be when you grow up?"
““Well,”” sald the S-year-old, with grave
deliberation, “I've been thinking of that |
for some time and 1 think that when I'm a |
man I'll get heart disease and go on the
retired list, just llke papa.”

It is the declared experience of all Arctie |
and Antarctie travelers that which s com-
monly called in temperate reglons "uw|
weather” is much more trying than the
rigors of extreme high or low latitudes.
This view !s emphatically shown by Lleu-
tenant Peary, whom a Chicagoan saw in
Washipgton this week. It was rather a |
chilly afternoon and the man of Aretlo
fame was clotely wrapped In a heavy over- |
cont, the collar turped up over his ears. |
He sat just over a heater in & street car
and the Chicagonn, who felt quite comfort- |
able on the platform, was much lu!priled.1
|

L

The Washington correspondent of the New
York Evening Post writes: The annual
miracle |s agein to be chromicled. George
Grabam Vest s still alive and in the |
United States senate, keen, alert and strong |
of mind. The robust, llke McMillan, drop |
out: old-timers like Hawley fall and ntarl
away, but Vest, & physical shadow, scarcely
able to stand alone, returns year after year, |
A tew woeks ago his won, well and hearty |
in the morning, sank ip & night and died. |
But this wonderful Nitle giant peoms |
destined to live on in spite of all pre-
dictions and appearances. As long ago a8
the struggle over ihe treaty of peace with
Spaln in the early months of 1865 the |
newspapers speculated on the effect his
death would have on the final roll call for
ratifcation. When hs was. brought into
the senate to oast his vole he looked tho|
frallest man who had ever mustered energy
enough to get to the capltol. He has been
failing graduslly since, but Is still on Juty |
whenever he can be. His remarks at the |
last sesslon, In the discussion of the
Hampton Rouds conference, wera made
peculiarly lmpressive by thelr allusion to
the faot that he was the only survivor of '
the senats of the confederacy, and he added
that as he should not be long in joluing his
twontiy-five colleagues on the cther slde, in
justice to their memory he wished to offer |
the historical
presented.

The appolutment of a day for eulogies on |
the late Sesator Sewell of New Jursey
recalls a reminiscence of that gentlaman.
He was on the appropriations committee
and on one ocoasiop he and Congressman |
Cannon were on a coaference committes,
They disagreed about something and
vach showed & good deal of stubbornnasi.
Pinally Cannon sald: "“"Well, gentlemen, 1
am propared Lo stay here untll the senator
glves In" Turning to the elerk of the ap-~
propriations committes Genoral Bowell said
quietly: "Mr. Cleaves, will you have wy

T — B - - -

sorrection which he tlwnl

meals served here until further orders?™
Mr, Cannon stared aghast, made some con-
cosslon and eventually thea trouble was
smoothed over. In talking about it later
“Unecle Joe" sald: "1 always bow to the
will of the majority—first, becauses I can't
help myself, and, second, because I fre-
quently have found the majority wiser than
myself."”

Benator Wellington of Maryiand has n
mysterious admirer, He Is about as much
surprised that anyone should single him
out as an object of admiration as Is any-
oné who has watched his erratic political
course. One day when he sat down to
his desk he found a large bunch of Amer-
lean Beauty romses. No card accompanied
the gift. A few days Iater he found an-

other and much larger sheaf of the same |
attached to which was o onrd |

flowers,
bearing the warda ""Semper Fidelis.” There
was no name and none of the pages or at-
tendants could learn how the roses reached
hin desk. The senator is getting a bit
pervous over this mysterious manifesta-
tion,

FPERSONAL NOTES.

Joaquin Miller has made a great deal of
money out of his lands In Texan.

Congressman Beldler of Cleveland owna
mines In the Massillon Alstriet from which
about 750,000 tons of coal ia taken an-
nuaily, but he s uniable to obtaln fuel for
hia home In Washington.

A boltle dropped Into the sea by a New
York man has found {ts way to Hnpgland,
where it was picked up on Chesil beach.
Interesting, but, of ecourse, the best bot-
tles travel in the opposite direction.

The will of the late Herbert R. Blshop of
New York leaves $55,000 to instal In the
Metropolitan Muscum of Arts his extra-
ordinary collection of jades, which he gave
to the institution Iast April, This will
mnke the museum possessor of the richest
treasure of thie sort in the country.

According to the statement of Walter
Damrosch, leader of the celebrated Phil-
barmonie orchestra, Andrew Carnegle
offered to give $500,000 to perpetuate that
organization if others would subsocribe as
much, so as to make the permanent fund
$1,000,000.

No publle document bearing King Ed-
ward's signature ls ever carrled by post-
men, though the king's private letters are
usualily Intrusted to the ordipary post.
Wherever the king may be two king's mes-
sengers or more leave London every day
bearing official papers that his majesty
must deal with immediately,

When the Jate Genepsl Wager. Bwayne
was military governor of Alabama he es-
tablished the first achool for negroes In the

college bearing his pame. He also Issued
a military order permitting the use of
nogro eovidence, the exact wording of
which was incorporated in the constitution
of the state and has been followed by the
other states formerly in rebellion.

Senator Clark of Montaoa is supposed to
be worth nine figures, but when he arrived
in New York from BEurope with his nlece a
fow days ago he did not have money
enough to redeem his  baggage. The
amount was §1,600 and he tendered his
check, but the customs oficer could not mc-
cept It, as the rules of the department
expressly demand payment In “gold or its
equivalent.”” The senator went to hia hotel
and later sent Bis representative with the
required amount in satisfactory form.

The Job Pays Well,

Cincinnat! Enquirer (dem.)

Colonel Bryan's material prosperity may
be looked upon as a vindication of the pol-
lcy of keeping right on runniog for the
presidency after the close of the polls
He has kept in the publie eye and has
maintained himeelf as the organ of a large
part of the population.

THE OLD RELIABLE

Absolutely Pure
THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE

——— —
LIGHATS AND OUR EYES,

Medical Opinfon Concerning Mecent
J Statements.,

Amerlean Medicine,

In our lssues of Maroh 8 and April 6, 1002,
1 wa notliced the newspaporinh deluston that
falling eyesight 1s a result of elvilization,
and that the proof of this is In the {nereased
‘use of spectacles, We sald that the saf-
fron-colored medieal jJournals would soon
be echoing this noneense. This has come
true, and we road In our contemporaries
that “falling eyesight is the deplornble but
unavoldable comcomitant feature of ad-
’Tll‘lﬂd elvilization,” that the habit of wenr-
ing glasson 18 the proof of this, & habit
" growing not only In Germany, but all ever
the world, and that gas and the electrio
| llght have much to do with this eyesight
, fallure, possibly, also, dust and fog. and
traveling underground, The cure advocated
is that “an Individual should avold poring
over small print by artificial lHght, except
when absolutely necessnry.” Poor news-
paperdom! To write without thinking,
without any knowledge of the faots, and
without seeking any knowledge, la 86 eany
that in the stilted languaige quoted, it seoms
' a deplorable but unavoldable concomiant
feature of advanced civilizatlon" A little
time ago thise same writer explalned that
the {ll-health of Carlyle wan dus to “‘the
losanilary and sedentary existence he led.”
He did not care to learn that Carlyle’s “'ex-
istence’ was not insanitary and absolutely
not aedentary, becauss he exercised in the
opon alr the gremter part of the waklhg
portion of every day. In the samo way our
contemporary advises the uge of the rushe.
lights and tallowdips of our ancestors in-
stead of our superior gus and electrio lghts,
Spectacies, we may udd, are not a proof of
falling eyesight, as thers s no salentifle
proof whatsoever that the evesight of civ-
1lized people In falling, and there (s ovoery
reason to belleve that it s Improving, It
there wers proof of falling eyesight the
cure for it s not o "avold the poring.”
but to get proper spectiaclea for the porer,

POINTED REFLECTIONS,

Baltimore American: Spartacvus—1 wons
der why the Indlans used just one pipe
in their concllintory conferences?

Smuartlcus—HBeciuse they didn't have &
pipe aplece,

Detrolt Free Press: Mother—Are
Christmas preparations quite

ear
Daughter (home from hnurmnF
for the holldaya)—0Oh, yes, mother!
one stocking all mended.

New York Sun: Mrs, Benham—1 smell
amoke.

Benham—Keep qulet; I don't want every-
body to know that 1 bought this suit at a
fire sale,

your
complete,

sthool
1 have

Harper's Bazar: The Parson—Your wite,
wir, in r.ri;lns to run my church.

Wither ¥y=If that i really the ciase the
only thing for you to do I8 to joln my
poker club,

New York Tribune: Diogenes was hunt
lrlq for a flat.

“Bul,"” he execlalmed,

"you advertise five
rooms nnd a bath.

Where In the bath?'
‘The bath?"' repeated the janitor, non-
chalantly, *“Oh, yes! You take that befora
vou come here.”
Pléassd with the fdes, the old eynie pur-
chased & tub, and henceforth was never
seen without It

Washington Btar: "A schator must at-
tach a great denl of importance to in-
fluence, must he not?’ sald the young man
who la ledrning the polities business,

“Yes'" answered Senator Sorghum, “In-
Auence and afMuence.”

MY sECRET.

8. W. Glllllan in Baltimore American,
Though you be wiser fur than I,

1 cannot envdy you,
The busy world has countless ways
I may not learn, ‘tis true,
Yet one grand truth I've won at last,
From which the lore of all the past
And all the coln that eo'sr was ocasy
Could never make me part:
I've found the secret door that leads
Into the human heart.

H)\:tholoﬂ's a blur to me,

11 history‘'s & blank—

1 know not who won Waterloo,

The allles or the Frank,

Yet while 1 know tha hidden road

Down which the tdes of care have flowed
That lent a human henrt lis load,

Content I'll pluy my part,

And gd full oft the way that leads

Intb the human heart.

For he who finds the path by which
The heurtachee come and go,

Who speaks the sympathetic word
That lightens human woe,

Will aye be loved by those who feel
His tenderness abowt him steal;
From him they ecare not to concoal
The tears that fain would start,

I'm glad | know the door that leads
Into the human heart

We are ver

proud of uic
fact that doc-
turs so gener-
ally indorse
Ayer's Cher-
ry Pectoral.
There aretwo
reasons for
this: First,
we send the
formula to
any physician
upon request;
and, second,
the physician

sees for himself that the medicine is all we claim for it
We make no extravagant claims, We raise no false hopes.

Aver’s
Cherry Pectoral

Sixty years of experience make us believe that this is the
best medicine in the world for colds, coughs, croup, bron-
chitis, and sl! other throat and lung troubles. And the doctors

agree with us.
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Thees sless ¢ Dic, B0c., §1.00.

J. € AYLR CO., Lowell, Mass.




