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Toys that Tickled the Tots Before the Days of Santa Claus

(Copyright, 12, by T. C. MeClure.)
HILDREN'S toys In this year of
grace are so claborate that good
old-fashloned folk are fAlled with
amazement, and make up thelr
minds that the little people of
today are of a brand diMferent from those
of the last generation, On the surface
they are quite right, too It dora look as
If the modern chlld was essontially differ-
ent from his brother of years ago, but
the difference I8 largely superficial

The toys of today are elnborate, but they
are Just the sanme kind of toys that have
always delighted children. Every boy and
girl who laborsg today Lo Indite a fine, clear
letter (o Santih Clsus wants just about
what every other boy and girls wants
What la more, tach wants just the same
things that boys and girls always have
wanted, The (dea of the toy remalns today
cssontinlly what It was when the first affed
tlopate cave man took the baby on his knee
and hacked away at o bit of wood Tor (s
edifiemtion. There Is proof a-plonty of this
reseded from the depths of the earth each
yoar,

The adult's lHie of today la Hitle encugh
like that of even 100 years ago. A worthy
gentlemnn of the powderod queue period
would feel utterly at a logs In any club of
auy city, bereft of snuffbox, finding few men
of the "four-bottle' wvariety, forbidden to
defend hiz honor with the sword, wholly
out of touch with the conversation about

ptocks and bonds and sirikes

But tuke & chlld not of 100, or of 1000,
but of 2400, or 3,000 ur 4,000 yeurs Ago
and there would be small hiatus between
him and the little ones of the modern
NUrsery Thelr games, thelr toys, even
thelr fairy stories, would seem to him
gquite like those that amused him before
the Death Angel carrfed him away from
his eastern home, ceénturles ago For the
child, fn a world of change, I8 @terual

Walk through any of the great toy shops
and yvyou see dolls thai cost $200 or $300
Presumably these are bought by someone,
and perhapa they do not apoll the unfortu-
pate child's Imagination, and again perhaps
they do, The dolls of the Hittle girls of long
ago were quite ns satisfactory to their
young mothers, that s cortaln; and these
proud creatures of 1902 are only thelr fash-

lonable sisters The family Hkeoess |s
marked
The animals of today eory “moo’” and

vhan' and “wee wee" in sure enough volees
but they are only the old, old toys hecome
pophisticated, They cost dollars upon dol-
lars, and if the sun goes down on Chrisimas
day leaving them unbroken it will be merely

because the childrén are more sophiaticatod
utill, and prefer the lttle automoblles and
the performing gentlemen who cost $200 or
$300,

But today's collection of millooaire lve
stock has some renson for putting on alrs
Tholr tamily tree |s ever so many thousands
of yeurs old, It can be traced back as
clearly as need be for forty long centurics

Never were children’s toys so ¢laborate
as todny, One would think that the light of
fancy had gone out In every childish braln
and that nothing not absolulely obvious
could by nny chance appeal to the chlidish
mind. The good old-fashioned brand of in-
fant which sought out a stick or old bottle
and "loved” it energetically all doy 18 at a
digcount now Her dolls come very near to
pollte conversation In French and German
As for the boys, they can learn a trade
from the automatic toys that Santa Cluns
will put In thelr stockings if he has money
enough

But In spite of appearances fashions In
games and toys are the only fashlons which
romain the same forever. Today's fashions
may share the modern tendency towards
eomplexity, but the prinelple of them all
I# unchanging. From the tomba of Egypt
they dig today playthings which, recov-
ered with gay paint, might pass unnoticed
smong & (wentleth century child's belong-
Ings And when chlldren grow tired and
geck thelr mother's laps with the world-
old demand for a story, the. tales the moth-
ers tell are strangely like those of old
centurica—all allke, whether told under the
shiudow of the young pyramids or under the
shndow of the American echool houss

Almost as much i@ known of the child
lite of two or three thousand years ago As
of that of a century ago A sweot and
gentle bellef that relgned In the hearts of
the ancient Egyptians has enabled us to
learn &ll about thelr lttle ones' lives
When a child dled, long ago, its spirit, ac-
cording to thelr faith, began another sim-
ilar existence, and they who loved the lttle
ene could not bear to think that im the
world of shadows (helr child should have
nothing to play with, S0 the weeplng
motkers gathered up the favorite toys and
put them in the small graves, there to lle
until eager hands, thousands of years later,
should break In upon the child's rest aod
take out the playthings that love had put
beside him

Perhaps the archacologists are so Intent
on deciding the exact period to which the
findings belopged that the human side of
the mattor does not come Into thelr minds
but If archasologists were women thelr

mother henrt
darling's playthings
remembrance,
little one might have something to bear It
¢ompany on the long journey that even tiny
feet must travel alone,

Thesa findings In tiny graves of the past
that children of the Pharoahs bad

There were dolls, of course

pithy remarks which are the stock In trade

were fine ladies, for all that

their wardrobes,
very complete,
and bedsteads
eluborate pattern, and sedan chalrs to take
the air in, and, crowning glory, Inckeys @

dolng pretly
no doubt that
were better off than
a few hundred years

age, and there Is
the children of the
children of onls

thousands of yenrs pos

of wood or gtone, nnd often were

deep ghadow

Animals on wheels could be pulled around
then as pow, and were tralled In the wak

down the strect

They were well mads

of modern toy

In the time of Aristotl

toys that danced through some contrivi

found a place

were played without toys

S0 many toys are dug up that one might
be tempted to think that time had not
denlt Kindly with children In building
gchool houses and printing books, If
wore not for n pile of couy books as high
us that of playthings, 1If a dead chlld must
hive hig toys, In order not to be¢ lonely
in the “unknown bhourne,” it was oqually
important that he should earry with him
his eredentials to show that In thig world
be wns a good scholor and earefully taught.
8o his papyrus school bhooks went Into the
grave, too. They are imposing even today.

Bulls are often excavared, and it was ap
parently considered great sport to play a
game of ball, each boy sitting on the

shoulder of some other hoy. This com
bination of bLall and leap frog would be
rather strenuous even for foothall-playing
bove of today

In ancient Egypt boys of good family had
much to learn. Thore were two lnngunges
to begin with, the common and the Hiterars
and ithen all sorts of mathematical prob
lems hnd to be solved The Nile, In over
flowing Its banks, obliterated bsndmarks
and lond surveyings Was o very nocessn
part of a hoy's schooling

Geomelry and astronomy were taueht to
every boy nt an early age. nnd Iif he d4id

not learn there was a supple rod o walt
ing for him

in learning to wrlts then as now, the

children copled wise savings and stories

One of the maxims to copy which must
hawve been o great joy ru ot no day
PASS n idleness, for then thou wilt b
Togeed A bov's ears are In his back and a
flogeging makes him hear. Even these ter
rible warnings, however, did not prevent
boys from seribbling all over thelr copy
books, Sketches of animals, and what may
be caricatures of teachers appear on mansy
it 1Hj~}t-vnk.

Scholars did not always have to copy
maxims however Falry talea were much
in evidence, too They have n singularly
familiar sound. One of the most popular b
ging In this way:

"There wns once a king who had no s
He desired a son and prayed the
give him one, which was ordered hy 11

Bt

The Hathors, or Fates, consult at his birth
and declded that he shall die by the bite of
y» snake, o erocodlle or a dog. The king was
greatly troubled when he heard this He
built o groat castle In the midst of a wond

1l furnished It with all that was bhest In
he palace, and set keepors over ind I

bade the child to go bevond

Does not this sound like the opening of

many & fairy tale of today, especially that
of the Sleeping Beauly? The story poes on
to recite how the prince, grown 1o man-
hood, saw and loved a beputiful girl, whom
he married. They loved ecach other dearly,
and when the prince went beyond the palace
in the wood the falthful wife kept watch
over him. He s nearly hittgn by a serpent,
but she saves him. Then the slory breaks
off,

It would be pleasant to know {if the wife
gaved him from all dangers, but, unforiu-
nately, the Egyptians' revercence for the
word of the Fates probably gave a different
ending. Besides, before the story ends, the
prince had also geen ant loved a dog which
had followed him fnithfully for years. The
love between them was so greal that the
prince would not part from his four-footed
friend, even though he knew that death
might result, It would he too bad to have
him die from his falthful dog's bite, as per-
haps he Md, so It is Just as well that thers
16 o ending to this 4lory of long ago

FEven a bit of it goes 1o prove that civili-
eation may come and clvilizitlion may go,
but childhood will remain the same untll
the bhig btnll enlled earth shrivels up an!

goes wandering, a pale 1l
b«

ghos!, smong

warm young worl

Love Story in Curves

Baltimore Ameriean He loved her de-
votedly He was also bow-legged. Both
f & gave him pain at times. He passed {1

by with a rueful smile, when she merrily
tid that his aMiction gave him surh

h leok, and that., after nll, he was a
pretty good sort when you got on to his

irves, He bore it patient)y when she re-
hie walk as a parenthetical prog-
ress. But he rebelled and broke the en-
gagement when she called her pet dog
through the wicket formed by his legs,

“1I may not be so overly ornamental,’
sald he, “but I emphatically object to bein
made useful so unseasonably early [o th
game!"

forred to

Shop Talk

Baltimore Amerlcan Mrs. Gabbher—An
your husband Is purchasing agent for a w
terproo! house?

Mra, Blabber—Yes, he does all the se-
lecting and buying of gutta percha, ete

Mrs, Gabber—Then he
and frequent trips abroad

Mrs. Binbber—Frequent, but net log
He goes away and rubbers around for
few weeks at a streteh. and then files rf
back—Ob, it's & suap!
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must make long




