Charles Aldrich, Curator Iowa Department of History

UT FEW men of the west have hid
thelr 1ife work crowned so ap-
propriately as Charles  Aldrich
of Town. He (8 a newspapet
min, o true Journnslist of the old

s higol, eduented at the case and develuped
by yenrs of ardious labor in his chosen
field. He §8 one of the ploncer newspaper
tilitors of Towu, his carecr dating from
1847, Years ago he began to take a deep
interest |n the history of hia state, In
those thinges which are g0 easlly forgotten
but which go to make up the story of the
tute's grandeur, About the same time ho
bevame a collector,. He gathered auto-
graphs and historical documents and pho-
tographs of grest  mhen His ¢arcer had
glven him a wide acqualntance. He pre-

pared & collection wilich wag of rare merit

As the vearg went on hig collection of an-
lographs and manuscripts became so val-
wable that he degired the state to take
ctire of the same for the benefit of fuarur
generntions. Out of this has grown the
lowa historical department and the bhein
tiful “Hall of History,” which I8 being
rapldly filled with the choleest treasures
of the state pnd over which Mr. Aldrich
presides. It 8 a noatural ooteome of his
1ife work, his haopes and ambitions; and
Mre. Aldrich Is devoting the closing yvoat
of an notive 1ife to this work which moeans
S0 much to the fature of lowih and for
whicth he will be remembered  through
mnny gonerations

Charles Aldrieh was horn In Chautsugun
coulty., New York, in 1828, and in 1846 h
enterdd the ofMice of the Western Literary

Mesgonger in Buffalo to loarn thoe printer’s

tradde.  He followed his vocation in various
towns of New York and Pennsylvania and
established the Cattaraugus  Sachem ar
Randolph. N, Y., in 18, In 1857 he came
to Towdn and estnbligshed  the Hamilton
Freeman at Woebster City, then a village
He at ence took a high position in politios
nnd gave his support to James W, Grimoes
for senntoy Subzequently Mr. Aldrich was
editor of the Pubuque Times and  later

bought and edited the Marshall Times, now
the Marshalltown  Times-Republican, At
ather times he has been contected aditori-

ally with the Waierloa Courler, Councll
Blufts Nonparefl and the Chleago Inter
Oeonn,  He locked up his oMiee In Webstor

City and went to wiar a8 an adjutant In the
Thirtyv-second lown., In 1860, 18462 1864

Gleams

N JUDGE NEELY'S court,

Chicago

d Young muan wns on trinl for
highway robbery, The victim, n
girl, testified that the man who

robbed her was of the same bulld
and appearance as the prisoner and had a
mustache just like hle, For the defens
Lawyer ¥, J Houlilban put on the stand the
prisoner's sweethenrt, with whom lie had
been keeping company for three yours, She
awore that at the time of ithe robbery the

prisoner wore no mustache and was olean

shaven, Other witnessos corroberatoed hor

“Well, you ¢an stop at thuat,”" at length
sald Judge Noely., "We can belleve 1l
voung lIady She's the most competent

witness as to whether he had o mustache or
nol and I know the renson why.”

The prigoncr was decharged

Lawyer Abe Hummel s auihority for th
statement, guoted by the New York Times
that if bachelors who wish to avold breach
of promise suits will use telegraph blinks
In dolng thelr proposing they will alwnys
keop on the safo side He hasesa this asscy
tion on an Incldent In 4 Westehester county
hreach of promise case, In which Mr. Hum
mel appeared for the defendant. The plain
s lnwyer began to road the alleged pro
posal of the defendant to the jury, as h
appeared on o message blank, He began
with “My dearest Loulsn.'*

CHARLES ALDRICH

of Mirth Whic

please, this dovument (8 parily
partly weitten

the
printed and
By all the rules of evidenee

the plaintiff cannot offer parts of that in-
strument, He must read It all”

The opposing lawyer protested that the
printed motter hid nothing te do with the
case, and that the foct that the proposal
Wig writien on g telegraph blank was an
gocldent. The court ruled that everything
on the blank should be read. Reluctantly
the plaintin's counsel read

“There Is no linbility on necount of this
moetisage unless the same I8 repeated and
then only on condition that the elnim s
mide within thirty davs In writing.” And
then, after the slgnature, “"Yours lovingly

John followed, "N, B.—HRead enrefully the

conditions at the top."
It didn't take the jury long to rendor o
verdiet,
—p—
“Don’t make the mletake of bullving o

wiliness on ercss-examipation,”

Juilge Wi

llam K. Towpsend of the Unlicd Sines
cireult eourt advised a class in the Yale
Low school. It only makes him obs'inate

and wary., 1 have found that the best way
I=2 to agree with him and flatter him until
he forgeis you're treving to trap him and
gives himself away, When I was counsel
far the New York, New Haven & Hartford
Rullrond company the rosd for

wng sueil

Results of Excavations by Local Investigators

INDIAN BONES UNEARTHED ON WAHNOD HILL.—Fhoto by A. L
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amd 1870 Mr
lown

Aldrich wags chief elerk of e
of ropresentatives, He wos
commissioners appointed by
Mresident Grant settle the Des Molnes
river land troubles, He woas ol
the United States geologle survey In 185

Eizhteen yoars ago the state legislature
accepted the gift of Mre, and Mrs, Alrich
of thelr splendid eollection of autographs
nnd moanuscripts and It was agreed thot
the should be kept intact amd
In proper The collection remnlined
In the state library for several years, bat
In 1892 the historical department of
eatablished and Mr, Aldrieh was
curator In 1508 n building ereciol
by the state, which but a part 1
bullding planned and which will ultimately

houwde
one¢ of thoe
o

e ver

collection

CRARCS,

Town
was mnde
WiR

Is

of

e one of the finest historical buailding
of the country

Mr. Aldrich, as curator of the historienl
department, s devoting his life to his
tearicnl research and colloction In hiin
piinstnking, persistent, enthusinstic way
he has made  wonderful progrogs s
original collection is being ndded to year
by yenr und new features are Wing Intre
dueed Here are nutographs of hundroed
of the men known to fame the worlil over
of this generatlon and of the past, In all
wilks of Ufe and of nll kin's The col
leetion of manuscripts relating directly tn
lown affalrs Is Increasing Mr. Aldrich has
ransaeked the records at Washington for
manuseripts and valuabla letters.  Then
hias a great collection of natural history
specilmens,  of goeologl apechimens, o]
anclent pottery, of Indian curlos, of guns

and weapons of all kinds, of curtous artil
lery from all parta of the world, of char
acteristie werstern voelhicles and Imploments

and utensile illustrating early westorn

The ecollegtion of histovieal portralts Is
viry fine and s inereasing rapldly The
file of newspapers of early lown s the
most complete extant and the colleetion of
historicnl books 8 large Everything re
lating to lowa history Is being gathered
in the “Hall of History” to form the
nucleus of a great historical collection
worthy of the state of lowa,

It Is to the genlus and  devotion of
Charles Aldrich that the siate of [owa
owes the establishment of a work which
Ig destined to continue Inereasing in im
portance through the years He I8 living
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hing wrounght

olil age 1o enjoy that which h

Frees Her Mind

h Brighten Solemn Court Proceedings

who clidmd
that right arm, whith looked sound
vnough, had been injured Iin a wreck
that he could not ralse It above his walst.

dimages by a stalwart fellow
his

B0

" 'You say you're unable to move your
right arm freoely? 1 asked him plensantly.

"WiYes, ain'

““What a pity!" sald 1. '‘Now just how
far can you raise it?

“Only so high,' sald he, lfiing 1t with
A palnful grimace to his walst

 “Poo bad, too bad,' 1 sympathized, 'And
hefore this accldent 1'11 wager you wers

physleally a mateh for any man.’

“You bet I was,” he assented warmly,

“oiAand could swing thut arm around as
well as the next fellow?”

“'Better,” he declarea

“1Just show us how high you could ralse
it then,' I asked quickly.

“OUAway up bere!” he answered, holsting
his arm straight over hig head with un
waory enihusinsm."

.

Good stories, savs M. A, 1., have a trick
of repeating themselvoes The classic jest
of “Daft Davie”™ with I'rof. Blackie about
the horseshoe has just been reponted in
vl 1ife In the eourse of the extraordinnry
Styddert remount case in Ireland “Dan
Devie'' wns what we call in Ireland an
omadhaupn—a congenlal Wiot with a spark
of cunning in him—who loved to take

Among the

WAHOO HILL COLLECTION OF

out of the Edinburgh dons. Pleking
up & horseshoe one aany on the High street
he approached Prof. Blackle and asked him
If, with all his learning, he could say what

rises’

It was. A horseshoe.” sald Dlackie, "The
gshoe of a horse?” queried “Daft Davie.™
“The shoe of a horse,” echoed the profes
gor, with the good-humored smile he ever
reserved for those whom he coensldered
true Scottish “originals.” An’ hoo do ye
ken ony better than ‘Daft Davie,” ™ sald the
omadhaun, “that It lsnn a mare's shoe?
S0 much for Edinburgh. Now for Eunle
One of the witnesses was asked, “INd you
soll Major Suddert a horse?' “No, sor.”
'DId your futher sell Major Studdert i
horse?* *“No. sor” “Did yvour grand-
father s¢ll him o horse?" "Nop,  sor”
“Well, then, did any member of your fum
Iy sell Major Studdert anything?’ “Yes
gor.”! “*“Who did, then?" *I i, san"’
“And what did vou sell Major Studdery?”
*1 gold him a mare, sor:"  The counsel snt
dewn and the court roared

“That makes me think,” safd the  tall
man quoted by the "New York Tribune
“"how Colonel Ochilires once got the bet
ter of & lawyer In this ¢ty who iried to
make fun of him on the wiiness stand I
wie In March, 1584, whon the colonel had
his nurse, James F. Lynch, arrested on

the charge of steallng n gold walch, a bet-

ARTHUR L

ANDERBON

Chileago  Tribamws | T Vvou've gol 0
lot of snow on your slilowalk, mn'am vl
the mufMed-up man ot the Kitchen door

I know |t roplion]l the waonmhn  of hiv
Honse

ALl the other folks along here have ol
their's olepned o

I know thnt, ton"™

Iwint you reckon you ogght (o haw
vours cleancd off

I do.”

Lake 1o Have 11 dons maam?

I would

Well, T'N do it as cheap as anybody.”

You will, will you™"

Yes'm: I awoep "em all off, frout and
back, for vents”

“1 wont pay It

“Then I 1t for 15

T won't pay that, elthery

Well, T do It for 10"

Yo ovoubdn t how the Jo b 4F you'd o It
for nothing.™

Whs not, mn'am?™

Bocause . that's my husbnod's  job If
he don't de it those wilks enn sty coveraed
with snow all wintw

If thot's yvour husband's o, why doesnt
he do 117

He hasn't got tlme! he snapped He's
downtown talking polfi ! iving th
country.”

Hervuapon s nmmed the door In his
fnee,

Awflul Strain

Baliimore Heralid “Urab that dip Just
werkved, WL, before he docs hims<lf harm,
ericd the lanatle asylum keeper

AL righit Poar fellow, he's eleas ow
of his head!’ -

- {114 dppy aw o Mareh b Now
we'sve got the stealght Jacket on, put him
In that padded gell’ .

“Must have bheen o tercible mwentnl stealn
upon his hewd

“1 should any go Why, that man sat
down  atd  rend the presdent’s moessigs
right through.'*
ting book, nn overcoat, an vimbrelia, which
he had bought o Londos and a roll of
billa. He sald that he had lost all  this
property when he was 111 at N, § West
Thirty-third wstreet, As msoon ns Lhe

colonel took the stand the lawyer for the
nurse asked:

“You were suffering from too high living
at this time, were you not?

“Well, 1 didn't Hve In the eollur, I can
tedl vou,” wis the answer

“rBut you had been drinking ioo much?

“'No, sir, | had not been drinkiog, ul-
though 1 am not a bigoted tectotaller,’
wis the prompt reply,

“‘But this watch—you got that for a

poker debt,” peralsied the lnwyer, who was
beginning 1o get red behind the ears,

“'No, It was too honest a watch for
Lhnt It had an open face," chucked the
witness,

“The lawyer blushed up to the roots of
his halr, took a hitch in his saspenders
and then went at the complainant fe
rociously with this questlon

“‘But, look here! Are you perfectly
gure that this man took your watch?
Could not some one else have stolen 1t

O you had ever eallod on me,' quietly
remarked the colonel, I might have be
lved you had stolen 1.°

“The lawyer thereupon Eave up the

crogs-examination.”

dawnee Tombs on Wahoo Hill, Saunders County, Nebraska
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