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Synepsis of Previons Chapters,

Chapters 1 ta IV-A young doctor, Ralph
Poyd, confid«s o hin friend hin apparentiy
grountlesms susplclon concerning hiz per-
rana!l well-being nnd safety. Thin friend,
Ambler Jevons, gives his sympathy and
promises hin help In ense of need. He I8 In
the tea trade, but his favorite hobby I8 in-
westignting orime and unravellng mysteries,
Boyd himself fs the son of n_member of
Parilament and assistant to Sir PBernard
Eyton. He has an Interview with his ¢hiel,
and they dipcuss the lHinees of old My
Henry Courtenay, who lives st Richmond
road, Kow. Inatantly the young doctor coh-
celvesn the Vlea that his mysterious pre-
pentiment I8 connected with this family
Hin Interest In that home Is centered on
Ethalwynn Mivart, Henry Courtenay's is-
ter-in-law, whose Madonna type of beauly
exerolsen a fascination over him, He de-
termines to spend the evening at Richmond
road. The domewtie life of the Caurtenays
fnatances the *ruth of the Shakespearean

srovork that May cannot w Duosmber,

re. Courtenay, young, gay, preity. Is
utterly out of sympathy with the elderly,
rhort-tpmpered, invalld  husband, with

whom she hns lInked her fate for mercenary
coraiderntions. Consequently she spends
'her evenings outside her home and leaves
the care o1 her husband very much to the
Inurse and her sister, Ethelwynn, On this
particular evening Ralph and Ethelwynn
wiecuss domestic matiers in the drawing
room. As usuil, Mra Courtenay is out
Hthelwynn surprises Ralph by evincing a
keent interest In Henry Courtenay's appar-
ent Improvement in hewlth. After thelr
tete-n-tote the lovers separate, Ralph Boyd
returning home, He (s roused from his
islumbera early the MBllowing morulng by a
viait from Mr, Courtenay's footman, 8hort,
who tells him that his master has been
murdered.

CHAPTER V.
DNiscloses a Mywiery,

The man's amazing announcement
me speechless.
“Murdercd!" 1 cried when [ found Longue.

held

“Imposaible!"
“Ah! slr. It's too true. He's qulte
dead.”

“But wurely he has dled from natural
causes—ah?"

“No, sir. My poor
foully murderod.”

*"How do you know that?' | saked breath-
lessly. ““Tell me all the facts.”

I saw by the man's agitation, his white
face nnd the hurried manner ln which he
bad svidently dresssd to come in search of
me that something tragic had really oe-
curred.

“We know nothing yet, air,” was his
quick response. ‘1 entersd his room at
2 o'clock, an usual, to see If he wanted any-
thing, and saw that he was quite still, ap-
parently asleep. The lamp was turned
Jlow, but as 1 looked over the bed 1 saw a
small, dark patch upon the sheet. This 1
discovered to be blood, and a moment later
was horrified to discover a small wound
close to the heart, and from |t the blood
was slowly oozing."

“Then he's been stabbed, you think?" I
gasped, springlog up and beginning Lo dress
mysell huntily.

“We think so, sir. It's awful!™

“Tarrible!” 1 sald, utterly dumfounded by
the man's amasing story. “After you made
the discovery how did you act?”

4 “] awoke the nurse, who slept In the
room adjoining. And then we awoke Miss
Mivart. The shock to her was terrible—
poor young lady! When she saw the body
of the poor old gentleman she burst Into
tears. and at once sent me to you. 1 dldn’t
find m cal till I'd walked almost to Ham-
mersmith, sod then | came siralght on
here."”

“But Is
Bhort ™’

“No doubt whatever, sir. I'm nothing of
a doctor, but 1 could see the wound plainly
~—Illke an small, clean cut just under the
heart.™ .

“*No weapon about?"

*1 dldn't see anything, sir.”

“Have you called the police?

“No, air. Miss Mivart sald she would
walt until you arrived. She wants your
opinion."

“And Mrs, Courtenay? How does she bear
the tragedy ™

“The poor indy doesn't know yet.'"

“Doesn’t know! Haven't you told her?”

“No, sir. She's not at home.”

“What? She hasn't returned?’

“No, &ir," responded the man.

That fact was, in [iself, peculiar. Yet
there was, ! felt sure, some strong feason
it young Mrs. Courtenay remalned the night
with her friends, the Heanlkers. Trains
run to Kew after the theaters, but she Im-i]
possibly missed the Inst, and had been in- |
duced by her friends to remain the night
with them In town.

Yet the whole of the tragic affair was
certainly very extrnordinary. It was Short's
Auty to rise at 2 o'clock each morning
and go to bis master's room to sscerialn
it the Invalld wanted anything. Geoersally,
however, lhe old gentieman siept woll;
hence there had beon no nocessity for a
night nuree.

When | entered the eab, and, the man
having taken a seat beside me, we had
set out on our long night drive out to
Kew, 1 endeavored to obtaln more detalle
regarding the Courtensy menage. In an
ordinary way 1 could scarcely have ques-
tioned & servant regarding his master and
mistress, but on this drive I saw an occa-
slon to obtain knowledge, and seized It

Short, although a well trained servant,
was communicative. The shock he had
sustained in discovering his master mado
Bim wpo. v

After ten years' service he was devoted
to his master, but from the remarks he lot
drop during our drive | detected that ha
entertaloed a strong dislike of the old
gentieman’s young wife. He wan, of course,
well aware of my affection for Ethelwynn
and carefully concealed his antipathy to-.
ward bher, an antipathy which I somehow
falt convinced oxisted. Me regarded both
sisters with equal mistrust.

“ “Does your mistress often remain In town
with her friends at night®"

“dSometimes. When she goes (o balln ™

“Apnd Is that pften?™

“Not very often.'

“And didn't the old gentleman know of
Bls wile's absepcs?’

“Sometimes. He used to ask me whethor
Mmre. Courtenay wiasa ut home and then |
was bound to tell the truth. ™

By his own admission, then, this man
Bhort had Informed the tovalld of Lis wife's
froquent absences. He was an Informer
and as such most probably the ocnemy of
both Mary and Ethelwyno. 1 knew bhim

master has been

there undoubtedly foul play,

to be the conbdestial servast of the
old gentleman, but had npot  befors
suspoeted him of tale-telling. Without

doubt Mrs. Courtenay's recent neglect had
porely grieved the old geotleman. He doted

laugh now® Tomorrow, without doubt, he
would be working at the mystery in the
Intereatas of justice. To iry to keep the

affalr out of the pross would, T knew too
well, be |mpossible. These men, In jour-
“Unern,” are

nallstle pariaocee called
everywhers—hungry for copy and alwayn
sager Lo selze upon anytbhing tragic or
mysterfous,

From Bhort | gathered a few additional
dotalls. Not maay, be It sald, but suflicient
to make It quite clear that he was In-
tensely antagonistic toward hia mistross
This stritek me as curlous, for as fur as [
nad, seen she had always treated him
with the greatest kindnoas and consider-
atlon, had given him holldays and to my

knowledge had, n few months before,
railged hin wages of her own necord.
Nevertheless, the menage was A slrange

one, Incongruous in every respect.

My chief thoughts were, however, with
my love. The shock to her must, 1 knew,
be terrible, especially as Mary was absent
and she was alone with the nurse and
pervants.

When 1 sprang from the eab and entersd
the house she met me o the hall She
hnd dressed hastily and wore a light shawl
over her head, probably to conceal her
disordered hatr, but her face was blanched
to the lpa,

“Oh, Ralph!"” sho erled in A trembling
voles. “'I thought you were never comipg.
It's terrible—torrible!™

“Come in here,” 1 sald, leading her into
the dinlng room. ““Tell me all you know
of tha affair.”

“Short discoversd him just after 2 o'clock.
He was then guite still.”

“But there may be life,” I exclalmed
suddenly, and, leaving her, 1 rushed up the
stairs and into the room where the old man
had chatted (0 me so merrily not many
hours before,

The lostant my gaze fell upon him I
knew the truth. Cadaveric rigidity had
supervened, and he had long been beyond
hope of human ald. His furrowed face
waes as white as lvory and his lower jaw
had dropped In that manner that unmis.
tnkably bhetrays the presence of death.

As the man had described, the sheet was
stalned with blood, But there was not
much, and [t wos some moments before I
discovered the wound, It was just beneath
the heart, cleanly cut and about three-
gquarters of an inch long, evidently infileted
by some sharp Instrument. He had no
doulbt been struck In his eleep, and with
such precision that be hud dled without
belng able to raise the alarm.

The murderer, whoever he was, had car-
rled’ the weapon away,

I turned and saw Ethelwynn, a pale, wan
figure in her light gown and shawl, stand-
Ing on the threshold, watching me intently.
3he stood there white and trembling, as
though fearing to enter the presence of the
dead.

I ;nde a hasty tour of the room, examin-
Ing the window and finding It fastened.
As far as I could discover, nothing what-
ever was disturbed,

Then I went out to her and, closing the
door behind me, sald:

“Bhort must go along to the police sta-
tlon. We must report It."”

“But is It really necessary?" she asked
anxiously. “Think of the awful exposure
in the papers. Can’t we hush it up? Do,
Ralph, for my sake," she i{mplored,

“But I can't give a death certificate
when a person has been murdered,” I ex-
piained. “Before burial thers must be a
posl-mortietn and an Inquest."

“Then you think he has actunlly been
murdered T

“Of course, without a doubt. It
taluly Isn't sulcide.”

The discovery had caused her to become
rigid, almost statuesque. Sudden terror
often acts thus upon women of her highly
noervous temporament. She allowed me to
lead her downstalrs and back to the dining
room. On the way I met S8hort in the hall
and ordered him to go at once to the polise
station.

“Now, dearest,” I sald, taking her hand
tonderly in mine when we were alone to-
gether with the door closed, “tell me
calmly all you know of this awfyl affair.”

“I—=I kuow onothing.” she declargd.
“Nothing except what you already know.
Bhort knocked at my door and I dressed
hastily, only to discover that the poor old
gentleman was dead.”

“Was tha house still locked up?"

cer-

"I belleve so. The servaunts could, 1 sup-
pose, tell that.”

“But is it not strange that Mary Is still |
absent?' | remarked, perplexed. |

“No, not very. SBometimes she hae misned |
her Jast train and has stopped the night |
with the Peon-Pagets or the Hennikers.
It Is dimcult, she says, to go to supper
after the theater and cateh the last traln.
It leaves Charing Cross so early."”

Agaln, there seemed a distinet (nclina-
tion on her part to shield her sister.

“The whole thing {s a most profound |
mystery,” she went on. *I must have
elept quite lightly, for I heard the church |
clock strike each quarter untll 1 o'clock, |
yot mot an unusual sound renched mo.
Nelther did nurse hear anything.™

Nurse Kate was an excellent woman,
whom | had known at Guy's through sev-
eral yearm. Both 8ir Bersard and myself
had every confidence In her, and she had
been the invalid's attendant for the last
two yeurs,

“It certalaly Is a mystery—one which
we must leave to the police to investigsate,
In the mesntime, however, we must send
ghort to Radoliffe aquare to find Mary. He
must oot tell her the truth, but merely
say that her husband is much woree. To
tell her of the tragedy at once would prob-
ably prove too great a blow."

“She ought mever to have gone to town
and left him,” declared my well-beloved
in sudden condemnation of her sister's
conduct. “‘SBhe will never forgive hersell.”

“Regrets will not bring the poor fellow
to life again,'” 1 sald with =& sigh “"We
must act—and act promptiy—Iin order to
Hiscover the ldentity of the murderer and
the ®otive of the erime. That there s a
motive s certaln; yet it Is indeed strange
that anyone should actuslly kill & man
euffering from a disease which & few months
ol most must prove fstal. The motive was,
therefore, his immediate decense, and that
fact will probably greatly asslst the police
lo (helr investigations.”

“But whe could have killed him?™

“Ab' That's the mystery. If, as yon
belleve, the house was found to be still
secured when the alurm was ralsed, then
it would appear that someons who alept

upon her, Indulged her in very whim and
‘gancy, snd llke many an aged husbhand
who has & swoel young wile, dared not
complain of sny of her actions. Thers ia
a deal of truth in the adage, “There's uo
'fool Itke an old fool."

But the mystery was increasiog and -5

we drove togelber down that long, inter-
minable high road through Hammersmith
'to Chiswick, wet, dark snd aflent st that
bour, 1 reflected that the sirange presage
of inseeurity which bhad so long oppressed
we was sctually being fulllled.  Ambler
Jevons bad lsughed at It But would be

beneath thin roof was gullty.”
“Oh! Impossible! Remember, there's
only mynelf and the sarvants,

Yon surely dun't suspeot either of them ™
"I have no susplolon of sanyone at pres-
(enl” 1 answered, “Let the police search
| the place, and they may discover something
| which will furnish them with a clue.”
1 poticed some telegraph forms in 1he
| Statlouery mack on a wmull writing table,
and taking one scribbled & couple of lines
to Sir Berpard st Hove, lnformiog him of
the mysteridus affalr. This I folded aud
placed In my pocket, In readiness for the
reopening  of 'l.h telegraph office at 8

| poaition and appearance of my late patient.
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Bhortly afterward we heard the wheels
of & eab ouifide, and a few minutes lsier
wiere Joined by a poliee inspector In uni-
form and an ofeer in plain clothes,

In a fow brief sentonces 1 explained to
them the tragie clrcumstmnees, and then
led them upstairs to the dead man’'s room.

Aftor a cursory glance around, they went
forth agaln out upon the Iandiog, in order
to awalt the arrival of two other plain-
clothes ofiicars who had come round on
font, one of them the sergeant of the erimi-
nal iovestigation department attached to
the Kew station. Then, after giving ordera
to the constable on the beat to station him- |
pelt at the doorsand allow no one to enter
or leave without permisslon, the thres de-
tectives and the Inspestor entered the room
where the dead man lay.

CHAPTER VI
Which | Make a Discoavery.

Having explained who 1 was I fallowed
the men fo and asslated them in making n
careful and mioute examination of the place.

Senrch for the weapon with which the
erime had beon committed proved frulticous;
henee It was plaln that the murderer had
carried It away. There were no signs what -
ever of a struggle, and nothing to indicate
that the blow had been struck by any bur-
glar with a motlive of allencing the pros-
trate man.

The room was a large front one on the
firat floor, with two French windows open-
Ing upon & balecony formed by the big
Equare portlen, Both were found te be se- |
cured, not only by the latches, hut also by
long scrows s an extra preciution agalnst
thieves—old Mr. Courtenay, Ilik# many
other elderly people, being extremely ner-
yous about midnight Intriuders, The bed
room (tsel! was well furnished in genulne
Sheration, which he had brought up from
hin palatial home in Devonshire, for the
old man was by no means a miser and de-
nied himself no comfort. The easy chalr
In which he had sat when I had pald my |

“Four-sixty-two, lock that door and come
vp hers a moment.'*

"You, wir,” answered a graff volce from |
below, and In & few moments the consiable
entersd, closing the door after him.

“How many Limes have you passed thisy

house on your beat 1onight, four-siziy-
twoT" inguired the inspector. |
“"About elght, sir, My boal's along the

Richmond road—fram the Lloth Oate down
to the Musoum, and then around the back
streeis.”

‘Baw nothing ™

“I saw & man come out of Lhis hureledly |
poon after | came on duty. 1 was n.ndlnt1

on the opposite side under the wall of
the gardens. The woman down stalrs let
him out, agd told him to fetch the doctor |
quickiy.'
“Ah! Bhort, the servant,” 1 observed.
“Where s he?' psked the Inspector,

while the detective with the ready note-
book scribbled down the name,

“He came to fetoh me, and Miss Mivart
has mow sent him to fetch her sister, He
wan the first to make the discovery.”

“Oh, was he? Exclaimed the detective
sergeant, with some suspiclon. “It's rather

n pity that he's been sent out ngain. He
might be nble to tell us something.*

“He'll be back In an hour, [ whould
think.*

“Yen, but every hour Is of consequence
In a matter of thias sort,” remarked the
sergeant. “Look hers, Davidson,” he added,
turning to one of the plain clothea men,
“fust go round to the station and send a
wire to the Yard, asking for extra nsnist-
mnce, They'll probably send down Franks
or Moreland. 1If I'm not mistaken, there's
A good deal more In this mystery than
meets the eye."

The man addressed obeyed promptly and
left.

“What do you know of the servants
here? asked the |papector of the cone
stable. _

“Not much, sir. SBix-forty-eight walks

X R [ L Lo

visit was still in ite place at the fireside,
with the footstool just as he had left it
the drawers which we opened one after
another showed no slgns of having been
rummaged, and the sum result of our in-
vestigations was absolutely nll,

"It looks very much as though someone
if” the house had done it whispered the
Inspector serlously to me, having first
glanced at the door to ascertaln that it
wns closed,

“Yes," [ admitted. "Appearances cer-
talnly do polut to that."

“Who was the young lady who met us
downstairs?"' loquired the detsotive-ser-
geant, producing a small notebook and
pencil,

“Miss Ethelwynn Mivart—sister to Mra
Courtenay."*

"And Is Mrs, Qourtenay At home?"
inquired, making a note of the name.

"“No. We have sent for her. 3he's stay-
ing with friends in London."

“Hullon! There's an iron #afe here!”
exclaimed one of the men, rummaging on
the opposite side of the room. He had
pulled away a chest of drawern from the
wall, revealing what I had never notleed
before, the door of m small fireproof! safe
bullt into the wall.

“Is It locked?" fnquired the inspector.

The man after trying the knob and exam-
ining the keyhole, repllied In the afMrma-
tive,

“Kdepn his decds and jewelry there, I
suppose,” remarked opne of the other de-
tectives. “"He séems to have been very
afraid of burglars. | wonder whether he
had any reanon for that?"

“Like many old men he wae a trifie ec-
contric,” I replied. “Thieves ones broke |
into his country house years ago, I belleve,
aud he therefore entertained a horror of
them."

We all examined the keyhole of the safe,
but there was certainly no evidenoce te show
that It had been tampered with. On the
contrary, the littlp oval brass plate which
closed the hole was rusty, and had not been
touched apparently for weeks

While they were searching In other parts
of the room I directed my attention to the

he

He was lylng on his right side with ope
arm slightly raised, in quite a natural mt-
titude for one sleeping. His features, al-
though the pallor of death was upon them
and they were relaxed, showed no signs of
suffering. The blow had been unerring, and
had no doubt penetrated to the heart, The
erime had been commitied swiftly, and the
murderer had escaped unseen and unheard.

The elderdown quill, a rich one of Gobe-
o blue satin, had scarcely beep disturbed,
and save for the small spot of blood “upon
the sheet, trances of a terrible crime were
in no way apparent.

While, however, | stood at the bedside,
at the same spot most probably where the
murderer had stood, | suddenly felt some-
thing uneven belween the sole of my boot
and the carpet. So Intent was I upon the
examination T was making that at first my
atlentlon was not silracted by It; but on
stepplug on it a second time I looked down
and saw somelhing white, which I quickly
picked up.

The jnstant | saw It T closed my hand
and hid it from view,

Then 1 glapced furtively around, and
seeing that my actlon had been unob-
sorved, I quickly transferred it Lo my vest
pocket, covering thé movemenl by taking
out my walch to glance at it

I confess that my bheart beat qulckly,
and in all probability the color at that
moment bad left my face, for I had by
sheor accident discovered a clue.

To esamine It there was Impossible—
for of such u character was It that | had
no intention, s yel, Lo arouse the wsus-
piclons of the polies. | intended at the
earilest moment 0 apprise my friend,
Ambler Jevous, of the facts, and with
him pursue an entirely Iedependent in-
quiry.

Scarcely had | safely pockeied the little

| ants and the remainder of the house. With

“I BAW SOMETHING WHITE WHI
DISCOVERED A CLUE™

| that wo were inclined to disregard
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Put 1 sahudder to think that tonight 1've
Bad an mssassin & dozen feet from me
while 1 alept,” she added

Finding that she could throw mo light
upon the mysterioun affalr the offieer
turned his attentlon to the four frightened
domestics, ench In turn.

All, eave one, declared that they heard
pot a single msound. The one exceplion
was Allce, the underhousemald, & young
fair-haired girl, who siated that during
the night she had distinetly heard & sound
like the low creaking of light steps on the
landing below where they slept,

This first aroused our (nterest, but. on
full reflection it seomed so utterly improb-
able that un nssassin would wear a palr
of creaking bootsa when on such an errn:d
the
girl's statement as a plece of imagination,
The faminine mind {s much given to fiction
on occaxlons of tragle events.

But the girl over and over again an-
serted that she had heard it. She slept
nlone In a small room at the top of the
second Mght of stalrs and bad heard the
sound quite distinctly. .

“When you heard it what did you do?"

"1 lay and listened." .

“For how long?™*

“Oh, quite & quarter of an hour, 1 should
think. It was just before half past 1 when
I hoard the noise, for the church clock
struck almost Immediately afterward. The
sound of the movement was such as I had
never before heard at night and at first I
felt frightened. BPut | always lock my door.
tharctore I folt secure, The nolse was just
like someone creeping along very slowly,
with ons boot creaking.”

“PBut If 1t was so loud that you could
hear It with your door cloasd, It la strange
that no one else heard It the detective
sergeant remarked dublously.

1 don't enre what anybody else heard,
I heard it guite plainly,” the girl aspertad,

“How long did it continue?’ asked the
detective.

“Oh, only just as though someone was
stealing along the corridor. We often hoar
movements at nights, because Short is al-
ways astir at 2 o'clock giving the master
his medicine, If 1t hado’t ha' been for the
c¢reaking I should not have taken notice of
it. But I lay quite wide awake for over

il
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CH I QUICKLY PICKED UP. I HAD

out with the cook, I've heard. She's a re-
spectable woman. Her father's a lighter-
man at Kew bridge. 1 koow ‘em all here
by alght, of course, But there’s nothing
agninst them to my knowledge, and I've
been & constable In this subdivision for
elghteen years.'"

“The man—what's his name—Short.
you know him?"

Do

“Yes, sir. I've often seen him in the
Star and Garter at Kew bridge.”

“Drinks?*™

“Not much, sir. He was fined over at

Brentford six months ago for letting a dog
go unmuzzled. His greatest friend Is one
of the gardeners at the palace—a man
named Burford, a most respectable fellow."

“Then there's no suspicion of anyone, ns
yet?' remarked the inspector, with an air
of dissatistaction, Io criminal mysteries
the police often bungle from the outsel.
and to me it appeared as though, having no
clue, they were bent on manufacturing one.

I felt in my vest pocket and touched the
little object with a feeling of secret satls-
faction, How 1 longed to be alone for five
minutes in order to investigate It,

The inspector having dismissed the con-
stable and sent him back to his post to
unlock the door for the delective to pass
out, next turned his attentlon to the serv-

that object we mll descended to the dining
room,

Ethelwynn met us at the foot of the
stairs, still wearing the shawl about her
head and shoulders. She placed a trembling
hand upon my arm as 1 passed, asking In
& low, anxioun volee—

“Have you found anything, Ralph? Tell
me."*

“No, nothing," T rep'llr-d. and then passed
fnto the dining room, where the nurse and
domestics had been assembled.

The nurse, a plain  matter-of-fact
womnn, wns the firat person to be ques-
tloned. She oxplalned 1o us how she
bad given her patient his last dose of medf-
clne at half past 11, just after Miss Mivart
had wished her good night and retired to
her room. Previously she had been down
in the drawing room chatting with the
young iady. The man Short was then up-
stairs with his master

“Was the decensed gentleman aware of
bis wife's absence?" the inspector aaked,
presently.

“You. He remarked to me thig It was
time she returned. [ prosume that Short
had told him."

“What time was this?™"

“Oh, about half past 10, 1 should think"
roplied Nurse Kate. “He sald something
about It belng a bad night to go to a
theater and hoped she would not take
eald.™

“He was not angry™

“Not In the least. He was never angry
when she went te town, He used Lo say
to me, ‘My wife's & young Woman, nurse.
Ehe wants a little amusement sometimes,
and I'm sure | don’t begrudge It her.'"

This puzzied me quite as much as It
puzzled the detective, 1 had certalnly been
under the Impression that husband and
wife quarreled over the Iatter's frequent
abesences from home. Indeed, In & house-
hold where the wife is young and the
husband elderly, gquarrels of that character
are slmost sure to occur sooner oy later.
As & doctor | knew the causes of domestic
infelicity in & good many homes. Men In
my profession see & good deal and hurb
more. Every doclor could unfold strange
‘talos of queer menages, If he were not de-
barred by u:.o bopd of professional se-
erecy.

“You heard no nolse during the night?™
ingquired the inspector.

“Noge. I'm a light sleeper as » ‘Tule,
and wake at the slightest sound,” the
woman replled. “But I heard absolutely
nothing.”

“Anyone, In order to eater the dead
man’'s room, must bave passed your door,
I think."

"Yes. And what's more, the light waa
burning snd my door was ajar; 1 alwaya
kept It 20 In order ‘o bhear If any patients
wanted anything.*

“Then the murierer could see you as he

object 1 bad picked up from where the
wmurderer must have stood when the in.
upoctor went oul upet the lunding and
called to the comstable in the hall

o' clock X
L

stood on the landing™

*“No, Therv's & screcn at Lhe end of my
bed. He gould mot sec far luto Lhe room.

balf an hour—unti{l Short came banging at
our doors and telling us to get up at once,
ne we were wanted downstalrs,”

“Well, exclalmed the Inspector, “‘now 1
want to ask all of you a very silmple ques-
tion, and wish to obtaln an honest and
truthful reply. Was any door 6r window
left unfastened when you went to bed?"

**No, sir,” the cook replled promptly. *I
nlways go round myself, and I saw that
everything was fastened."” '

“The front door, for exampla?”

“I bolted it at Miss Ethelwynn's orders.”

“At what time?"

"One o'clock. She told me to walt up
till then, and If mistress did not return [
was to lock up and go to bed."

“Then the tragedy must have been en-
noted about half an hour later?"

"1 think so, sir."

“You haven't examined the doors and
windows to see if any have been forced?

“As far as I can see Lhoy are just as I
left them when | went to bed, sir.”

“That's strange—very strange,’” remarked
the Ingpector, turning to us. ““We muat
make an examination and satisfy our-
selves.”

The polnt was one that was most Im-
portant In the conduct of the inquiry.
If all doors and windows were still locked,
then the assaesin was one of that strange
household.

Led by the cook, the officers began o
round of the lower premises. One of the
detectivea borrowed the conatable’'s bull's-
eye, and accompanied by a second officer,
went outside to make an examination of
the window sashes, while we remained
inside, assisting them in thelr search for
any marks.

Ethelwynn had been called aslde by one
of the detectives, and was answering ques-
tlons addressed to her, therefore, for an
Instant 1 found myself alone. It was the
moment I had been waiting for to secretly
examine the clue 1 had obtained.

1 was pear the door of the morning reom
and for a second slipped inslde and
switched on the electric lght.

Then 1 took from my vest pocket the,

tiny lttls object I had found and care-
fully examined It,

My heart stood still.
themselves upon It
solvid.

I nlone knew the truth!

(To be Continued.)

My eyes riveted
The mystery was

Questions and Answers,

GENEVA, Neb, Nov. IL—To the Editor
of the Bee: WIll you please inform me
who the Venezuelan minister to this coun-
try s and the proper way to address a Jet-
ter so that he will got IL

FRED TAGGERT.

Ann.—Address your letter to Benor Don
Augusto F. Pullido, Venezuelan charge d'af-
fairs, The Cochrun, Washington, D. C. No
answers by mall

FORT CROOK, Neb, Nov. 12-To the
Editor of The BHee: Floase Inform me
through the columns of your paper how
many Umes Mollneux has been tried.

OTHO CARLBON,

Ana.—Mollnpeux was tried twice,. Waa

first found gullty and sentenced to death.

AMES, Ja., Nov. IL.—To the Editor of
The Bee: Iy answer a couple of
guestions for me In regard to the Inter-
colleglate regetta held at Poughkeepsie, N,
Y., each June: Who were the winners dur-
ing the last five years, 1885- ? Has not
University of Pennsylvania won three cons
secutive Arsts In the last five yearn?

FRANK J. HUGHESA.

Ans —Pennsyivania won the 'vamity race
AL Poughkeephie In 1888, 18086 apnd 1900
Cornell wor in 1901 and 1902. No answers
by mall

Mortality Statistios.

*The following births and deaths wera re-
of Health during the
twenty-four hours ending Baturday noon:
Bir Vratlalay Krulicek, 1418 Bouth Fif-
teenth street, girl; Otto Olekiet, 1008 Bouth
Thirteenth street, girl: W. H. chr{ 07
North Beventesnth street, boy; Bernell Kin-
cald, 1716 Pacifio avenue, girl
Dntha—-nu_?.tu- F. }kh.l“ EI n;:%
street, aged years, Anna J. neald, 17
Pacino street. aged | day; Edmond Lathem,
Wi Bouth !‘anmh street, aged N y :
Baby Gillesple, 1018 Bouth Twentleth street,
days; Fred Quatte, Douglus County
hospltal, aged B years.

The new kind of Gensral Arthur cigars
will please you if you care for good cigars.

L

NEW PRESIDENT FOR BRAZIL

Brifliant Feativities and Imposing
Ball Mark Inanguration of the
Chief Ezeentive,

RIO JANEIRO, Nov. 16.—There wars hell-
liant festivities hera today In honor of the
Innuguration of President Dr. Rodrigues
Alves. They included an Imposing proces-
slon and a ball, at which the oficers of the
Unlted States battleahlp Towa, and of the
British, Portunguese, French and Argen-
tine wardhips In the waters, were present.

On Mooday there will be & great festival
on hoard Tawa and FPresident Alves and his
silte, accompanied by United States Consul
General Beoger, will visit lowa, where Ad-
miral Bumner, Minister Bryan and Captain
Perry will recelve.

The new cabinet In ns follows:

Minlster of forelgn affalrs, Baren Rio
Branco.

Minlster of the treasury, Senator Bul-
hoes.

Minister of war, Field Marshal Argolla.

Minister of the navy, Admiral Noranha.

Minister of justice and of the iaterior,
Senhor Seabra.

Minister of industry, communications and
public works, Senhor Mueller.

The composition of the cabinet Inspires
general confidence.

The viee prealdent-slect, Dr.
Brandao, former governor of the state of
Minas-Geraes, died last October,

AMERICAN GIRL MAKES A HIT

Warmly Pralaed by Critles In Her
Initial Performance of
“Carmen.”

(Copyright, 102, by Press Publishing Co.)

DRESDEN, Saxony, Nov. 16.—~(New York
World Cablegram—=S8pecial Telegram.)—Miss
Belle Applegate, a native of Loulaville, Ky.,
made her debut here this week and scored
a remarkable triumph as Carmen. Dr.
Boekh, a renowned critic of opera, says:
“She displayed the true, seething, southern
temperamant, while her voles was managed
with great skill and taste.” The king of
Baxony sent for her the next morning and
personally congratulated her on the en-
thusiasm her performance had worked up.
Bhe was repeatedly called before the cur-

taln and retired nearly smothered with

flowers.

The Neueste Nachrichten published a
rather scurrilous notice of her performance
and that evening the editor received a
card with a Bohemian name on It, Then &
man, who evidently was an American atu-
dent, armed with a stick, was ushored inte
the editorial sanctum and i[nsiantly at-
tacked the editor. The lalter defended
himself vigorously and wrested the stick
from his assallant’'s hands, who shortly
afterward rushed out of the office minus
bhis hat and with his clothing torn. The
editor, however, was badly beaten, too.

MAY COPY AMERICAN IDEA

English Admiralty Considers Advis-
ability of Adopting Paris of
Naval Measnre,

LONDON, Nov. 16—The admiralty fia
consldering the advisability of taking an

pimportant leaf out of the American's navy

book. v

The scheme mow under conalderation st
Whitehall In to adopt a measure closely
resembling the navy personnel bill passed
by the American congress. A departmental
committee has recelved varlous reports re-
garding the workings of the new Amerlcan
eystem.

It is said that the department s likely
to adopt m plan by which engloeers now
serving will retire withk an honorary lino
rank, but that In the fulure engineers will
be selected from the cadets of the training
ship Britannia, under the system employed
at Annapolls, and thereafter will hold ex-
ecutlve rank.

One of the great dificulties In the way of
the plan is Britannia’s lack of facilities to
accommodate a sufciont number of cadets
to supply both sectione of the service, The
innovation probably will bhe bitterly op-
posed by certain cliques In the navy.

CUTS IN ON BREAKFAST BILL

Rise in Price of Bacon a Serlons Affalr
Britinh Houschold
Economica,

—

(Copyright, 182, by Press Publishing Co.)

LONDON, Nov, iL.—(New York World
Cablegram—Bpecial Telegram.)—Bacon at
breakfast s na clemental an institution in
England a= the monarchy. Britishers are
now compelled to forego thelr favorite
owing to the operations of the American
trust, which is steadily sending the price
above what the average man can afford te
m:lphonsn Daudet attributed the solidity
of the Britlsh character to the dyspeptle
effects of the perennial bacon and eggs
for breakfast., Nevertheless, tho race s
wedded to the dish, and grumble loudly
because it 1s placed beyond reach. Bacon
{s 25 per cont dearer than It was & Year
ago, and the price Is rising every month.
This really is the form In which American
competition Is most bitterly resinted, ana
it strikes every household and provoked
animosity everywhere.

WINTER BATHING IN THE SEA

Takes to
‘n

Wealthy Russian Princess
Cold Baths with
Vengeance,

(Copyright, 182, by Press Publishing Co.)

8T. PETERSBURG, Nav. 16.—(New York
World Cablegram—-Bpecial  Telegram.)—
Princess Obolenski, handsome, 40, belonging
to the wealthlest Boyar (highest aristoo-
racy) family and kinswoman of the oaar,
has rented & large botel at Zoppot, «
bathing resort on the Baltle sea, and In-
tends to keep It open sll winter so she
may have sea bathe three times a day.
When the Baltic is frogen she means lo
bathe In & covered poul, where the water
will be kept &t a temperature just above
the freesing polnt. BShe belleves she bhaa
discovered the seoret of perpetual youlh,
but the doctors say she will socn tre of
the severe custom.

Trylog to Buy British Roads.

LONDON, Nov, 15,—The Westminster Ga-
zotte today revives the report that Ameri-
cans are trying te buy British raliroads.
The paper says it hears that an American
syndicate has offered to purchase the Great
Central, that the pegotistions are still in

‘progress and that {f they are successful the

road will be electrified throughout.
Willlam Bidsa Edward Goodby.

LONDON, Nov, 15.—Emperor William con-
cludet his visit to King Edward this morn-
ing 4ud started on his visit to Lord and
Lady Lonsdale at Lowther castle, below the
Cumberiand.

Appolntment is Delayed.

ROME, Nov. 15.—A coadjutor bishop of
Pittsburg will not be appointed today as
expocted. Indications point to'a declaion
not being reached for some time.

Royal Eagagement Announced,

le.ﬂN.hNavhl&.—Th- ﬁvonlu* a:;-
that the crown nee o .
Chowia Maha Vi rn‘m.pu engaged 1o
ughter ol the emperor

of Japan. The princess 18 14 years of age.

.

Bilviano |

RAISER WILLIAM HUSTLES

Keeps Everyons Moving During His Visit
to the King of Eagland

UNCLE EDWARD IS UNABLE TO KEEP uP

All England Wonders nt the Friend«
ship Between Emperor Wil
iam and Lord Lons.
dnale.

(Copyright, 1802, by Presa Publishing Co)

LONDON, Nov. 15, —~iINew York World
Cablegram—8pecial Telegram. ) —Emperor
William's exttaordinary activitly has aa-
tonished everybody ut Bandringbam, where
he i wvisiting bis unele, King Edward.
Host and guests alike have been accus-
tomed to passing the time thers In halt
l?nnnl. half enorgetic fashion, in which
Englishmen delight In their couniry houses
But Emperor Willlam has heen up every
mMorning at 5:30, has worked for thres
hours with recretaries, disposing of state
dispatches; has breakfasted at 8:30, eating
8 substantial meal, and soon after 9 Diwe
been ready to start on a shooting cxpedi-
tiott. He is accompanied by two of his own
German faegers (hunters) dressed In their
quaint costume, and when the birds have
been on the wing he has Kept them both
busy loading gune. His shooting, espe-
c¢lally at wild duck, has astoninhed the
Eoglish nportsmen, somos of whom are
crack shots,

The emperor's only superior at this bird
s the prince of Wales, who fa one of the
best duck shooters in Hngland,

King Edward has been left bohind fn the
game by the emperor, who walks rapldly
oven on the roughest ground, often getting
far ahead of the party, try as they might
to keep up with him. The prince of Walon,
who is not robust, wss utterly done up
after his first day's shooting. King Ed-
ward, knowing what to expect, took a
sturdy mountaln peny to carry him around.

The emperor {s exceedingly impatient.
One day he gave up pheasant shooting be-
cause the beaters did not get birds up fast
enough to keep him employed.

Adjures Strong Drimk.

At 1:30 p. m. sach day he has a hearty
luncheon of game ples, vold meats and
Yokelables, washing them down w{th two
large bottles of stout, He never touches
whisky and drinks very sparingly of wine,
but while listeoing to concerts and \hest-
rical entertalnments he has pmoked a good
deal despite his recent rule, and has ab-
sorbed several schooners of German beer
capecially Imported for him.

Shooling has stopped each day at 3:30
p. m., and, disdaining the English after-
noon  tem, the kalser has again taken up
work with his secretaries for two hours
before dinner, dealing with dispatches de-
livered during the day.

The evenings have been given up to
conversation, the emperor chooslng from
Among the guests the most Interesting
men and women, though he has mnot
troubled much about the Iatter, taking
very little notlce of the beauties in the
party. He s “terribly serious,” every-
body says, and, though courtly and agreo-
able in his own way, nevertheless he has
& condescending manner, wholly unlike
King Edward, whose whole alm Ia to put
everybody at ense and do all possitle for
his guests' enjoyment.

Entertaining Emperor William {s looked
upon as something of a strain. King Ed-
ward, who was Indefatigable In his
sfforts, got very much fatigued before many
days were over. The gqueen took to her
room with a cold and only went on one
shooting expedition.

Next week the emperor will go to
Lowther castle, one of the finest pseudo-
feudal mansions in England, next to Wind-
gor. [Elaborate preparations have been
made for his recreation and above all to
keep (nquisitive persons at a distance.
The friendship between Emperor Wil-
liam and Lord Louosdale in an enigma to
everybody. Lonsdale ls mnierely a genial
sport, resembling the emperor only in
prodigious physical energy. He has mno
Intellectunl protensions, Is mno politiclan
and |s absolutely unaffected In manner.
The last time the emperor vislted him he
spent nearly $2350,000, it jo asserted, in
preparations and festivities which wera
in far more regal style than anything at-
tempted, or, indeed, possible, at Bandring-
ham.

BANISHES THE CLAQUEURS

French Thenter Diapenses with
Service of Hired Applause
for Players,

(Copyright, 1802, by Presa Publishing Co.)
PARI®, Nov. 16.—(New York World Ca-
blegram — Special Telegram.) — Claqueurs
have been banished from the Comedie Fran-
calse. Henceforth the actors will depend
solely on thelr audiencea for applauding.
and there will no longer resound from the
back rows of the orchestra seats that fa-
miliar “clague, clagque’ of pald hands,

All the world but one seems to have ac-
cepted this gracefully. This Is the chief
of the clague, who has sent & lawyer to
Manager Cloretie of the Comedie Francaise
to say that for seventeen years he has per-
formed what he calls “delicate functions'
with “zeal and loyalty,® Is now 66 years
old and not fitted for anything else, and
that & ponsion of §6,000 should be granted
him. As chisef of clague he got $20 a month
and §4 exira for each night he served,

MAY TAKE TOYS AND GO HOME

Roumanian Minister Indignant at Af-
tront from Lord Mayor
of London.

(Copyright, 1908, by Fress Publishing Ce.)
LONDON, Nov., 15.—(New York Warld
Cablegram — Special Telegram.) — Lard
Mayor Samuel has caufed something of &
stir in the diplomatic world by baving
published & statement that he refrained
from inviting the Roumanian minlster to
the Guildhall banquet to meet the cabinet
minlsters as & protest agalnst the continuad
persecutions of the Hebrewa in Roumanis.
The Roumanian minister has complained
to the forelgn secretary that & slight has
been publicly put upen him. He may do-
mand that the king eof Roumania grant
him bis recall. That Lord Mayor Samuel
was technically in the wrong In making
this discrimination and then publiabing the
fact it in sdmitted, but sympathy Is estirely
with him.

WOMAN PASSES MALE RIVALS

Rose Caron Elected a Teacher in the
Paris Conservatory of
Muasle,

(Copyright, 1#2, by Fress Publishing Co..)
PARIS, Nov, 15 —(New York World Ca-
nlegram—8pecial Telegram.)—Rose Caron,
who was & very popular singer at the Grand
Opera snd the Opera Comique some years
ago, has just passed her masculine rivals
and been elected teacher of singing st the
copservatory. This is the third time »
woman has been elected to this position in
the conservatlory.

Take Osth of OMcoe,

MADRID, Nov, 15—The members of the
new cablaet teok the oath of office Loday.




