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As n true musician Mascagul ought
not to try to make internntional discord,

To fire or not to fire a platoon of fire-
men is the question that most bothers the
fire and police commission just now,

- =

Governor Mlickey promises a busl-
‘ness administration of the state's bLusi-
ress. That's a platform that will be
universally endorsed.

That New York hotel porter who
pawned a $2,500 pearl necklace for 8§35
must have got his tip as to lis value
from the owner's tax returus.

The question precipitated by the strike
of the rubber workers In Chleago Is
whether the diffienlty will rebound on
the strikers or on their employers.

The bankers do not seem to take kindly
to Congressman Fowler's asset currency
bill. They seem to have In mind Mark
Hanna's motto, “Let well enough alone.”

_—————

Champ Clark., after maturely delib-
erating over the election retnrng of Mis-
sourl, concludes that “the congresslonal
term should be lengthened to three
years."

—

Members of the German Relchstag are
very brave In instigating a tarif war
with the United States, If it were a
question of a real war of the old-fash-
foned kind they would go at It much
more slowly.

N —————

The Thompson rallroad pass contro-
versy forcibly emphasizes the popular
demand for a stringent law that will
prohibit the lssue or aceeptance of rall-
road passes by men lo public office and
men whe asplre to public office,

———
Veterans of Omaha's volunteer fire de-
partment would dounbtless be In a

quandary If they had to declde which
gave them most pleasure—fighting the
original fires or tightlng the old fires
over agaln over the hanguet table,

A —

The clty comptroller seoms to be a very
willing tool of the Broateh pollee com-
miesion for the purpose of bolstering up
the false pretense of a deflelt in the
poilee fumd requiring the arbitrary dis-
missal of slxteen pollee officers without
charges or hearing, His fictitious juggle
of the figures (o manufacture o red-ink
exhibit Is characteristic of him.

S It the tie between Tobeck and MeDon-
ald is not specdlly untied Douglas connty
may have to get along with four county
commissioners, Instend of five, and It 1s
a serious question whether the county
will guffer very much by reason of the
vacuum. Douglag county mapaged to
get along with but three county cominls.
sloners for more than thivty years,
e ————————

+ When Trafic Muanager Bird testified
before the Interstute Commerce com-
misslon that freight rates ought o go
higher he probably had In mind the
watered stocks that have lately been
so profusely lssued. OF course If rall-
road capitalization Is to bhe arbitrarily
expanded the stocks will have 1o come
down or the rates to go up, This Is one
of the things, however, that some of the
courts, as well us the people, are taking
& hand in,

An American International Archeolo-
gical commisslon made up of representn-
tives of all the republics on this conil
nent- will endeavor to devise ways and
means for preserving the rulns of the
pre-historie citles uncovered by various
archeological expeditions. Most of the
American republivs are too busy pr-
perving thweir modera citles from fulllng
into ruins (o devote much time to the
preservation of ruins that Lave long
plnce ceased Lhelr usefuluess,

THE MERGER DENIAL,
The formal answer of the Northern
Pacifie In the procesadings brought by
the state of Washington bhefore the
Cnited States supreme court creates an
unfavorable impression, anad scems to be
baged on the masim of the old legal
practitioner to dony everything whether
true or not. The very tenor of the de
ninls In the answer corroborate the
point of the complalnant state. that the
casence of the combinatiol between the
Northern Pacific and the Great North-
ern, with their purchase of the Bur-
llngton system, under the formn of the
Northern Becurities company, s In re
stralnt of trade, and In derogation of
the principles of the common law and
of the express prohibitions of the antl-
trust and Interstate commerce acts,
While the answer technleally denles
such purpose on behalf of those who In-
vented and geek legnl approval of the
consummation of the merger scheme,
the facte demonstrating such purpose
tower above the possibility of conceal
ment. That the Northern Paelfic and
Great Northern, each in {tself a mighty
transportation system, and together ax-
clusively covering a vast zone from the
great lakes to the Pacific, were In inde-
pendent control inherently competing
lines, 18 a self-evident fact. The para-
mount Interest of each was to get from
the other the largest possible share of
the total traffic beween those termini,
and of all the business from intermedi-
ate points which had the option of using
both lines. This wns the condition
whileh nothiog but & unlon of both sys-
tems under a common control, whatever
form It might assume, could get rid of.
What earthly motive but the elimina-
tion of competition could there be, under
the circumstances, for such a consollda-
tlon or merger? When the Burlington
system, covering the beart of the middle
west and previously exchanging 1ts ton-
nage with other transcontinental lnes,
was purchased, its stock was equally di-
vided between the Northern Pacific and
Great Northern, and reappeared, to-
gether with thelr own, in enormously in-
flated securities of the merger company,
on which dividends must be pald by the
shippers of the region made non-com-
petitive by the merger—by Increased
taxes, that Is to say. upon the total in-
dustrial energy of that region. Ir this
had not been the object, the voalume of
capltalization wonld have been reduced
Instead of so vastly and arbitrarlly in-
creéased, becanse the Increase I8 slmply a
tax on operation.
The pretense that J. J. Hill, who con-
trols the Great Northern, does not know
the purposes of J. J. il who controls
the Northern Pacifie, Lhe Burlington and
the Northern Becurlties company, is the
Ultima Thule of nonsense. The bocus
pocus that these several corporations
have no officlal and technical knowledge
of the purposes and dolngs of each and
all of them I8 equally preposterous.
That it Is serlously and elaborately set
up as a legal defense will be taken by
the American people as = virtual con-
fession that the position held by this
glgantic combination is indefensible on
legitimate grounds.
B
ANOTHER SUGAR WAR,
Another war between the beet and the
cane sugar reflpers seems |mminent
The manufacturers of beet sugar have
made shipments to the eastern markets,
the immediate effect of which has been
somewhat demoralizing to the trade,
since no accurate information I8 to he
had as to how much beet sugar may be
sent east. A New York paper says there
i« no doubt that by offering their prod-
ucts In the stronghold of the eastern
refiners the beet sugar people have cre-
ated a genulne sensation. The Atlantic
seaboard has thus far been the exclusive
market for the eastern refiners. Last
year the beet sugar people endeavored
fo secure exclusive sale for their prod-
uet In the territory contignous to their
factories, but the trust would not allgw
them to do so. This year, therefore, the
beet people bave apparently turned the
tables on the eastern refiners,
The San Francisco Chronlcle says that
nothing could be more opportune than
the fight between the refiners of lm-
ported sugar and the manufacturers of
Amerlean beet sugar. It will incldent-
ally show that no trust can control a
market which s profitable to other peo-
ple and the more profitable it Is the
surer to invite competition. But the
main lmportance of a contest at this
time, In the opinion of that paper, lies
in the fact that public attention will be
#0 efectually directed to the sugar ques-
tlon that it will be consldered on its real
merits. It Is not essy to see that In the
end any really good result cam come
from & war of this kind, but in the
menntime some little benefit may be
realized by the consumer.
————
DEALING WITH CUBA.

The question of future commercial re-
lations with Cuba ecountinues to perplex
the administration. The expectation
that the treaty negotinted at Washing-
ton would be satisfactory to the Cuban
| government has been disappolinted and
while our government is not officially
advised as to the objectlops to the ar
rangewent, it I8 well understood that
Cuba wants a much larger reduction of
| tariff duties on her products than Is
| proposed, it baving been reported that
]I'rmlm-m Palma will ukk that the re.
duction be B0 lustead of 20 per cent.
According to the latest information the
Cubun government is somewhat {ndif-
ferent lu regard to reclprocity, In view
of the lmproved outlook for its sugar
product, and will inslst on better terms
than the United States has proposed.
It also sppears that Cuba s not dis
posed to make the tariff concessions on
American products asked by our gov-
ernment. On the assumption that the
Cubans do net properly undersiond the
matter, which is very probable, a com-
missioner bas been sent to confer with
the Cuban officisls and endeavor to en-
lghten them regarding the situation,

It s nevedless to say that Coba can-
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not obtain a 50 p'er cent reduction in
our tariff rates on her sugar and tobucco
and should that government Insist upon
this it will end the effort for recliprocity
which the admninlstration s carnestly
making. It s by no weans cerinin, at
present, that even a 20 per cent redue-
tion can be secured, though perhups the
chances for this have lmproved. Still
it 1a sald that tho=e who are oppused
to Cuban reciprocity are preparviug to
renew the fight against it at the coming
session with no less vigor and deter-
mination than they showed at the lnst
sesslon. A Washington report states
that the program as now cootemplated
Is a combination of the cane and beet
sugar-growing Interests with votes in
several of the northern states, the policy
being to urge that If there I8 to be
Cuban reciprocity the other reclprocity
treaties pending before the senate muost
have priority of conslderotion. It is
easy to understand that a movement of
this kind might grn'u!I)‘.a'm:ql?lvuh- the
sltuntion and probably defeat action on
a Cuban treaty by the present congress.
President Roosevelt Is as anxious us
ever to effect cloger commercial reln-
tions with Cuba, as shown by the fact
that he has recently had conferences on
the subject with Senator Spooner, Sena-
tor Platt of Connecticut and others. It
is obvious, however, that the present
attitude of Cuba as it Is understood
will, If maintained, make It enfirely
useless for the president to appeal to
congress. If It shall be established
that the Cuban government wants such
concesslon as reported and Is disposed
to persist in the demand, the president
may as well forego any further attempt
to promote reciprocity with the Island.
As the situation Is now presented Cuba
le playing Into the hande of thoss who
are opposed to grauting her nny taril
concessions, It I8 & most unwise posi-

tion for the new republic.
—
SLIPSHOD WAFS IN COUNTY BUSINESS.

The public business of Douglas county
has altogether too long been conducted
in a slipshod manner that would not be
tolerated for a day in any large mercan-
tile establishment. The result is that
the money of the taxpayers is dissipated
without adequate returns or systematle
accounting. The time was when this
haphazard way of doing business could
be excused on the plea of an  Insuffi-
clency of officers and clerleal foree to at-
tend to the work properly, but no sucn
excuse now holds good,
When the county clerk was required
not only to keep the records of the board,
but also to check up the accounts of all
the other county offices, it was a matter
of course that efficient control ¢ould not
be counted on. In the lnst fow years,
however, a separate auditing department
has been established with ample asslst-
ance, so that no account should be paid
without proper certification of the fact
that the goods had been delivered, or the
service rendered, In stipulated quantity
and quality, as well as that no over-
charges were made. Yet It Is notorious
that bills for favored clalmants are fre-
quently allowed as a matter of accom-
modation without prior auditing hy the
comptroller, trusting to luck that they
will check up right afterward.
With reference to ordering work and
passing on contractors’ estimates for
bridges and road making, the county
business is still more loosely conducted.
The county surveyor should have super-
vigion of all the construction work of
the county in the same manner that the
city engineer has supervision of all the
public improvements In the city. There
{s no more reason why a county bridge
contractor, for example, should be al-
lowed to make his own specifications and
check up his own work than that a pav-
ing contractor in Omaha should be al-
lowed to do the same. No bridge or
grading should be projected by the
county board except on prior recommen-
dation of the county surveyor, setting
forth the necessity of the Improvements,
and no contract let until after the connty
surveyor has furnlsbed the detalled
specifications. Before estlmates are al-
lowed the surveyor should again be re-
quired to Inspect the work and certify
that it conforms to the specifications and
conditions of the contract. Fallure to
observe these simple rules of business
in the past bhas unquestionably cost the
tnxpayers in Douglas county thousands
upon thousands of dollars.

It I8 certalnly high tlime for the connty
poard to do business in n business way,

S —————
WATERED STUCK,

OMAHA, Nov. 12.—To the Editor aof The
Bee: At the lecture last ovening on
“Wealth and Want'' st the First Congregn-
tional church one of Omaha's prominent
bankers naked to be informed of the mean-
fng of “watered stock.” He said he had
8o often seen In the papers that the Weat-
orn Unlon Telegraph company had s large
amount of watered stock that he had given
the subject & great deal of study, but could
pot understand how stocks paying 4 to &
per cent dlvidend could have any water in
them. Wil you give your opinion of what
watered stock consists of?

JAMES A. FARLEY.

Watered stock s another name for
stock Issued In excess of the value of the
property capitalized. The stock of the
Western Unipn has been watered repeat-
edly by new Issues for the purchase of
competing lines at valuations largely in
excess of actual value or earning ca-
pacity. For example, In 1867 the West-
ern Unlon issued £3,000000 of stock (o
the promoters of the Russlan-Awerican
Telegruph company, designed to connect
Europe with America by way of Bering
straits and Alaska, which bad te he
sbandoned by reason of the succeasful
completion of the Atlantic cable. The
actual valne of the property turped over
to the Western Unlon did not excesd
$100.000. Blpee then Western Unlon
stock has been Inflnted by many millions
every tlme a bankrupt system was ab-
sorbed, but the enormous increase in
business has ecpabled the company o
pay dividends on lts watered stock with-
ont referenee to the aoinal Investient
represented 'n (i capitalization.

The nformution that the traln bearlog
the president was run for severul Lours

In order to make up for loat time will not
be recelved with uny degree of compla-
cendy by the general public. It Is fm.
possible to run railway trains at such
& high speed withour Incorring unneces-
saty rigk of accldent. American people
have bad too many and too recent les-
sons o rest satiefied with unnecesaary
exposure of their chief executive to ac
cldent. It would be better for the men
In charge of the pregident’s train to take
wore Ume and aveold every extra risk
when so great a responsibility Is upon
them,
TR A —

A lot of eastern democratic news-
papers are moralizing on the need of the
democratic party for a leader, The
need Is doubtless urgent, but not more
g0 than some other peeds. The democe-
rucy needs an lssue, peeds a better rec-
ord, needs votes, and, in fact, needs
about everything thnt s political party
ought to have In order to win the con-
fidence of the country. And what Is
equally essential, there seems to be no
progpect of supplying any of these great
needs, '

pp——

Attention of legislators-elect s called
to the fact that although the county
treasurer is carrying upwards of §100,-
000 of county money constantly on de-
posit in the banks, not a dollar of Inter-
est 18 credited up to the taxpayers.
What is true in this respect in Douglas
county is true in lesser degree in many
other Nebraska counties. It is not ra-
tionnl to presume that banks that pay
interest on other deposits have free use
of county money.

—N

The Natloonl Graoge in passing reso-
lutions against the truss and rallway
mergers gives notlce that it rejects the
doctrines of Jim HIl, that rallway con-
solidation 18 & bepevolent institution for
the sole benefit of the farmers. But
then Mr., Hill was not present at the
meeting of the Natlopal Grange, or his
persunglve eloquence might have in-
duced the delegates to behold him as a
benighted phllanthropist.

1t will take apout $30,000 more to re-
build the state penitentiary and make
it safe and commodious for man and
beast. And after the $30,000 has been
planted in brick, mortar and stoue it will
pot be many years before It will be dis-
coversd that the penitentiary will have
to be relocated i order to make 1t self-
gustaining or anywhere near wself-sus-
talning.

After notlug the foot ball games, scor-
ing 0 many victories for the Indians,
we may be well prepared to belleve all
that the superintendent of the Haskell
Indlan institute says in his annunl re-
port to the Indian burenu at Washing-
ton about the permanent good results of
learning to the Indians enjoying the
benefits of Uncle Sam's educationnl in-

stitutions.
———

Amnother guestion that may be pertinent
—If the electric lighting wires are all
put under ground in the business district,
why should not ome or more of the
poluts of discrimination against Omaba
in basing fire insurance rates be re-
moved?

——
An Awfal Warning.
Brooklyn Eagle,

The man who thinks that Hill is loom-
ing I8 right enough, but he looms as A
warning, not as & possibility.

Prospeciive Sgueecae in Bread,
Philadelphis Record.

A Flour trust of the millers of the Pa-
cific comst, with & capital of $20,000,000, is
the Jatest exhibition of the monopolistic
rage to control prices apd supplies of the
pocessaries of liviog.

Sticking Qualities Below Par.

Chicago Record-Herald,

General Hurrison's npame Appears as
““Ben’ Harrison on the new §5 bill. Still,
even at that, It lsan't lkely that a wvery
large percentage of the population will
get oo familinr with It,

Shouting for a LAMY

Chlcago Chronlicle.

From the frequency and fluency of Presi-
dent Eliot's observations respecting the
inlquity of labor unions we might be war-
ranted in surmising that Harvard has
hopes of a substantial donatlon from Dea-
con Baer.

War in Sagar Campw,

Philadelphia Record,

The war of rates between the Bugar
trust and the beel sugar men demonstrates
the {mportance of a home production. The
trust in determined, If possible, to stamp
out the gwowing beet sugar Industry, and
for that purpose sells sugar at M.ssourl
river and other competing points much
below the eastern rales, The best sugar
men are retallating by sending beel sugar
to New York by water from Callfornia.

SOUND PUBLIC POLICY,

Pointed Deciston an the Liability eof
Express Companiecs,

New York Tribune.

The decision In the supreme court de-
claring that express companiea may not
arbitrarily limit their own reaponsibility
for the goods entrunted to thelr care is in
accord with good sense and plain every
day Justice. ‘The express companies are
common o¢arriers. They perform a semi-
publie duty and ars well pald for the work
they do. When they take a package and
contract to deliver it they should not be
allowed to say how far they will suffer for
their own carelessness. They abould be
held to deliver the goods which they are
| prid to carry or forfelt their full equivalent
| in moncy value.

Tt I8 an old Babit of corporations of this
sort to make arblirary rules which they
force upon thelr patrons. o some states
the courts bhave compelled rallroad com-
panies to give transpertation for which
they have been paild regardlesa of the
artificial limit of time which they put upen
tickels, and In others It has even been
held that they cannot divest themselves
of Hability for mecidents by any form of
agreement with patrons, even with the re-
ciplents of free transportation. These de-
clstons perhaps go too far in limiting
capacily to coniract away rights for a falr
consideration Lo the way of passes or re-
duced rates. Undoubtedly, bowever, the
tendency to forbid coptracia freeing a com-
pany of responsibilitien is in the direction
of sound public palley. The corporations
having praciice]l monopoliea of semi-publie
business are in position 1o dletate their own
termas of service o the people unless the
law restrains them, not only in the matter
of rales, bul also in the matter of Hability
for fallure te do their work properiy.

At the rate of over seventy miles an hour '“A'I"l THE MATTER WITH KANSAST

Baltimore American: Thers s & remark.
abls stats of affaim In Kansas. The gov-
srnor-alect, who promised, If slected, he
would install & mistress for the new oax
eoutive mansion, of which the state |s
very proud, now says he can't find a wife
The voters, Intent on the double celebration
of a wedding and an Inauguration, lnslst
on his keeping his pledge, and In view of
the female vote the sltuation Is setrious.

Chicage Record-Herald: Here Io a groat
opportunity for the comely muidens of the
west who have not been spoken for and who
feel themselvea fitted to take charge of
the execullve mansion at Topeka Gov.
erpor-elect BPailey s 46 and Lieutepant
Governor Hanna Is 35, both in the prime
of a vigorous and sturdy manhood, and
both of a kind and gentle dieposition, with
A great fondnoess for children, Sealed pro-
poenls will Be recelved at the executive
mansion at Topeka untll January 1. Each
proposal should name the lleutenant gov-
eropor as “second cholce,” and cach should
be accompanied by a 2-cont stamp for
reply,

New York Bun: Kansss has an almost
new “executive manslon.”” The legisla-
ture never meant that this bullding should
be the gloomy fortress of a solitary, the
prison of a misogynist. Mr, Balley should
be wise in time. Even now Nemosis may
be heard clattering nlong thoee pollghed
floors. Is she the housekeoeper? [Is ehe
the cook? Im the January morning whit
head is this, dishevelled, timorous, thut
peepe out of the bedclothes while & tre-
mendous summoning knock Is heard on the
door, & door whose double locks cannot
bring courage to that jumping heart? That
would be Governor Balley's head, if he
wore one|; and that s Nemesis who (s
shouting her shrill warning &t the key-
hole. Bha goes, but another will coms,
governor. You will be bullled; your coffes
will be Adishwater, your beefsteak will be
caleined, your linen and your (temper
frayed, With demon-laughter Nemeals
shrieks and bangs the flatiron in the laun-
dry. Nemesis sweeps dust Into the gov-
ernor's eyes and burns up his papers;
Nemesis merrily snips the buttonas off his
shirts, beards him to his face and demands
& “character” and two weeks' wages when
he is sitting at the council board. The
Kansas women may trust Nemesis. She (s
a woman of great humor and hath un-
feellng iteration.

THREE OF A KIND,

Bpringfleld Republican: The passing away
of the man who made the Cardiff glant is
a reminder of one of the greatest humbugs
of & quarter of a century ago. Then
Barnum declared than the people loved to
be fooled, and the same might be sald with
as muoh truth today. The quack and the
charlatan find 4t just &8 easy to make
money nowadays ar they d4ld in the years
when the world was younger.

#an Francisco Chronicle: The punish-
ment of Letson Balliet, the mine awindler,
‘4 not adequate to his misdeeds, but it will
do am & starter. Oope year in jail and & fine
of $1.,000 is a light sentence for this ac
complished rascal, who secured §180,000

from oredulous people. No offense 1a
meaner than that of the man who adver-

tiges Ilnrge gains from & mining scheme
when he knows that his mine I8 worthless
There are other Indictments agalnst Bal-
Het, and when he emerges from jall he
should be prosecuted agaln and kept behind
bars for the rest of his natural life.

New York Tribune: Paris |8 enjoying a
swindle now not comparable with the Hum-
bert affair, but still with some unusual
features, A pretending canop, an une
frocked priest, named Rosenberg, of Jew-
{sh origin, » financler pamed Malleval and
some others plucked a wealthy widow,
Mme. Clvet. Malleval is an (nteresting
charactar. His lively youth resulted In his
being dlsinherited. He declded to marry
money, and did {t. And then on the day
of his wedding he went out with his wife,
took & cab, went to & cerinin gambiing
club on the Boulevard, and told her to walt
outside. That was, It appears, In the
afternoon, and at 2 o'clock in the moming
the bride was still waiting. When ha
finally arrived, the bridegroom informed her
that he had lost the wheole of her "“dot™
at play. According to the Parls papers that
was but & typleal Incident of his career!

ACOIDENTS ON OUR RAILROADS,

Room for Improvement in the Mortn.
ary Record.
Chicago Post.
The report of the Interstate Commerce
commission on Lthe subject of accidents on
the American rallroads contains food for
the most serious thought. Especially im-
pregsive are the revelations when con-
trasted with conditions in Great Britaln,
The bulletin of the Interstate Commerce
commission covers the year ended June 30,
1502, and reports eansuaities as follows:

Employes killed.......c....
Emploves Injured....
Passengers killed, .., .
Passengers Injored.......ccooceiiinianinns

Thus during one year 2818 persons were
killed and 49,800 Injured in rallroad accl-
dents in the United States. During the
game poriod not one life was lost on the
rallroads of Great Britain,

No wonder the English railroad com-
missioner who recently vialted the United
States to Investigate the matter of safety
appliances on American roads reported
uypon his return that “human life appears
to be of considerably less importance in
the States than in England!™ His conclu-
slon after inspection was that “American
roads have nothing to boast of in the safety
either of passengern or employes.'

The figurea of the Interstate Commerce
commiasion’s bulletin bear him out.

There were during the year ending June,
1902, 6,042 colllalons, of which 774 were
caused by the separating of trains, and
therefore, perhape, could hardly be ob-
vinted nltogether. But In the report om
twenty-six of the most coatly catastrophes
in April. May and June there is ample evi-
dence that s proper care for safety and a
stricter management with that end in view
would have prevented the accidents. One
oase was that of s night collision caunsed
by the release of cars from & sidetrack. It
developed that the man whose duty It was
te place these cars on the sidiog had had
ona Aay's experience in rallroading!

The report also emphasizes the fact that
too frequent mocidents are the direct result
of the men's having been on duty too long.
“It i» & falr question' mays the report,
“shether very long working hours, com-
bined with the irregularity which ofien I8
inseparable from the freight train service,
do not Introduce A serious element of dan-
ger by leading to, If not encouraging, the
taking of rest at timés when the duty Is
to keep awake.”

The whole question rests not upon any
epecinl sot of definite mlsmanagementis
It e oot the result of any conscious dis-
regard for human life, nor any mistaken
policy of economy in outputting aad pro-
viding safety appliapces. It is merely an-
other aspect of our national fault of haste.
We are disposed to be careless of detall,
and precautionary measures are detall. We
are ioclined to the “rough and ready”
mothod, sfficient Ip one direction, perhaps,
productive of results certainly, but some-
times lanvolving serious comsequences the
cause and extent of which we are too buay
to realize.

The safety of passengers and employes
alike Is worthy of more careful vonsiders-
tiop than It seems to be receiviag The
report af Lhe Intersiale Commerce commin.
slon ought to awsken intorest and porhaps
even induce some further regulation. Addi-
| Honal reguistion is clearly desirable.

1 hearth firea of

BURNING WORDS OUTLAWED,

An Authorftative Explanation of the
Reform Movement at Hertha, Neb,

Some days ago a dispatch to The Ree
outlined the prospectus of a moclety for
the suppression of swearing organized at
Bartha, Neb By way of frills the dle.
pateh Intimated that the soclety wan com-
posed exclusively of temales, and that the
pext atep In the peform movement would
be Lo ostraciee soclally boys and men ad-
dicted to ths abooking habit.  Naturally
the mnales whose Jiberties were jeopardized
threw a few hot expletives inte the vil.
lage gossip, declaring the members of the
organization had pledged themeerlves nover
to marry a man who swears, and declaring
in tonea of indignation: “"The girla <hould
walt until they are asked.” In this way
envious and maliclous spiritsa sought to
array the sexes against each other in a
community where peace and harmony,
Joyous union, hitherto
rolgned. Newppapers wera made uncon-
eciour vellcles of magnified gossip plied
about a solltary fact. It & a source of

gratification to be able to reveal that fact
anid restore, In part al least, the union
which has made Bertha the envy and

despalr of rival villages.

In a letter to the aditor of The Bas
Charlen W. Gates of Craig says the Antl-
Profanity leagus has & memberahip of
alaven boys and men and fourtesn girls and
women. With members of both sexes
unitad for a common purpose, the (ntima-
tlons of village gossips regarding sex ex-
olusivenesas and antl-marriage pledges ars
oruel inventiona of profane enemies,

““The motive of the msoclety,” writea Mr.
Gates, "Is not to anub those who swear.
It Is not to degrade moclety mnd trample
under foot the feslings of those who mo
lightly use the name of the One we love.
It is not to shun the soclety of the onae
who awears. It is an organization to show
him the uselessness of his habit; that he
gains nothing by it; that he corrupis good
manners, and that ho offands Christian
peopls who hear him. It Is an organiee-
tion gotien up as an Interdenominational
movament in order to better preserve the
name of our Lord and Master and the
mora sffactuslly to co-operate with all the
branches of the churches in advancing the
kingdom of God among men.

“Wo wish to call the sttention of our
friends who swear to Lhe following faot:
The children look to them for an examplo;
we look to them to respect our feelings:
God looks to them te obey His command-
ment. Had you better not look to your-
sell and stop swearing? Our pledge is a
simple one. Here (t |s:

"'l spolemnly promise to refrain from
all profanity as defined in the scriptures
(Bxodus xx, 7; Matthew v, 04-87; James
v, 12); or if not personally gullty of the
babit, I will, by such means as shall seem
to me wise, endeavor to restrain others
from iis use.'

“Does that look llke boycotting anyone?

—

“The young women are criticised for
belonging to this spolety. They are to be
honored for (t. You had far better take
your hat off to them for it. One of the
greatest books of our day (‘Pligrims’ Prog-
ress’) was written by a man who was
addicted to the use of profanity and whe
was couverted, and whose thoughts wers
turned to the things of God by reason of
& personal rebuke by a woman. God apeed
the day when such organizations may Im-
plant themselves in every county in this
and every other siate. This asoclety Ia
one that every Christlan should join. No
man was ever made the richer, wiser or
better by profanity.'

PERSONAL NOTES.

Major General Corbin was married the
first time when he was young.

Count Bonl de Castellane refuses to go
back and ait down. He proposes te do it sll
over agaln.,

Litigation in connection with ths SBamuel
J. Tilden estate {8 ended because all those
Interested are dead.

In Introducing an anti-dusling bill in the
French Parllament it seema that the
Frenchmen are taking their duel rather
serlously.

Tom Johnson's son lost 35,000 betting on
his father. If he desires to capitalize the
author of his being he had hetter take out
& life Insurance policy on him.

The youngest mayor in Ohle s V. E.
Bradbury of Gallipolls, who Ia just 24 years
old. Mayor Bradbury Is very popular in
his section of the Buckeye state.

Aston Webb, president of the Royal In-
stitute of Britlsh Architects, who recently
visited this country, told his associates that
Americans are laylng out thelr cities with
great monumental dignity,

The monument to General Josiah Porter,
erected by the Natlonal Guard association,
will be unvelled in Van Courtland Park,
Brooklyn, next Saturday, by Mrs. Robinson,
& daughter of General Porter.

There is & saying that large ears are &
slgn of honesty. If this is true, then Gov-
eroor Crane of Massachusettn In the very
incarnation of that noble quality, Hin
auricles stand out from the side of his
head like spionakers and are the most tm-
posing featutres of hin physlognomienl land-
sonpe.

Joeremiah Curtin, best known as the
translaier of Blenklewicz and other Polish
suthors, |s also & tireleas traveler. A year
ago he returned from a journey around

the world and he s now exploring the
northwest. He is sald to know aixty lan-
guages and to be & human encyclopedis

when It comes to the habite of strange
people in out of the way cormers of the

ETRONG HOLD ON THE WEST,
Fresldent Mooaevelt's Popalarity (on-
aplewans In fthe
Kanene Cliy Btar
Although President Hooseselt's views af
the results of the recent is that

Retaras,

vlection

the country has merely given the repab.
lloan party “a chance 1o make good.” plac
ing .o Mind faith In the cantinued suc-
cess of the party unless suceoss In earned
by the party In congressional legleiation,
It in not wtrapge that he Ie oxpecially

pleaped by the showing made In the wes!
ern states, In the cast the big reductions
made In republican pluralities were
vented from being bigger, and wsevoral
ataten were aaved to the party thraugh
| the last appeal of the campalgn manngers
| to the voters—the appeal to stand by tha
president and his  palicies. Thia plen
came directly from thoss persons who had
been mont active In opposing the prest-
dent'a polictes In the last semalon of con-
I'meous. It was made because (L was found
highly® expedient, If not absclutely neces
pary. (o the puceens of the party. Tt was
equivalent to a formal notice from the
beneficiaries of high tari® and frust
Heanse that they were ready fto nccede 1o
the president’s demand for reform. JL re.
mains to he seen, of courms, whother - he
implied promise will be “made good.” tLut
in the meantime the people have fAxed
things so that the party will be wholly
reaponnible for the acts of congross for a
oconsiderable time—responsible for the sup-
port that tha president recelves or falls
to recelve at the hands of the ssnators and
repraaantatives,

But while this appeal may have helped
some in the western states It was really
not necousary In this section. The peopls
of the woat have llked Mr. Roosovelt from
the first. They take to his kiad of states-
manship. They have faith in his purposes
and ability. He appeals to thelr vital tem-
perament. Hls honesty attracta them. His
gruuine democracy sults them. Those are
the causes behind the big gains of the re-
publican party in the west, even admitting
that the utter repudiation of Hryun and
Bryanism by the progress of events naa
weoll as the verdict of the polls has tendod
toward a refurn to old palitical lines In the
former “silver states.” It ia certuinly in-
cumbant on the westarn republican repre.
sentatives In ocongress to stand by the
president, It they seek to siand by thalr
constituenta,

pro-

LINES TO A SMILE,

Claveland FPlain Dealer: *“Who s that
IH;!'T'.‘:'I"!IC Ierlnn over lhi:-ro‘_'"
“"That? vhy, that's luck
who Invented the wnrmlmn“(‘h:ll:;n{n.'t'dlo'

Wuh!n!tnn Btar: *You admire that
musieian ™’
“Very much," answered Mr. Cumrox.
"b"nl;_lhh compositions or for hls perform-

ances?
‘Nelither. For his nerve in charging 55 a
ment. '’

Chloage Post:

"Bweet ase the uses of
adversity,”

quoted the phllosophical friend.
"'l'nrlysps.' admitted the prosale man,
“but I'm pot hankering for that kind of
Eweatness. "

Phlladelphln Press: “Of course.” anid
Nuritch, salf-complacently, *ii's something
to i #nll-made man, but then it's got
Its'!e‘il{ntwhnch <

“That's s0,"" replied FPeppery., *"You can't
blame It on anybody else, for instance.'”

Yonkers Statesman: ‘*“There is one very
:;:gle‘{.?iun mln.llthﬂ"w noticed about the

o suys ‘I told you s0, " remarked
the Observer of Events and s!‘hin;s. “Iim
never seems to come out with u new hat
after election.” "

nm‘mﬁhe can bs m a':?rd""' Man—1 be-
Y ]

do Hamiet made 1f you will let me
Business Man

do, just so you

er—1 don't cenre who yvou
eave me alone.

Chicago Tribune: "Now," gald Baldwin,
as they emerged from the aalpon wltlh the
ornate front and he resumed the considorn .
tion of the subject they had bean talking
about previously, “in the next place—"'

“All right,” interrupted Rambo, finding
l.}:)!{n“ere ?n front of another one, “let's

“What a peculluriy
shaped table.”” suid the prospective boarder.
I never saw a aining table with all those

Philadelphia Press: *

‘'soncave curves hefore.’

"No,”" sndd the boarding houss Kesper,
bt you see unless the table was cut out
in that fashion they couldn't gelL near
enough to it: our bourders, 1 mean. They
become 8o stout.”

LITTLE JACK'S CURIOSITY.

Jamea Barton Adams in Denver Poat,

My ma is actin’' awful strangs! She's
sewin' every day,
An' v\‘crf time she hears a nolse she'll
10

hide t thin, AWy,

The ouriousest Jittle things, all jos' as

white as snow,

With fancy work around the edge on top
an' down below.

It aln't embroldery,
women do,

Or wheni the door bell rings she wouldn't
chuck It out o' wview »
Jes' like it was agin the law, an’ lika ahe

honest thought
A officer might happen in to ‘rest her on
the spol.

the samo &8s all the

Bometimes when nelghbor wimmen eall

she'll whisper to "em so

That I can't hear the secret words, an'
then they all ‘1l go

Into her room an' shet the door an' I kin
hear ‘em there

A half way whisperin® ‘bout that mysteri-
ous affalr,

I hesrd one say, “"Oh, ain't It sweet!" an'

3 l.ellln'“"-r;'tll huwltlhnh i

os' envie wr slch happlness, whataver
it might be, -y

An' snyin’ ghe was sorry no sich luck

could come to her,

An' asked when Fome occurrence wWas ex-

pected to ocour,

I got a good mquare look at It the other
marnin’ when
I made & sneak behind her whila she was
R sewin’, then
i tol' her I‘luu.l caught her alick an' asked
her plump an' plain
If she was goln' to buy & doll fur litils
- Itl:l‘l‘ Juna, Mlids
er face got i LT rl’
» lnl'llu' m‘o to a'-:il‘l" . SyiE S5
My stumps an' & AWAYy an'
wuuldr‘hau from her! f DAY o3
An' I could see T hadn't guessed what
she was hidin' so.

I wonder what the thing kin ba? By jinks'

world.

If your hair is turning

remedy is simple:

It will not do impossible
wonderful things,
It always restores color,

"Mr hair was three parts
there isn't a gray hair to be seen,

druff, and prevents splitting at the ends.

gray before | used Ayer's Hair Vigor. Now
1 have man
same experience with it.”" — Henry Coleman,

I'd ke to know!

L J.'F..‘"Fl_|
i

FEED IT

gray or falling out, it is

starving. There isn’t life enough in the roots. The
Feed your hair.

Feed it with

Avyer’s Hair Vigor.

things, but it often does

stops falling, cures dan-

4.0, AyarCo.,
Lowell. Mass.

friends who have had the
ew York Cliy, N. Y.




