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Edward Dickinson’s Rise in the Railroad World

CAN nassure you It was no easy
matier for me to hand In my
resignunt lon, even though I was
vonvinesd that by wso dolng |
wouldl be enabled to grasp the
opportunity of my life,” sald Edward
Dickinson, in speaking of his resignation
as general manager of the Union Pacifie

to booome vice president and general moan
nger of the Kaneas Clty, Mexico & Orlent
When It e considered that thirty
thees yeurs Mr. Dickineon had beon in the
serviee of the Unlon Pacific it will b
diMeult o appreciate the slgnificance of
hig remark, “It was one of the hardest
tnsks of my lfe o lenve the old road
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Dick nson furnlzhes
for the youth who
unknown,” Is aboul
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mnay nat glve him the key to the vault of
riches, for Mr. Diekinson's work has not
been that of o financler and he has pro-
vonded thus far in life withoult amnssing
any great amount of weallh Rut for In-
fdustry, enterprise, perseverapce and in-
domltable will power, h's eareer is not

lacking In good examples, His rise from
mmssenger boy at the age of 11 to goenerl

manager at 42, 14 evidenes enough of the
qualities of the man

Edward IMckinson was born in Cumber-
lnnd, Md., October 8, 1850, His parents
waore unfortunate and he was thrown upon
Eis own resources when 11 years of age.
He wecured a position as mossenger boy
In Cleveland, 0., In the office of the old
Cleveland & Toledo rallrond. While work
ing a8 messcnger bhoy he found time, now
and then, to devote to leaYning t1elegraphy.

and as carly as 14 yearn of age he was
holding n regular operator’'s position in
Cleveland for the Atlantle & Western.
Evidently the boy had chogsen the right
occupation, for he acquired great skill as
n manipulator of the wires and his ad-
vancemoent was rapld, In June, 1860, ut

the nge of 19, he came to Omaha and ac-
cepted the position of elerk and operator
for the Unlon Pacifiec in the old freight
house which then stood down In the Mis-
sourl rivor bottoms on part of the tract
now occupled by the shops. He remalned
but a short time In this capacity, how-
ever, and soon returned Ohio, where
he became assistant traln dispatcher on
the Atlantle & Western in Cleveland, this
bting his first really responsible position
The western fever agaln sclzed him,” and
by December, 1871, he was back in Omaha
an night dispateher for the Unlon Paclfie
He handled this position so well that In
a short time hoe was promoted to that of

chief traln digpatcher at Laramie. In the
summer of 1877 he was made superinten-
dent of the Laramlie divislon, Hls next

promotion was to the general superinten-

dency of the Wyoming division, which he
held until November, 1884, when he was
sent to Denver and made assistnnt gen-
eral superintendent of the entire system.
He was appointed to this position by 8
R. Callaway, then general manuger of the
Union Paclfio, recently president of the

New York Central rallroad, and pow presi-
dont of the American lLocomotive works.
In April, 1887, Mr. Dickinson became gen-
eral superintendent of the system, which

ONGRESSMAN JONES of the state
of Washington tells this
slory A brillinmnt theologionl
student had been invited to come
and  propeh o candidae

Brother Sllas Smith was noted for his ten

dency to keep the asudicnce awake by

shouting “"Amen’” aboul overy often,

Some of the' members thought that this

might dieconcert the preacher, g0 one of

the members offered him a new pair of
boota If he wiuld refrain from shouting

“amen’ that day. Silas agreed But

toward the end of his discourse the siu

dent waxed a little too clogquent for Silas,
who shouted “Amen! Boots or ro botws,

Amen!"
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The Englishman was belog surprised at
the rapidity with which the sky scraper
WaR Eolng up.

“Denh me!™ he exclaimed, "It seems as If

your bulldings grow as rapidly as your
malze."
“Yen," replled the westerner, unblush-

ingly, "and the process of railsing them ia
wuch the same."”

“Fawncy! Won't you

“Well, you gee, we Just get an lron
plant, put it in the g nd, have the strect
sprinklers waler it and in & month or six
wecks the sky scraper !z full grown."

And. taking another breath, the cousin
from overseas managed to belleve it

explain further
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1586 the Union Pacific was cut up Into
five dividglons and Mr, Dickinson wns mnd
general manager of the Missour!i divigion
Ho remaltied in this position until the last
nf June, 1840

Here occourred n erisis In Mr. Dickin
gtin's career and the chain of suecosslve
promotions was suddenly broken To un=s
Mr. Dickinson's own worils “1 then left
the service of the Unilon Pacific by re
quest

This was an Interesting affalre W L
Holeomb was assdatant  general manangor

and It was he who requested Mr
reslgn The
Aled on June 30

Dickinson

1o Iatter's reslgnation  wa

when the office of general

manager of the Missouri  division waa
vacated and an the following doay, July 1
befare the news F Mr Idekingon's retirs
ment became generally known, he was in
Chicago, entering upan the positlon  of
general superintendent of all the lines of
the Dal!imore & Ohlo west of 1he Duckeye
state, h position of much welght and  res
rponsitdliry

April, 1881, however, found Mr. Dickin-
gon again with the Unlon Pacific, his old

mother road, and the clrcumstances of his

return are among the most Interesting of
Any In Nis entire carcer. The fact®that he
came boek to displace the man who hoad
caused his retirement, probnbly s of sec-
ondary lmportance to the fact that it wans
through the personal Influeqee of  Jay
Gould apd Bidney [Dillon that he wais  In-

duced to return und accept the position of
asalstant general manager. Holcomb then
left the road, 8, H. H, Clark was at  that
time presldent of the Unlon Pagific, and,
while President Clark himself made  the
proposition to Dickinson te return and ac-

cept the assistant general management, It
I an open Rocrot that but for the Influence
of the greatest ralleoad magnate of thoss

days Dickinson probably would have staved

With the Buliimore & Ohio, where he wiu
comioptnbly shigated an niged the gey
cri mihnagement b livt Charls F
Muyer if he would reject the Union Pa
c¢ifle’s olfer

Mr. Dickinson in the fall of 15882 was
dvanceed from asaistent general managor
to general mannger and this pesition  he
held continuously until the close of this
wor k He was, therefore, st this Impor
tant post when the dark days of the re-
velvership dawned, October 135, 1803, and
when the clouds dissolved February 1
Isg, and the compnony passed out of the
hands of receivers Into those of the
organlsatlion, commonly ecalled the new
COmpany

From hiz first day on the Union Paclfl
Edwurd Dickinson was ussociated with B
W Baxier, now superintendent of 1 b
Noebraskn division, It would be diMeule
to review the carecor of one of (hese men
without retracing that of the other. Their
business axsoclations have bound them by
the strongest ties of friendship. Mr. Bax

ter and Mr. Dickinson first met when Bax-

ter served as Dickinson’s messenger boy
#wt Léaramie, when the latter was dis-
patcher, Baxter, bowever, had been in the
service of the company ng Jong as his
vompanion, having started in nt the age
of 10 as water boy for n dirt train in
Wyoming. When Dickinson left the Union
Pacific for the Baltimore & Ohio In 1800,

Baxter went with him. When Dickinson
returned 1o the Union Pacifie, Baxter
came with him, or at least n few months
luter,

B E. Calvin, who Is now general
superintendent of the Oregon Short Line,
one of the Unlon Pacific's proprietary
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lineg, hias boen spoken of as a possible sus

tessor to Mr. Dickinson. Should thle eome
nbout It would be intorestine fqr old-timers
to recall that Mr. Calvin learned the
business."" | this wineg | under -Ed
INekinson, The latter gave Calvin his fie
il almost hie  entire Instructions in
telegraphy and Calvin held the statlon ut
Carbun, Wyo under Dickinsan

Mr. Dickinson, though a native of 1h
Alantie sonboard, 12 €ndd to have boen o
t¥pieal frontiersman from hie enrlicst duva
in the great wost, when tepin nd  stpe
cench robbery were mere amusoments and
postimes for some of the swifteér memb
of Hoeletly And frivnds of Mr iekinson
love to recall his eternal vigilnnee in help
Ing to 1thwart the wave of these Wity
fellows,  “*Never was there & robbery  on
the Unfon PPaclfic,” sald nn old fric 1;»1 ot
IMekinson's, “but that BEd was on the (raok
of the bandits right away and ho generglls
made the desperadoes realize (U, ton, Tho
fellows knew  Dickinson and they new
went out of thelr way to meet him, elthog
Dickinson could tell some mighty threillin
fales about things that happened in thos
diays If he wanted to. The Union Pacifi
never had a more faithful guardion of fts
Iinterests than this man And he was
equally as alert when there was o big snow
drift or flond to be dealt with—and thep
used to be lots of them., In the blg wiuzh-

«out of 1875, when from twoniv-five to fifiy
miles of the Unipon Pacifle teack was de-
etroyed in Wyoming, Mr. Dickinson workad
day and night to repair the damages. That
wing n great pressire upon the road and
a strain on him. Trains over that divigion
could not run for three monthe

One of the pleasant memorics which My,

Dickinson loves to cherish is his assoclation
with the late Bill Nye. It wns largely
through his efforts and influrnce that Ed-

Gleanings From the Story Tellers’ Pack

face Is aeamed with “worry lines."” He
atiributes these to the peculiarities of his
business,

“It's a pity.” he sald one night as he
sank Into a chalr in the Waldorf grillroom
It was during the ecarly days of the Boer
WAr.

“What's a pity asked

“I's & pity that they can't send thom to
the front.," he answered.

"Who can’t send who to the
asked,

“Why, the British send the women (o
the fronml,"” he exclaimed. *“If the average
woman could fight In the feld half as well
as the average woman can fight elsewhore
wirs would cease or the population of the
earth would be destroyed.”

Still his companion did not
and looked at him inguiringly.

"“They'd be great warriors,” he sald

Another pause; a long sigh

Mr. Grau rose and propared (o go

“T've Just been discussing contracts with
Mme, Calve,” he sald solemnly and wearlly,

somaeone

front 7" was

understand

as he started away As he reached the
door he half turned and added over his
shoulder:
“Enough sald!"
R —

In n Broad street hotel In Philadelphia
Senator Quay and some friends were in the
habit of “sitting In™ al a regular weekly
gamo of poker, st coe of which 8enator Pén-
rose of Pennsylvanin wans a mere looker-on,
After watehling the game for an hour or two
the junlor senator lunocently remarked:

“Fellows, 1 think I could play that game
It you'd Just make me out a schedule of

points.”  Thoy did o, and Penrose, with
the rules carefully written out In front of
him, took a hand. As the time for the jack-
pat approached one of the players said:

“1'll open for a dollar.”

Penrose scanned his hand, then looked
carefully over the rules and finally asked
"“What's all of one color?”

A fMlush,” he was told

“1'll play,” he observed.

The man who opened perfunctorily bet a

chip and, when the senntor ralsed, drew
out.
“It's nll yours, Penroso,"” the latter was

told, and then, as he drew the plle toward
him, somebody added: “Let's see what you
EoL, anyway.”
They looked, found two dlamonds and
three hearts and sarcastically inquired:
“Dido't you say you had a flush?’

“No: you sald 11" replled Penrose, add-
Ing, Ingenuously: “1 don’t know much
about the game, you know, but 1 rather
think 1 ke It.”
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Perhape the Maryland priest of whom the
following Is related Ald not give the best
possible advice to the penitent who ap-
peared before him, but he has not yet been
reproved by his bishop.

The penitent wes a young theological
student, who was alsc a foot ball enthusiast
and the commander of & team engaged In a
very hot contest The game was a tle, de-
pending on a grand rush to secure the vie-
tory. It was a man-to-man contest, aml
the youthful bishop in embryo, with all the
fire of those militant churchmen of old whoe
rode In armar, with blazing eyes, Into the

fhivk of the fight, oried fo his
“No your 4 d=t! Do your d dst !
But when the exultation of victory hal
passed off and calm rellection had restore)
the youngster to his normal state of mind
conscience froubled him g It has troubledd

many another man afer giving way to the

ot und

exeltements of the flesh He felt that he
had done wrong nnd should atone for It In
his trouble he went very penitently (o a

priest who had witnessed the « xeltlng s roz-

gle on the college campus and was hoardly
done refoleing over the result, for he was a
backer of the elde which won. The con-

sclence-stricken student apologetically sald
"Futher, | fear that In my excitement 1 did
very wrong and sald things 1 should not
have sald.”

“What did you say?"

"1 urged our slde to do thelr d At
What penance should [ do?'"

“Well, do your d——dst."

Tho wisdom, the wit and the ronsolation
of the ndvice were gratifving It showed

him that he had cons lously done no wrong,
and if he had the maxim of the homeopath-

Istz should be ppplied to the case—slmilla
similibus curantur.
- = —
A worthy man, who was very sonsitive

nnd retiring, having lost his wife, privately
requested that he might be remembered in
the minlster's moruing prayer from the pul-
pit, but asked that his name might not be
mentioned

On Suniday good minister
prayed for aged
brother, upon whom the heavy hand of sore
aMiction has so lately fallen.”

morning the

muost vloguently “our

gar Wilson Nye then o tall, gaunt, angulal
Yunkee, Inunched the Laramie Boomeransg,
the medivm throngh which he was Intro-
Hieed 1 the worldl as one of it brlghtiest
and b binorists There was noihing
inthis fork ountry cditor which at first
Igaostall 1o any of Wiz Irlends, of which

11 ¢ N hd bhosts, that he would ever

{ ! woerld with laughter, but thepe

Lo e magtet i his wiarm  and

ninl ul which drew mon to him The
|_-F 1, LnnEsy E muanners, the aversion
for formality apd =tyle and 1o gendali
of 11 Iwo men s =aid 1o have formed a
boud of mutusd affection between Dickin-
son and Ny

Mr. Dlckinson I8 no man for ceremony
A suggeetion of thisr vralt way be obtidned
from the circumstonees of h resignatlon
a8 genorn] manager of o rawd which be had
served a third of o century, His rosigna
tion was handed o oot more than a weol
prior o the tinie he expedtiod to loave the
Tamppaany

In Felbrfuary last Mr. Dickinson was ap-
proached by o reproeseontative of President
Stilwell of the Orient line and asked if
he wonld aeeept’ a proposition to becom
the gencerpd manager of that ropd. Mr,
Dickinson reccived the matier favorably
but made ne Jdefinite reply. However, b
tween that and July an understanding wis
reached nnd Mre. Dickinson had made all
preparations, even to the extent of engag-
ing his berth on the steamor Phlladelphia
to sail for Europe July % on which trip
he would have several hls connection with
the Union Paclfic and gone to the Stilwell
poople.  But the shopmen of the Unlon Pa.
eifle struck June 185, and Mr. Dickinson
abandoned all these plons, belleving that 1t
wns his duty 1w siny and help President
Burt through this rouble

Stilwell was disuppointed, but waited un-

til August, when he pressed Mr, Dickinson
for & final answer

"1 ecan do nothing under present condi-
tlons,” sald Mr. Dickinson, “for 1 feel that
my duiy |a here go long as this strike lasts
If you will give me until Junuary 1, 1903,
whon I think matters will have resumed
thelr pormal shipe, 1 wel nccept your
;‘L’npnr!lmh J

Stilwell wanted Dickin=in. He sald

0 owadt,’

A little over o0 week ago Mre Diekinson
was in Kansas Clty. Stilwell eent for him
He pressed him to vome to, the Ofém
soondy than the AOrst of the year. Ihekin-
von feturned (o Omaha and then for the
first time disclosed hils aftalrs to Presidem
Durt, and November 1 was Jdechiled on as
the day Mr, Dlekin=on shouwld beglih his

identifleation with the Stilwell road.

When it became delinptely known that Mr
IMekinson hod  decidod to the Orient
Gould sl
hehrtlest congratulations to President Stil-
well, saving he had sccured the best man
e could for the plave. Mr. Gould added
that hie personally was strongly attached to
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Mr. Dickingson, who had won the admira-
then of his father, the late Jay Goulil, many
YOeurs o

Side by side with this tribute from the
man who is presldent of more railroads
than  any other individual may be laid
n token from the Upnion Paclfic strikers,
muty of whom have known and worked
under Mr. Dickinson during the greater
part of his serviee winh the Union Pacifie
When these men learned that Mye, IMekinson
was ahour 1o leave there wag universal re-
Erel gt exprs jops of estoem wnd ndmira-
tion for thelr old ehiof

“We alwanys got falr treatment from
ek o sadd one and i e could not give
s what we watited he made us feel that
it was for some good reason and he was
gtill our friend.”

At this point an eldorly man, whom the
minister hod marricd (o a very young wile
during the week, rese with o bounce and
stamped down the alsle, muttering loud
enoueh to e henrd ol over the chapel

It sy be an alliction, but 'm blest §f 1
wiant to be prayed for in that fashion.”
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The recent Grand Aruy cocampment in
Wishington proveked a good deal of con-
mont regarding the large nuombers of eivil
war velerans who are still in good enough
phvsical condition o endure the fatigue of
a long march, Several southern demooerat s

were discussing this in o Washington hotel

lobby the other evening, reports the New
York Times, when Secretary Charles A.
Edwards of -the democrati congressional
committee said

“A few years ago Colonel William Green
Sterett and | were gittiog st & window
walching the parnde at a Grand Army en-
eampment. Hour after hour passced and
gtill- the Yankee hosts swept by. Colonal
Sterett became more and more thoughtful,

silent and depressed as the rmarch went on
After a long silence he looked up, and, lay
ing his hand on my arm, sald with the ul-
most impressivenoss =

Charlie, I'm going back to Texas and

burn up every southern history of (he war

that 1 ean find.'
What are you golng to do that for?
I asked
" 'Because, Charlle he said, stlll more
impressively, “they're full of lies, Thes

all tell about how many Yankees we killed,
Charlle, we never killed d—d Yankce
They're all here now!' "
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