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Lyons--The Velvet Metropolis and Its Factories

SILK WOHKERS ARE

(Copyright, 12, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
YONS, France, ©O¢t 15, —8Special

L Correspondence of The DBee) |
am in the sllk conter of the
world, where for more than four
contyuries the finest gowns of the
belles of all natlons have been turned oul

on common hand looms Lyons makes
whout $80uv0uve worth of sllke and wilk
goods every year. 1ts satiog and wve lvels

go nll over the world, and within the past
few months It hag boon busy making tho
rleh red velvels which wete worn at the
eoronation of King Edward VII

The city s the commercinl center of
middle France, and, next to Paris, the chief
city of this republi It took me elght

houre on the rallresd to cover the 200
miles between here and Paris, and 1 now
find myself In the rlch valley of the Rhone,
in ona of the most beantitully located of
cltles,

Lyons is surrounded by hills. It lles on
the lowlands, upder the mountalns, at the
confluence of the Rhone and the Baone,
On the other side of the Saone are the
Helghts of Fourvieres, with a greal tower
upon them, up which we shall climb for
the view. We walk through the town,
pasting the site cf a Roman palace In
which the most eruel of the Roman om-
perors, Claoudius and Callgula, were born,
we go over one of the Buone bridges and
by n ¢able rallroad are clevated to the foot
of the tower. Another elevator takes us to
the top, and we are 600 feet above the
river, hanging, as it were, high over the
eity., Behind us are the Golden mountalns
of Lyons, and beyond them, over o valley
of gardens and (recs, are the mighty Alps,
thelr snowy peaks forming o ragged silvea
mars ngalnst the clouds The day Is clear
and wa can see the snowy cap of Munt
Blane 100 miles away Turn aboul now
and look down Into the valley. Thore la
the Rhone, fresh from Its glacler cradle
in Mont 8t, Gothard, and nearer still, flow-
ing almost at our fect, ls the Saone, wind-
ing about through the town glde by slde
with its twin sister, the Rbone, DBelween
the two is the greater part of Lyons, ani
as we look we see the silvery stroams em
bracing the municipal malden in her silken
clothes and golng singlng on together to
the sea.

Stop a minute and think where we are,
Wa are in the heart of ene of the oldost
parts of Europe and on the site of one
of the most famous clties of France. This
Rhone valley was a trade route In  the
days of Julius Caesar and great falrs were
held here o the middle nges, to  which
merchants from Amsterdam to  Veulee
and from other parts of Europe came to
buy snd eell. The Gauls had a town on
this alte 600 years bifere Christ was born
and at the time Christ lived hore was a
Roman city. On this very hill ¢ne Roman
emperor caused 20,000 Christlans lo  be
massacred and in the days of the French
revolution the Tribunal, finding that the
gullloting would not kill the Lions aris-
tocrnts fast enocugh, ted them together
with ropes In rows of sixty and executed
them by wholesale with canncn loaded
with grape shot.

The Lyons of today, however, dovoles
{tself more to business (han to politics
or religlon. Tt Is n great manufacturing
center, It contains 600,000 people nnd
with {ts suburbs has about three-guar-
ters of a milllon. Standing here on the
tower you can sce Lthe smokestacks of Its
car thops, tanneries and chemical works
and there, across the valley, on the other
side, I1s the famous Crolx Rousse (Red
Cross), the hill where the silk makers
live, where the fashlons of generations
have been woven and where today somo
of the most beautiful cloths of the world
are produced The hill looks but little
like a manufacturing center. It has no
vast brick buildings. walled with windows,
such as you see In the factory towns of
our country; It has no smokestacke pour-
jng volumes of black lanto the clouds and
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ten years, und Is one of the best pald men

of silk factories and
of them are situated upon that hill,

We descend by
Saocne, cross the bridge and take the troiley
car through the city to the cable station at
the foot of Croix Rousse
ear, dropplug a sou, or 1 cent, at the turn
Is charged for the
box car where
of sllk workers are standing, and in 4 mo-
ment find ourselves riding to the top of the
A few steps from the station above
tukes you loto the heart of the silk Indus-
We can tell it by the elick!
elek! elick! which I8 heard on every street
and In every hallway.
five-story structures, bullt along alley-llke
streets, with narrow entrance doors.
bulldings and they are

bare-headed mon and

We go into the
from $£1 to $1.20
frones per day.

the lighining hav-
ing been called to make broeades and silks
try of Lyons, olir women's
such a rate
The houses are lean

cents a day and pays for his loom on In-

make better wnges,
thelr families
been living and working for generations,

I have talked with many of the silk men

indeed llittle
bochives filled with laborers, every cell of
which Is a little factory.
In the great silk depar.ment of the Rhone
is done on hand looms, and there are 400,
000 men thus employed in this department,
Even where power lpoms are used the work

Most of the work

find a general bellef that the days of such

coming into competition
and its teade 18 slowly but steadily
making beauvtiful #llks
with the best ¢f modern machinery at Kre-

Other countries are

few cenls per day per loom
We onter one of the bulldings and walk

clicking golng on &8 we mount
to story. The building Is rudely constructel
convenlences
knoek at a door, pounding loudly in order

the Russiana
doing some wonderful weaviag near Moscow
rapldly regaining the

woaving, A Frenchman lo his shirt slesves,
with a eap on his head, opens the door and
He has just left his loom

he again goes to work.
The loom {8 old-fashioned, and he works It
throwing the shuttle by hand

chlef silk-manufacturing paoples
asks us to enter

Lloyd Aslatls
with his feet, Itallan silk good
making & pattern of The United States, howevsor, Is Injuring
dress goods which may eventually be worn
by some of the four hundred,
perhaps on a Virginia
House reception

we annually contributed about 332,020,004 to
Lyonas silk weavers.
per cent of the slik we consume, and, not-
withstanding
wealth apd population, our Lyoas purctinsss

enrng 3 francs
half, or 70 American cents, a day of eleven
He has beep working at his trade

IN THE SILK REELING ROOM
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do not amount to more Lthan $10,000.000 a
vear. The French wrliasa clalm that the
falling off In thelr trade 15 due to our pro-
teetive tariff, which has built up the silk
Industry of Paterscn pod other Amcerican
vitles In these pluces the silk is nadle o
large mills, and the cost 1s 80 reducod that
American commercinl travelors are now
gelling American silks in Europe. We al-
ready weave two-thirds as wuch silk as
France and cur silk c<ports may >ul be-
come ¢ac of the featu:«s of the samearicsn
commercial invasion of Europs. I am told
that a number of the I'reach factors have
already removed their plants to the United
States, und that olhers are remodeliog ther
mills on the Amerizan plan.

I visited this afterncon the biggest silk
mill of this country, It has 420 looms and
two or three timea that many employes. The
bands are barc-armed, bare-headed girls,
well dressed and In many case good look-
ing. They are the daughiers of the meaw
who work cn the house looms and are the
descendants of many genersticns of sllk
weavers., The mill is somewhat like a greas
colton factcry, save that more bright col-
ors  ars  used, In the reeling room tha
threads are of all the hues of the rainbow,
und the thcusaunds of spools make a mazs
of brilllant tints and shades. The factory
ls well lghtod, and 1t s equipped with all
the modern convenlences of our factories
The wages are very low and there s no
trouble In getling emplayes

I was intcrested in the velvel w o rks. The
finer of such goods are made by house in-
dustry, although power looms are generally
used The weavers huve found they can

not make wages by using thelir old hand
lovms and they have had them remodeled
#0 that (hey can now earn 75 cents and up-
wards per day, Much of the velvel woven In
Lyuns 18 brocade, and that in most beautl-

ful patterns. Silk and velvet curisins nte
made, some of which cost as much as $300
a patr. 1 saw velvels today which sell for
$70 n yard, and was shown curtains which
require four months to weave The fineas
of the welvets. are made in these little
rooms

The velver s wove about wires, the
threads being cut through to the wires with

s knife and the wirea taken out. The vel-

here, under the supert
skilled workmen, the boyas doing the \.\'nrh".

vet hus to be made thread by thread, each
lice being cul separately, so that a slip of
the knife would ruin the cloth.

1 visited owne factory which made 8,000
yvurds of red velvet to be worn at the coro-
piution of King Edward, and another where
I was shown &pechimens of furnitute cover-
ings made for one of th: Vanderbit fam-

ilies at w cest of §21 o yardl. Think of
paving $21 for a chalr scar!  And Lhis s
what the stull costs In Fram The pric
will bie doub.ed by the time It tels Into
gue CF the Vanderbilt paluces and s htted
L to s luxurious solas Eyvery STTU
down upon it e or Vb caver o
ard of . It would muake e ungoumiorinbile
Lo slt down on $42 at ooe tm
The very best of the Fronch silhe selidom
got to the United Sintes, as our dutices ma ke
them almost prohibitory Velvels which

will sell for $4 a yard in Lyous would cost
$10 a yard In New York and sllk Brocadsse
ut $ a yard would be doubled in price
fifter they had passed through our custom

house and pald the charges of the milddl
men

I bave gone through some of the largest
of the Lyons sllk stores. They are to b

found in buildings not unlike factories. You
entor_an unpretentious stalrway and on th
second or third floor may find a door wih
a little brass sign marked with the nome of
the merchant, Entering you cvome into
large rooma with long counters running
through them. There Is po silk on view,
for the goods are stored away lo cuses or
drawers until brought out for customers
The rooms are well lighted and pars of
them are walled with mirrors in order that
the colors may be shown by reflected as weli
as by direct light. Some of the oldest
styles are the most beautiful, apd these
are repeated from age 1o age, new dosigns
are being continually luvented and the great
&0 artists of France are vogaged o desd
ing. The French are noted as designers
aud they have schools here which (each de-
signing. Some of the faciories make plo-
tures o sllK both for the decoration and
witll covering, The faces of the most noted
men of France are thus woven ns well as
fanegy pletures of all soris

Lyens is dolopg all it can to foster s silk
industry It hoas |ts technical schools which
teach all branches of sllk manufacture
Young men come here from all parts of the
world to study how to mwmake sllk, and many
work In the mil's for that parpose, There
{8 one school which cherges from 800 to
1,200 francs a year pg tultion, The 800 fruncs
Is the charge for Frenchmen and the 1,200
francs that for foreigners. In this school
the best of modern silk weaving machinery
Is used and a great part of it bears the
mark of American manufacturers. An
American sewing machine séws the pattern

cards together, and American methods of

woenving are employed All kinds of silks,
velvets, plain and figured gocds are mude
tendence of the most

themselves with the professionnl sk men

dB8 OVerseers

I visited the Lyons municipal silk school

ot the Crolx Housse, aflter going through
the sllk factories of that nelghbarhcod. This

school is sustained by the clty, and ls oper

only Lo Lyaunese youths, Any Lyons boy

who has reached the age of 15 can eoter

upon the payvment of §1.73 and learn all
about silk weaving, designing and pattern
making The course of day study is ten
mounihs, and there ls in additlon a wighi

hocl B which a course of three years k

required

There ure about 300 puplls o this school.

They belung to the rich and the poor, many

if them bving the sons of common laborers
Every boy has to keep a diary of his work,
with the patterns of the slilke ke has mad »,
wnd nlso coples of his designs, The school

teaches all matters about the breeding of
gilk worme as well as all kKinds of weaving
and deslgning. The professor in charge, a
kind looking o!d Frepchman, wearing a

(Continued on Seventh Page.)




