Foolhardy Work by German Torpedo Boat Officers
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GERMAN TORPEDD BOATS AFTER BREAKING THROUGH THE BATTLE LINE OF THE Bl SHIPS
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Photo Taken on German Crulser During the Maneuvers.

HINCE HENRY of Prussia, our one
Lo zuest, has been put this year
In command of the firat torpedo
bout flotilla of the German navy,
putting ft through those dashing

muaneuvers which are peculiar to this branch
of the German navial service, Thoese Ger-
man torpedo boat maneuvers, while their
practical utility has been questioned, and
while they have become notorlous for the
disasters which they have caused, ore,
nevertheless the admirntion of the naval
world for the dash and “clan® displayed by
the commanding ofMceers of the boats and
the freedom from fear or, as their critics
gay, even proper caution, which they show
in handling thelr little vessels.

Some remarkable photographs which have
Just been recelved In Ameries Illustrate this
tendency very well. They were taken dur-
Ing the manecuvers of Prince Henry's fleet
and show the arrow-llke vessels steaming
in lnoe at full speed with such slight in-
tervale between the boats that the most
trifling accldent to one of them would re-
sult in the almost Inevitable destruction of
the boats astern; for it |s & matter of frac-
tions of a second betwesn safety and de-
structfon when torpedo bhoats steam so
closely together at such speed ns these are
making.

Germuny still belleves In torpedo boats of
the very highest speed that can be pro-
dueed, but England would seem to be mod-
erating its ldeas In that respect. Hereto-
fore the British have set thirty knots as
the standard speed for a torpedo boat, but
the group of four new boats recently com-
pleted at Chiswick have a speed of only
twenty-five knota, By requiring less speed
it is thought that so much will not have to
be sacrificed for lightness of construction
and the boats therefore will be stronger
and more seaworthy,

With her torpedo boats Germany has
displayed a dispoeition to take long chances
which has resulted in her losing more ves-
sels of this class ln proportion to her fleet
than any other natlon. The German naval
officers went into torpedo-boat work with
all the enthusinsm and restlesspess that
mwarks the automobllist with a new high-
speed machine, In fact, the German tor-

UMBERLESS are the stories which
go to show that an Englishman
fAnds It almost imposgible Lo see
an American joke. George FH.
Daniels, general passenger agent

of the New York Central, Is responsible for

a lote specimen. It I8 of an American who

told an Englishmao that he dreamed he

wae dead, but the heat woke him up. “Aw,
baw jove,' sald John Bull, “you must have
tremendously bot weather In your country
it it wakes a fellnl out of his sleep.”
iy
At & musicu]l where Rev. Thomas P. Me

Loughlin, known ns the “singing priest of

Chinatown.'" was a guest, relates the New

York Times, 8 young womuan, with a rabust

soprano volee did most of the entertaining

fhe was very proud of her accomplish-
ments and her musiesal  education, She
sang songs In German, Hallan, Preoch and
English. When she appenred to have ex-
hausted her repertoire apd the company
present wore wishing for a1 change in the

program Father MelLoughlin pald her some
compliments and added:

“Why, Miss Jones, 1 think you could sing
ad Infinltum.”

“I really don't know it," responded the
obliging young woman, "but if the music Is
here, 1'1 try it."

“l had hbusiness in & small town out
west,” sald a Boston man, quoted by tha
Baltimore Herald, "and 1 left the address o
home, so that some lmporiant letters could
be forwarded to me. I figured out about

pirde bont commanders may not
called the “automobllists of the
cnuse of the wiay fn which they dash about
with the lopg, leun vesscls and because of
the chances they take,

The loss of Lthe torpedo boat commanded
by Duke PFrederick Willlam of Mecklen-
burg-Schwerin, a disaster In which the
duke himself went down with his boat and
ontire crew, was a catastrophe that called
the attention of the whole world to the
things which the Germans woere attempting
with thelr torpedo boats., The rank of the
duke made his loss a matter of such mo-
moent as to river attention from all parts
uf the globe, Since then the torpedo boat
officers of the German navy have been a
little more carceful, though they still take
rigks which officers of other navies would
consider as unnecessary and unwarranted.
Competent authorities, however, such, for
instance, as the editors of the seml-oMeinl
Statesman's Year Book, declare that while
“with the German torpedo boats some ab-
solutely remarkable evolutions are per-
formed which excite admliration, yet thelr
vilue has been questioned,” but adds that
“the Germans are probably in advance of
all other nations in torpedo work.” This
is the testimony of the highest British
paval authority. So it would secm that,
even i Germany has lost more torpedo
boats In proportion than any other nution,
ghe hans at least nccomplished something to
be proud of in the drilling and disciplining
of her officers nnd crews

The Germans do not name thelr torpedo
boats as mosut of the other nations of the
world do, but give them numbers and let-
ters. So In the list of Prince Henry's flo-
tilla, instead of reading such suggeastive
names a8 “"Viper,"” “Scorplon,'" ete,, we
find that the fNeet of his royanl highness
vonsists of torpedo boats 8. 106, 8. 102,
8. 103, 104, 105, 107, 8. 96, 98, 55, 100 and
101 —eleven boate in all of the oowest type.
The faect that the Germans give their tor-
pedo boats numbers and letters in place of
names somehow seems to make the dash
with which they handle them all the more
remarkable. It would seem to the or-
dinary person that it would be compara-
tively easy to show a lttle dash when In

Inaptly be

seri,'” be-
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vommand of @
“Adder,” or the

torpedo boat pamed (he
“Wasp," while to display
the eame ability on torpedo hont “two and
carry one,”" or X, 10 and o halr,”
be next to an lmpossibilhy., But
mhang 4 g,

would
the Ger-

The wrpdo

boats whivh coprise
fleet of I'rince

Henry are bullt on
proportion of 183 feet of loogth o 21
feet of bean. Some ure Targer and some
are smaller, of course, bt that s the gen
eral relution of beam to breadih ino he
newer torpedo boats of the Gortan navy
In the older torpedo boptg the relation of
beam to breadth was o the ratio of 168
feet of length to 18 feet of beam, Of o still
older type was the torpedo boat, which
foundered at the mouth of the Elbe some
Years ago.

Lhe
the

Her loss was a most dramatic affalr and
caused much discussion mt the time g to
the possibility of making a torpedo bont
thoroughly seaworthy und etill have it of
proper dimensions for the uses for which
she I8 Intended.

The Gerwan fleet had been maneuvering
In the North sea, and with [t wis, of course,
a small flotllla of 1orpedo boats. The
weather became stormy, and the fleet, hav-
Ing no especinl renson  for slaying out
longer, put Into port, The torpedo bonts,
which should huve been sent into port as
soon as the weather becnme uynfit for them
to be out (0, were not ordered to leave the
fleet, and instead of preceding the war-
fhips Into barbor, they stayed out untll the
last In what would seem to have been a
Epirit of bravado, though the excuse given
—and it was a plausible ope—was that the
oficer desired to test thoroughly the sea-

golng qualitles of the boats In  heavy
weather,
As the torpedo boats approached ihe

mouth of the Elbe the sen became more and
moare disturbed, Ope of the two boats which

trled to make the port got through. The
other “turned turtle’” just as she had
nearly reached the harbor's mouth, and
plunged beneath the waves.

In 1855 the Germans lost the torpedo bont
S. 41 off Jutland. and it was (n September
of 1807 that Duke Frederlck Willlam of

POATSE RUSHING AT
Cruiser Durlng Maneuvers.
Moecklenberg-Schwerin
boat, §. 26,

In 1848 8. 80 went down.

went duwn n lis

In the vourse of the naval
Inst yenr the Germans lost
NOo. 76, a vessel of 150 tons,
wenl dowa with it
torpedo bont B, 42 wis vrun down and sunk
at the mouth of the Elbe by the British
moerchant steamor Firsbhy. 1t went down at
nlght. The nlght was cloudy but ¢lear and
hoth vessels hnd thele Hghts burning bright
ly. The torpedo boat supnk about five ming-
tes after the collision, taking down with
it the commanding officer and three of his

mativuvers of
torpedo
Unly
Laasi July (1w

hout
one man

GeErman

crew. What came near being another fatul
disaster for a German torpedo boat took
place last April while the torpedo boat

division of the training fleet waus procesding
to the Eastern Baltic. Off the island of
Moen torpedo boat 8. 32 came In collision
with the schooner Odin. The schooner sunk
at once and the torpedo boalt was badly
damaged. It was, however, able to keep
afloat untll It got to a dockyard.

The waters of the Bultle and the North
stn are stormy walers most of the time.
Their Intervals of good behavior are not of
long duration and when the winds really
miake up thelr minds to how! and the seas
tor roll along their shores they do It with a
will.

Before the Klel ennnl was bullt it used
to be a favorite mancuver with the torpedo
boats to go from Wihelmshalen on the
Baltie, around the northern point of Den-
mark and so on down to Hamburg or Bre-
men. It was almost a foregone conclusion
that before the voyage was completed nasty
weather would be encountered which would
try the seagoing nbllities of the torpedo
boats and the nerve of thelr officers and
crews., If a bont was lost—well, It slmply
piroved that It was unseaworthy; that was

ull, and that 1ta type must be lmproved
upon the pext time one of that class was
bullt,

The completion of the cunal conpecting
the Bultic and the North seas has removed
the necessity of sending the 1orpedo bonts
on the perilous voyage around Jutland, and
they probably will be sent over that route

Gleanings From the Story Tellers’ Pack

when they ought to arrive and went down
to the postofice to inguire for them
“‘No letters here for you,' sald the
master,
peace.
“'Couldn't have got here yesterday, as
old Brown, who carries the mail, wns drunk
and didn't go over to losco after It.'
“'And how about today?’
“'wWell, he's sober enough today.
his old womuan has cut her foot’
“*But there will be & mall tomorrow? 1
querled.

post-
who was also a justice of the

bt

“* '‘Skassly, slr. We don’t have no mall
on Thursdays.’

“'Then how aboul next day?

“iFridays 1s sort of off days with the
Tosco postmaster and he generally goes
fishing. If he don’t he sends the boy over

I never count on It, however.'

" 'You seemn to have a slipshod
runting postal affairs out In this «
I snid an 1 turned awny

way of
untry,’

“waal, 1 dunno but we¢ bave,” he ad
mitted as he looked al me over the top
of his spectacles, 'but as lopg s nobody

but Uncle Bill Simpson ever gets any mall,
and that's only a circular about how to
kill cockroaches, we kinder take things
ensy and let the United Btates run aloug
without bustin' her biler.'"

Rooker T. Washington, talking what he

calls "hard sen=e¢" to a gathering of his
race, was tryving to explain the shades of
difference between self-help and the mere
moral obliguity of sell-interest He told

them that there
ubtained without

"“There
plous,

f& Httly or
work, adding

was an old negro, professionally
who wanted a luxurious Christmas

nothing to be

day dinner, and who nlght after night
prayed to the Lord to send & turkey, The
days passed, Christmns approached and

the old fellow undertook to compromise by
asking the Lord to send him to & turkey, He
got one that very night.”

An elderly and dignified man appeared

one morning recently in the ofMice of &
rallwny paesenger ogent o the city of
Beston. The ofMcinl e winted to so¢ was
uut

“Perhaps, suggested the visiter to the
lordly ofMlce Loy, "vou can direect me

N, replied the mnguate thus addressed
“I Kin do nothin'. No one here gives pakkes
‘tepl the boss You'll have to walt until

he comes In*

At this Junciure one of the clirks recog
nlzed the caller as Senntor Hoar and offered
his services

"I wish to ascortain,'' sald
to whoms 1 owe Lhe price of m meal for
which I forgot to pay yesterday when 1
left the dining car at Worcester, Someone
had to pay for what I ate and 1 want to
relmburee him."

“0Oh, that's all right, Mr,
turned the elerk, 'l guess
bothér about the matter.'

“No, It lsn't all right and we
about (" replled the
mude the clerk search

the aenator,

Hoar." re-
we peed not

will hother
And he

records

genalor

the office

with the rosult that the pame of the walter
responsible for the collection of the check
wis duly ascertalned. Then with as much
evident satisfaction as though he had suc-
ceeded In getting an important bill through
congress the senator pald the clerk §$1.50,
to be credited to the waller,

“In Mr. Depew 0" sald o life Insurance
REent, hunddong bis card to the office at-
tendant,

“I'H osee, sie replicd the minlon, going

Into the Senator's sanctum, roports the New
York Times

Mr. Depew glunevd at the eard and shook
his head in th Although the up
per part of his body was hidden from public

negative

view by his desk, the scontor's lega were
plninly  visible asw he sat with his slde
towasrd the denk.

“Mr. Depew s out,' saald the attendant,

WL osnld  the
plancing through the
wish vou'd tell him
I think my
fuse

Iinsurance solicitor,
door, "1
when he comes in that
company positively ro-
to accept him s o first class risk un-
less he will agree to always take his legs
with him when be goes out.”

half-apen

wauld

A rather good story 18 told at the expenso
of “Juek'" Daly by Special OMeer Garr of
the Eleventh and Race streety pollce sta-

thon, relates the Philudelphin Tolegraph
Daly, before becoming a member of the
“foree’ was one of the best known lHght

welghts who ever stepped in the “squarcd

FULL SPEED IN LINE TO ATTACK BATTLE SHIVS

Photo

lews froguently than before, though in ma-
neuvering they are at any time Hable o
L ordered (o mnke The voyage.

The experienco galned by the offcers and
men of the German torpedo bost fotilla
and the points which have been revealed
to navel constructords by the passage of
torpedo boats from the Baltle to the North
Son by winy of the northern point of Den-
mark have done as much as anything else,
if mot more than any other one thing, to
dovelop the German torpedo boat wervice
g0 that It stands today In the poaition It
does It is seldom that a German officer
will take chances on runnjpg his torpedo
boat washore, bLut he will take nll sorte
of chances In keeping her out to sea when
the ofMicers of other nations, with boals
of slmilar bulld, would seek a harbor.

When the German torpedo boats are ma-
neuvering with a fleet of warships of larger
growth, a favorite performance {8 for Lhe
entire flotilla to make o sudden dash and
try to get Inslde the lipe of the men-of-
war. This 18 done In all navies when the
torpedo boats go out to play at war with a
fleet; but in other bavies, as a rule, It
fs the sneaking up of single boats to try
and torpedo a battleship before she is
dlecovered which Is the favorite game. Bul
a whole flotilla, making a dash for a lot
of men-of-war (o line of battle, has some-
thing desperate ubout It which seemn to
appeal 1o the Germans who command the
lttle stinging midgets of the sen. In the
last two years the Britlsh have plled up a
lst of torpedo bout dlsasters which makes
the German record seem tmme, but It must
be remembered that Epgland bhas a much
larger torpedo boat fAotilla than Germany
with which to Invite disaster. Last year
and this year the British bave lost three
torpedo boats, the Cobra, Viper and No.
81, and have had no less than sixteen other
torpedo boat accldents, some of them seri-
ous ones, In the same time France has
lost ono torpedo boat and had two serious
torpedo bout pccldents. Italy has had one
accldent to her torpedo boats, and that not
a very serious one. She does not Indulge
in torpedo boal maneuvering as much as
England and Germany. Russia had one ne-
cldent, not serious, In her torpedo fleet.

clrele,” and his trim athletle fgure shows
to advantage In his policeman’s uniform. A
few days ago, according to Garr, Daly, at-
tired o full uniform, was standing on Ninth
street when an elderly lady stepped up and,
after looking hlm carefully over, nalvely
ingquired: "“Are you a pollceman?’ When
Juck recovered his breath he solemnly sald:
“Honest 1 am, lady. If you don’t belleve
me, I'll show you my badge "

Among other weéll meaning northern men

who bothered Lincoln in ‘64 with lmprac-
ticable plans for ending the wur was a
kindly, bland and bald old fellow whose
flow of conversation was slmply madden-
Ing to the good-patured, but busy presi-
dent, By hook or crook (the old fellow

managed to gelt by the sentinels, and Lin-
coln was too soft-hearted to give him per-
cmptory arders 1o rempln away. One after-
noon, when he had interrupted Important
business for nearly an hour, the presiden?
suddenly rose, hurried to & cupboard anid
drew forth a large hottle

“Pid you ever use this remedy for bald-
pesa?’ the unwelcome caller was asked

“Never," he replled, examining the label

“Well," sald Lioecoln, with an alr of
onn conferring am especial favor, *‘you
may have iIL. Here—take the bottle, go

home, rub It woll into the hesd and come
back—say In three mopths—and let me
know If It dld you good. ™

And he hustled the hairieas old
through the door apd bowed him off.
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