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Omnha's next red letter event ls the
great Christian church convention.

The Btratton case illustrates the old
saw that where there is n will there Is
a way—to break It

e —

If only permitted to do so, the publle
will be glad to call the Putoam Bradlee-
Btrong incident closed.

it i» emsy o accounl foi ihe -
friendly weather, The army maneuvers
are now on In the vicloity of Fort
Riley.

—
All the natlons of Burope applauded
Becrstary Hay's note on the perseeu-
tion of the Roumanian Jews, but they
geom to have exhausted their -enthu-
sloym with applanse,
——

Indications are that Carrie Nation has
at last got up against too tough a prop-
osition even for her In the students at
Yale. She could stand their levity, but
thelr singing proves too much for her.

—

The new president of the National
League of Republican Clubs was elected
by aeclamation. It would mot have
looked well to have had a roll-call. The
league ls petered out. Why not call
it off?

———

Cubi seems almost resigned to do
something for berself without walting
for Uncle S8am to do something wmore
for her. What Cuba accomplishes for
berself will be the strongest argument

for additional assistance from the
Ubnlited Statea
——

Evon In the mountain states free sil-
ver s a4 dead Issue, The people have
lost interest ln t. The Montana demo-
crats, In their late convention, dropped
all reference to sllver out of thelr plat-
form. And yet a few years ago Mon-
tann was almost as redhot as Colorado
{tself for the silver deluslon.

E——

The Bee knows that Iln pleading for
the elevation of the morals of future
street falrs and the elimination of the
debasing apd rufaply elements it runs
the risk of belng classed among the
“knockers.," But it does not hesliate to
take this risk in a good cause, In which
it knows it volces the sentiments of
all the more reputable elements of the
rommunity.

———

Dreyfus will not attend the funeral
of his great champlon, Zola, but the
exhibition of intolerance which makes
his absence prudent will burt the na-
tional character of France in the esti-
mation of the world Incomparably more
than It will hurt the persecuted officer.
No act in the whole eareer of the dead
suthor was more noble and honoruble
than his unselfish champlonship of the
cnuse of Dreyfus,

———
On the whole, the democrats seem to

the nomloation of fusion candidates for
the legislature throughout the various
Nebraska districts. The momentum
given by the democrats when they cap-
tured the head of the state ticket has
given them encouragement to stand out
for the pominations in the lesser con-
ventlons and sll that is left for the popu-
lists is to take thelr medicine and try to
look pleasant,
e——

President Walah of the National Irri-
gation congress wants to Impress upon
the officers In charge of the govern-
ment rrigation work the necessity of
selecting proper locations for the ¢xpert
mental reservoirs, As the
are expected to be bullt on land now
belonging to the government, so that
oo real estate deal can enter lnto the
glte there 16 Do good reason why the
location should sot be fixed exelgsively
with a vlew toward producing the hest

THE STRIEE WiLL 60 0N,

The hope that Preskdest Rossevelt's
effort to biring aboat & seitlement of the
anthracite strike wonld be successful
has been disappointed. The operators
have again shown that thelr chief pur-
pone s to destroy the erganization of
mifners and that they ave determined to
secomplish this regardless of the eost
or of the conseguences to the publie
While the miners desire to submit their
demands to lmpartial  arbitration the
operntors will listen to no suggestion of

( this kind, asserting that the organiza-
We ' tlon of miners s a lawless body with

which the operntors will not deal
What's to be done? Is 4 question that
has become urgently pressing. There
is no satisfactory answer, for there ap-
parently 18 no way of compelling the
operators to resume mining, as there ls
pone to force the miners to return to
work. Nelther party Is amenable to law
as the situation now stands and If
nelther will give beed to public opinion
the struggle must be fought out. The
arbiteary attitude of the raflroall presi-
dents and coal operators, In the full
light to which the conference exposad
them, confirma the general popular im-
pression that they have been arbitrary
and tyrannical from the Arst in dealing
with the miners. That they are ut
terly reckless as to consequences s now
fully demonstrated. Want of fuel In
only & less serious deprivation than
want of bread and In cold weather a
conl famine would be as destructive as
A pestlilence. If a bread famine were
to be ereated In our great clitles, re-
marks ap eastern paper, by the refusal
oi tlie miliers to grind flour, no awouwnt
of respect-for the rights of property or
of labor would stand In the way of
muking very short work of such a situa-
tion., As the fact that fuel is as in-
dispensable as food becomes painfully
manifest, those who are stopping its
stipply will have to reckon with a pub-
le sentlment quite as lttle disposed to
argue the case as would be millions of
famlshed people. “It I8 one thing to
reason about the right, to labor or not
to labor; the right to operate mines or
not to operate them; and quite a dif-
ferent thing to stand helplessly by while
sick people, old people and lufants are
perishing for lack of the heat whose
source of supply has been arbitrarily
eut off.  Public patience, pretty well
exhausted already, will not stand a test
like this"

. President Roosevelt has done his duty
In the matter and there does not appear
to be anything more that he can do un-
lesa he should conclude that congress
could formulate an remedy and that an
extra sesslon of congress in mdvance of
the regular session would bring forth
the pocessary leglsiative maasures. The
conference dlsclosed no new facts, but
it foreibly demonstrated the obstinacy
and arrogance of the operators and It
Is not to be doubted that publie sentl
ment agalnst the anthracite coal com-
bine is stronger than before the confer-
ence. On the other hand, the wise and
conservative attitude of the miners has
very greatly strengthened their clalm to
publie sympathy. (O

A MILLION PENSIONERS.
Twenty-three years ago James A. Gar-
fleld sald the penslon list had reached
fts llmit. At that time, 1870, the num-
ber of pensloners was 242,756 and the
sum pald for pensions was a little more
than $33,000,000. The pension report
for the year ended June 30 last shows
that there were then carried on the
rolls 900,046 names, a galn of 1,711
over the previous year, There Is doubt-
less at present a round million of pen-
sloners and the list Is growing. Since
July 1, 1865, there has been puld for
peasions on account ,of the war of the
robellion the vast sum of $2,728 878,000,
These figures show that our govern-
ment has been liberal Beyond precedent
in bhistory. It is the most maguificent
example of pational gratitude ever given
and It is surprising there should
be among those who receive this bene-
faction of the government any dissat-
lsfaction or any feeling that the country
is not dealing falrly with them.

It will be Interesting to note that Ne-
braska has 17,630 pensioners, who re-
celve annnally §2,414,213; Iowa has 87,-
008 pensloners, who aonually recelve
§0,481,002; Kansas has 41,083, to whom
is pald annually $6,051,064; Missouri has
58,788 ‘pensioners, recelving annually
$7,180,084. Thus in these four states
the annual disbursement on pension ac-
count exceeds $20,000,000. Penusylva-
nia has wore pensioners than any other
state lo the union, but Ohlo gets the
largest amount of peaslon money an-
nuelly, over $15,000,000 golng to that
state. The commissioner &f penslons
intimates In his report that death Is
removing many veterans from the rolls,
yet the Hee of pensioners grows and as
theie are more than 839,000 claims
pending no decrense In the rolls Is to
be expected in the near future,

———
THE AEEDS UF ALASKA,

The governor of Alsskas has polnted
jout that the needn.sf that territory are
& representative o congress, the ex-
tenslon of the land laws to that country
and some change In  the method of
school government. Bimilar views have
been ecxpressed by every governor of
the territory, but congress has given
scant heed 1o them. At first the ob-
Jections to congresslonal sction were
based on the plea that puch measures
would lnvelve needless addition to our
government expenditupes. XNow that
Alaska is pouring wmillions into the na-
mul:um and recelving a mere pit-
tance in return, that ohbe‘ol no longer
holda,

Mr. Frederick W, Beward, whose dis-
tingulshed father negotisted the pur-
chase of Alaska, makes an sarnost plea
for the recommendations of Governmor
Brady, He says that under existing
condiions no one can have any but
A “squatter's right” to land sud yet
there are mililons of acres of arable
land and thousunds of miles of densely
wooded cousts left useless and unocew-
pled. Al nlong the Paclfie coust are

resuits from am englnoering standpolut.

‘men eagoer and snxious to go to Alaska

bomes,
reusonn why eongress should not muke
better provision for that territory, which
I* & most valunble possession and un-
doubtedly can be made wore so. The
Iand laws should be extended there
and edueation should be promoted. Fuar
ther neglect of these requirements will
be Indefensible.
—
TIMKE POR HiGiHER IDEALS.

Now that the Ak-Sar-Ben carnival s
over it may not be inappropriate to ex-
press the bope that the popular amuse-
ment features of the strect falrs of the
future will be placed on a higher plape
than has prevalled In the past. The
coarse, vulgar and viclous exhibits of
the Midway should by all means be
ellminated and a class of amusements
substituted that do not shock the mod-
esty of well behaved and respectable
people of elther sex.

It I8 a lamentable commentury upon
the |ndifference to public morals exhib-
ited by the Board of Education, that the
¢hildren of the publie schools should be
given a hollday without strict supervi-
#lon on the part of school officers and
reasonable assurance that the boys and
girls of this city wonld witness innocent
and harmless amusements ratber than
demoralizing and brutalizing exbibitions
that should be banished from all cities
even for the grownup and matured pop-
ulation.

If it Is essential to supervise the lit-
erature which the children of school age
are permitted to read It certalnly ls fully
as lmportant that they should be safe-
guarded from countaminating lnduvnces
that tend to deprave thelr tastes and lo-
pulr their moral stamina,

POST CANTEENS FAVORED,

It Is stated that Becretary Root will
recommend, In his annual report, that
the law prohibiting the sale of Intoxicat-
Ing beverages in military reservations
be repealed and that the canteen system
be once more established. It Is sald
thnt Information recelved at the War de-
partment from general officers and from
posta all over the United States and in
the Philippines, with few exceptlons
bears out the predictions which were
made that the abolition of the canteen
would be followed by an increase of
drunkenness among the enlisted men, by
an Increase In the number of trials by
court martial and by an increase in the
number of desertions,

The report of General Funston regard-
ing conditions in his department as the
result of the abolition of the post can-
teen will undoubtedly be supplemented
by others of a similar cbaracter, It
shows a state of things which oaught to
mmke an impression upeon the minds of
the most radical tempePance advocntes
and change the oplonlon of the few army
officers who urged the repeal of the cun-
teen law, The general sentiment mmong
army officers when this matter was be-
fore congress was that it Is better to
allow the enlisted men to have the privi-
lege of drinking beer aud light wines in
moderation within the Hmits of the
army posts than to allow them to resort
to the low saloons and dives outside the
posts, where they would be under no
restraint and where they would be sup-
pHed with liquor as long as they hnd
money to buy. IfSecretary Root has
declded to recommend the restoration of
the post canteen, as reported, there Is no
doubt that he will hyve abundant ma-
terial with which to gustaln his position.

TAR WENT FOR HUMESEEKERS.

The winning of the west, so far as re-
clalming it from the possession of the red
man, has long ago been accomplished,
but the winning of the west In exploit-
ing Its resources to their fullest ca-
pacity has been only commenced. What
wns labeled In the geographles a few
decades ago as “the great American
desert” has been long ago blotted from
the map and the borderland that was
supposed to separate civilisation from the
unbroken wilds has completely disap-
peared,, With the exception of a few
remote sectlons, the work of the ploneer
has wmade room for the homeseeker and
settler—not the fortune bhunting adven-
turer looking for a chance to make s
strike, but the substantial, thrifty and
expertenced farmer and his family who
desire to locate where they have room
to expund and where their children can
In turn become home owners for them-
selves

The lmmeasurable possibllities of agri-
culture in the west have as yet been
reallsed by oDone of ua Every
littdle while we read some note of
warning that population is fast out
running the food supply, but lmprove
wents o the methods of production,
pew ioventions in labor-saving machio-
éry and organization of agricultural in-
dustry bave repeatedly refuted this
menace, What bas been done in this
direction i the past Isa simply the fore
runner of what is to be done In the
future, and the man who devotes his
abilities and talents lutelligently to
farming, stock ralsing, dalrylog and
other close-to-the-soll vccupations |8 sure
to becoms steadlly of more and wore Lm-
portance l the Industrial world,

That the opportunities for agricultural
developinent are larger, more variegated
and more loviting In the great west, or.
more specifically, In the states between
the Mississippi river and the Rocky
mountaius, than lo the east goes without
saylug. This territory Is steadlly In-
creasing lu population—and  popula-
ton, two,. of the most substan-
tlal character. Farm lauds are con-
stuntly rislog In valoe and the profits
of agricultural pursuits are becomlug
surer und more satisfactory. The burd.
ships that formerly enveloped the frop-
tler are no longer met there. Rallroads
(raverse every quarter, pearby markets
are at hand, the benefits of good schools
and churches. adequate postul service,
telephones, telegraphs and all the fa-
cllities that make for social intercourse
are ut haod, in fact almost everythiug
that the more populous communities of
the esst can afford,

The bomiesecker who vislts thege west

to seek thelr fortunes and make nwlri
There seems fo bée no good | looking for.
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ern states will surely find what he |s

———————
UNWANRARTED RESENTMENT
Sowme of the South and Central Awerl
can republics are manifesting o spirit of
resentment because of the action of the
United States Iun protecting the opera
tion of the Papnanma railroad, In com
pliance with its treaty obligations. It
I sald that the presence of maripes
along the line of the road is regarded as
evidence of the Imperialistic purpose of
this country. Houth American news
papers have polnted to this incldent as
fpdicating an intention on the part of
the United States to acquire territory In
that part of the hewmisphere, although
this 18 pot the first time that Unlted
States turines have guarded  the
Papnma rallrond.  There Is a report
that the South and Central American
republies, or a part of them, may unite
In forming a United States of Bouth
Amerien, with a view tw maintaining

the existing territorial status.

There could be no abjection 1o & union
of southern republics and undoubtedly
it would prove beneficlal to them, but
no such thing Is needed for protection
aguinst the United States, for there is
no thought o this country of taklng
territory from any southern tepublie. A
proposition of territorial acqulsition in
that quarter would be overwhelmingly
rejected by the Awmerican people, who
not cnly want no more territory, hut are
especinlly desirous of malotalning
friendly relations with the southern
republics. What our people want s to
cultivate a larger trade with the people
south of us aud thik can be done only
by cultivating friendship, as our course
bhas been towhrd those people for three-
quarters of & century.

Bo far as the Panmma Incident Is con-
cerned It gives not the slightest war
rant for resesitment. We have slmply
fulfilled the obligation assumed in a
treaty made muany years ago and we
have done this lo the Interest of all
countries whose merchandise s trans-
ported sucross the Isthmus of Panama.
It is most essential to trade that that
route shall be kept open and the United
States having accepted 'the duty or
obligation to keep It open wmust do ro,
The course pursued Infringed upou ho
right of Colombla, but in fact wus dis-
tinctly in the interest of that governo-
ment, since the revolutionists undoubt-
edly would have ken possession of the
Panaina rallroad bad not our goveru-
ment intervened.

The spirit of resentment over this
matter shows how ready some of the
people of the southern republics are to
suspect the Unlted Stutes of unfriendly
desigons, In spite of the multiplied as-
rurances they have recslvad of the good
will of the American people and our
earnest desire for the progress and the
welfare of all the slster republics. The
growth and advancement of those coun-
tries must be to our advantage cowm-
mercially and In order that this may be
realized we shall continue to show to-
ward the southern republics the same
friendly - Interest that has marked our
relation with them during the greater
part of a century.

By the sworn statewment of the ex-
chalrman of the democratic state com-
mittee in Missouri, now holding the
most locrative office in the gift of Gov-
ernor Dockery, it appears that for a
long period the chairman, In conjune-
tlon with state officiuls, has been re-
celving campalgn contributions from big
corporations and trusts interested in leg-
Islation and o dodging taxes Yet
the State Board of Equalization in Mis-
sour! nssesses rallroads at an immensely
liigher figure, relatively to other prop-
erty, than the State Board of Equaliza-
tion in Nebraske. In 1801 the average
assessment of Missouri roads was $14,.
G306 per mlle, Rgainst an average Assess-
meat of $4670 per wmile for the Ne-
braska roads the same year.

R

Over in lowa the practice seems to be
established, at least on the republican
side, for candidates for congress to lasue
n letter of acceptance In which each de-
clares himself on the principal issues In
which his constituents are nterested.
Judge Birdsall, for example, nominated
to take the place declined by Speaker
Henderson, defiues hlmself at length in
au open letter on the tari and the
trusts. This practice bas not been in-
troduced In Nebraska, although It might
be with perfect propriety, Voters who
are sasked to send a representative to
cougress bhave a right to know where
each candidate who aspires to represent
4 constituency stands before called on
to cast their ballot,

——

It is the helght of folly for the hurd!
cosl corporations, absolutely refusing to
wmuke uny concessions with & view to
break the fuel famioe to ralse the In-
sulent question: “What are you golug
to do about it? The Awerican people
may not, just now, be able to say pre-
c¢lsely what they will do. But one
thing 18 dead sure: A way will be
found, if the coal barons and thelr em-
ployes cannot between them fnd a way.
The American people are bigger than
either or both the purties to this Inter-
ference with publie comfort and safety,
The trapsportation ond mining com-
panies had better be doing something,
and not asking what tbe publie 1s going
to do.

Futility of the power to suggest with-
out the power to eaforce the sugges
tlons s agaln llustrated In the presi-
dent’s conference between the coal op-
erators and the coul miners. If the
law vested the president with the au-
thority to lmpose penaities upon those
responsible for the strike situation, the
operators would pog feel so free o dis
regard his advice.

——

The financlal theorists are again call-
ing for & bunk currency whose volume
will expand and contract sutomatically
to conform to the countrs's peeds. The
trouble is that po such automdtic-ex-
pansion currency has ever been devised.
In the past whenever our clroulation
has been artificially fudated alwost i

surmonntabile diMoultion have arleen I
the way of contracting the velume, the
only means of getting even belng by
walting until the expansion of trade
passed the money supply., Automatic
banks with deposit balances conforming
to the drufta of the depositors are about
as likely 40 be realized as automatie
currency.,
T —

Bending the first message across the
Pacitie eable, now In course of cop-
striucton, will mark another epoch 'n
the e¢lectrical transmission of Intel
ligence and will no donbt be celebrated
with due formality. In the present
day, bhowever, the juncture of the far
ecast and America by divect electric wiry
I& by no menns of a8 great lmportnnes
na was the Joluing of the Atlaptic and
the Pacifle by the Pacifle telograph
forty years ago. The revolution worked
by the discoveries of Henry amd Morse
and thelr practical application to the
uses of the busineks world Is even today
not yet fully vealized and perhaps uot
fully completed,

L]
As evach successive democtdtic enn-
vention ignores the Kansasx Clty plat-

form sod smothers Bryan with stlence,
ex-Senntor Alen gives thaaks nnew thiat
the populists hnve por abandoned hei
natlonnd organization, but are kKeeplug

It In reserve af & bhaven for sliver deni-
ocrats who way be driven out from the
democratic party when It
lzed.

Is treorgan.

A —————

The snme stutespien whose souls wore
so troubled a few years ago over low
prices are now showing profound con-
cern on the score of lugh prices. But
the great mass of faruers and wage-
carners, merchauts and wanufacturers
are pot demanding o lay off, but are
busily and contentedly at work.

Disadvantages uf Pride,

Baturday Evenlng FPost,
ride costs. The bald-headed man pays
as mush for & hair-cut as anybedy eise. If
he oalled for a shine he might save

Consumption Frowned Upon.

Indinnapolls News,

While there may be, as Commander Peary
says, no pulmonary troubles In the Arectie
regions, there are authentle reporis of a
great deal of stomach trouble due to under-
eating. Even If a man s free from con-
sumption he never feels at his best when
he is starving to death.

Cause for Thanksgiving.

Kansas City BStar.

There is cause for hearifelt thankagiving
that this country bas fnally reached a siage
where the sharks and gamblers of Wsll
street, with thelr Indecent scramble flor
spolls, can overrcach and destroy them-
selves without hurting the people who are
engaged In legitimate business pursuils.

Democratic Thankfulnesa,

Phlladelphin Record (dem.)

Ex-Senator Marion Butler of North Caro-
lina, & high populiat authority, declares that
his party will go it alone in the next con-
test for president. If the populista will go
und take with them thelr whole cargo of
siate soclalism and cheap money humbugs
the democrats will have reason to be thank-
ful.

“Natlve” Faverite Sounns.

Chicago Chronicle,

Among the ten “native" statesmen of
Mississippl whofe poriraits are to adorn
the walls of the state house at Jackson are
Jofferson Davis and Sargent 8. Prentisa.
Davis was born in Kentucky and Prentise
fn Maine, If the remaining sight are the
fame kind of "natives” Miaslssippl must
be having & bard time raking up favorite
sons.

Mortifying, but Unavoeldable,

Boaton Transcript.

Doubtlens it will strike many as mortify-
ing that a new dinper sst for the White
House has 1o be procured in a forelgn
eountry, It certainly does not speak flat-
teringly of American art or of American
industrial conditions If, after all the the
cost of protecting that industry as good
chinaware cannot be turned out here as
ig Great Britaln.

THE MAN WHO WALKS.

A Cheery Sermon for Hustlers om
Two Feet.

Philadslphia Ledger,

We are entering upon a most delightful
period of the year, when a walk afleld takes
on the semblance of a duty. One of our
socredited writers tells us with charming
frankness that perpetual devotion to what
s man calls his bualoess is only to be sus-
tained “'by perpetual negiect of many other
things, and it {s by no means certain that
s man's business is the most important
[thing he has to do.” A walking tour, me-
cording to two brilliant essayists, Willlam
Hazlitt and Robert Louls Stevenson, |s ths
fdeal way to cast off the burden of dally
care, Some of the fnest sentiment to be
found in the books is the smanation of the
saunterer's braln. We recur to Bayard
Taylor's "Viewn Afoot™ and to Charles
Dudley Warner's “Wanderings'" and “Saun-
terings” with unending pleasure, “Ad-
frondack’ Murrar's journeyings opened a
mountatn vista which will never lose ita
impresslveness.

Nature ls prone to hide her most allur-
ing nooks from all explorers save thoss who
approach them afoot. A tourist willing to
undegtake infinite labor to gain a certain
summit of the Adirondacks to get the best
view of the sunset was rightfully set down
by the knowing guldes as & man of superior
quality. Haszlitt's conception of happiness
was “the cloear biue sky over my head, the
green turf beneath my feet, & winding road
before me and a three hours' march to din-
per”  Stevenson makes much of the rest
after & day's walk:

You lean from i-ou: window, your last
m recking whitely In the darkness, your

full of deliclous palna, your mind
enthroned in the seventh cirele of content
LLALEY ¢ lu:‘l'dyau have had fine mo-
ment, and loo upon all the
the earih; and, whether 1L was wise or fool-
t‘l’& tomorrow's travel will carry youﬂ..mi

mind, Into some different D
the infinite.

In the era of the bieycle, the electrio oar
and the automobile there s some danger
that real walking will become obsalete., Oc-
casionally we meel a sinewy representative
of the old school striding slong the high-
way, but more frequently the byway, striv-
ing to keop alive the fiue old traditions con-
cerning the joy, the lospiration and the
bealthfulness of mere walking. Now and
then is discovered, even In town, & resolute
digciple of the cane, & robust old fellow
who omn”principle never rides from his
home to his office or his atore, probably s
mile away, though » oar is going that way
in which be coyld ride for a trifie,

Persons of this sturdy and intrepld stamp
are becoming so rare that they are pity-
ingly regarded by the common herd of
riders as eccenirics, curious survivals of
the walking age. A brisk five.mile walk
Into the couniry has become sn adveature,
A wan or woman who can accomplish the
feat and report for duty in geed irim the
pexl day is something of & heso,

oms of | Rgo.

r PLASTS FROM RAM'S HORK.
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Practionl plety must be permonal.

The greedy man always cheats bimasif.

Profanity is often a specios of insanity.

Good Intentions do not lmprove with age.

The flame of lust quenches ihe light of
life.

Strength in praver cannot be meawnured by
length,

Grapes of peace do not grow on thorns of
passion,

It ia & valn hope that the chains of hablt
will rust off.

The recordiog angel cannot be fooled by
church reporis.

To be at our best tomorrow we must be
&t our best today.

The day book of time determines the
ledger of eternity.
When a father is too tender lis sons

usually balunce things

The world's gremiums are never worlh
the cast of the coupons.

A man must have a poor hope of another

world who fghts so hard for the posses.
wlan of this cne,

PERSOMAL AND OTHERWISE.

The Phillppine guention bas relired so
far from the front of the stage that evenm
Boston s not worrying about (L
| In the caser of the conl strike the consummer
I‘r-lt what the ‘Innocent bystaoder' con-

trucied n o Kentucky shooting solree.

The corset (rusi. having determined the
relative merita of the straight and the
curved fromt, will now proceed with the

EQueese,

“The eternnl Atness of things” Is aptly
shown In the selection of Waterville as the
place of meeting of the Massachuwetlts pro-
hihition convention

Any American with $300,000 to blow In can
setoure the North Pole for a parlor ornu-
ment, Lisuténant Peary saye as wmuch and
he ought to know,

Collins, Mo., harbors a man bearing the
name of Glad |mith, but, like the mule of
his native sinte, much depends on the way
you approach him.

Before killing bimself & Duluth man
wrole, saying, “l have just found oul what
an ass 1 am.”™ Then he folded his ears and
went to aleep with his revelation

Only about §7.000,000 worth of property
was destroyed by fire in the United States
Inst August. August, It ghould be remem-
bered, was oot as hot as {ts reputation,

It in sald that Washinglon policemen are
#o extremely virtuous that they will not
enter a saloonm o stop m row. Here a8 ma-
terinl for a revival of dime museums.

The mayor of SBeattle chased a bear out of
town one day recenily and both mayor and
bear got lost in the adjacent timber. The
report falls to mention the brand of bhear
oll bls honor keeps on tap.

Dr. Robert Bell, who has been making
a mudy of the west coast of Bafin Land,
reports that the fisland Is 900,000 square
milea In ares and the second largest island
In the world, being surpassed only by
Greenland.

Members of an Indiana “shivaree” party
are diligently plcking birdshot and reck
salt out of thelr hides. Thers 18 no exer-
clss agual to this to hring gny ald hoys and
young boys to a realizing sense of the beau-
tiea of anutumn and the wonderful color ple-
tures which the geason presents.

A wise old Solomon with the beard of a
patriarch holds down a seat on the bench of
Pennsylvania and occaslonally lets loose a
judicial ripper among things domestie. Tha
other day, with becoming gravity, he held
that a husband waws not gullty of desertion

and crowds him out of the bouse. ‘In other
words, a husband is entitled to halt's show,
evén In Peansylvania,

DEBITS OF THE STATES.

General Reduction in Obligations In
the Last Twelve Years,

New York Bun,

Remarkably healthy and oreditable {s the

sliowing mude.by the states in their general
reduction of the debts incurred for public
purposes.
The forty-five states have, collectively, a
bonded debt of §200,000,000, and although
othar debts, municipal and county, have
been Increasing largely of late years, state
dobts have, In most pases, fallen off.

The state which has the largest debt—
contracted through obligations entaliled by
the civil war—Is Virginia, which owes $24,-
360,000 1o bonded debt. Twelve years ago
fts debt was $31,000,000 and it bas reduced
the amount by $7,000,000, '

The fAnancial debt of Massachusetts s so
high that It has, aince 1890, been pledged to
sundry towns for local labilitles, the pay-
ment of the bonds issued for which Ia pro-
vided for by direct taxation. The sactual
state debt, which was $25,000,000 in 1880, is
now §12,400,000, & reduction of §15,800,000,

The debt of Teunossee, whioh, next to
Virginia, suffered most from the ofvil war,
s now §16,200,000, Twelve yéars Ago It was
§16,000,000, 3400,000 more. During this period
the population of the state has Increased a
quarter of & milllon,

Louisiana has & state debt of $10,800,000,
Twelve years ago It wan §11,800,000, a re-
duction of $1,000,000. '

New York's present debt, inslgnificant
when compared with its manifold assets, is
§10,000,000, an increase of 33,500,000 com-
parad with what it was twelve years ago.
This Increass s dus, aimost exclunively, to
the canal debt, now §8,500,000, authorized in
1886, snd of what remains of the Increass
$676,000 s for the mequisition of Adirondack
park lands,

The debt of Alabhma s $9.500,000, of
Peonsylvania §7,800000, & decreass of
$4,000,000 In twelve years; of Bouth Care-
lina $5,500,000, of Geergia $7.600,000, u re-
duction since 1800 of §2,400,000, wmd Mis-
slesipp! §2,600,000, .

Texas has reduced Its state debt In the
same period from $4.900,000 to §715,000,
Arkaoess from §2,000,000 te, §1,200,000,
North Carolina from §7.700,000 to $6,200,000
and Maryisnd from $10.000,000 to $2.009,000,
partly by dlaposiog of Its rallroad Invest-
ments.

The debt of Kentucky, never large, has
been Increased (0 per cent In twolve years.
It ia now §1,100,000. Nebraska has no state
debt; neither han West Virginia sor New
Jersoy, which owed §1,3560,000 twelve yoars

Ilineds, lowa and Oregon have no siate
dobts, which having matured sre payable,
but they have small outstanding obliga-
tions which have elther not bheen pressuted
for payment or have mot matured. These
obligations amount to $15.000 In the case
of Illipols, $10000 in that of lows, and
$1.000 in that of Oregon.

Wisconsin owes §2200000, Michigan
$400,000, an inconsiderable sum for eo large
& state, Indians $3.800,000 against $& 500,000
in 1580, Vermont §346,000, Callfornia $2.300, -
000, Conneotiour $1,700.000, Kansas B580,000,
Missourt 35,600,000 agalost $8.800,000 twelve
years ago., Mentana $800.000, Ohio $460,000,
Rhode Island §3.050.000 and Maine §3,600,-
000.

The credit of all American states fia
unexcelled, the rates at which they can
borrow moucy are low, The peed of public
improvemenis, Ruildlngs and waterways
Is often urgent, and of the solvenoy of
American staten to pay for these there s
no question; bul Lthe policy of the states
is to diminish, ot to Increase the debis,
and callectlvely the states have dons so

when his wife rents & room to a boarder]”

 ———

Philadelphin Ledger: D, H K Nﬁ::
peports the tolal oliirch mem T
the United States lu 1901 to be 38 - 4
He Aldn‘t pet ihess Agures from connting
the attendance on Bundays,

Chicago Pout: Rev. Dr. Parkhutst has
been talking again and It you read ':“!:
fully what he han to way about’ m;“" 5
you will find that be has put I;l -
» positien te cry, *'1 told you o, no ma
ter what happens. s

Kansas Clty Journal: The BL u:lhl:
preacher who was chosen chalrman of
Bt. Louls city republioan commities Bays
that he expocts (o harmonize the pulpit
and polittes. Wil he lower the pulpit or
rafne politiea, or both?

8t. Louls Globe Democrat: The preach-
ers throughout Ihe eotntry admit that
they cannot draw the usual erowds with tha
usual charch service. It Is the pame with
the politieal orator and the latter {s rising
to the oceaslon with the gles olub and
elrous . "

Kansas Oty 8tar: The volored minis-
ters who were criticised in the comference
of the African Methodist Eplscopal church
at Sedalin for stealing their sermons have
mads a double exhibitlen of the lmitative
instinots of their race. They have not
only practiced plagiarism, but in dolng
so they have followed the example of many

pale-faced pulpiteers.

Chicngo Chronicle: It whs & surprising
bit of news when Dr. Thomas Neeloy,
general ascrotary of the Methodist Tract
soclety, declared the Methodist ohurch to
b an unsocin]l organization. If the Meth-
odlsts are unsocisl, where ahail II:
Presbyterians and Baptists be clansed
And what .“:utlh:mmm “m
who emphaslze v 1
tr:mo! paad what of other dsmominations
even colfer than these? The Methodist
has always been noted for his warmth of
heart, his entbusiasm, brotherly love and
outpouring of spirit. He neyer olalmed to
bave the intellect of the Unitarisn or the
ancesiry of the Puritan, or the Aristocraey
of the Episcopalisn. His was the down-
right demoocratic, genuine kindliness that
glowed with fervor for & tellow man, I
his brother were a sinner, 80 much the
more 414 he give him sympathy and love;
if he wera n saint, so much the more could
he recelve joy anfl cheer from holy com-
munion with him. Has all that passed

away?

DUOMESTIC PLEASANTRIES.

————

“How sweel It would be 1o

1
.

t:
llv':n :l':n::ﬂtht:mn ‘l.?yyondnr light house
h."l":":?'p he h:mflmg. abatractedly, “and
do light housekeeping.

kiyn Life: In a mu-r‘ at Middie-
hl?ro,oVI’., s & stone, erected by a widew
to rier loving husband, bearing this in-
eription: o
’ eat in peace—until we meet again,

toago Tribune: Young Wife (at con-
cl?nlﬂen of ttn-sr‘:lrn 1-1“1("?0 m';:}:l.:. I,'ﬂu rn
' ot [l
st 'gl:':” nd—Don't do that, dearest.
T here.

Youn
Bring

hiladelphia Pross:  “1 belleve," sald
Mru alduF\. nl‘m}u lyl.' '.‘ll'-!nt thers should be
law net bachelors.
» "f\'ot.m?g:t.“ tl'xcluimnd Pﬁp.” » "‘:E e
the only hope of some women 1.
elors, for the widowers are too particular.

New Tork Timos: Mre. Benham—Mother

M h‘!g;hxo' .{'k.h;:? n;a you mean?
TS, am—
Benham—Whatever Is In right,

Cleveland Plain Dealer:  “That young
Blmltl?. who married the Mixer ’11'1. tays
he's going right to house ing.

“Indeed. In he well fixed

"l‘n L h.ﬂ Is., COne of his friends told
ma t he had enough coal to last him
through the winter."

eookim THEE v o 'W:&

[ L« 8ip, :

accapt ,aa;m?;’; mm" you er 1 marry
your daughter. )

: wyou golng to lva?"

“Well, 1 nungt you might make some
Kind of a settlement before d.

Chica hune: “‘Maria.” asked the
hunbanana:dﬂ father, “how you oure
Em;lhn ,_9!' her Infatuation for young

‘.‘Bg'rlumltlon." repliod the wife and
m't_:gher. chon " ’

“Yen; 1 nug'nsl.ed that she look him up
in Bradstrest’'s.”

——

Washington Btar: “I don't suppose he

meant lﬂ“t.hin‘ unkind,” sald the young

woman, t It was a very startling coln-
cldenoe.”

- do you mean?”’

“Just before Harold and I got married
his friends gofnndad him to n & ‘don't

worry' club.

END OF THE QUEST.

Frank L. Pollack in the Atlantio.

Uw him here. Now wish him “east,

was the fate of those who [ail,

Who never end the knightly quest,
Nor ever find the Holy Grall

He was the flercest lance In all
That virgin honor ¢alled to dare:

TH t of the hngbu in hall,
boldest of the ere,

J he took the sacred Tas
t lad him tar by flood -ns fleld;
ady’'s favor at his casque,

® cross upon the argent shield,

where the Palnlm point has cleft,
e orimaon croms

Bee where the mmi&:mu::f?“ s
The favor that his lady gave!

For this r fate he rode
AWllh fa ta un‘t‘?ulched by ::tll’g time,
fect kn n press of war,
Stainless bo?m mapl[:miu Shrine

One findg the Rose and one the rod:
The weak achieve, the mighty fall,
None knows the dark deslgn but God,
ar.lnldl the Knight and mude the

The le wyo, the steadfust heart,
nmn- = : u;tn« o; llud day,
® un wound and amart—
lgnll all these utterly decay?

The long advanture resteth here:
His was the lot of those who fall,

Who rede unfouled b!\:l sin or feur,
Yot never find the Holy Grall.
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