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BORGE W. NORRIS, republican
G eandldate for congress from the
Fifth Nebrnska district, has him-
peif to thank for whatever of
puccesn or Adistinction he may
have achieved In life. And he certainly has
a elalm to both, for it Is both succesnful
and distinguishing for a republican to be
twice olected to the office of district hdge
in a section of the state where the opnosi-
tion usually has things Its own way.
Judge Norrizs has just turned 41, having
been born in Sandusky ecounty, Ohis, In
July, 1861, Here he grew up, “'s boy-
hood belog a hard one because of the
death of his father when ha
young. He worked as a farm hand during
the summer and attvnded school
the winter months, until he fitted himself
to teach. Later he attended a normal school
at Valparaiso, Ind., and Baldwin univer-
sity at Berea, 0. During his time as
teacher he was stludylng law, sad after
leaving the university ho went into n law-
yor's office for a scnson and then to a
law school, In 1883 he weas =dmitted
the bar, but had no money to start wilh,
Two more years of teaching gave him

funds to purchase a library and begin hll

practice, In 1885 he opened n law office
at McCook and continued the pursuit of

his profession for ten years, when he wan |

elected disiviol judge. In 1580 "8 wons re-

elected, and is still on the bench. Person- |
ally, Judge Norris iz deseribed as one of |§
the most popular of men, hia popularity )

belng due to his well recognizod ability,
his keen sonse of right and justice, rother
than to any effcrt cf the man himeef In
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the cultivation of publie or private en-

dorsement, He hasn won publie approval

by his course on the bench, and his noml-

oation at the Hastings conventiun was a

tribute pald to his worth by hia party.
—_——

Raln has made a record in the central
west since the first of June that Is not likely
to be forgotten. The streaming skles have
awakened metmories of long forgotten fresh-
els, and hoary men are telling the newer
generation of the spring floods of ‘61, and
how the river oavorted in the fall of "63,
and the like of that. In this respect the
oldest Inhabitant of today has a declded
advantage of him who will be the oldest
inhabitant In another generation. For the
present anclent of dayas Is confronted with
no record of rainfall or measuroment of the
river's height ar carefully kept In the of-
fice of the weather bureau, nor do thers ox-
Ist photographs by hundreds to supp-rt or

confute the stcry of the man who was
there and saw (t. In years to come, the
record made In 1902 will still be referred

to, and the photograihs taken by amateur
and professional will exist to show things
oxactly as they were. In this number The
Bee prints some pletures taken at Den

Moines during the days when the Des Moines
and Raccoon rivers were out of thelr banks,
and & couple that were taken In Platts-
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mouth the morning after the deluge down
there. Thene pletures could be matched
many times In many towns, but they serve
ns examples of what the western waters
can do when excited sufMciently by exces-
give ralnfalls.
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June 256, 1876, OQeneral George A. Custer
and one battalion of the Beventh cavalry,
U, B A, were annihiilated In a battle with
Bloux Indiana on the Little Big Horn river
In Wyoming, near where Sheridan Is now
located. The Omaha Bee was the first
newspaper to give the world an account of
that terrible affalr. S8ince the news
trickled through by courier from the then
faraway scene of the slaughter many tales
have been told of the affair, of its origin,
progress and reault, Only one thing 18 ab-
solutely certain Whatever object Custer
had in turning off Reno's trall and com-
mencing a detour to the right will never
be known, for Custer and all who went Into
the fight with him are dead Now the
Custer battiefield Is reached by railroad,
and communleation with the wilderness of
that day I8 by the swiftest means known
to civilisation. Along with this develop-
ment has come up a erop of long-halred
fakirs throughout the west who clalm to
be “the sols surviver of the Custer mas-
sacre.”” No accurate census of these un-
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mitigated liars has ever been taken, but, if
it were possible to enumerate them, It Is
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not improbable that they would outnumber
the gallant band who rode to death under
the intrepld leader. Bul Custer's fate will
long be s theme for talk and story in this
country. On July 4 at Bheridan a grand
cowboy festival was held, and one feature
of It was a reproduction of the Custer
fight,
dians,
in the mimle warfare and gave a large
number of visitors a most vivid Idea of
what setually took pilance on that dreadful
day in "the year of an hundred years."”
—i)
Jupliter Pluvius has frowned on pienles
around Omaha with uncommon severity this
year, and has either drowned them out be-
fore they got started or very soon after
they were under headway. One of the few
that escaped was that of the Omaha and
Councll Bluffa Elka, and they had an ldeal
day for an outing. It may also be accepted
an a fact that they had an ldeal outing.
All manner of plenlc games and sports were
Indulged in, and the affair wound up with
an al fresco banquet, at which the Elks and
their guests sat for some hours, enjoylng
Iife as only a well contented wearer of the
antlerg can,

IN THE RAILROAD YARDS AT DES MOINES.

Episodes and Incidents in the Lives of Noted People

L. JACKBON, M. F.. who now bhe-
comes @ peer, Is remarkable for

a slow, measured utterance and

an Imperturbable sorenity, says

the Londen Daily News, Whon
he was chief secretary for Ireland he
bafed the pertinacity of pationalist mem-
bers al question time by repeating, In
reply to supplementary questions the
answer he bad just read to the question
on the paper. Thus: “The honorable
member cannot have ootiecd the nature of
my reply te the hoporable member for —.
My snswer was—." Then he would read it
agaln. Occaslonally Mr. Jacksom would get
8s far as a fourth or a fifth repetition and
would carefully state, to the general amure-
ment, the number that he had reached. All
this was done with a perfeot freedom from
Impatience and a masterly deliberation that
were fully appreciated by a laughler-loving
houne,

Anecdotes of the elder Dunmas abound
at the present moment, the celebration of
the centenary of his birth baving led 1o
& general search among reminiscences,
The following is very charmmcteristio of
the great writer: Dumas, it s well
known, was often In financial diMculties
and was well acqualnted wilh the ways
and melhods of balliffs. One day a per-
won called upon him and asked him to
subscribe 20 francs toward the expenses
of burying a balllff. *“Twenty f[rance to
bary & balliff T quoth Dumas, "“"Well, I'm
not in funds just mow, bhut here's 40 francs.
G pnd bury s couple.”

In bls bo X, “All the Russias.,” Mr. Henry
Hurman gives an Interesting description of
the bedroom of Crar Alexander 11, which
Is kept exactly an It wan co the moralng
he left it. He wan brought back an hour
after he left it, bleeding to death from
Injuries Iafticted by tho asssssin’s bomb. Ay

the rcom was, s0 it remalns. The half-
smoked clgarette lles upon the ashtray ina
glaan tube. A little revolver lles before the
mirror. Upon each of the tables and upon
#_versl chalrs is & loosely folded clean hand-
kerchief, for It was the czar's wish to have
«noe cf these always within jeach of his hand.
There e a!l his tollet articles—a few plain
bottles and brushes. It is all modest be-
yond bellef and the brushes are half worn.
P

It was on the veranda of a club where
the commanding figure of the ex-speaker of
the houze of representatives s often sesn
tnd always welcomed. The doctor, famous
for anatomic skill and gastronomic expert-
ners, was recounling his feaws of carving
to the englreer, sa:s (he New Yark Times,

“On cnée oecaslon,” he remarked, “when I
was a medlonl student in Philadelphia, 1
sarned the undying gratitude of my land-
lady by carving Ioto satisfactory portions
for twelve persons one reed bird.™

“Humph,” replied tho engineer, “it must
bave been a Tom Reed bird”

+

Cov raor Odell told this tramp story at
the Oriental hotel, New York, last Sunday
cvenirg whrs the conversatlon tursed frowm
pillties (o rpecdoles,

“! waa in a country hotel up near New-
burg ope evenlng when & tramp came
shambling In about § o'clock and offered
to do auny chores to pay for a meal.

“'What kind of chores do you expoct
to find to do this time of night,’ asked
the boniface.

“oWell, boss, It aln’t my fsult I'm so
Inte,' sald the tramp. “The freight was
80 slow 1 thought I'd never get here at
sll. If you'll wake up the raliroad people
'l get in earller next time.'

“The msn got his supper.”

.__._-.—
The English papere are full of stories
about Kitchener. One of them tells how

General Delarey described one of his in-
terviews with Lord Kitchener, in which
he made an earnest endeavor to obtaln
an armistice during the progress of nego-
Itationa. T told him,"” said Delarey, “‘that
I conmidered It extremely unfalr for his
columns to gallop about the country after
my commandoes, while I was here to dis-
ouss the possibl'ity of a peacful under-
standing with your people. My men were
deprived of their leader, and placed at
an unfair dispdvantage. It was no gooed,
though.,” continued the Boer  general
“Kitehener turned to me and replied,
‘General Delarey, 1 am not aware that
anyone asked you to come in. You can
g2 cul agaln tomorrow i you like," '

Christian Dewet seemed thoroughly to
enjoy describlng how he tackled the man
of Khartoum over the contlnvance of
Englisk occupation of the country with &
large military foree, which, he protested,
would be an undesirable charge on the
resourcea of Lthe country and a handieap
to Its apeedy development, "1 told him."
sald Dewet, “that | must stipulate for
the withdrawal of the whole of your army
nt the earllest possible date after the
slgnature of posce’ Kitchener's only
reply was: “Don't be childish.”

A New Zenland officer !s suthority for
another story, illustrating the same Ia-
conle, business'lke traits. He had been
sent to Pretoria. While he was enjoying
A plpe & ragged looking *“gentleman in
khaki" came along the l'ne.

The stranger wore po slar or other dis-
tinguishing marks, and 4id not look In
any way lmpressive, Passing in frost of
the young officer, he asked, "Colonial¥*

"Yeo," wan the reply.

“Which ™

“Third New Zealand.”

“Ah, you are to join Plumer.”

The stranger then began (o talk of “in.

slde orders’’ in a way Lhat surprised the
New Zealander, who remarked that he was
awaiting just such orders from Lord Kitch:
ener.

“Well, you've got them. I'm Kitchener.™
was the unexpected reply.

s

While at Oyster Bay Mra. Rocsevelt re-
celved a letter from the publisher of a
rather sensational periodical Inclosing a
check for $500 and asking her to writs &
brief article for h's next lssue upon the
management of a home, the training of
children, the experience of & mistresa of
the White House, or any other subject
she might fAnd more “congenial,’’ the
“honorarium’ therefor being enclosed. The
letter and check were returned without
comment.

Attention has been recalled by the 111-
pesa of King Edward VII to the fact that,
in recogniticn cf his ken personal Inter-
esl In the work ef the medical profession,
he was unanimously elected, four years
agoe, an honorary fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of Physiclans (London), and formally
admitted to the degree. This honor to a
layman Is very rare, and he is the only
henorary F. R, C P in England. He i3
surpassed, however, by the queen of Por-
tugal, who s a regularly qualified M. D.,
having studied and walked the Lisbon hos-
pitals as an ordinary siudent.

__.._C;_ -

Charles H. Hull of Marshalltown, Ia.,
grandson of Commodore Isane Hull, who
commanded the frigate Constitution in her
memerable fight against the Ouerrierre,
vislted the Charleston navy yard a few
days ago, for the purpose of sesing the ship
on which his grandfather fought. He made
himself known (o the officers and every
opportupity was given him to look over
“Old Ironsides™ thoroughly. Mr. Hull mads
the trip—his first' visit—to the Atlantlc

coast chiefly to see the famous old vessel,
and on his way he visited the commodore’s
grave at North Murray Hill cemetery In
Philadelphia. At the navy yard he was
shown over the ship repairing works, and
by way of comparison after his visit to_the

frigate, was taken aboard the modern cm\

ser Newark. When he left he was given a
relle from Constitutlon,

.__@.__

Joseph W. Ogden, a well known New
York banker, Is golng to build a church for
the Presabyterians of Chatham, N. J., as a
memorial to his father, Rev. Dr. Joseph
M. Ogden, who was thelr pastor for ffty
years. The family is one of Dr. Ogden's
Iife-long friends, W, C., Wallace, who was
a4 classmate at Princeton, will finish and
decorate the interfor. This s a good way
to keep green the memory of a fal hful
minister.

—_——

The peace agreement between the British
and Boer leaders Is an {oteresting docu-
ment. It s typewritten, and s probably
the first instrument of the kind which has
not beon written by hand. Not the least
interesting part of It iz formed by the
signatures of the Boer leaders. These are
naturally in various styles. Louls Botha's
is deseribad as belng In a “flne clerkly
hand.” The others are all somewhat
rougher, and Delarey's Is stated to be the
roughest of all, By the way, he splits his
name up Iinto thresa syllables, thus: de la
Rey, while his redoubtable colleague ¢f the
late free state signs himself Christlan de
Wel, also with a small “4."

) ——

‘olonel George Bliss' home, 0G4 West
Thirty-nineth street, New York city, has
been sold by his widow, Mrs. Annls Casey
Bliss, to a real estate Srm. It is a strik-
ingly Individusl house, and ome must hope
It will not be torn down. OColonel Bliss

had lived there for thirty years at the time
of his death, In 1897.

under conditions very similar. In-
cowhoys and frontiersmen mingle

”




